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INITIATIVE

Pay Off $52.4 Million in City-Parish Debt
Provide $20 Million for Drainage

No Increase in Voter-Authorized Tax Rates

Pay Off $52.4 Million in City-Parish Debt
Provide $20 Million for Drainage

No Increase in Voter-Authorized Tax Rates

CAMPAIGNING FOR THRIVE — Coach Sid with friends and supporters
campaigning for THRIVE Initiative on the ballot parishwide Nov. 15.

St. George Mayor Dustin Yates, Central Mayor Wade Evans, and Mayor-President Sid Edwards

THRIVE • 3 PROPOSITIONS ON THE BALLOT • NOV. 15
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Phone App iPhone and Android

Christmas Celebration Gospel Concert
To Broadcast Live from Life Tabernacle

THE SPELL FAMILY — Rev. Tony Spell (right), Sister Shaye Spell (cen-
ter), and Rev. Timothy Spell (left) will perform at the Christmas Celebration 
Gospel Concert at 7 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 5, 2025, at Revolution Square, 
9500 Blackwater Road in the City of Central. Admission is free. The event 
is open to all.  It will be broadcast live on Facebook at Central City News 
and St. George Leader.  Other guest artists are also expected to appear.

National Audience Expected to Watch

	 CENTRAL — Life Tabernacle will 
host the National Christmas Cele-
bration Gospel Concert at 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 5 at Revolution Square, 
9500 Blackwater Road in Central.  
	 Everyone is invited. Admission 
is free.  Reservations are not nec-
essary. It will be the first Christmas 
concert at the church since before 
the shutdown in 2020.  	
	 Rev. Tony Spell said, “The con-
cert will bring everyone from Life 
Tabernacle’s seven church sanctu-
aries together along with all of our 
ministries for a wonderful time of 
gratitude, love, fellowship, and a 
musical celebration of Jesus’ birth!
	 Revolution Square seats 5,800 
people. While a capacity crowd is 
not expected for a Christmas con-
cert, the facility can accommodate 
everyone who attends church in an 
average week.  A new sound system 
for the conference center will be in-
stalled before the concert.
	 The national audience on Central 
City News and Life Tabernacle on 
Facebook could reach tens or even 
hundreds of thousands of viewers.
	 Some Life Tabernacle broadcasts 

on Facebook have reached as many 
as 1 million viewers.
	 Rev. Spell said, “For the first 
time, the Life Tabernacle Christmas 
Concert will be broadcast nation-
wide and even worldwide.  It will 
all begin at 7 p.m. CST.  This will 
be an event to remember, and we 
would love to have you here in per-
son at Revolution Square or at least 
joining us online!”
	 “We will be serving a fine meal 
from The Haven at the Lake Cafe, 
also at 9500 Blackwater Road.  This 
year will be unique in that we will 
serve the meal out of the windows 
adjacent to Revolution Square, so 
people will never have to leave the 
concert in order to eat. Revolution 
Square is truly a one-of-a-kind ven-
ue.”
	 “Inspiration for what we are do-
ing this year came from a phone 
call with Sister Linda Gibson, the 
author of the famous song, Funeral 
Plans. On July 1, we recorded this 
song for our upcoming album. So 
I contacted Sister Gibson, and the 
phone call was truly amazing!”
	 “She said I’ll give you permis-
sion to record the song and all of the 
songs I have written! She has writ-
ten some beautiful songs!  The next 
song she wrote that we plan to re-
cord is Didn’t I Walk on the Water?”
	 “Sister Gibson has agreed to join 
us Dec. 5 and sing!”

Spell Family Hosts
Musical Tribute to
The Birth of Jesus
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	 BATON ROUGE — Three and a half 
years ago, the life of mother of twins 
Katherine Diamond turned to hell, 
and the torment has continued ever 
since. She has faced the East Baton 
Rouge Family Court system, which 
has all but destroyed her family, her 
home, her job, and her life.  
	 Ms. Diamond has never been 
arrested or charged with a crime. It 
would have been much better if she 
had, because then the allegations 
against her would have been held 
to a higher standard. After our two-
year investigation, the Central City 
News has found the following:
	 1. Based on a false allegation 
of child abuse, Family Court 
Judge Pam Baker determined 
that Katherine Diamond abused 
her daughter. The only evidence of 
child abuse was a 20-second video 
that clearly showed there was no 
child abuse. (See link on Page 4)
	 2. Judge Baker failed to report 
the alleged abuse to the Louisiana 
Department of Children and 
Family Services, and the allega-
tion was never investigated at all. 
No investigator was assigned to the 
case, and no one, including the chil-
dren, was ever questioned.
	 3. As a result of the false 
allegation of child abuse, Judge 
Baker and then Judge Erica 
Green refused to allow Ms. 
Diamond to see her children at all 
for two years.  They did this even 
though Ms. Diamond was in no 
sense a danger to her children. 
	 4.	After Judge Jimmy Kuhn 
was assigned to the case, Ms. 
Diamond was allowed to see her 
children for a total of 14-1/4 hours 
over a six-month period.  
	 5. In the six months since May 
of this year, another judge, Judge 

Katherine Diamond: 
Never Charged with
A Crime, But Locked
In EBR Parish Prison
	 Woody Jenkins
	 Editor

3-1/2 Years of Living Hell

DEBTOR’S PRISON — While Congress abolished imprisonment for debts in 1833, the 
practice has resurfaced in some states. Here in Louisiana, Katherine Diamond, has been 
repeatedly put in the East Baton Rouge Parish Prison by Family Court Judges Pamela 
Baker and Erika Green for her inability to pay more than $72,086 in attorney fees for 
her ex-husband.  These attorney fees were not her own but those of her husband in their 
custody proceedings.  The case has drawn the attention of the Louisiana Supreme Court 
and legislators such as Sen. Valerie Hodges and Rep. Kathy Edmonston. Photo above 
shows Katherine Diamond reporting to the Parish Prison. Photo by Woody Jenkins.

Falsely Accused, Deprived of Children

Judge Pam Baker
Resigns Effective
Dec. 31, 2025 from 
EBR Family Court
	 BATON ROUGE — Embattled 
Family Court Judge Pam 
Baker, who kept a Baton 
Rouge mother from seeing 
her children for more than two 
years on a false accusation of 
child abuse and imprisoned the 
mom when she was unable to 
pay her husband’s attorney 
bill of $72,086, has resigned.
	 The resignation is effective 
on Dec. 31, 2025.
	 Katherine Diamond, the 
mother of twin 14-year-olds, 
was picking up her children, 
then 9 years old, for a routine 
exchange of the kids when 
her husband, Robert Ragland, 
starting filming.
	 The 20-second video shows 
Diamond trying get the girl in 
her car but clearly no abuse. 
The girl jumps back in with her 
dad with a big smile as if to say, 
“mission accomplished.”

Judge Pam Baker Failed to Report 
Alleged Child Abuse as Required

	 BATON ROUGE — Family Court 
Judge Pam Baker had the case of 
Ragland vs. Ragland for seven 
years.  Nearly four years ago, the 
judge examined a video from 2018 
and decided it proved child abuse 
by the mother, Katherine Diamond. 
	 There were several problems 
with that.  First, the video has now 
been viewed by tens of thousands 
of people, and it simply doesn’t 
show child abuse.
	 Second, if Baker thought there 
were child abuse, she had a legal 
obligation to report that abuse 
to the Louisiana Department of 
Children and Family Services so it 
could be investigated.  She didn’t.
	 If she had, DCFS would have 
conducted an investigation, deter-
mined if the alleged abuse actually 
occurred, who did it, whether there 
were any injuries, and whether 
there was a pattern of such behavior.  
The parents and the children would 
have been questioned.
	 Instead, there was no investi-
gation.  No one was questioned, 
and the facts of the alleged abuse 
were never examined.
	 Failure to report child abuse 
carries criminal penalties, and the 
judge never reported to DCFS what 
she herself said was child abuse.

LOUISIANA CHILDREN’S CODE
Chapter 5. Child Abuse Reporting and Investigation

Article. 609. Mandatory and permitted reporting
	 B. With respect to permitted reporters, any other person 
having cause to believe that a child’s physical or mental health or 
welfare is endangered as a result of abuse or neglect, including 
a judge of any court of this state, may report in accordance 
with Article 610.

Article 610. Reporting procedure
	 A. A reporter shall immediately report suspected child abuse 
or neglect or that child abuse or neglect was a contributing factor in a 
child’s death in the following ways:
	 (1) To the Department of Children and Family Services if the 
reporter has reason to believe that the perpetrator is any of the following:
	 (a) A parent or caretaker as defined in Article 603.
	 (4) Reports to the department shall be made as follows:
	 (c) A permitted reporter shall make a report through the designated 
state child protection reporting hotline telephone number or in 
person at any child welfare office.
	 B. The report shall contain the following information, if known:
	 (1) The name, address, age, sex, and race of the child.
	 (2) The nature, extent, and cause of the child’s injuries or 
endangered condition, including any previous known or suspected 
abuse to this child or the child’s siblings.
	 (3) The name and address of the child’s parent(s) or other caretaker.
	 (4) The names and ages of all other members of the child’s household.
	 (5) The name and address of the reporter.
	 (6) An account of how this child came to the reporter’s attention.
	 (7) Any explanation of the cause of the child’s injury or condition 
offered by the child, the caretaker, or any other person.
	 (8) The number of times the reporter has filed a report on the child 
or the child’s siblings.
	 (9) Any other information which the reporter believes might be 
important or relevant.
	 C. The report shall also name the person or persons who are 
thought to have caused or contributed to the child’s condition, if 
known, and the report shall contain the name of such person if he 
is named by the child.

Judge Decided There 
Was Child Abuse with
No Evidence, Never 
Reported It to DCFS

IN 2018, life was very different for 
Katherine Diamond and her twins. Today, 
her son is 6’1” but she is still considered 
a danger to them, even though there was 
never any evidence of abuse.

See 3-1/2 YEARS on Page 5

See CONTROVERSIAL on Page 5

NEW See Original Article from 
April 2024 on Pages 4-5
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	 BATON ROUGE — Bright and early 
on Saturday morning, Dec. 2, 2023, 
Katherine Diamond was hard at 
work on the riverfront in downtown 
Baton Rouge, picking up trash. She 
had on her yellow vest, as did the 
others who were there for a variety 
of wrongs, such as shoplifting, drug 
abuse, or DWI.
	 However, unlike others who were 
sentenced to “community service” 
for committing crimes, Katherine 
Diamond hasn’t been convicted of 
anything. In fact, she hasn’t even 
been charged with a crime.
	 Diamond is not an alcoholic nor 
has she ever undergone treatment 
for alcoholism. She’s never been a 
drug user or had a drug problem.
	 She’s never been accused of 
child abuse by the state.
	 Yet, Katherine Diamond, the 
mother of two 12-year-old twins, 
has not been allowed to see her 
children since January 2022. 	
	 Besides continuing her “com-
munity service” in December, 
Family Court Judge Erika Green 
began sending Katherine Diamond 
to Parish Prison every Saturday.
	 In Ms. Diamond’s words, “My 
life is over. I’m in living hell.  Will 
no one in this city or state stop and 
listen to what has happened to me?  
Is the system so broken and so 
corrupt that there is no way to get 
justice?”
	 Katherine Diamond does indeed 
have a story to tell.

Judges Baker, Green Haven’t Allowed Mom
To See Her Twins in More than Two Years
Katherine Diamond 
Wasn’t Convicted
Or Even Charged
With Any Crime
	 Woody Jenkins
	 Editor

have been donated. She has gone 
through a litany of attorneys who 
have so far been unable to get her 
children back.
	 To add insult to injury, she has 
even been ordered to pay more than 
$70,000 of her husband’s attorney 
fees!  That’s something rare.  
	 Yet, failing to pay for her 
husband’s attorney fees is the reason 
Judge Erika Green has been sending 
Ms. Diamond to Parish Prison.  The 
judge is trying to force her to pay 
money which Ms. Diamond says 
she doesn’t have — much like 
debtor’s prison in centuries past.
	 Having to spend part of her 
weekends in “community service” 
with criminals is another way Judge 
Green is trying to force Ms. Diamond
to pay her husband’s legal bills.
	 But what’s really at the bottom 
of this?  Why were Katherine 
Diamond’s children taken from her?  
And why can’t she get them back?
	 Katherine Diamond lost the right 
to see her children and hasn’t been 
able to get it back because she has 
been accused of child abuse by 
her ex-husband! However, the ex-
husband never reported the alleged 
abuse to police, the District Attorney, 
or the Louisiana Department of
Children and Family Services.
	 So the accusation hasn’t been 
investigated by the police, the 
District Attorney’s office or the 
Louisiana Department of Children 
and Family Services.  In fact, 
Katherine Diamond says she has 

	 Her case for the custody of her 
children was handled by Family 
Court Judge Pam Baker for six 
years and the past six months by 
Family Court Judge Erika Green.
	 Since this case began, her legal 
bills to try to see her children have 
totalled well over $150,000 and 
another $200,000 in legal services 

IN HAPPIER TIMES — Katherine Diamond with her two twins.  They are now 12. 
Ms. Diamond said she has not been allowed to see her children for the past two years. All 
this even though she has not been convicted or even charged with a crime.  Her husband 
alleges that she is guilty of child abuse but a video of the alleged abuse reveals nothing 
even close to abuse.

PICKING UP TRASH — Katherine 
Diamond has been ordered to go to Parish 
Prison on Saturdays and to do 200 hours 
of “community service” picking up trash 
— in large part for failure to pay her ex-
husband’s attorney bills.

KATHERINE DIAMOND loading trash 
into a trailer on the banks of the river.
never been questioned by the 
government at all.  Nor have the 
children ever been interviewed 
by DCFS or any representative
of state or local government.
	 Exactly what kind of child 
abuse has Katherine Diamond been 
accused of?
	 Family Court Judge Pam Baker 
said in open court that Katherine 
Diamond’s is a terrible case of child 
abuse.  So exactly what did Katherine 
Diamond do?  What do you have 

Interview with 
Baton Rouge Mom
Katherine Diamond
Before Reporting to 
EBR Parish Prison

Jan. 27, 2024

Interview with 
BR Attorney 

Susan Rayborn
Analyzing Arrest of 
Katherine Diamond

Jan. 27, 2024

Central City News Investigative Report

Readers Can View Alleged Abuse,
And Make Their Own Judgment

	 BATON ROUGE — Everything done 
to Baton Rouge mom Katherine 
Diamond by Family Court judges 
Pamela Baker and Erika Green 
goes back to an allegation of 
child abuse made by her husband.  
This allegation has never been 

	 There is no other evidence of 
child abuse on the record, except 
this video.
	 After the event, the husband did 
not report child abuse to any law 
enforcement agency nor was it 
investigated.

investigated by the 
Sheriff’s office, the 
District Attorney, or the 
Louisiana Department 
of Children and Family 
Services.  It is simply 
an allegation.
	 Fortunately, the Cen-
tral City News has 
obtained a copy of the 
video of the alleged 
abuse made by and 
edited by the husband.
	 The couple was meet-
ing at a parking lot for 
the routine transfer of the children 
from the husband to Mrs. Dia-
mond. Instead of assisting his ex-
wife with getting the children into 
her car, the husband was busy film-
ing the event and doing nothing to 
encourage the children to go with 
their mom.
	 The beginning of the video 
is edited to make it appear the 
daughter is being choked, when 
in fact that was not the case.  The 
Central City News has blurred the 
faces of the children to protect their 
privacy, but the unblurred version 
shows the daughter smiling and 
happy, as though they have just 
pulled off what was planned.  

	 At one point in the 
proceedings, Judge 
Baker said this video 
was serious evidence of 
child abuse.  Judges are 
required to report child 
abuse to the Depart-
ment of Children and 
Family Services under 
Children’s Code Arti-
cle 609. However, 
Judge Baker never re-
ported the alleged 
abuse so the matter 
could be independently 

investigated.  
	 By failing to report the alleged 
child abuse, Judge Baker appears 
to have violated Children’s Code 
Article 610 and could be subject to 
the criminal penalties in R.S. 14: 
403(A)(2), which applies to anyone 
“who knowingly and willfully ob-
structs the procedures for receiving 
and investigating reports of child 
abuse or neglect or sexual abuse.”
	 The point is that if judges have 
evidence of child abuse, they are 
required to report it, so it can be in-
vestigated by Child Protective Ser-
vices.  But this was never done.
	 To view the view, scan the QR 
code with a smartphone.

Alleged child abuse by 
Katherine Diamond as 
she picked up her kids

First Amendment?
Judge Bans Mom
From Social Media
Or Talking to Press

See KATHERINE on Page 5

Reprinted from April 2024
Central City News
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Katherine Diamond Has Been Silenced
But Central City News Tells Her Story

Continued from Page 4
to do for a Family Court judge in 
East Baton Rouge Parish to say that 
it is a terrible case of child abuse? 
	 Murder? Rape? Torture? Sexual 
abuse? Child abandonment?
	 No, in this case, the allegation 
of child abuse is that Katherine 
Diamond abused her daughter 
when her ex-husband brought the 
twins to meet Katherine so she 
could take them for a scheduled 
custody exchange. The ex-husband 
was videoing the event. The video 
shows the little girl standing next to 
Katherine, who is trying to put her 
in the car.  The mom struggles with 
the girl for about 10 seconds and 
then lets the girl free.  The brother is 
pulling on his sister and tells her to 
get in the dad’s car.  She then jumps 
in with her dad and is smiling. 
	 The father never gets out of the 
car to facilitate the exchange, never 
says, “Get in the car with your 
mother,” and never intervenes to stop 
the alleged abuse. He just films it.
 	 This video is the primary 
evidence that Katherine Diamond 
is a child abuser. Yet, the video 
does not show child abuse by any 
standard.
	 Immediately after the incident, 
Katherine Diamond called the 
police to complain that the father 
failed to give her the children for 
custody exchange.  
	 According to court testimony, the 
father said the police arrived and 
that he felt they were “belligerent” 
that he had not handed the children 
over to the mom.  Even though the 
alleged abuse had just occurred, 
he did not report the abuse to the 
police at that time or at anytime 
afterwards.  Such a report would 
have triggered an investigation. 
	 So what is really going on?
	 Family Court is a different world.  
It is a place where the judge is very 
powerful, and higher courts are 
extremely reluctant to intervene.  
Some attorneys refuse to practice in 
Family Court after having seen the 
injustices done there.
	 If the Family Court judge says 
she found child abuse, the court 
of appeal is unlikely to look at the 
“facts” much further than that.
	 Because there are no cameras in 
the courtroom in Louisiana as there 
are in many states, the appellate 
court often struggles with the ability 
to determine whether an abuse of 
discretion has actually occurred. 
When they are in doubt, they often 

take the easy way out and defer to 
the trial court.
	 If no objective appellate court 
judge takes the time to review the 
entire record and transcript of the 
trial and make an independent 
review of the facts according to the 
law, then great injustices can occur.
	 Katherine Diamond says she 

knows that for certain.
	 Over the past two years, Ms. 
Diamond says the money she has 
been forced to spend on attorney fees 
exhausted all of her resources and
has kept her in financial bondage. 
	 But that is only the beginning.
	 In addition, there is child support.  
Katherine has to pay child support 

HAPPIER DAYS — Katherine Diamond and her twins when she was still allowed to see 
them.  Although there is no evidence she ever abused her children, she has only been allowed 
to see them for 15 hours over the past three and a half years.  Now the boy twin is 6’1” 
and playing high school football.  Yet, the Family Court considers Ms. Diamond a danger.

Lilynn Cutrer has not allowed Ms. 
Diamond to see her children at all.
	 6. Judges Baker and Green 
ordered Ms. Diamond to pay her 
husband’s attorney fees, totalling  
$72,086. Because she was unable 
to pay, Katherine Diamond was 
sentenced to 120 days in Parish 
Prison.  She has had to periodically 
report to Parish Prison whenever a 
judge orders her to do so.
	 7. Also because she was unable 
to pay her husband’s attorney 
fees, Ms. Diamond was sentenced 
to “community service” picking 
up garbage and trash on the levee 
and at the parish dump along with 
drug dealers and petty criminals.
	 8. As a result of years of harass-

ment, Ms. Diamond’s savings have 
been depleted, she has lost her job, 
and her ex-husband is trying to 
take her interdicted mother’s home 
where Ms. Diamond is living and 
her belongings.
	 Despite these hardships, Kathe-

to her husband’s attorney every 
month in the amount of $800. 
	 Then there is the matter of her 
ex-husband’s attorney fees.
	 Louisiana is a state where nor-
mally each party in litigation pays 
his own attorney fees.
	 However, in Family Court in this 
state, it is quite possible for you 
to be ordered to pay your spouse’s 
attorney’s bill. And that’s exactly 
what happened to Ms. Diamond! 
	 Judge Baker and then Judge 
Green ordered Ms. Diamond to 
pay her ex-husband’s attorney fees 
amounting to more than $70,000!  
Judge Baker and then Judge Green 
ordered that she be sent to jail 
unless she pays all of her husband’s 
legal bills. 
	 That leads to why Katherine 
Diamond is picking up trash on the 
riverfront.  Judge Baker said she 
must do community service in part 
for being in contempt of the court 
for not timely paying the $70,000 to 
her husband’s attorney.
	 Judge Baker also ordered 
Katherine Diamond to vacate the 
family home and ordered a sale of 
the house even though there has been 
no trial on community property.  
That is on appeal right now.
	 “It is depriving me of all my 
assets, which they have done, 
attempting to take my home, and to 
deprive me of my children, while 
having to pay my husband’s legal 
bills,” Diamond said.
	 So Katherine Diamond con-
tinues life as it has become for her.  
Trying to work as an architectural 
designer.  Writing, calling, talking 
to anyone and everyone who could 
possibly help get her children back.
	 “Is there no answer for a mother 
like me?” she asks.  “I feel thrown 
away by our state and the world,” 
she said.  “Do I have any rights as a 
parent, or is it all just a sham?  I’ve 
never abused my children.  Will 
the courts do justice or just yield to 
whatever a biased judge says?”
	 That is indeed the question raised 
by Katherine Diamond’s case.
	 In September, Judge Baker 
recused herself from the case, and it 
was assigned to Family Court Judge 
Erica Green.  
	 However, so far, Katherine 
Diamond has still not seen her 
children, is still paying her 
husband’s legal fees and child 
support, and is still picking up trash 
on the riverfront and reporting to 
Parish Prison on Saturdays.
	 EDITOR’S NOTE from April 2024: 
Over the past year, the Central City News 
has read scores of transcripts, briefs, and 
motions in this case.  All the while, we 
were seeking to understand some rational 
basis for the bizarre, one-sided, and unjust 
treatment of Katherine Diamond in this 
case.  For a mother to be kept from seeing 
her children for more than two years on 
trumped up, false allegations of child 
abuse borders on criminal.  For the same 
mom to be forced to pick up trash and go to 
parish prison time after time for failure to 
pay her husband’s attorney fees is beyond 
tyrannical. Now, in a major blow to the 
First Amendment, Family Court Judge 
Erika Green put a gag order on Katherine 
Diamond, forbidding her from posting 
on social media and giving interviews 
to the media.  This wildly excessive 
decree violates the First Amendment, Ms. 
Diamond’s ability to defend herself, and 
the public’s right to know what is going 
on in the courts. We believe the Family 
Court system in East Baton Rouge is out 
of control, deeply flawed, and should be 
overhauled or shut down completely and 
its duties transferred to the 19th Judicial 
District Court.	

Email: woodyjenkins2020@hotmail.com

rine Diamond is still not allowed to 
see her children. On Nov. 14, Judge 
Cutrer will hold a hearing which 
appears designed to take away 
her parental rights entirely. That 
hearing is at 9 a.m. on the 4th Floor 
of the 19th JDC courthouse.

Continued from Page 3

Controversial Judge to Retire
	 That video was all it took to have 
Katherine Diamond labeled a child 
abuser — although she was never 
charged or tried for anything.
	 In our legal system, the trial 
judge is considered the “trier of 
facts,” which the courts of appeal 

are loath to even look at, much less 
overturn.
	 So, while Ms. Diamond could 
never be convicted of child abuse in 
a criminal trial, her consequences 
in Family Court are even greater.
	 But now the shoe is on the other 
foot, and Judge Baker has resigned.

3-1/2 Years of Living Hell

Continued from Page 3
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Republicans Question Governor’s Role
In Creating Gerrymandered 6th District

BERT CALLAIS, lead plaintiff in Callais v. Secretary of State chal-
lenging Cleo Fields’ racially gerrymandered district. He is with Debbie 
Kuehne, Lynn Cox Graham, and Susie Labry at the Reagan Luncheon.

Key Parties in
Supreme Court
Hearing Called
Reagan Event

Attorney Paul Hurd, lead coun-
sel challenging Fields’ district

Former D.A. Eddie Tarpley, cor-
respondent for St. George Leader

Gov. Jeff Landry, who passed Cleo 
Fields’ gerrymandered district.

Woody Jenkins, Republican 
Party parish chairman

Ronald Reagan Luncheon • October 14, 2025 • Café Américain 

FLIPPING THE SCRIPT 
	 It is amazing to see Governor 
Jeff Landry and Attorney General 
Liz Murrill on national television 
attempting to take credit for 
the possible overturn of Cleo 
Fields’ racially gerrymandered 
Congressional district!  
	 In case anyone has forgotten, 
it was Governor Jeff Landry and 
Attorney General Liz Murrill who 
WROTE Cleo Fields’ racially 
gerrymandered District and who 
bullied the legislature into passing 
it in January 2024.
	 It was the Governor and the 
Attorney General who falsely told the 
legislature that they were required to 
pass the Cleo Fields’ Congressional 
district because Louisiana was 
under court order to create a second 
black district. That was not true. 
There was no such court order.
	 It was Jeff Landry and Liz 
Murrill who engineered the ouster of 

a 2/3rds’ Republican majority in the 
State Senate.
	 It was Jeff Landry and Liz Murrill 
who bullied Louisiana legislators 
into passing the Cleo Fields’ district 
even though they knew Speaker of 
the U. S. House of Representatives 
Mike Johnson of Louisiana had 
only a three-vote majority, thereby 
endangering Republican control of 
the House.
	 It was Jeff Landry and Liz 

Murrill who went into federal 
court in March 2024 to defend 
the gerrymandered Cleo Fields 
District. And it was Jeff Landry 
and Liz Murrill who continued to 
defend that plan for 20 months until 
September of this year all the way 
to the US Supreme Court!
	 It was only in September, after 
President Trump‘s people took them 
to the woodshed, that they flipped 
positions and decided that the Cleo
Fields’ district was a bad idea. 
	 Even today, their position is 
weak. They argue that section 2 
of the Voting Rights Act should be 
struck down, but if it is not struck 
down, then the Fields’ district is fine. 
	 Congratulations to attorney Paul 
Hurd and the plaintiffs in Callais v. 
Secretary of State Nancy Landry 
for the courage and constitutionally-
correct arguments that they have 
made against the Cleo Fields’ 
district since they filed suit against 
it on January 31, 2024. They have 
fought it every step of the way at 
great personal and political expense.
	 Congratulations too to Secretary 
of State Nancy Landry who has 
well represented the interests of the 
people of Louisiana in calling out 
the Cleo Fields’ district for what it 
is, a racially gerrymandered district 
which violates the Equal Protection 
clause of the 14th amendment to the 
Constitution.  She stood against a 
powerful governor and spoke  truth.

Governor, AG Attempt to Flip Script
On Cleo Fields District They Created

	 Woody Jenkins
	 Editor

They Passed Thru
Legislature, Then
Defended in Court
For Past 20 Months

Cleo Fields’ Racially
Gerrymandered

6th District (in green)
Is Unconstitutional.*
Now Governor & AG
Who Created It Are

Trying to Take Credit
For Striking It Down

*Ruled unconstitutional by 
three-judge panel. 4/30/24

Garret Graves as our Congressman 
and paved the way for a racially 
gerrymandered district going from 
Baton Rouge to Shreveport to give 
Cleo Fields a guaranteed seat in 
Congress. 
	 It was Jeff Landry who 
engineered the appointment of 
Cleo Fields, a liberal Democrat, 
as chairman of the Senate and 
Government Affairs committee in 
charge of reapportionment, despite 

	 BATON ROUGE — On Tues-
day, Oct. 14 as soon as the 
U.S. Supreme Court ad-
journed its hearing on the 
Constitutionality of Con-
gressman Cleo Fields’ ger-
rymandered Congressional 
district, the Ronald Reagan 
Newsmaker Luncheon in 
Baton Rouge received an 
important call.
	 The luncheon, a meeting 
point for Republican leaders 
in East Baton Rouge Parish, 
was devoted to the Supreme 
Court hearing. The caller 
was Paul Hurd, the Monroe 
attorney who was represent-
ing the plaintiffs challenging 
the Constitutionality of the 
district.
	 The lead plaintiff in the 
case, Bert Callais, was also 
in the audience at the lun-
cheon, taking it all in.
	 Paul Hurd brought the 
audience up to date on 
what had happened in the 
Supreme Court.
	 Former Grant Parish Dis-

trict Attorney Eddie Tarpley, 
was with Hurd in Washing-
ton, where he was serving 
as legal correspondent for 
Community Press, which owns 
the Central City News and 
St. George Leader.
	 Hurd and Tarpley alter-
nated speaking and taking 
questions. Republican par-
ish chair-man, former Rep. 
Woody Jenkins, presided 
over the meeting.
	 The speakers made it 
clear Gov. Landry and At-
torney General Liz Murrill 
had created the problem by 
sponsoring the Cleo Fields’ 

district in the legislature.
	 One of the governor’s 
aides was in the audience, 
and he got the governor to 
call in and participate in the 
conversation.  Landry said 
that speakers had it wrong 
and that the legislature had 
no choice but to create the 
Fields’ district. 
	 Jenkins disagreed and 
produced the court order 
which did not mandate a 
second black district but 
ordered a trial on the merits.  
To hear the full debate, use 
your phone to click on the 
QR code below.
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Sheriff, BRPD Must Be Fully Funded
The Entire Parish Is in This Together

	 Woody Jenkins
	 Editor

Baton Rougeans Pay
$37 Million of Sheriff’s
Budget; Without Them,
Sheriff Couldn’t Operate

	 CENTRAL — Last week, for at least 
the 10th time in the last couple of 
months, a Central resident told me, 
“I don’t care about Baton Rouge!”
	 We had been discussing the 
Baton Rouge City Police, the 
shortage of 150 officers, and the 
BRPD’s remarkably low pay scale.
	 “I don’t care about Baton Rouge 
or their police,” he said.
	 Really?  I asked him if he work-
ed in Baton Rouge or owned a 
business there.  He said yes, he 
works there and his father owns a 
business there.
	 “So you work there and your 
dad has a business there, but you 
don’t care about whether there 
is adequate police protection in 
Baton Rouge?”  
	 He thought about it and said, 

DO YOU TRULY “BACK THE BLUE” or is it just words?  Backing the Blue starts 
with paying our Sheriff deputies and Baton Rouge City Police a living wage!

“Well, maybe I should care. I 
didn’t think about it that way.”
	 Yes, he should care. All of us 
should.
	 He thought some more and said, 
“But out here we pay for our own 
police through the Sheriff’s office, 
and Baton Rouge should do the 
same thing!”
	 “So you feel like you pay for the 
Sheriff’s office?” I asked.
	 “Of course, we do!” he said.
	 I continued, “Did you know that 
property owners in the City of Ba-
ton Rouge pay $37 million in taxes 
to support the Sheriff’s office?”
	 “Well, I didn’t know how much,” 
he said.
	 “Did you also know that the 
Sheriff doesn’t patrol in the City of 
Baton Rouge?  In fact, you seldom 
see a Sheriff’s vehicle in Baton 
Rouge.”
	 He said, “Well, I hadn’t thought 
about it but I guess that is true.”
	 “So, my friend, you’re only pay-
ing part of the cost of your police 
protection. The people in Baton 
Rouge are paying the rest.”
	 “The East Baton Rouge Parish 
Sheriff’s office receives $90.6 
million a year in property taxes, 
and the citizens of Baton Rouge 
pay more than 40 percent of that, 
even though Sheriff deputies don’t 
answer their calls.”
	 “So if property taxpayers in 
Baton Rouge stopped paying for 
law enforcement out in the parish, 
there would be a $37 million hole 
in the Sheriff’s budget.”
	 He said, “Wow, I didn’t think 
about it like that!”
	 The reality is, in East Baton 
Rouge Parish, we’re all in this thing 
together. We have a consolidated 
form of government, and it is 
essential that basic services be 
provided in all parts of the parish, 
but especially law enforcement.
	 Otherwise, there will be anarchy 
and chaos.  Our lives and property 
will be insecure, and we will not be 
able to live here.
	 It is true that there is a shortage 
of 150 police officers in Baton 
Rouge.  Have you considered why?
	 Mostly, it all goes back to 
money.
	 We’re simply not paying BRPD 
officers a living wage.
	 Of course, if you want to de-
fund the police, you might be 

happy with that.  
	 Let me share with you a message 
I recently received from a Baton 
Rouge police officer with seven 
years of service.
	 He is highly respected in the 
department and has been honored 
for his service.
	 He wrote, “After seven years, 
my salary is $45,000.  We have five 
small children, and my wife has to 
stay home to take care of them.  We 
are very frugal and pinch pennies, 
but we can’t pay our bills.  I have 
worked extra duty but it’s very 
tough with all these kids. I never 
see them.  As much as I love this 
department and the officers I work 
with, I can’t afford to stay here.”
	 $45,000. 
	 Think about that. It’s below the 
poverty level for a family that size.
	 The federal poverty level for a 
family that size is $48,650.	
	 The officer said he and his wife 
dream of buying a house, but they 
don’t even quality to buy a starter 
home after seven years at BRPD.

	 How can we in good conscience 
ask men and women to put their 
lives on the line everyday for 
the great privilege and honor of 
earning a salary below the poverty 
level?
	 It’s very difficult to find people 
today who are drug-free and physi-
cally and mentally fit enough to 
serve as a police officer.  When we 
find someone like that, we need to 
pay them and keep them.
	 The officer said he’s received 
an offer to work for another 
department in a nearby state and 
to start at $75,000 doing the same 
thing.  He doesn’t want to go but 
he’s wondering how he can afford 
to stay.
	 Whether we are talking about 
our Sheriff’s deputies or the BRPD, 
we have to pay them a living wage.
	 Do you truly “Back the Blue”?
	 Well, what does that mean to 
you? To me, the first thing it means 
is paying them a living wage, so 
they will be there for us in our hour 
of need.

See MAYOR SID on Page 7

Mayor Wade Evans
Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2025

11:45 Reception • 12 Lunch • $19
Café Américain • 7521 Jefferson Hwy.
No Reservation Necessary

11:45 Reception • 12 Lunch • $25
Café Américain • 7521 Jefferson Hwy.
No Reservation Necessary

Sponsored by Republican Party of EBRSponsored by Republican Party of EBR
“Like” Capital Republican 
on Facebook or go to 
CapitalRepublican.com

“Like” Capital Republican 
on Facebook or go to 
CapitalRepublican.com

Ronald Reagan
Newsmaker Luncheon
Ronald Reagan
Newsmaker Luncheon

Mayor to Address Luncheon
	 BATON ROUGE — Central Mayor Wade 
Evans will speak at the Ronald Reagan 
Newsmaker Luncheon at 12 noon Tuesday, 
Nov. 11 at Café Américain, 7521 Jefferson 
Highway in Baton Rouge.
	 Mayor Evans is serving his first term as 
Mayor of the City of Central.  He previously 
served as Councilman-at-Large. The Mayor 
is expected to update the group on the latest 
news from Central and his view on Thrive.
	 The Ronald Reagan Newsmaker Lunch-
eon is attended by Republican elected of-
ficials, party leaders, and rank and file Re-
publicans.  It is a project of the Louisiana 
Republican Assembly and is co-sponsored 
by the Republican Party of East Baton Rouge 
Parish. The chairman is Woody Jenkins.  Mayor Wade Evans

	 CENTRAL — Blackwater United 
Methodist Church will present its 
annual Christmas Concert free to 
the public at 6 p.m. Sunday eve-
ning, Dec. 7.  
	 The concert will be held in the 
sanctuary at the church, 10000 
Blackwater Road in Central, 
70714. The concert will include a 
narrated medley of favorite Christ-
mas music featuring the full chan-
cel choir and an orchestra. 
	 The public is invited.
	 After the concert, a free recep-
tion, called A Taste of Christmas, 
will be held in the Blackwater 
Community Center adjacent to the 
sanctuary.	
	 Russ Westfall is choir president.
	 Pastor is Rev. Amy Duhon Castro.
	 The church’s website can be 
found at www.blackwaterumc.org 
or visit Blackwater United Meth-
odist Church on Facebook.

Blackwater Methodist
Christmas Concert Set
Sunday, December 7
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Have a Great Season, Redhawks and Wildcats!

Wildcat Marching Band Wows Fans

	 CENTRAL HIGH WILDCAT BAND at the Central-Catholic High game (left). At right, the Central High Kittens and Silks performing.

	 CENTRAL HIGH KITTENS put on a spectacular performance at half-time during during the Central-Catholic High game at Wildcat Stadium in Central.

Central 
Wildcat
Band,

Kittens,  
and Silks 
Perform

at
Central-
Catholic

Game
Oct. 17, 

2025
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All About THRIVE...

Mayor-President Sid Edwards:
	 As you know, it’s urgent that we 
address revenue shortfalls in City-
Parish government without raising 
taxes.  Help me help you by voting on 
the THRIVE Initiative on the 
ballot November 15.  It is the first 
step in solving our budget problems!
	 				    Coach Sid Edwards
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THRIVE... Here’s What It Will Do if It Passes on November 15, 2025
1 -	Pay down City-Parish debt by $52.4 million.
2 -	Stabilize revenue for Parish libraries
3 -	Protect Services for the Council on Aging and for 
	 Mosquito Abatement
4 -	Free up $20 million for necessary expenses
All of our needs can be met, but the process begins by
passing the THRIVE Initiative.
It’s as simple as 1- 2 -3.  Sample Ballot:
Proposition No. 1 - Shall EBR Parish rededicate $52.4 million to pay down City-Parish debt and 
allow 2.80 mills to be used for general purposes of government?							       Yes or No
Proposition No. 2 - Shall EBR Parish rededicate 0.50 mills previously allocated to mosquito control
and use it for general purposes of government?													            Yes or No
Proposition No. 3 - Shall EBR Parish rededicate 0.25 mills previously allocated for the Council
on Aging and use it for general purposes of government?									         Yes or No

 – Steve Jobs

Our Police

Praying for Our City

Lighting Up the Parish

Clearing Clogged Drains

Rounding Up 2,000 Tires Hauling Tires to Parish Landfill Eyesores like This Have Been Cleared Tearing Down Blighted Houses
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Jenny Richardson of KTTB Sandbagging in anticipation of heavy rain

THRIVE... Here’s What It Will Do if It Passes on November 15, 2025
1 -	Pay down City-Parish debt by $52.4 million.
2 -	Stabilize revenue for Parish libraries
3 -	Protect Services for the Council on Aging and for 
	 Mosquito Abatement
4 -	Free up $20 million for necessary expenses
All of our needs can be met, but the process begins by
passing the THRIVE Initiative.
It’s as simple as 1- 2 -3.  Sample Ballot:
Proposition No. 1 - Shall EBR Parish rededicate $52.4 million to pay down City-Parish debt and 
allow 2.80 mills to be used for general purposes of government?							       Yes or No
Proposition No. 2 - Shall EBR Parish rededicate 0.50 mills previously allocated to mosquito control
and use it for general purposes of government?													            Yes or No
Proposition No. 3 - Shall EBR Parish rededicate 0.25 mills previously allocated for the Council
on Aging and use it for general purposes of government?									         Yes or No

Mayor Wade Evans of Central, 
Mayor David McDavid of Zachary, and 
Mayor-President “Coach Sid” Edwards 

all support the Thrive Initiative
(three propositions on the ballot)

on Saturday, Nov. 15, 2025.

Jenny Richardson of KTTB Making sandbags for approaching storm
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Here’s What You Can Do to 
Influence the THRIVE Initiative...

1 -	 Please know that we have structural problems 
	 in how City-Parish property taxes are levied, 
	 collected, and distributed.  We will not need 
	 more taxes if we can properly distribute the taxes
	 we already collect to the highest priorities.
2 -	 Please let your friends know THRIVE is NOT a
	 Tax Increase!
3 -	 Please ask FIVE FRIENDS to vote early or go to
	 the Polls and Vote on the Thrive Initiative on
	 Saturday, November 15.
4 -	 Whatever your feelings, get involved in the 
	 process!  Get a yard sign, wave signs on street
	 corners, and work on Election Day, Nov. 15th.
5 -	 Please know that the THRIVE Initiative is just
	 the first step in the process of reforming the
	 finances of the City-Parish.  We will be asked to
	 make further changes, each one moving us in
	 the direction of fiscal responsibility and a 
	 successful future!	
Thank you for your consideration and help!

		      	 Coach Sid Edwards

Sheriff Sid and Mayor Sid



Central Private Homecoming Court • Photos by Jolice Provost of Central City News

Central Private Crowns Ava Bradford
As Its 2025-2026 Homecoming Queen

	 AVA BRADFORD was crowned Central Private’s 2025 Homecoming Queen by the 2024 Queen, Ava Buxton. 
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	 CENTRAL — Senior Ava Bradford 
was crowned as Central Private 
Homecoming Queen for 2025-
2026 during ceremonies at the 
school on Friday, Oct. 24.  Crown-
ing her majesty was 2024 Queen Ava 
Buxton. Members of the Court were:
	 •	Avery McCartney - From the 
freshman class is Avery McCart-

ney. Avery is the daughter of Kev-
in and Alyssa McCartney. She was 
escorted by her father, Mr. Kevin 
McCartney. Her favorite subject is 
geometry. Avery has attended Cen-
tral Private for 11 years, beginning 
in Pre-K4. 
	 Avery is an active member of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints, where she serves as 
the Second Counselor in her youth 
group. At Central Private, she is 
a member of the Beta Club and 
secretary of the National Junior 
Honor Society. She plays on both 
the freshman and junior varsity 
volleyball teams. She previously 
played junior varsity basketball, 

where she earned the Redhawk 
Award in 8th grade. Avery has also 
played varsity softball since 7th 
grade, earning First-Team All-Dis-
trict Catcher and the Silver Slugger 
Award, while leading the team in 
batting average for two consecu-
tive years. She has played compet-

CENTRAL PRIVATE HOMECOMING COURT (left to right) Aubrey Lane Watts, London Claire Simmons, Stella Claire Simmons, Rory Lee Forbes, Ava Grace Bradford, 
Addyson Elaine Sides, Avery McCartney, Allie Elizabeth Petit, and Allie Gibbs.  Central Private is located at 12650 Gurney Road in the City of Central, Louisiana.

See CENTRAL PRIVATE on Page 14



Central Private Homecoming Court
Sophomore Stella Claire Simmons 

and grandfather Mike Kent
Sophomore Allie Gibbs

and father Derrick Gibbs
Freshman Aubrey Lane Watts

and father Lane Watts
Freshman Avery McCartney
 and father Kevin McCartney
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itive softball with Lady Fury since 
age eight, helping her team win 
seven open-class state and national 
championships.
	 After graduation, Avery plans to 
play softball at the collegiate level 
and pursue a degree in nursing. 
	 Something you may not know 
about Avery is that four days a 
week, she wakes up at 5 a.m. to 
attend early morning scripture 
study before school, which she 
says helps her start each day with 
a positive attitude. When asked 
what she loves most about Central 
Private, Avery said, “The small 

environment and having close 
relationships with everyone.” She 
is excited to be on Homecoming 
Court this year alongside her 
cousin, Ava. 
	 • Aubrey Lane Watts - Also 
from the freshman class is Aubrey 
Lane Watts. Aubrey Lane is the 
daughter of Lane and Angel Watts. 
She was escorted by her father, Mr. 
Lane Watts. 
	 Her favorite subject is science. 
Aubrey Lane has attended Central 
Private for 10 years, beginning in 
kindergarten. 
	 She is an active member of 
Cornerstone Church and its youth 

group, as well as a member of the 
Beta Club, and National Junior 
Honor Society. She is a leader of 
the Middle School Girls Bible 
Study. Aubrey Lane plays varsity 
softball and high school volleyball. 
In her free time, she enjoys play-
ing softball with Maniax, spending 
time with family and friends, and 
hanging out with her Maw Maw 
Lucy and Paw Paw Gary.
	 After graduation, Aubrey Lane 
plans to play softball at the col-
legiate level, attend Ole Miss, go 
to Physicians Assistant school, and 
eventually build a home next door 
to her mom and dad. 			

	 Before Lane was born, her par-
ents thought she was a boy—so she 
didn’t have a name for four days 
until her daddy chose one for her. 
When asked what she loves most 
about Central Private, she said, 
“Everyone feels like family—and 
Mrs. Misty’s crispitos.” 
	 • Allie Gibbs - Representing the 
Sophomore Class is Allie Gibbs.
Allie is the daughter of Derrick 
and Lacy Gibbs, Allie was escort-
ed by Mr. Derrick Gibbs. Her fa-
vorite school subject is math. She 
has attended Central Private since 
Pre-K4. 

Continued from Page 13

See INCLUDES on Page 15



Senior Rory Lee Forbes
and father Remmy Forbes

Senior Ava Grace Bradford
and father Gordon Bradford

Junior London Claire Simmons
escorted by father Trez Simmons

Junior Allie Elizabeth Petit
and father Wilmer Petit

Includes 6 Underclassmen, 3 Seniors
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	 Allie is a member of the Beta 
Club and plays on the basketball 
team and varsity softball team. In 
her free time, she enjoys playing 
sports, hunting, and hanging out 
with friends. After graduation, she 
plans to attend college and earn a 
doctor of physical therapy degree. 
She wants to specialize in sports 
medicine.
	 Allie participated in beauty pag-
eants when she was little and won 
the “Little Miss Louisiana Baby 
Petite” when she was a year old. 
When asked what she loves most 
about Central Private, she said, 
“the boudin eggrolls and the fam-
ily-like atmosphere.” 

	 • Stella Claire Simmons - From 
the Sophomore Class is Stella 
Claire Simmons, the daughter of 
Trez and Claire Simmons, She was 
escorted by her grandfather, Mr. 
Mike Kent. Her favorite subject 
is math. She has attended Central 
Private for four years. 
	 Stella is a member of the Beta 
Club and enjoys playing varsity 
volleyball and tennis. In her free 
time, she loves hunting and hang-
ing out with her friends and family. 
	 After graduation, she plans to at-
tend BRCC and join their nursing 
program with hopes of being an ul-
trasound tech.
	 Stella and her family take a two-

week trip each summer to different 
states with a goal of reaching all 
50. They have 8 more to go! When 
asked what she loves most about 
Central Private, she said, “I love 
all of the friends I have made and 
all of the memories we’ve created 
together.” 
	 • Allie Elizabeth Petit - From 
the junior class is Allie Elizabeth 
Petit, the daughter of Wilmer and 
Kelli Petit. She was escorted by 
her father, Mr. Wilmer Petit. Her 
favorite subjects are math and bi-
ology. Allie has attended Central 
Private for three years.
	 Allie is a member of Zoar Bap-
tist Church and participates in both 

volleyball and softball at Central 
Private. She also plays club volley-
ball and is a member of the Beta 
Club. In her free time, Allie enjoys 
riding dirt bikes with her brother 
and hunting with her family. After 
graduation, she hopes to pursue a 
career in the medical field where 
she can work with children.
	 Allie was born with a cleft pal-
ate and has undergone 16 surger-
ies. Allie says what she loves most 
about Central Private is the strong 
sense of community and  the op-
portunity to openly share the Gos-
pel and talk about God. 
	 • London Claire Simmons - 
From the junior class is London 
Claire Simmons, the daughter of 
Claire and Trez Simmons. She was 
escorted by her father, Mr. Trez 
Simmons. 
	 London is a member of the var-
sity volleyball team, the Beta Club, 
Volleyball of Baton Rouge, and the 
Redhawk Screech. In her free time, 
she enjoys reading, creating flower 
arrangements, and spending time 
with her friends. After graduation, 
she plans to attend Louisiana Tech 
University.		
	 Something people may not know 
about London is that she has vis-
ited Kanye West’s childhood home 
in Chicago. When asked what she 
loves most about Central Private, 
London said, “Mrs. Angel’s 7th 
hour Dual Enrollment class.”
	 • Ava Grace Bradford - Rep-
resenting the senior class is Ava 
Grace Bradford, the daughter of 
Gordon and Alison Bradford. Ava 
was escorted by Mr. Gordon Brad-
ford. Her favorite school subject 
is sports medicine with Mrs. Win-
kler. She has attended Central Pri-
vate since K-4. 
	 Ava is captain of the varsity cheer 
team, treasurer of the Senior Class, 
secretary of the Beta Club, mem-
ber of National Honor Society and 
the Principal’s Student Advisory 
Leadership Team, co-founder of 
the Spirit Squad, and president of 
her youth group at the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 
	 In her free time, she enjoys 
cheering, shopping, traveling, and 
going on late night Sonic runs with 
Rory. After graduation, she plans 
to attend LSU to study physical 
therapy.
	 Something you should know 
about Ava is that she went noodling 

Continued from Page 14

See CENTRAL on Page 16



Senior Addyson Elaine Sides
and mother Karen Sides

2024 Queen Ava Buxton 
with Legacy Pages 

Central Private 2025-2026
Homecoming Queen Ava Bradford

Central Private Homecoming Court
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for the first time over the summer 
and caught a 30 lb. catfish with her 
bare hands. When asked what she 
loves most about Central Private, 
she said, “Making so many amaz-
ing friendships over the years.”
	 • Rory Lee Forbes - Senior 
maid Rory is the daughter of Rem-
my and Melanie Forbes. She was 
escorted by her father, Mr. Remmy 
Forbes. Her favorite subject is Ms. 
Burner’s anatomy class. Rory has 
attended Central Private since Pre-
K3, marking 15 years as a Central 
Private student. 
	 Rory is captain of the varsity 
Volleyball Team, treasurer of the 

Beta Club, and a member of the 
National Honor Society, Student 
Council, Principal’s Student Advi-
sory Leadership Team, and 4-H. In 
her free time, she enjoys spending
time with family and friends and 
taking late-night Sonic runs with 
her friend Ava.
	 After graduation, she plans to 
pursue a degree in cosmetology.
	 Rory was once kicked in the 
face by a cow—and her mom still 
made her go to school the next day 
with two black eyes! Rory says 
what she loves most about Central 
Private are the lifelong friendships 
she has made since she was three 
years old and the faith-based 

environment that makes the school 
feel like home.
	 • Addyson Elaine Sides - Our 
final senior maid was Addyson 
Elaine Sides, the daughter of Kar-
en Sides, Addyson was escorted 
by Ms. Karen Sides. Her favorite 
school subject is math.  She attend-
ed Central Private during PreK4-K 
and returned for 9th through 11th 
grade. 
	 Addyson attends Zoar Baptist 
Church, is a member of the Beta 
Club, and plays for the No. 1 tour-
nament volleyball team in Louisi-
ana and the #22 team in the U.S. 
In her free time, she enjoys playing 
volleyball and hanging out with 

friends.
	 After graduation, she plans 
to pursue a collegiate volleyball 
career and attend dental school.
	 Something you may not know 
about Addyson is that she can 
drive a stick shift. When asked 
what she loves most about Central 
Private, she said, “The close-knit 
environment that allows long-term 
bonds.”
	 The 2024 Central Private Home-
coming Queen, Miss Ava Buxton, 
attends Southeastern Louisiana 
University where she majors in 
nursing. She definitely makes CP 
proud!

See centralprivate.org

Continued from Page 15

Central Private 2025-2026
Homecoming Queen Ava Bradford
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Halftime Excitement at Alumni Night

WITH THE HELP OF GERRY LANE CHEVROLET, the Central High School football team raffled off a brand-new truck during the halftime show of the Central vs. Catholic 
game! And the winner of the new Chevrolet Truck was... Andrea Harding, mom of Kitten dancer Bentley Harding.  She went wild and had a blast at her good fortune!

CENTRAL HIGH ALUMNI came back to Wildcat Stadium to participate in Game Day festivities of the Central vs Catholic game.  Starring in the show were former Central 
High School cheerleaders, Kittens, and Silks.  The ladies were still in good shape and put on quite a show for fans packed into Wildcat Stadium.

The BEST Price In Roofing
& Sheet Metal Services

COMMERCIAL & 
RESIDENTIAL

Our Top Priority Is Your 
Complete Satisfaction

(225) 262-1980
13653 Devall Rd • Central
www.blancoroofing.com
Colette@blancosroofing.com

CentralCityNews.us 
CentralCityNews.net
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Classified Ads
$6 for first 10 words. $10 for 11 to 20 words, 
$15 for 21 to 30 words. $20 for 31 to 40 words.  
Call 261-5055.  Must be paid in advance. To pay 
by credit card, go to www.centralcitynews.us 
and click “Pay Now” on the left.  Then email ad 
copy to centralcitynews@hotmail.com. Or mail 
or hand deliver check and ad copy to Central 
City News, 910 N. Foster, Baton Rouge 70806

CHRISTIAN LADY HOUSE 
CLEANING:

Call Norma at 261-3754. 
HOUSE CLEANING: Young exper-
ienced house cleaner with references 
wants to start own business. VERY 
competitive prices 225-328-5929.
CLEANING SERVICE: JulieAnns 
Cleaning serving the Central area since 
2009. Call 225-284-0507. 
LOAN SERVICING SPECIALIST I 
NEEDED: Bank of Zachary is in 
need of a Loan Servicing Specialist I. 
The Loan Servicing Specialist I is an 
entry-level role focused on delivering 
a positive experience for both internal 
teams and external customers by 
supporting key servicing processes that 
impact the full loan lifecycle. Working 
under close supervision, this position 
helps ensure accuracy, timeliness, and 
consistency in all assigned tasks while 
developing a strong foundation in 
loan operations. With an emphasis on 
clear communication, responsiveness, 
and attention to detail, the Specialist I 
contributes to seamless collaboration 
across departments and helps uphold the 
bank’s commitment to reliable, customer 
centered service.
Essential Duties and Responsibilities:
Assists in basic loan servicing tasks such 
as data entry, file maintenance, and ba-
sic reporting. Learns and applies Bank 
policies and procedures related to loan 
operations. Responds to basic customer 
inquiries and directs more complex is-
sues to senior team members. Partici-
pates in training programs to develop 
skills in loan servicing. Ensures timely 
and accurate completion of assigned 
tasks. Maintains organized and accurate 
loan documentation. Performs other du-
ties as assigned.
Education and Related Experience:
High school diploma or equivalent re-
quired. Some experience in a financial 
institution or customer service role pre-
ferred.
Skills and Abilities: Basic understand-
ing of PC applications. Strong attention 
to detail and accuracy. Good communi-
cation and interpersonal skills. Ability to 
follow instructions and learn new tasks 
quickly. Basic organizational skills.
EOE/Veteran/Disabled. Send resumes 
to hr@bankofzachary.com
PLOTS FOR SALE: Four plots 
in Resthaven cemetery for sale, 
Crucifixion Area. Call Rodney at 225-

Cookie No. 11
Address:
In Your Hearts
(I Hope)
The World 00004
Dear Brothers and
Sisters in the USA
and All the World:
Hi!  This is Cookie, and I’m 
back!  Do you remember my 
previous letters published in 
the Central City News?  
Just search for “Cookie” at
centralcitynews.net. 
Today I want to speak to you 
about Mamdani.  I hope you 
heard everything he said 
when he was elected.  He said 
he is a socialist and a Muslim. 
To me, he’s a Communist.
He said you should not own 
land but rent from the gov-
ernment. And if you can’t 
pay, they always work you to 
death! That’s not a surprise 
because they have killed hun-
dreds of millions.
Just remember that 
Mamdani is the worst 
possible liar.  He will say any-
thing, and then change like a 
chameleon.
Remember that there is a 
difference between character 
and personality.  Mamdani 
may appear to have a good 
personality. However, he lacks 
character. He is a fraud who 
will bring death and 
destruction.
If you voted for him, you will 
see his character and be very 
sorry for what you did.
However, don’t worry 
because everything is going to 
be fine!  Don’t be afraid!
We are free Americans! 
We are the Patriots of this 
country!
We will fight the socialists and 
communists, and we will win!  
Always pray fervently and 
work tirelessly for what is 
real and true and just!
Thank you! I love you all! You 
are all sweet cookies!
Be sure to read my other 
letters!
‘Cookie’ remains anonymous. 
To reach her, email central-
citynews@hotmail.com, and 
your message will be forward-
ed to her.

The Treeman • Call 225-433-2527
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Rev. Tommy French, 95, Honored 

REV. TOMMY FRENCH  (left) founded Jefferson Baptist Church in 1958. He is former president of the Louisiana Baptist Convention. Dr. French was honored for his 67 years of 
service to Baton Rouge at the Ronald Reagan Newsmaker Luncheon Sept.9. Rev. Tommy French, 95, is the longest serving member of the Republican Executive Committee of East 
Baton Rouge Parish. He was first elected in 2000. At center, Dr. French is with Republican leader Scott Wilfong, former Rep. Woody Jenkins, and businessman J.D. Perry.

Ronald Reagan Luncheon • September 9, 2025 • Café Americain

THE TOMMY FRENCH FAMILY (left) Tommy and his bride Carolyn Sue French. Moon Griffon (left/center) with Cecil Cavanaugh and Rev. Tommy French. Louisiana Sunshine 
Susie Labry with Rev. Tommy French, Carolyn French and Julie Sandifer. Close friend and colleague retired Baton Rouge City Court Judge Darryl White is at right.

Longest Serving Member of Republican PEC of EBR
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Estate Law Solutions
Open House

Friday, December 5, 2025
12 Noon – 2 p.m.

Estate Law Solutions Office
635 Highlandia Dr., Suite A, 

Baton Rouge
End Your Year Strong: 
Forging Family Peace 

in a Changing Landscape
Join us for a relaxed, 

festive afternoon featuring:
Live music

Delicious food and 
refreshments

Guided tours of 
our new office

An exclusive first look 
at the exciting initiatives 
we’re launching in 2026 

designed to bring even more 
value, insight, and peace 

of mind to our clients

ANGELA DECOTEAU
Attorney-at-Law 

Estate Law Solutions
Need an Estate Plan? 

Book your consultation today
Need a Succession? 
Start the completely 

online process 
Just call 225-647-8502

Or email 
support@estatelawsolutions.com

635 Highlandia Drive
Suite A

Baton Rouge, LA 


