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Central Will Elect New Mayor Tuesday, Nov. 3

GENO GUERCIO
Businessman

AARON MOAK
Metro Councilman

LON VICKNAIR
Retired Navy Officer

Four EnterMayor

DESPO “D’ANN” WELLS
Central City Council

s Race

Incumbent Mayor Evans
Decides Not to Run for
Second Term as Mayor
Of City of Central, LA

CENTRAL - With the decision by
Central Mayor Wade Evans not
to seek reelection, four candidates
stepped forward to seek the office
during qualifying in July.

The candidates spoke at the
Chamber of Commerce of East Ba-
ton Rouge Parish Tuesday, Aug. 25.

The first of the candidates, Geno
Guercio, a veteran of 40 years in
business, said drainage and educa-

See CANDIDATES on Page 11

Key Local Races Facing Voters in Central

Candidates for Police Chief

Roger Corcoran Paul Kimball
R)

CENTRAL - Leading up to state-
wide elections on Nov. 3, races for
U.S. Senate, Congress, and Mayor
of Central may get most of the cov-
erage, but there are many other im-
portant races on the ballot.

In the City of Central, we have a
hot race for Police Chief, an elec-
tion for one unfilled seat on the
Central City Council, and another

Larry “Lew”
Walters, Jr. (R)

City Council - Dist. 3

Hannah Brown Dave Freneaux
(R)

race for one seat on the Central
Community School Board.

There are also races for District
Court, Family Court, Justice of the
Peace, and Constable.

In the race for Chief of Police,
incumbent Chief Roger Corcoran
has attracted two opponents —
Paul Kimball and Larry “Lew”
Walters, Jr. Both are long-time law

School Board - Dist. 1

Jason {if)aphart Jeffery LaCour

enforcement professionals.

Five of the seven members of
the Central City Council qualified
for reelection and were unopposed.
Newcomer Richard Venable quali-
fied for election to the Council seat
held by D’ Ann Wells, who is run-
ning for Mayor. He was unopposed.

City Councilwoman Dr. Kim
Fralick decided not to seek reelec-

Justice of the Peace - Dist. 3

R A
1 4

LaShawn
D) Goodwin (D)

Henrietta
Williams (D)

Mark Miley
R)

tion. On the first day of qualifying,
Hannah Brown stepped forward to
seek the seat. She was followed
by former Councilman Dave Fre-
neaux, who decided to run for the
seat, which he held before Fralick.

Four incumbent members of the
Central School Board qualified to
run for reelection and were unop-

See KEY LOCAL on Page 13

Coach Simoneaux on Central Wildcats

In Exclusive Interview,
Central’s Head Coach
Tells What to Expect
From His Team This Fall

Woody Jenkins
Editor

CENTRAL - Central High head
football coach David Simoneaux
has plenty of reason for optimism
this season. Last year’s team,
which finished 9-3 and traveled
deep into the state playoffs, is re-
turning essentially the same on both
sides of the football. Just bigger,
faster, and more experienced than
last year! Central opens the regu-
lar season with Acadiana Sept. 4 at

See COACH on Page 3

LAST THURSDAY’S SCRIMMAGE against Madison Prep at Wildcat Stadium

2026 Central High
Varsity Football

Aug. 28 Jamboree @ EA

Sept. 4 Acadiana

Sept. 11 Denham Springs

Sept. 18 John Ehret (HC)

Sept. 25 West Monroe

Oct.2 Quachita

Oct.9 Zachary*

Oct. 16 OPEN

Oct. 23 Catholic*

Oct. 30 Liberty* (Sr Night)

Nov.6 Woodlawn*

*District 4-5A Games

Head Coach: David Simoneaux
Principal: Brandon LaGroue
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15 Candidates Vying
For Voter Attention
In Two Congressional

Seats in EBR Parish

CENTRAL - Voters in East Baton
Rouge Parish will vote for Con-
gress Nov. 3 in one of two reappor-
tioned districts — the 6th District,
which is very similar to the old
6th District represented by Garret
Graves, and the 2nd District, which
extends from North Baton Rouge
down through the River Parishes to
New Orleans.

Central, Zachary, St. George and
South Baton Rouge are all in the
6th District. Predominantly black
areas in North Baton Rouge and
the inner city of Baton Rouge are
in the 2nd District.

Areas along Hooper Road west
of the Comite River are in the 2nd.

The 6th District leans heavily
Republican. The Republican Party
of East Baton Rouge Parish has
endorsed Sen. Rick Edmonds and
Monique Appeaning, whereas the
Louisiana Republican Party has
endorsed Sen. Blake Miguez. As
we go to press, Gov. Jeff Landry is
trying to undo the endorsement of
Miguez.

On the Democratic side, there
are three candidates, former Metro
Council member Chauna Banks,
Lindsay “Rubia” Garcia, and Pat
Forbes. Garcia apparently had vi-
sions of Plowing new ground as
Louisiana’s version of AOC. How-
ever, the entry of Banks into the
race agpears to have closed that
door. Some staunch conservatives
such as Stephen Wagley and Larry
Davis III are hoping to catch fire
and break out of the pack.

Louisiana’s 6th Congressional District Candidates

A F

Rufus Crai :

Monique Chauna Banks
(Libertarian (R)

Appeaning (R) (D)

Lindsay “Rubia”
Garcia (D)

Patrick “Pat” Michael Mebruer

Blake Miguez
Forbes (D) (R)

Stephen Wagley
(R)

Louisiana’s 2nd Congressional District Candidates

J A
Troy A. Carter, Sr.
(D)

= Ry
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Walter “Rocky”
Beach (No Party)

Lisar Ballay
(Libertarian)

Renada “Honey” Rev. Peter Williams
Collins (No Party)

Delta College (North)
7380 Exchange Place
- Baton Rouge, LA 70806
Delta College 225.928.7770

DeltaCollege

I'com

Know?

In 2024 the Delta Colleges graduated just
over 20% of all PNs in the entire state.

All Delta students get externships or
clinical experiences as an integral part
of their training.

Career Training in as little as 30 weeks
Hybrid and Night options available for
some majors.

Accredited by the Commission of the Council
on Occupational Education (COE)

Licensed by the Louisiana Board of Regents

Financial Aid Available for those who qualify
including;

* MJ Foster Promise Program

* TOPS

* Federal Pell Grants

* Federal Direct Student Loans

Delta College (South)
10525 Plaza Americana Dr.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816
225.926.58200

Contact Us Today!
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Coach: We’re Bigger, Faster, Stronger

While the Coach Isn't
Saying It Directly, Team
Looks Very Strong for
2026 Football Season

Continued from Page 1

at Wildcat Stadium.

Coach Simoneaux is also the
Athletic Director. He has respon-
sibility for 1,600 students, more
than 600 of whom participate in
the school’s athletic program,
which includes 24 sports.

The coach, who has won State
Championships as a player at
Parkview and as a coach, says
this year’s Wildcat team will have
strong leadership.

Offense. The starting quarter-
back will be Max Gassiott who
finished last season strong and is
expected to be improved this year.
He’s up to 190. For college, he will
likely attend Nicholls State.

Tristan Rose will return as a run-
ning back, one of three outstanding
ball carriers this season. He was
strong down the stretch last season.
He has an offer from Southern.

Landon Crochet will be the cen-
ter, his third year as the starter.
Landon improves every year. He’s
intelligent, consistent, and relent-
less and a coach on the field.

Austin Adams is back and should
be strong at right guard.

At left tackle, Kaeden Shows
stands 6-5 and weighs 290, a re-
turning starter.

Kaleb LeBouregois, left guard,

Central Coach David Simoneaux

6-2, 300 should be outstanding.

At wide receiver, Brody Diel is a
coach’s dream. He stands 6-3, 190.

Marcus Watson caught 15 passes
last year and should double that
this year. He is looking at Hous-
ton.

Tightend A. J. Parks is a big boy,
6-1, 220. Strong in the weight
room. A first year starter but with a
lot of experience.

Defense. Defensive end Jaydon
Garnett, 3rd year as a starter. He
previously started on offense but
has moved to defense. He has an
offer from Dartmouth. With his
GPA and ability, he has a lot of po-

tential. He’s a “big old boy.”

Noseguard Ja’Mareon Jackson
started as a sophomore and is re-
turning. He squatted 500 lbs. re-
cently. He’s 6-0, 280.

A number of other will play in-
cluding John Robinson, Lorenzoe
Williams, and Evan MacKinnon.

At linebacker, Camden Rankin
comes in at 5-11, 195, but is like
a block of granite. Good speed,
good play calling.

Also at linebacker, Lane Bill-
ings, 6-0, 210 is a wrecking ball.

Another linebacker is Emil Ru-
fini, a first year starter, dynamic,
tough.

Secondary. Cornerback Davon-
te Sanders 1s a returning starter.
He’s 5-9, 175, made a lot of plays.

The other cornerback is Malik
Nixon, a first year starter. May be
headed to Nicholls.

Third year starter safety Marvin
Joseph is a 6-0, 210 animal. Coach
Simoneaux says he’s one of the
best players he’s coached. He will
also get a lot of carries on offense.

Dylan Thompson played corner-
back last year and is back again.

Kicker. Nathan Hunter is a
second year starter. He added 20
pounds this year. Coach Simo-
neaux says, “One of the toughest
kids I’ve ever coached. He fits in
because he works so hard.”

Return Specialists. Will in-
clude Marvin Joseph, Brody Diel,
Marcus Watson, and Tristan Rose.

Coaches this year include:

e Zach Morris, alumnus and 4th
year coach

* Robbie Yellott

e Sam Kennerson

e Joel Ward

* Joey Jarreau

e Corey Landry

* Chance Atkins

The season opener against Aca-
diana will feature a match up
against Acadiana head coach Doug
Dotson, former head coach at Cen-
tral. The following week, Central
will host Denham Springs, fol-
lowed by John Ehret, also at Wild-
cat Stadium.

2026 Central Private
Varsity Football
Schedule
Aug. 27 Northlake (Jamboree) H
Sept.9 St. Thomas A
Sept. 11 Ascen. Christian A
Sept. 18 St. John H
Sept. 25 Centerville A
Oct.2 Highland (HC) H
Oct.9 Ben Franklin* H
Oct. 16 Kentwood A
Oct. 22 E. Feliciana H
Oct. 30 Varnado (Senior Night) H
Nov.6 Catholic PC A

* Indicates District games
Head Coach: Cole Holden
Principal: Dana Russell
Athletic Director: Scott Shaffett
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Central Pharmacy
9952 Sullivan Road

P, 225-262-6200

F. 225-262-6578
www.centraldrugbr.com

Pharmacy Hours
Monday - Friday
8:30am - 6:30pm

Saturdays
8:30am - 3:00pm

Quickiy and Easily Refill RX Online
Download Our New Improved
Phone App iPhone and Android

Featuring
DRIVE THRU
Pick-Up!
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Jeff Landry Continues to Bully His Way Through His Term

State GOP Endorses Blake Miguez in Sixth,
Governor Is Outraged, Trying to Reverse It

THE PEOPLE’S AGENDA

MONIQUE .
~APPEANING =

Republican Candidate for -';%_:'::_-r

As a lifelong Louisianan with 25+ years of public service, I'm running
to deliver real results for our seniors, working families, young adults,
and the entire New 6th District. Public safety is non-negotiable. We
must fix our roads, bridges, and drainage systems. | will provide
visible leadership with real oversight in Washington and results-
driven representation for every community | serve.

CONSERVATIVE + PROVEN +* PREPARED

; FUTURE FOR OUR Y8

Pzl
OUR SENIORS DESERVE TO

WE MUST CREATE OPPORTUNITIES 50

RETIRE WITH DIGMITY. OUR YOUNG PEOPLE STAY IM LOUISIANA.

« PROTECTAND STRENGTHEN MEDICARE « STOPOQUTSOURCING AND BRING MANUFACTURING
ANDSOCIAL SECURITY WHILE ENSURING AND GOOD PAYING JOBS BACK
LONG-TERM SOLVENCY « ACHIEVE AMERICAN ENERGY INDEPENDENCE

« LOWERPRESCRIPTION DRUG COSTS « STRENGTHEM APPRENTICESHIPS, WORKFORCE

» EXPAND IN-HOME CARE, RESPITE SERVICES, TRAINING, COMMUNITY COLLEGES, AND
ANDAFFORDABLE SENIOR HOUSING

UINIVERSITIES.
AFFORDABLE LIVINGIFIR
HE MIDD ik
HARDWORKING LOUISIARANS

« PROTECT OUR FARMERS AND STRENGTHEN
DESERVE REAL RELIEF.

LOUISIANA AGRICULTURE
0 | illllrl N " IR ALL
= (CUTHEALTHCARE COSTSBY PUTTING PATIENTS PUEBLIC SAFETY IS NON-NEGOTIABLE AND A
AND FAMILIES BACK IN CONTROL
» LOWERHOUSING COSTS BY INCREASING SUPPLY

STRONG MILITARY KEEPS AMERICA SAFE.
« BACKLAWENFORCEMENT AND CRACK DOWNON
AND REDUCING GOVERNMENT BARRIERS
(SUPPORT THE 215T CENTURY ROADTO

VIOLENT CRIME AND REPEAT OFFENDERS
« STRENGTHEM AND MODERMIZE OUR MILITARY
HOUSING ACT) « FIXOURROADS, BRIDGES, AND DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
« MAKE NO TAX ON TIPS AND OVERTIME
PERMAMENT, ELIMINATE TAXES ON SOCIAL

« DELIVERVISIBLE LEADERSHIPWITH STRONG
OVERSIGHT AND RESULTS-DRIVEN REPRESENTATION
SECURITY, STOP WASTEFUL SPENDING, AND
WORKTOWARD A BALANCED FEDERAL BUDGET

I

| OF PROPERTY DWMERS

Eﬂ-r:l Scun To tﬂ'urﬁ
Moare abaut
I‘? My Plan for
PROTECTTHE RIGHTS Lowisiona's
mun msunmm Future

@ El ery vdle counts !

CONTACT

@ appeaningforcongress.com
t_ (225) 441 - 89567

B info@appeaningforcongress.com

MONIQUE g,fi;,j
APPEANING
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Landry’s Payback Started
By Firing Party’s Consultant,
Threatening Members of
State GOP Executive Body

Woody Jenkins

Editor

BATON ROUGE - Gov. Jeff Landry’s
attempts to bully state legislators
and other political leaders into
submission 1s well known at the
State Capitol. Disagree with him
on just about anything, and he will
have you or your spouse fired, you
will lose the base of your political
suppport, or find your private busi-
ness has lost a valuable contract.

That’s just the way he operates.

Now the governor is twisting the
arms of leaders of the Louisiana Re-
publican Party, who had the audac-
1ty to endorse someone he dislikes.

Last Sunday, the Executive Com-
mittee of the state party voted to
endorse Sen. Blake Miguez for
Congress from the new Sixth Con-
gressional District. The governor
reportedly hit the ceiling!

He was furious and immediately
ordered the firing of the state par-
ty’s long-time political consultant,
Rhett Davis, who is actually a loy-
alist of the governor.

Now the governor’s people are
twisting the arms of members of the
State Executive Committee to get
them to reverse their decision and
withdraw Miguez’s endorsement.

The Louisiana Republican Party
has an unusual endorsement pro-
cess. There are no forums, no
questionnaires, no candidate inter-
views, and no participation by the
party’s rank and file.

Instead, candidates can be en-
dorsed when a majority of the
members of the State Central
Committee residing within a dis-
trict petition the party’s Executive
Committee to endorse a candidate
running in that district Then the
Executive Committee of the party
meets, sometimes by Zoom, and
votes on whether to endorse.

Last Sunday, the Executive
Committee of the Louisiana Re-
publican Party met by Zoom and
voted to endorse State Sen. Blake
Miguez for Congress. One source
said the vote was 5-0.

That put Sen. Miguez in a strong
osition. He already has more than
4 million on hand. That’s more

than all other candidates combined.

Having the money is no guar-
antee of victory, as we have often
seen. However, it certainly doesn’t
hurt. When combined with the en-
dorsement of the State Republican
Party, Miguez is in a stronger po-
sition as the race enters the home
stretch to Nov. 3.

Now the governor is reportedly
on the warpath to get the State
Executive Committee to reverse
themselves and endorse no one.

The governor has been gunning
for Blake Miguez for the past two
years. Perhaps because Miguez,
a strong conservative, is indepen-
dent-minded and can’t be con-
trolled by the governor. Or perhaps
Landry sees him as a possible chal-
lenger in the governor’s race next

year. Whatever the reason, Landry
1s going all-out to stop Miguez
from being elected to Congress.

Landry has been threatening the
members of the party’s State Ex-
ecutive Committee and has report-
edly given some of them “one last
chance to correct their mistake” be-
fore he goes after them in earnest.

It will be interesting to see if the
Executive Committee caves and
bows to the governor’s demands.
People usually do.

Members of the Louisiana House
and Senate have reportedly tired of
Landry’s constant threats and bul-
lying. Many say they don’t like
him and are genuinely angry over
his temper and his dictatorial way
of governing. They say if you vote
against him on anything, you will
pay a heavy price.

Short-term, the bully usually gets
his way. But, at a certain point,
people have enough and they find
a way to stop the bully, neutralize
him, and remove him from his po-
sition. Don’t be surprised if legis-
lators and party leaders find ways
to undermine the governor between
now and election day in 2027.

* kK

Here in East Baton Rouge Par-
ish, the Republican Party at the lo-
cal level has endorsed Sen. Rick
Edmonds and Monique Appean-
ing for the Sixth Congressional
District. The process at the parish
level involves the candidates being
invited to speak at the Ronald Rea-
gan Newsmaker Luncheon, asked
to complete a detailed question-
naire to learn how they will vote if
elected, and being interviewed by
the Parish Executive Committee
one on one.

Then a majority of the Parish
Executive Committee, which is
elected by the Republican voters
at the time of the Presidential pri-
mary, vote on whether to endorse
the candidate.

Earlier this year, Sen. Rick Ed-
monds and Monique Appean-
ing went through that process,
emerged with flying colors, and
were endorsed.

Meanwhile, Sen. Miguez, who is
a solid conservative, declined invi-
tations to address the Reagan lun-
cheon and declined to fill out the
Republican Party’s questionnaire.

The parish party’s rules forbid
it from endorsing Blake Miguez
simply because he has not gone
through the endorsement process,
despite being invited to participate
several times.

Now we’ll see if the State Par-
ty’s endorsement of Sen. Miguez
sticks. If it does, he will be in a
stronger position. But even then,
the race will be far from over.
There are some good candidates in
the field, and we will see what they
can do.

NOTE: Central City News editor Woody
Jenkins also serves as chairman of the Re-
publican Party of East Baton Rouge Parish.

Republican Party of East Baton
Rouge Parish has endorsed
Monique Appeaning
Rick Edmonds
for Congress
Sixth District of Louisiana
1
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Justice Jeff Hughes and wife Lisa with daugliter Al&ssa

District Court Orders Newspaper to Pay $300,000

The Advocate Found Guilty of Defamation
In Suit by Supreme Court Justice Hughes

Jury Found Newspaper
Falsely Accused Judge
Of Unethical Behavior

And Did So with Malice

Woody Jenkins
Editor

PLAQUEMINE - Tt took seven years
and hundreds of hours of work by
his legal team, but Louisiana Su-
preme Court Associate Justice Jeff
Hughes was vindicated Monday
night by a 12-member jury in the
case of Jefferson Hughes v. Capital
City Press. This was a defamation
case filed in the 18th Judicial Dis-
trict and tried before Judge Kevin
Kimball.

The jury found
The Advocate had
defamed Justice
Hughes and did so
with malice. It

awarded him court -
costs and $300,000.

In a long series
of articles and in-

house editorials in Woody Jenkins
2019, The Advo- Editor
cate newspaper in Baton Rouge
alleged that Justice Hughes had
engaged in unethical behavior 20
years earlier when he was a district
judge in Livingston Parish.

I was called as one of three ex-
pert witnesses in the case. I was
qualified by the judge as an expert
in journalistic practices and jour-
nalistic ethics. In that capacity, I
reviewed multiple articles about
Justice Hughes, which appeared in
the print or online versions of The
Advocate. In my search, I found
stories in The Advocate where the
newspaper had these things to say

e B

Ronald Reagan

about Hughes:

* “A scoundrel”

* “A mockery of justice”

* “Sordid conduct”

* “Betrayed the cause of justice”

* “Grotesque misconduct”

* “Unsuitable for the job”

* “Placed his prejudices above
legal principles”

* “A judge’s misbehavior”

* “Significant lapses”

* “The most notorious beneficia-
ry of unethical judicial behavior”

Such statements are very rare in
newspapers. All of the pejorative
language was filed in the record,
but the jury was only asked to rule
on one editorial published by The
Advocate. The question asked by
the judge in the case was whether
that editorial constituted defama-
tion and what was the monetary
value of the defamation. In re-
sponse to those questions, the jury
found defamation and damages of
$300,000. The jury was not given
the opportunity to assess damages
for the other articles.

At the root of all of The Advo-
cate’s negative stories about Jus-
tice Hughes was a single allega-
tion. The allegation was that as a
district judge 1 1999, he presided
over a trial when the attorney for
one of parties was his girlfriend.

The first article, which was pub-
lished June 23, 2019, took up half
the front page of The Advocate. It
was entitled, “An Obvious Source
of Bias” and went on for four pages.

The article relied heavily on le-
gal experts who said, “A judge car-
rying on a romantic relationship
with counsel in a case over which
he exercises control should recuse
himself, and it isn’t a close call.”
They quoted a legal expert as say-
ing, “It’s a classic conflict of inter-
est, an obvious source of bias.”

Newsmaker Luncheon
Tuesday, September 8, 2026

Sponsored by Republican Party of EBR

11:45 Reception - 12 Lunch - $25
Café Américain - 7521 Jefferson Hwy.
No Reservation Necessary

“Like” Capital Republican
on Facebook or;
CapitalRepublican.com
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They quoted other legal experts
who agreed.

The problem is, the evidence
showed that then-District Judge
Hughes never tried a case when
his girlfriend was counsel for one
of the parties, and The Advocate
knew that to be the case, because
it had reported on one occasion
that she was off the case in Au-
gust 1998, long before the alleged
conflict of interest occurred. Nev-
ertheless, they returned to the lie
and repeated 1t over and over, even
after Justice Hughes himself pro-
vided the court documents to the
newspaper showing the attorney
was off the case in August 1998.

It was also notable that in the news-
paper’s time line of Judge Hughes’
alleged conflict of interest, the
withdrawal of the attorney from the
case in August 1998 was omitted.

To make things worse, The Ad-
vocate refused to print a retraction
even after Justice Hughes present-
ed them with the facts from court
records. Then three years after The
Advocate had the facts and a new
Managing Editor, the newspaper
attached an Editor’s Note to the
online version of the old article.
The note said the attorney was off
the case in August 1998.

This in no way served as a re-
traction or made up for the damage
the judge had suffered.

With the newspaper unwilling to
make things right and with no one

except a court having the power to
do so, Hughes had no option but to
file suit.

The court qualified Keith Fisher
as an expert in judicial ethics, lelgéﬂ
ethics, and constitutional law. He
found that Judge Hughes did noth-
ing wrong or unethical in the case
in question. The court qualified Dr.
Leekenee Malin as an expert in
mass media, public relations, and
media ethics. She testified that The
Advocate in its series of articles
on Justice Hughes failed to comply
with the Code of Ethics of the So-
ciety of Professional Journalists,
the Associated Press, or the Public
Relations Society of America.

The Advocate offered no ex-
perts to testify under oath in court.

Inherent in the jury’s decision
was the finding that The Advocate
acted with malice.

o kk

It should be noted that The Ad-
vocate made much of an apology
letter Justice Hughes wrote 1in con-
nection with the case, but that let-
ter had nothing to do with The Ad-
vocate’s false charge that he tried
the case with his girlfriend as legal
counsel for a party.

Congratulations to the judge and
his legal team — Caleb Didriksen,
Erin Bruce Saucier, Barry Marion-
neaux, and Chuck Hughes.

Hughes has been on the bench
since 1990 and is apparently the
longest-serving judge in Louisiana.
During that time, he has handled
many thousands of cases, some of
which have touched the lives of all
our citizens. His record is admira-
ble. Not perfect because everyone
makes mistakes. But admirable.

Hopefully, this ends a sad peri-
od — seven years when this good
man and his family were subjected
to public scorn and ridicuile for
something that never happened.

The editor of The Advocate has
retired and is no longer there.

The Advocate could appeal
the decision, and so could Justice
Hughes, but it would be better if
the jury’s verdict ends the matter,
so that everyone can move on.

While the damage to Justice
Hughes was much greater than the
judgment in the case, at least the
record has been set straight, and
his good name has been cleared.
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Candidates for District Court Judge

District Judge 19th JDC
Division B

1.

Wlnston DeCuir, Jr.

Justin DeLaune

BATON ROUGE - All 15 District Court judge-
ships in the 19th Judicial District (East Baton
Rouge Parish) are up for election Nov. 3. Be-
cause of mandatory retirements and a new reap-
portionment plan, the district court is likely to
have a more conservative tilt.

The current court has 10 judges who come
from majority black districts and five from a
majority white district.

Voter registration is the parish is 47 percent
white and 44 percent black.

Under the new reapportionment system,
seven judges will be elected from District 1, a
Democrat-leaning majority black district, and
seven judges will be elected from District 2, a
Republican-leaning majority white district. The
15th judge will be elected parishwide.

Ten incumbent judges were unopposed for
reelection, and two of the five vacant seats have
only one candidate. As a result, there are only
three judgeships still to be decided in the parish
Nov. 3.

In District 1, which includes Baker, Zachary,
and all of North Baton Rouge except Central
and Pride, two judgeships will be decided, Di-
vision L and Division M.

Division L. — Attorneys Elzie Alford and Jer-
maine Guillory are running for Division L from
District 1.

Division M — Attorneys ReAzalia Allen,
Allison “AJ” Sabine, and Vernon Thomas, also
from District 1.

Parishwide Division B — Perhaps the most
interesting race will be the parishwide race for
Division B featuring Winston DeCuir, Jr., a
Democrat, and Justin DeLaune, a Republican.

Elzie Alford

District Judge 19th JDC
ES 1, Division L

Jermaine Guillory

ReAzalia Allen

District Judge 19th JDC
ES 1, Division M

Allison “AJ” Sabine

Vernon Thomas
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Candidates for Family Court Judge

Family Court Judge
Division A

Judge Caulette
“Twin” Guillard

Joseph Cataldie

BATON ROUGE - Four Baton Rouge area
attorneys are vying for two seats on the
East Baton Rouge Parish Family Court in
the election Tuesday, Nov. 3.

In Division A, incumbent Family Court
Judge Caulette “Twin” Guillard is be-
ing challenged by Baton Rouge attorney

Flaqu Family Court Districts

Family Court Judge
Division C

Lawrence “L.T.”
Dupre

Wendy Edwards

orice

In Division C, Zachary City Prosecu-
tor L.T. Dupre and Baton Rouge attor-
ney Wendy Edwards Morice are running
to replace Family Court Judge Charlene
Day who took office in 2011 and has
reached the mandatory retirement age.

Joseph Cataldie. The election will be
a rematch of the May 16 special elec-
tion when Guillard defeated Cataldie to
fill the vacancy left by the retirement of
Family Court Judge Pam Baker in 2025.

This area includes South Baton Rouge,
Melrose, Villa Del Ray, Broadmoor,

Sherwood Forest, South Baton Rouge, and the western part
of the City of St. George.

Division A has two Family Court judges. The other judge,
Kyle Russ, has served since 2023. He is unopposed for re-
election this fall. Also unopposed is Family Court Judge
Erika Green, who was reelected from Division B, a district
which includes downtown, Baker, and parts of North Baton
Rouge.

This district goes from the northwest
part of East Baton Rouge Parish near Port
Hudson all the way to St. George in the
southeast corner of the parish. It includes
the cities of Zachary and Central and the
eastern part of the City of St. George.

Since only two candidates are running
in each race, no runoff will be necessary.
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Clerk of Court Doug Welborn Holds
ualifying at Central City Hall

COUNCILMAN BRITON MYER (left) with his wife Chelsea and their two children after qualifying. Lon Vicknair (left/center), his wife Rebecca, their children, and
Clerk of Court Doug Welborn. Councilman Aaron McKinney with Clerk of Court Doug Welborn and Aaron’s wife Hannah and their four children.
Chief Roger Corcoran (right) with Gabrielle Savoye, Clerk of Court Doug Welborn, and Whitney Wilson.
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CANDIDATE FOR CHIEF OF POLICE Paul Kimball (left) with his family after qualifying. Candidate for Mayor Geno Guercio (center) talking with Doug Welborn.
Brandon Abadie (right), administrator of elections for East Baton Rouge Parish, qualifies Kenny Wall for the Central Community School Board.
He was unopposed in District 3. In the background is Fred Sliman, campaign manager for Paul Kimball.

BRANDON ABADIE (left) with the Clerk of Court’s Office qualifies Central School Board member Michael Hooper who was unopposed in District 6. Metro Councilman Aaron
Moak (right/center) during qualifying with John Swearingen of Doug Welborn’s office. Hannah Brown (right) with her family after qualifying to run for Central Council District 3.

= | A - _. _ : i_ii.-i:wq _
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SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER MIKE DAVIS (left) was unopposed in District 5. School board member Jason Leaphart has opposition in District 1. Chief of Police Roger
Corcoran (center) with Doug Welborn. Councilman at Large Joshua Roy (right/center) was unopposed. Councilwoman D’ Ann Wells (right) is running for mayor of Central.

LEAH VECK (left) was unopposed for School Board District 2. Councilman Tim Lazaroe (left/center) who was unopposed with Richard Venable who will be the
new councilman for District 4. Henrietta Williams (center), candidate for Justice of the Peace in District 3, with her son Caleb. Dwayne Rogers (right/center) and
Lee Russell (right) are running against each other for Constable from JP District 2 in the Pride and Baywood area.

Qualifying at Central City Hall - August 5, 2026 - Photos by Jolice Provost
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Candidates for Central City Offices Nov. 3

Mayor, Chief of Police and Central City Council Districts
F ¥ Candidates for Mayor of Central
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Council
District 5
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Walters, Jr.
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New Members of Central School Board

Central School Board Districts

On Nov. 3, 2026, Central voters will elect a new sev-

en-member School Board composed of one member

E elected from each of seven single-member districts.

g Current board members Roxanne Atkinson and David

z Walker are term limited and will not be running for re-
election. By the time qualifying ended, only one district

/ had more than one candidate. In District 1, incumbent
Jason Leaphart will face challenger Jeffrey LaCour.

| Schobl /
Board

District4

.
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o
DEER CREEK DR
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WCKWATER RD

| School
o Board

{r,\( District 5

School
Board
District 6

3 (o
Nick Carmena o
UNOPPOSED RET pe—
Michael Hooper
UNOPPOSED

Mike Davis
UNOPPOSED

BROWN RD

ACRES CT

Carol Norwood
UNOPPOSED

School
Board

District 1 District 2

Leah Veck
UNOPPOSED

-t
-

Jason Leaphart Jeffery LaCour

Kenneth Wall
UNOPPOSED

The Central Community School District was created as a result of an amendment to the Louisiana Constitution approved by voters
statewide, in East Baton Rouge Parish, and in Central in 2006. The interim school board was appointed by Gov. Kathlene Blanco
in January 2007. They selected Mike Faulk as district superintendent. The first employee hired was Coach Sid Edwards. The new
board officially took over the existing schools in the district on July 1, 2007, and schools in Central opened in August 2007. Voters
in the district chose the first elected board that fall. Today, the Central Community School System is one of the highest performing
in Louisiana. It operates five schools. The district superintendent is Dr. Jason Fountain.
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Candidates for Mayor of Central Tackle
Issues at Chamber of Commerce of EBR

Continued from Page 1

tion are the issues of greatest im-
portance to the people of Central.
Guercio reviewed his 40 years’
experience serving on the Self-
Insured Fund Board and how it
broadened his business experience.
He has also been in business for
himself for 40 years, specializing in
high end remodeling. During that
time, he served as president of the
Baton Rouge Homebuilders.
Guercio was involved with the
late Rep. Clif Richardson as the
people of Central worked to start
the new City of Central, using
DEMCO as their home base.
During the Great Flood of 2016,
he helped rescue people, including
former Baton Rouge Police Chief
Wayne Rogillio.
Guercio said he will be the peo-
ple’s Mayor and do the right thing.
Metro Councilman Aaron Moak
reviewed his lifelong interest in the
Central community starting when
he joined the Junior Fire Program
at age 13. He said he later worked
full-time as a fireman. During his
time off, he got in the IT busi-
ness, which is now 30 years old.
He recalled being an early mem-
ber of the Central Area Business
Association and served three years
as president. He always wanted to
be part of their annual Christmas
parade and was one of the early
supporters of incorporating the
City of Central.
He was on the first elected Cen-
tral City Council, where he served

CANDIDATES FOR MAYOR ¢ Lon Vicknair * Geno Guercio * Aaron Moak ¢ Despo “D’Ann” Wells

three terms.

When Mayor Wade Evans decid-
ed not to run for reelection, it cre-
ated an OEportunity for him to run.

He spoke with pride of his service
on the Metro Council.

Central City Council member
D’Ann Wells recalled that she was
named Teacher of the Year at Cen-
tral Middle School and then served
as principal at Galilee Baptist Acad-
emy, where she was able to earn
state approval for the school.

She later returned to teach in the
public schools in Livingston Parish
1n order to get back into the state re-
tirement system.

She said people in Central are

concerned about over development,
and she does not want to overcrowd
our streets.

She said she is proud of the fact
that the current Central City Coun-
cil has embarked on a $17 million
drainage improvement plan.

On the other hand, she expressed
concern at recent changes that make
it easier to build new developments
and that reduced requirements.

“I want to keep Central Central,”
she said and emphasized that she
doesn’t want to overburden our
school system, which is one of Cen-
tral’s best features.

Lon Vicknair recalled moving
to Central when he was eight years

old and growing up here. He gradu-
ated from Central High in 1999 and
began a career in the U.S. Navy,
which led to his serving all over the
world during 13 deployments.

“I’ve seen the bad, and that’s not
what we want in the USA,” he said.
He rose from a seaman to one of the
highest ranking enlisted men in the
service and then to an officer.

In the Navy, he had roles of in-
creasing responsibility and func-
tioned at the executive level for
the last half of his service. Upon
retirement, he returned to Central
and worked as an energy execu-
tive supervising projects across the

See CENTRAL on Page 16

YOU'RE FIRST. ALWAYS.

Dr. Ross Lang

$286 VALUE
i mhﬂ‘rm GLEET]

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS!

WWW.CONCORDFDCENTRAL.COM

Your health. Your smile. Your focused dental care.

IS YOUR SMILE READY FOR SUMMER PHOTOS?

Weddings, vacations, graduation...

there are a lot of smiles on the way!

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

NO INSURANCE? NO PROBLEM!

ASK ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE MEMBERSHIP PLAN

CALL TODAY

(225) 261-8050
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Hard Working

Honest
For the People of Central

e Resident of Central for 33 Years years. I'm running for mayor of Central because | believe our
e Coached Little League - Jackson community deserves leadership that listens, acts, and delivers real

My name is Geno Guercio. | have been a resident of Central for 33

results. Central is more than just a place to live - it's where families
grow, businesses thrive, and neighbors look out for one anther. But

Park and Lovett Road Park

e Business Owner for 40 Years like any growing community, we face challenges that require
e Chairman, Residential l.icensing thoughtful solutions and strong leadership.
Board of EBR for Nine Years My vision is simple: safer neighborhoods, stronger local businesses,

improved infrastructure, and a city government that is open,

¢ LA Home Builders Association transparent, and accountable to its people. I'm committed to working

SIF Trustee 30+ Years with residents, not above them, to build a future that reflects our
e |990 President, Baton Rouge shared values and priorities.
Homebuilders Association This campaign is about bringing people together, focusing on what

matters most, and moving Central forward -- one step at a time.

Top Priorities
| > GENO N
Education )
Drainage/Roads GUERCIO
Safety (School & Public)
Audit N * >

Represent All People

® @ @ @ @

€ Follow me on Facebook at Guercio For Mayor of Central
GenoGuerciokMayor@gmail.com

Geno Guercio

CHECK OUT WHAT’S

IN YOUR OWN
BACKYARD

BREC.ORG/CENTRAL
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Key Local Races
In Central Deserve
Voters’ Attention

Continued from Page 1

posed. Incumbent school board
members Roxanne Atkinson, who
is board president, and Dr. David
Walker, the vice president, were
barred from running again by term
limits. Leah Veak qualified to run
for Walker’s seat and was unop-
posed. Ken Wall qualified for Mrs.
Atkinson’s seat and was also unop-
posed.

The only contested school board
race will be between incumbent
member Jason Leaphart and chal-
lenger Jeffrey LaCour. This sets up
a rematch from four years ago.

In the race for Justice of the Peace
from District 3, which includes all
of Central and extends all the way
into the Mid-City area of Baton
Rouge, incumbent Mark Miley has
two opponents —LaShawn Good-
win and Henrietta Williams.

In the race for Constable from
JP District 3, incumbent Gordon
Hutchinson has competition from
Chris Johnson and Sheila Freeman.

In the race for Constable from
JP District 2 (Pride), Dwayne Rog-
ers and Lee Russell are seeking the
post.

Constable, JP Dist. 3

Gordon
Hutchinson, Jr.
Sheila Freeman photo not available

“Chris” Johnson

Constable, JP Dist. 2

E'ﬂ ! i il

Dwayne Rogers

-TRUST-
WE DON'T
WASTE TIME
OR MONEY

7777 Airline Hwy
225-927-2311

Lee Russell

Classified Ads

Rate: $6 for first 10 words. $10 for 11 to 20 words, $15
for 21 to 30 words. $20 for 31 to 40 words. For ads up
to 40 words, pay online at centralcitynews.us or mail
check to Central City News, 910 North Foster Drive,
Baton Rouge, LA 70806. Ads over 40 words will be
charged per column inch at $25 per column inch. For
estimated number of column inches, email copy to cen-
tralcitynews@hotmail.com or call 225-261-5055. All
classifieds must be paid in advance. To pay by credit
card, go to www.centralcitynews.us or mail check to
Central City News, 910 N. Foster, Baton Rouge 70806

HOUSE CLEANING: Young exper-
ienced house cleaner with references
wants to start own business. VERY com-
petitive prices 225-328-5929.

STUM AND TREE SERVICE: Rob-
in’s Tree and Stump Removal Service,
licensed arborist #2458. Forty years in
business. Call 225-328-6224,

WINSTON
DECUIRJR.

For District Judge

T

RESPECTED IN THE COMMUNITY. TRUSTED IN THE COURTROOM.

FOR MORE THAN 25 YEARS, Winston DeCuir, Jr.
has earned a reputation for integrity, fairness,
and steady leadership. He brings extensive
experience in litigation including representing
LSU, Southern University, the City of Zachary
and a host of local entities in complex matters.

Outside the courtroom, Winston and his wife,
Jennifer, have raised three children: Winston lll;
William; and Mary. They are active in both
Sacred Heart and St. Aloysius Catholic Church.

ELECTION DAY IS NOVEMBER 3

EARLY VOTING IS OCTOBER 20 - 27
(THE DEADLINE TO REGISTER TO VOTE IN THIS ELECTION IS OCTOBER 5)

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
VISIT DECUIRFORJUDGE.COM OR
SCAN QR CODE HERE:

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT WINSTON DECUIR, JR.

[: [ N T R A l Join the Central Dental Care Family!

We can't wait to see your smile!

dental care

Welcoming patients to our brand-new facility!
Book Your Appointment Today!

1\\1 \

F. F )
Call Today or Conveniently
Book Your Appaintment Online!
225-261-6645 14305 Grand Settlement Blvd Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm
CentralDentalCare.net Unit A, Baton Rouge, LA 70818 Friday 8am-12pm
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Central City News Editor Launched His First

Editor Woody Jenkins
Reminisces about His
Newspaper Career that
Spans 1950’s to 2020's

BATON ROUGE — In July 1966, Woody Jenkins
was in a good position for a budding young jour-
nalist. Atage 19, he already had a year’s experi-
ence as an announcer and newsman at the CBS
affiliate in Baton Rouge, WAFB-TV. Channel
9 was the dominant station in the market with
60 percent of all households in the Capital area
tuned in for the six o’clock news. Before that,
he had a year under his belt as a newsman at
WLCS, the top radio station in the Baton Rouge
market. He was producing newscasts and some
of his stories were running nationwide on AP.

These weren’t his first ventures into journal-
ism. He had been the newspaper editor at Fair-
fields Elementary in 1957 at age 10 and started a
literary magazine at Prescott Jr. at age 13. Writ-
ing and &)ublishing seemed to be in his blood.

‘I had visions of someday being CBS’s na-
tional news anchor like Walter Cronkite.”

But that dream came tumbling down in late
July 1966. “I was also the conservative colum-
nist at the Daily Reveille and getting in as man
hours as I could at the station to pay for school.
One night, I signed WAFB-TV off the air at 2
a.m. and went out to my car in the station park-
ing lot, only to find it had been broken into. I
had been to the cleaners and the laundry mat.
All my clothes were in that car, except what I
had on my back. To my shock, the thieves had
stolen every piece of clothing I owned!”

“The next morning, I went to my boss at the
station to tell him Wl%at happened and to ask for
a raise. I had been at the station for a year and
I was still making $1.73 an hour — not enough
to pay my meager bills. I asked to be raised to
$2 an hour. I thought I was a cinch to get it, es-
pecially with my sad story about having to buy
clothes. To my surprise, my boss leaned across
his desk with a scowl and said, ‘A raise! We
were thinking of firing your ass!””

See 60 YEARS on Page 16

{'.rniﬂt of Istroumg Refires After 12 Vears Broadcasting HS Games
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In 1968, radio pioneer Gene Nelson of WLCS gave up his
role as the voice of the Istrouma High Indians, and turned
over the job to Bob Furlow, the station’s program director.
Both were graduates of Istrouma High. In 2019, Central
City News editor Woody Jenkins became the Voice of the
Istrouma Indians in the tradition of Nelson and Furlow.
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Woody Jenkins editing the North Baton Rouge Journal
in 1968. He and future wife Diane founded the Journal Aug.
11, 1966. Seven years later in 1973, he used that typewriter to
Rights of the Louisiana Constitution.

Z

Ve

write the Declaration of

North Baton Rouge Journal was printed 1966-1969 by
the Baton Rouge News Leader, Baton Rouge’s black newspaper.
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Istrouma coach Big Fuzzy Brown retired in ~ I-110 was under construction in 1968, and the
1967 after winning nine state football titles.  U.S. was in the midst of Vietnam War.
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Woody Jenkins and Diane Aker onthe  The North Baton Rouge Journal
Journal’s first birthday, Aug. 11,1967. went to 10,000 households weekly.

Business manager L.E. Wallace picking up North Baton
Rouge Journal from News Leader’s printing plant.

K 3

Newspaper 60 Years Ago — on August 11,1966

Large dailies like the Advocate stuck with low quality let-
terpress. The Journal was in the forefront of offset printing.

Handsetting type for headlines for the Journal. Head-
lines were run on a proof press, then to paste-up sheets.

g o

Dr. A.O. Goldsmith, dean of LSU Journal-
ism School, presenting award to the Journal.
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Buckskin Bill was in his 14th season on WAFB.
He began his long-running show Aug. 15,1955.

Reapportionmentof City-Parish Council Prepesed by NBE Joamal
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The Journal was the first to propose single-
member districts for the Metro Council in 1968.
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New Board Members for Bank of Zachar

ZACHARY — Bank of Zachary is
proud to announce the appointment
of three distinguished business and
community leaders to its Board of
Directors: Edward 1. Daniel 1V,
Thomas E. “TEM” McHugh III,
and Mark J. Milton.

The addition of these profession-
als reflects the bank’s ongoing com-
mitment to strong leadership, strate-
gic growth, and community-focused
service throughout the region.

“We are excited to welcome Ed-
ward, TEM, and Mark to the Bank
of Zachary Board of Directors,”
Mark Marionneaux, Bank of Zach-
ary President and CEO, said.

‘Their diverse experience, busi-
ness insight, and dedication to our
communities will bring tremendous

travel com]fany focused on creating
exceptional travel experiences for
its clients. McHugh and his wife,
Stephanie Daigle McHugh, have
been married for 35 years and are
proud parents of three children, Hal-
ey, Thomas, and Kenlee, and grand-
?arents to Mary Ellis Odom, Miller

ames Odom, Thomas McHugh V,
and Amelia McHugh.

Milton is part-owner of Buffalo
Electric, where he has provided
leadership and oversight for the
past 27 years. In this role, Milton is
responsible for strategic operations
management, business develop-
ment, client relations, and financial
and regulatory oversight, helpin
to guide the company’s continue

rowth and success within the in-

i - " pr—— ustrial electrical industry. Origi-
:gggfngtooﬁgecgiglél :rss Z&;led Cs?llll)gg}lg Edward I. Daniel IV Thomas “TEM” McHugh nally from Baker and n OVI&'/.yreS'i di%l
ing the growth of our region.’ and hardwood seedling operation  and Alex. : in Slaughter, Milton and his wife o
anie% is owner and president of 11 Amite County, Mississippi, and ~~ McHugh recently retired follow- 38 years, Charlotte, are Farents of
Daniel Forestry Services, Inc., a member-manager of Que Pasa, ing a distinguished 20-year career four children, Logan, Dylan, Kade,
company specializing in reforesta- LLC, @ restaurant located in St. as an executive with Verizon. He and Kendall, an gI{Iandparen_ts to
tion and wetland restoration proj- Francisville. A lifelong resident of also owns McHu(gih Consulting, a Madeline  Milton, Hayes Milton,
ects throughout the region. He also  Yest Feliciana Parish, Daniel and  company dedicated to helping busi- and Scottie Kate Milton.
serves as member-manager of EL is wife, Leslie z?’fes Daniel, have ness optimize sales for growth, and ~ Founded in 1904, Bank of Zacha-
Farms, LLC. an innovative cattle three children: Edward V, Clayton, is a partner in Veranda Horizons, a 1y is the oldest state bank in the state.

WOODS PAINTING SERVIGE

* 24 Hour Access Gate
¢ Climate Control & Regular

Storage Available Hooper Rd.
* Manager on site 261-7357

BUSINESS BANKING

buill 63 lriust.

Local businesses are the backbone of

any community. That's why w

solutions to help your business grow and thrive.
Personalized service and local expertise from
your neighbors, that’s the community bank

difference you’ll find at Bank of Zachary.

BANK of
ZACHARY

(225) 654-2701 | bankofzachary.com &= &

Zachary - Central - Watson - St. Francisville

IVORY WOODS
331.322.1514

ivory.woods1975@icloud.com
Over 30 Years' Experience

T reads & Care

(225) 331-8144

11115 PARK PLACE DR. - CENTRAL, LA

TIRE COMPANY

The Tires You NEED,

The Service You WANT

SERVICES:
Brakes - 0il Changes
Wheel Alignments - A/C Repair
Computer Diagnostics

(CORNER OF HOOPER ROAD & PARK PLACE)




16

CENTRAL CITY NEWS

September 2026

Central Mayor Candidates Tell Their Story

Continued from Page 11

country. In early 2025, he accepted
Mayor-President Sid Edwards’ in-
vitation to serve as Chief of Staff
in the Mayor’s office. This allowed
him to learn much more about lo-
cal government. Over the past 17

years, he has held responsibilities
where “the buck stops here”!

He said he is proud to have played
an important role in securing a ma-
jor pay raise for Baton Rouge City
Police. One of the biggest needs to-
day is for a new Parish Prison.

~\ )/ |

—— LAWNCARE —

making your yard look brand New again, one cut at a time

MOWING

2 Seth New

WEEDEATING

RE-ELECT

BLOWING EDGING

t, 2254484802

This platform is based on

e Christ

* Commerce

e Crime

e Community

Questions from the audience cen-
tered on fire protection and fire rat-

ings, whether Central should break
away from BREC, road improve-
ments, and the pace of development
in Central. Vicknair said infrastruc-
ture needs to precede development.
Moak said we need to get conces-
sions from developers.

60 Years of Media Experience

Continued from Page 14

“Suddenly, I had a flash of reality.
Being on WAFB-TV in the 1960°s
was a very heady experience. Ev-
erﬁrbod was watching, and every-
where | went geople knew me. But
suddenly I understood the reality of
my situation. I was just a low paid
employee at a big TV station. I was
expendable and could be easily re-
placed. There would be 100 other
guys waitin%lto take my place.”

“That night I went to my girl-
friend’s house. Diane Aker and I
started dating when we were sopho-
mores at Istrouma High School and
never dated anyone else. That night
we did some dreaming and some
planning. Diane was also working

MARK—@

MILEY

*

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

WENDY
EDWARDS

FOR FAMILY COURT JUDGE

Election Day:
November 3

WenyEdwords.org

at WAFB-TV in traffic, writing ad-
vertising copy. We were both soph-
omores enrolled in the LSU School
of Journalism.”

“When I was 15, I asked my dad
what he thought I should be when I
grew up. I thought I could do any-
thing but wasn’t sure what I wanted
to do. I’ll never forget his advice.”

“My daddy said, ‘Find some-
thing you love and do it! You’re
smart enough to make money doin
what you love. Find a need and fi
it. Be your own boss. If you work
for someone else, you're working
to achieve their dream. Have your
own dreams and work everyday to
achieve your dreams. Do what you
love, son, and you’ll never work a
day in your life!’”

“That night Diane and I thought
about our community, North Baton
Rouge, and realized that none of the
media in Baton Rouge cared much
about North Baton Rouge and cer-
tainly didn’t cover what happened
there. We knew we wanted to start
a newspaper — at age 19!”

“We pooled our money, $300,
and found a printer who would
work with us, Land Printing, owned
bfl Kenny Land. He published the
black newspaper, the News Lead-
er. We were quite a team — black
Democrats and white Republicans
working together everyday in the
1960’s to serve our communities!”

“I walked up Scenic Highway,
then Plank Road, then Choctaw,
Winbourne, and Airline, knocking
on the door of every business, ask-
in% people to advertise with us. I
asked them to take a chance and pay
cash in advance for their ad, so I
could pay the printing bill. It was a
crazy sales pitch but honest. Amaz-

ingly, they said yes! We rented a
small office on Chippewa behind
Dunlap Drug Store. We had enough

advertisers to print 10,000 copies of
that first paper. I hired three kids
from the neighborhood to ride with
me and throw the North Baton
Rouge Journal in every driveway
in the Istrouma area.”

“People loved it! And the ad-
vertisers kept on advertising. We
were going to school full-time at
J-School and working full-time af-
ternoons and evenings. The paper
grew from 10,000 free circulation
to 5,000 gaid circulation.”

“In 1969, Diane and I graduated
from LSU and knew we wanted to
go to law school. There was no way
to go to law school and work the
kind of schedule we had. So we put
the newspaper up for sale. Within
two weeks, we had a buyer. We
sold the paper for $30,000, and that
money paid most of our expenses
for both of us for three years at the
LSU Law School.”

“We were on our waﬁ in life!”

“I’ve often thought about my dad-
dy’s words — ‘Do what you love,
and you’ll never work a day in your
life!” Ihonor my father but he lied!
For the past 60 years, I’ve done
what I loved, but over those years,
I’ve worked by tail off. I’ve prob-
ably worked an average of 70 hours
a week! I can’t wait to see him in
heaven and ask why he told me that.”

“I imagine he’d say something
like, ‘Oh, yeah, I was joking about
the not working part!" You mean
you believed that? Hahaha.””
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Central School System’s 20th Convocation
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LISA DRAKE (left) from “Capturing Kids” Hearts”” was the surprise guest speaker at the 20th Central Community School System’s annual convocation. Central High School’s
Talented Art students performed with Mr. O’Banion (center). Supt. Jason Fountain (right) delivered a message to teachers and support staff.
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SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER Nick Carmena (left) applauds Dr. Fountain’s message. Mazi Gains (left/center) leads the Pledge of Allegiance. Central High senior Carrie LeBlanc
(center) welcomes everyone to the 20th Annual Convocation. Lisa Drake (right) sharing her story with teachers, administration and support staff workers.

Central Community School System Convocation
Greenwell Springs Baptist Church + August 3, 2026 - Photos by Jolice Provost
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Central Wildcats Hosted Madison Prep
For Preseason Scrimmage August 20th
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HEAD COACH DAVID SIMONEAUX (left) is looking forward to a great season! Week One the Wildcats will take on Acadiana Sept. 4 at Wildcat Stadium. Homecoming will
be Sept. 18 against John Ehret High School. CMS Night at Wildcat Stadium is Oct. 2. Central takes on Zachary Oct. 9 which is Alumni Night/Biddy Night. Senior Night is Oct. 30.
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Battling Heat, Humidity & Madison Prep:
Great Practlce for a Challengmg Scedule

THE CENTRAL WILDCATS finished the 2025 season 9-3 and made it to the third round of the state playoffs. Their only losses were to Catholic, Lafayette Christian, and to Zach-
ary in the playoffs (after beating Zachary in the regular season). Most of the 2025 Wildcat team is returning this season on both offense and defense. The coaches expect great things.
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Photos by Jolice Provost of Central City News
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Lon Vicknair Launches Mayor Campaign

With Large Croud at Trade Construction
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CANDIDATE FOR MAYOR LON VICKNAIR (left) with his wife Rebecca at the Campaign Kick Off. June Dupuy, Betsy Hooper, Tommie Morden, and Bennie Payne (center).
In photo at right, Will Easley, founder of Trade Construction Company (at left in photo) with Central’s Justice of the Peace Mark Miley.
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SHANE DEDON AND WAYNE MESSINA (left) enjoying the kick off party. Lon Vicknair (left/center) with Crystal Marie. Lon’s daughter Riley (center) is proud to support her
dad for mayor! Cindy McAllister and Leah Veck (right/center). Lon’s campaign manager Zach Kilshaw and Randy Anglin (right).

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT ROXANNE AT
(left/center). Harry and Louise Rauls (right/center). Rebecca Vicknair, school board member Carol Norwood and Lon Vicknair (right).

—— ) - 1;""'"'4 Ip—

Diane Duplesses. Chad Robertson and Rebecca Vicknair. Central City News editor Woody Jenkins (right/center) with Lon and Rebecca.
Lon (right) with Cindy McAllister, Lon, Cyndi Wolfe, and Randy Anglin (right).
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flyer. Bennie Payne (left/center). Lon talks with Doug and Jeanie Barnett (left/center). Jolice Provost and Valerie Jero (right/center).
Lon Vicknair (right) told his plans for Central and answered questions.
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Anniston (left) holding Lon Vicknair



