
 CENTRAL — Clerk of Court Doug 
Welborn swore in Central Mayor 
Wade Evans, Police Chief Roger 
Corcoran, and four members of the 
Central City Council in ceremo-
nies Friday, Dec. 30, 2022, at Kris-
tenwood conference center, 14025 
Greenwell Springs Rd. in Central. 
 Welborn swore in Councilmen-
at-Large Josh Roy and Aaron McK-
inney, Councilman J.D. Lavergne 
and Councilman Tim Lazaroe.  
 Justice of the Peace Larry Spen-
cer, who is also a minister, swore 
in Dr. Kim Fralick to the Council. 
Council members D’Ann Wells 
and Briton Myer had to be out of 

& The Leader
®

CENTRAL CITYCENTRAL CITY 2021 Newspaper of the Year
Louisiana Press Association
2021 Newspaper of the Year
Louisiana Press Association

January 2023 • Vol. 26  No. 1 • 24 Pages • Central City News on Facebook • centralcitynews.us • centralcitynews@hotmail.com • 225-261-5055

NEWSNEWS
Mayor Wade Evans Sworn In

Mayor, Police Chief, Seven Councilmen Take Office

Mayor-Elect Evans
Emphasized Faith
While Preparing
For Role as Mayor
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See 4,698 TURNED on Page 10

Simoneaux Head Coach at CHS

School Board Takes Office with Five New Members

 CENTRAL — City Clerk Mark 
Miley swore in all seven members 
of the Central Community School 
Board Monday night in ceremo-
nies at Central High School.
 Only two incumbent school 
board members — Roxanne Atkin-
son and Dr. David Walker — re-
turned for another term.  Five new-
comers joined the board — Jason 
Leaphart, Nick Carmena, Michael 
Davis, Michael Hooper, and Carol 
Burton-Norwood.
 Ms. Atkinson was elected board 
president, and Dr. Walker was cho-

Big Turnover Leaves
Central School Board
With Only 2 Veterans

 CENTRAL — Catholic High head 
football coach David Simoneaux 
has been named Athletic Director 
for the Central Community School 
System and head football coach at 
Central High School.
 He replaces Coach Sid Edwards, 
who has been head coach or Ath-
letic Director since 2007.
 Edwards is the winningest active 
head football coach in the Baton 

Rouge area and one of the win-
ningest in the State of Louisiana.
 Coach Sid is staying on with the 
Central school system, at least for 
awhile.  He will have as yet undes-
ignated responsibilities, assisting 
with athletics.
 Coach Simoneaux is no stranger 
to Central. He served as offensive 
coordinator here under former Cen-
tral head coach Doug Dotson and 
Coach Sid.  Simoneaux started his 
football career at Parkview Baptist 
under Coach Kenny Guillot. 
 Simoneaux was team captain 
and led the Eagles to their first 

See COACH on Page 14

CENTRAL SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS sworn in Monday were (1st row, left to 
right) Carol Norwood, Nick Carmena, Roxanne Atkinson, Dr. David Walker, and Supt. 
Jason Fountain and (2nd row) Michael Hooper,  Jason Leapheart, and Mike Davis.  Board 
members elected Ms. Atkinson as president and Dr. David Walker as vice president.

Leaves Catholic High,
Replaces Coach Sid
To Lead Wildcat Team

How to Be 
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 by Bill Simon
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sen vice president.  Outgoing board 
members Dr. Jim Gardner, Sharon 
Browning, Ruby Foil, Dr. Keith 
Holmes, and Kim Powers came to 
congratulate the new members.
 Dr. Gardner, Ms. Browning, and 
Ms. Foil were original members of 
the Central School Board appoint-
ed in 2006 by Gov. Blanco.
 Central High School has just 
undergone a $22 million renova-
tion that has turned the facility into 
virtually a new school. That is one 
of four major projects the outgoing 
school board planned and oversaw. 
The others are
 • Renovation of Tanglewood El-
ementary School
 • Renovation of Wildcat Stadium
 • Construction of the School 
Administration building at the in-
tersection of Hooper and Sullivan.

 CENTRAL — The Central City 
Council held its first meeting of 
the new four-year cycle Tues-
day, Jan. 10 and chose Coun-
cilman-at-Large Aaron McKin-
ney as Mayor Pro-Tem.
 He replaced Pro-Tem Wade 
Evans who was elected mayor. 
Evans replaced outgoing Cen-
tral Mayor David Barrow.
 Officials appointed by May-
or Evans at the meeting were 
Mark Miley, city clerk; Su-
zonne Cowart, finance director; 
Kyle Celestin, city attorney; 
Mark Balkin, planning and 
zoning attorney, and Ti Barnes, 
administrative hearing officer.

Council Chooses
Aaron McKinney 
As Mayor Pro-Tem

See EVANS on Page 19

New Central AD David Simoneaux

New Central Mayor Wade Evans

GOP Plans Grassroots 
Effort to Get Votes Out
 BATON ROUGE — The GOP will 
have Neighborhood HQ’s across 
the parish this fall. See page 3.

See WADE EVANS on Page 2
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Wade Evans Becomes 4th Mayor of Central

Swearing in Ceremonies for 
new Mayor Wade Evans, 
Police Chief Roger Corcoran, 
and Central City Council. 
Click the QR Code below:

Continued from Page 1

town and were sworn in during 
separate ceremonies.
 City Clerk Mark Miley swore in 
Ms. Wells at her home with fam-
ily gathered around. Mr. Myer was 
sworn in by Clerk of Court Doug 
Welborn at the Clerk’s office at 
City Hall in Downtown Baton 
Rouge.
 Wade Evans became the 4th 
Mayor of the City of Central.
 Former Central High School 
principal Mac Watts was appoint-
ed Central’s first mayor by Gov. 
Kathleen Blanco shortly after Cen-
tral was incorporated in 2005.  He 
was subsequently elected and re-
elected,   He served until 2014.
 Mayor Watts was challenged in 

the election of 2010 by business-
man Jr. Shelton who narrowly lost. 
Shelton came back in 2014 after 
Watts retired and was elected that 
year, becoming Central’s second 
mayor.
 In 2018, Mayor Shelton was chal-
lenged by his former assistant, Da-
vid Barrow, who was elected.  Then 
last fall Mayor Barrow was chal-
lenged by Wade Evans, then Mayor 
Pro-Tem, and Evans was elected.
 The new Mayor has wasted no 
time reaching out to those who did 
not support him.  So far, everyone 
has been very receptive, he said.
 Evans said, “Thirty-nine percent 
of the voters did not support me, 
and it’s my job to win them over.”
 He said, “We can disagree and 

still be good citizens and good 
friends.”
 Mayor Evans had a meeting with 
Pastor Tony Spell of Life Taber-
nacle Church. “I wanted to let him 
know how important he is to this 
community and how much we ap-
preciate his ministry,” he said.
 The mayor’s first big decisions 
were who to appoint as City Attor-
ney, City Clerk, Finance Director, 
Planning and Zoning Attorney, and 
Administrative Law Judge.  He an-
nounced those appointments at the 
Council meeting Tuesday. See ar-
ticle on Page 1.  As a result, those 
decisions are behind him.
 The City of Central recently 
acquired a large tract of land on 
Sullivan Road for construction of 

City Hall.  The two buildings on 
the property will need to be de-
molished, the mayor said.  He vis-
ited the tract this week and walked 
through the old home.  “It was 
emotional. The city purchased the 
property from the Devall family, 
and my daddy and Randy Devall, 
now deceased, were close.  They 
played out in front of the house.  
There are two beautiful live oaks 
on that property.  No matter what 
happens, we will build around 
those two trees and make sure they 
are preserved.”
 The Central Community School 
Board’s new administration build-
ing across the street is nearing 
completion.  Mayor Evans is hope-
ful the school board will allow the 
City Council to use the School 
Board’s new meeting room for City 
Council meetings.  “I think we can 
do something for the School Board 
to help them, such as allow the use 
of City Hall parking for the over-
flow of parking needed for football 
games.”
 The mayor is beginning to meet 
with homeowner associations and 
is working on a recreation commit-
tee and a finance committee.
 He’s excited about the 5K run 
planned for March 4 by the Central 
Chamber and the Police Depart-
ment to promote organ procure-
ment. “We need to celebrate the 
gift of organ donation,” he said.
 Mayor Evans said 2022 was sig-
nificant for him not only for being 
elected mayor but because he ex-
perienced a spiritual rebirth during 
the year, which has affected every 
aspect of his life.
 He said he feels more grounded 
than ever before and better pre-
pared to take on the responsibili-
ties of mayor.  “More than any-
thing, I want to be a light for our 
community and help to bring us all 
together.”
 When asked why he chose Clerk 
of Court Doug Welborn to lead the 
swearing in ceremony, Evans said 
because Doug is a good Central 
man and their families have been 
friends forever.
 The new mayor exudes an air of 
optimism and confidence.  A num-
ber of citizens have commented 
they see something different about 
him, something very special.
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Republican Party Endorses Four Incumbents,
Adopts Grassroots Plan Called ‘Victory 2023’

 BATON ROUGE — The Republican 
Party of East Baton Rouge Parish 
has endorsed all four incumbent 
constitutional officers in the parish 
— Sheriff Sid Gautreaux, Asses-
sor Brian Wilson, Clerk of Court 
Doug Welborn, and Coroner Beau 
Clark — in preparation for the Oct. 
14, 2023 primary and Nov. 18, 2023 
general election.
 The 17-member executive com-
mittee of the party voted unani-
mously to endorse the four long-
time Republican officials.
 Republican parish chairman 
Woody Jenkins said, “The Repub-
lican Party endorsement is much 
valued by candidates in this parish.  
Normally, the endorsement is a rath-
er involved process. It includes the 
candidate speaking at the Ronald 
Reagan Newsmaker Luncheon, an 

investigation of candidate’s back-
ground,  requiring the candidate to 
answer a detailed questionnaire on 
his views on 60 major issues rele-
vant to the office he is seeking, and 
finally an interview of the candidate 
by the 17-member executive com-
mittee. Ultimately, our goal is to 
provide voters, especially Republi-
can voters, with endorsements for 
candidates they can support with 
confidence in their character, prepa-
ration for public office, and conser-
vative political philosophy.”
 “The party will proceed with its 
normal endorsement process this 
year. However, we are very familiar 
with the work of these four officials.  
Their records are solid, and we un-
derstand the importance of return-
ing them to public office. We want-
ed to make a statement very early 

that they have the full support and 
backing of the Republican Party.  
We will have an open endorsement 
for governor and other state offi-
cials, although earlier than usual.”
 The GOP also adopted an am-
bitious grassroots organizing plan 
called Victory 2023 designed to 

turn out Republican and other con-
servative voters this fall.
 Jenkins said, “Last fall, Sen. 
Kennedy spent $20 million and 
won in a landslide statewide. Yet, 
he received only 46 percent of 
the vote in East Baton Rouge Par-
ish. That gives you an idea of the 
challenge we face.  Our path to 
victory is to organize our voters at 
the grassroots level.  We plan to do 
that by establishing neighborhood 
headquarters throughout the parish.  
They will be the base of operations 
for yard signs, literature, and walk 
lists.  Neighborhood HQ’s are vital 
to this plan. If you are interested in 
hosting a neighborhood HQ, email 
the party for more information at 
capitalrepublican@hotmail.com. 
Please include your name, address, 
and phone number.”

Sheriff Sid Gautreaux Assesor Brian Wilson Clerk of Court Doug Welborn Coroner Beau Clark

Victory 2023 
Neighborhood Headquarters sign
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Nativity Scene, Christmas Decorations Celebrate Holy Season

NATIVITY SCENE AT THE CAPITOL — This Nativity Scene was placed in Memorial Hall of the State Capitol by The  American Nativity Scene Committee of Baton Rouge 
through the Feast of the Epiphany on Jan. 6. The Nativity was blessed by Fr. Luke DeMeyer, pastor of Our Lady of Sorrows. Participating were the LaBauve family, the Parsons fam-
ily, the Arena family and two State Capitol workers.  Tricia Parsons has worked with the Central City News for the past two years to raise public awareness that the Nativity Scene is 
on display and that no one is hiding Jesus at the State Capitol.  The office of Speaker of the House Clay Schexnayder was helpful in making the display possible.

4 CENTRAL CITY NEWS January 2023

KEEPING CHRISTMAS AT STATE CAPITOL IN BATON ROUGE — While some state and local governments try to keep symbols of Christmas out of public buildings, that 
is certainly not true at the Louisiana State Capitol where symbols of Christmas are everywhere.  At left, the Louisiana House and at right the Louisiana Senate. 
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MAYOR WADE EVANS (right) and Rev. Tony Spell had lunch last week at The Haven 
Café at Revolution Square behind Life Tabernacle Church in Central. The pastor invited 
the mayor to come by and Mayor Evans said he wanted to heal the divide that has existed 
between the church and the city since the pandemic started.

New Mayor Begins Dialogue with Pastor Spell

 CENTRAL — At 10 a.m. on Wed-
nesday, Nov. 30, 2022, Central 
Police Chief Roger Corcoran had 
a city contractor install a surveil-
lance camera on the right of way 
of Blackwater Road just a few feet 
from the property line of Life Tab-
ernacle Club and overlooking the 
parsonage of Pastor Tony and Sister 
Shaye Spell.
 For Pastor Spell, it was the final 
straw on top of two years and eight 
months of harassment by the City 
of Central.  The harassment began 
in March 2020 immediately after 
Gov. John Bel Edwards ordered the 
closing of churches or limited their 
attendance to 10 persons, while 
keeping Wal-Mart and big box 
stores open.  From the beginning, 
Pastor Spell said the orders were il-
legal and unconstitutional, a view 
upheld by the Louisiana Supreme 
Court on May 13, 2022 in the case 
of State of Louisiana v. Pastor 
Tony Spell.  That was the day the 
court threw out the criminal charg-
es against Pastor Spell and said ev-
erything that had been done to him 
pursuant to the Governor’s orders
was illegal and unconstitutional.
 Shortly after Edwards’ illegal or-
ders in March 2020, Central Police 
Chief Roger Corcoran had Pastor 
Spell arrested for violating the gov-
ernor’s orders.  On another occa-
sion, the chief arrested the pastor on 
a trumped up charge of assaulting 
a protestor.  District Attorney Hil-
lar Moore later threw out the assault 
charge and refused to pursue it.  
 At one point, the FBI installed a 
surveillance system with four cam-
eras pointed at the church.  The 
cameras were regularly monitored 
by Chief Corcoran. 
 Many other things happened over 
the next two years. Pastor Spell filed 
a federal civil suit against Gov. Ed-
wards, Sheriff Sid Gautreaux, and 
Chief Corcoran. That civil suit has 
been heard by the U.S. 5th Circuit 
Court of Appeals and is pending.

HHH
 The drama of 2020 to 2022 
seemed to be ramping down when 

on Nov. 30 a company engaged by 
the City of Central installed the sur-
veillance camera next to the resi-
dence of the Pastor Spell.  The city 
said the camera was not directed 
at Life Tabernacle but intended to 
monitor the comings and goings on 
Blackwater Road.
 Rev. Spell said, “We were 
shocked!  To think that after all 
that has happened over the past two 
years, they would at this late date 
install a surveillance camera right 
next to us was unbelievable!”
 Pastor Spell engaged attorney 
Jeff Wittenbrink to file suit against 
the city to have the camera taken 
down.  Under the Louisiana’s Pres-
ervation of Religious Liberty Act, 
Pastor Spell had to give the City of 
Central 30 days to correct the viola-
tion before filing suit.  That notice
was given on December 2, 2022.
 In late December, the outgo-
ing Central City Council, includ-
ing then-Mayor David Barrow and 
Mayor-elect Wade Evans met and 
agreed that they did not want to be 

in an adversarial position with Life 
Tabernacle.  As a result, they agreed 
to remove the camera.
 On Jan. 3, 2023, then-City Attor-
ney Sheri Morris wrote to attorney 
Jeff Wittenbrink that the camera 
would be removed.
 Her letter said in part, “In order 
to avoid expense to the City of Cen-
tral which would be necessary to 
defend the threatened litigation, the 
owner of the [surveillance camera] 
has been requested to remove [it].  
The removal is expected to be com-
pleted shortly.”
 After Mr. Wittenbrink received 
the letter from Ms. Morris, he 
called her.  He said that she assured 
him the removal has already been 
approved but they had to allocate 
money for the removal.  He then 
asked her about the data collected.  
She reportedly said the data is only 
kept for 30 days and then over-
written. He asked for a copy of the 
policy and she said she would get it 
to him as it was not yet on the city 
website.  He also requested that the 

Mayors, Council Agree to Take Down Surveillance Camera at Church

Mayor Evans Takes
Major Step to Heal
Divide with Church
 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

Surveillance camera being installed at Life Tabernacle Nov. 30 (left) and Jan. 11.

Haven Café Is Blossoming at Revolution Square
 CENTRAL — The Haven Café 
& General Store opened at 9500 
Blackwater Road, Central, on Dec. 
9, 2022. The non-profit ministry of-
fers a beautiful home-cooked meal 
Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays.
 The general store opens at 10 
a.m. Food service is from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  The meal always includes 
meat or seafood with two sides, 
homemade bread and a salad.  The 
price is $10 including tea or coffee.
 Customers say it’s some of the 
best food around and an incredible 
bargain. The general store offers 
crafts and products made by church 
members
 All proceeds go to support the 

city provide assurance that the data 
would in fact be deleted.  While he 
has not yet received a copy of the 
policy or assurance that the data 
will be removed, Mr. Wittenbrink 
said he felt sure it would be.
 Meanwhile, the surveillance 
camera has not yet been removed.
 However, Mayor Wade Evans 
told the Central City News that it 
would in fact be removed soon.
 The new Mayor and City Coun-
cil were sworn in Dec. 30, and last 
Thursday Mayor Evans came to 
The Haven Café at Life Tabernacle 
to meet with Pastor Spell.
 The mayor said, “I wanted to 
visit with Pastor Spell to tell him 
the camera will be moved but also  
to extend the hand of friendship.  I 
want Pastor Spell to know that we 
are proud to have him and Life Tab-
ernacle Church as part of this com-
munity.  He brings value to Central.  
We want him to know we appreciate 
his investment in this community.”
 “I have great respect for Pastor 
Spell.  He is working hard to serve 
God and his fellow man.  If his crit-
ics actually knew him, I think they 
would see him in a completely dif-
ferent light.  Also, the physical 
improvements he has made to the 
property there are amazing.  The 
conference center, which seats 
5,800 people, is a tremendous asset 
for Central, and we should take ad-
vantage of these beautiful facilities 
and have events there.”
 After the meeting, Pastor Spell 
said he enjoyed meeting with May-
or Evans.  He said he felt the may-
or was very sincere and that they 
would have a good working rela-
tionship in the years ahead.

church’s Sunday school bus ministry 
in poor areas of the Capital region.
 The Haven Café & General Store 

is a ministry of Life Tabernacle 
Church, Hooper at Blackwater.  Sis-
ter Shaye Spell is general manager.  
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2023 State of the City of Central 
A Report by Outgoing Mayor David Barrow

 CENTRAL — As I leave office after 
30 years of public service dating back 
to 1992, there are many people I am 
proud to call friends in our city and 
in other governmental agencies.  I am 
retiring and taking some time to enjoy 
life.  I would like to express my sin-
cere appreciation to a few in particu-
lar within our city government.  First, 
our staff at City Services (IBTS) help 
keep the day-to-day operations of the 
city running smoothly.  They are truly 
a great group of people who care about 
our city and our people.  Privatizing 
our city services with IBTS is one of 
the best things to happen to our city.
Some Thank You’s
 Our city is grateful to have had Mac 
Watts as the first Mayor, and I am grate-
ful to him as well for hiring me to work 
for the city back in 2007.  His vision to 
maintain our rural, suburban lifestyle 
helped keep Central from turning into 
just another big city.  We should all be 
thankful to him and his lovely wife Lo-
retta.  His desire to PLAN our city and 
LISTEN to the people to maintain our 
rural identity is what has made Central 
great today.
 Aaron Moak, what can I say?  You 
have truly been a great friend over the 
years, and I appreciate you as a city 
councilman and now as our Metro 
Councilman.  Our city is truly a bet-
ter place because of you and your life-
long dedication to our city.  I appreci-
ate your always answering your phone 
when I need to vent about something, 
and vice-versa.
  Sheri Morris, thank you for all that 
you have done in creating our city and 
being our city attorney.  Your legal ex-
perience is the best for which we could 
ask.  Thank you to Mark Miley as our 
city clerk, Suzonne Cowart as our Fi-
nancial Officer, and Terri Parnell-Al-
lison as my assistant.  Thank you also 
Mark Balkin who is the city zoning at-
torney.  I’ve had a great friendship with 
all of these people.
 It has been a pleasure working with 
current council members Tim Lazaroe, 
Aaron McKinney, Brit Myer, Josh Roy, 
D’Ann Wells, and Wade Evans.  I wish 
Wade the best of luck as the next mayor.  
 Thank you also to Central School 
System Supt. Jason Fountain for your 
friendship and to the members of the Cen-
tral School Board for your leadership.
 To the men and women of the Cen-
tral Police Department, Central Fire 
Department, as well as the EBR Sher-
iff’s Office, Chaneyville Fire Dept and 
Pride Fire Dept, thank you for all you 
do in keeping our community safe and 
your dedication in helping others.  You 
know how much of a supporter I am.  
 I also want to give a special thanks 
to Senator Bodi White for all that he 
has done in helping create our city and 
school system as well as his assistance 
and state funding for city and state 
projects and schools that he has given 
over the years.  
 Thank you to all of the supporters 
and everyone in the city who continue 
to express thanks and positive com-
ments about our city.  It is appreciated.
City Budget
 Now, as for our city, our annual bud-
get year starts on July 1 of each year 
and ends on June 30 of the following 
year.  For the calendar year ending 
December 31, 2022, general sales tax 
revenues were up compared to 2021 to 
over $8 million dollars for the first time 
ever.  The city collects a 2 percent gen-
eral sales and use tax.  The city does 
not collect a property tax.  I provided 
a monthly sales tax report on our web-
site.  It is important to remember to 
shop locally to help support our local 
businesses and return sales tax dollars 
to our city.  I know that all of our local 
businesses appreciate your support.
Surplus
 Our annual audit for the fiscal year 
ending on June 30, 2022 shows the 
city has nearly $13.9 million in unas-
signed funds, and NOT the mislead-
ing $64 million surplus as reported in 

another publication.  The fund balance 
can be used for any purpose needed in 
the city.  This amount is down from the 
2021 surplus of $15 million as a result 
of investments made in infrastructure.
Transparency
 During my term, I made a pledge of 
transparency.  The Public Works Work 
Orders are placed on our website so 
that the public can see what work was 
performed each month.  Additionally, 
the monthly Financial Disbursement 
Report is placed on the website as well 
so that you can see how your tax dol-
lars are being spent, and the monthly 
Permit Report is also placed on the 
website so that you can see what is be-
ing built in our community.   The city 
website address is centralgov.com.   
 Also during my term, IBTS created 
a GIS portal on our website.  Citizens 
can look up useful information such as 
flood zone mapping, watershed areas, 
property zoning, property lines, plan-
ning & zoning case information, coun-
cil districts, zip codes, public sewer 
lines, and more.  
Drainage Projects
 Nearly $75 million dollars worth 
of drainage improvements are being 
engineered in the city along Beaver 
Bayou and Blackwater Bayou.  The 
final right-of-way maps are finalized 
by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  All 
utilities are being identified, and sur-
vey work and property acquisitions 
are set to begin later this year. Alto-
gether, nearly 8 miles of improvements 
will occur along Beaver Bayou and 
nearly 14 miles of improvement along 
Blackwater Bayou and its tributaries.  
Thanks to Congressman Graves for all 
of his assistance and to Fred Raiford 
and his staff in the City-Parish for his 
leadership on this project as well
 During my term, over 200 miles of 
drainage work was done in the city.  
This includes trimming vegetation, 
ditch cleaning and clearing, ditch exca-
vations, and nearly 280 acres of herbi-
cide treatment.  Additionally, I brought 
to the city council a $6 million project 
with Compliance Envirosystems LLC 
(CES) to inspect and clean all under-
ground drainage pipes and catch basins 
within public servitudes and rights-of-
way within the city based upon funds 
provided in the city budget, something 
not reported in another publication.  
This means that all subsurface drain-
age pipes throughout the city will be 
evaluated using a zoom camera pipe 
assessment and all data will be placed 
in a GPS data system for future refer-
ence. When this project is completed, 
the city will have a GIS mapping sys-
tem of all catch basins and drainage 

structures throughout the city.
 You probably have seen CES in 
your neighborhoods and along streets 
throughout the city over the past year 
inspecting all drainage structures and 
underground drainage pipes along pub-
lic rights-of-way and servitudes.  As of 
December 2022, they are approximate-
ly 80 percent complete with the inspec-
tion process and have started cleaning 
pipes.  CES will perform standard line 
cleaning of all necessary underground 
pipes and driveway culverts throughout 
the city to remove materials and restore 
pipe capacity to at least 95 percent.  
 In the meantime, the public works 
crews tackle drainage issues on a daily 
basis around the city.  I continually 
ask for residents to please keep cul-
verts clear of debris in your yards, and 
please don’t throw trash and yard clip-
pings in our ditches and streams.
 In 2021, the city began initiating our 
Off-Site Drainage Assessment (ODA) 
which will allow the city to take ad-
vantage of its recently developed 2D 
Hydraulic Model and use it to perform 
a more thorough assessment of impacts 
from proposed developments.  In the 
past, we relied mostly on engineering 
studies related to drainage when con-
sidering new developments.  Now, with 
the use of the computer model, we will 
be able to see ahead of time the actual 
impact of the proposed development’s 
drainage on surrounding property.  
This tool will provide our Planning & 
Zoning members, our city council, and 
the public with true models of drainage 
impacts rather than speculation.  This 
model takes the “guessing game” away 
and instead provides a true picture of 
the impact.  This ODA was recently 
used on the newest filing of Village at 
Magnolia Square to show the impact of 
the drainage on the proposed develop-
ment and surround areas and was able to 
satisfy most residents with the results.
Transportation
 As for transportation, during my 
term, we completed a reconstruction of 
Thibodeaux Rd worth over $1 million 
dollars.  The roadway was slightly wid-
ened and new safety features were add-
ed along the roadway. Over $5 million 
was spent on street overlay and repairs 
throughout the city.  The city collects 
nearly $450,000 annually from the 
½-cent Green Light Plan road tax that 
is dedicated towards overlay projects.
 The DOTD Sullivan Road widen-
ing project from Wax Rd to Hooper Rd 
came to a stop in 2022.  This project for 
utility relocation and clearing/grubbing 
was issued in April 2017; however, the 
contractor was having issues install-
ing and relocating sewer lines. DOTD 

and the contractor mutually agreed to 
separate and end the project not com-
pleted. DOTD redesigned the project, 
including the sewer lines, and re-issued 
the project for bids in December 2022.  
Boone Services was the only bid-
der with a bid of nearly $20 million.  
DOTD is taking the bid under advise-
ment.   Once completed, the roadway 
will be 4-lanes with a center median 
and dedicated turning lanes at select lo-
cations, and sidewalks will be installed 
on both sides of the roadway.  DOTD 
requested a change to the plans to in-
clude bicycle lanes in each direction 
as part of their new Complete Streets 
plan.  DOTD has also decided not to 
build the roundabout at Hooper and 
Sullivan as part of this project, but they 
will include a roundabout on the future 
Hooper Rd widening project from Sul-
livan Rd to Greenwell Springs Rd.
MoveBR Plan
 As part of the MoveEBR Plan, im-
provements to Hooper Road are begin-
ning to occur as part of the first set of 
projects to get underway. Funding is in 
place through the dedicated sales tax.   
Hooper Rd will be widened to four 
lanes from Blackwater Bayou to just 
east of Sullivan Rd.  The project will be 
split into two separate projects with the 
first being the section from Sullivan Rd 
to Joor Rd, and the second being from 
Joor Rd to Blackwater Bayou.   Bicy-
cle paths will be included in addition to 
sidewalks. Right-of-way acquisitions 
and appraisals are currently underway 
for properties along the stretch.  The 
remaining section of Hooper Rd from 
Sullivan Road to Greenwell Springs 
Rd is in the initial planning and envi-
ronmental phase to start planning for 
widening.  Full funds are not yet com-
mitted for the actual widening of this 
section, but the state plans to use the 
CMAR (Construction Management at 
Risk) process to get this section done 
sooner within the next few years.
MPO Plan
 I also worked with the local MPO 
(Metropolitan Planning Organization) 
for funds for improvements to four 
roadways/intersections.  These include 
Hubbs Rd improvements and bridge 
replacements, Planchet Rd improve-
ments from Frenchtown to Thibodeaux, 
and intersection improvements at Joor 
& Sullivan and Greenwell Springs & 
Morgan Rd intersections.  By using 
MPO funds, the city can be reimbursed 
80 percent of construction costs after 
spending our local dollars.  Design and 
engineering work has already begun on 
the Morgan Rd intersection project as 
well as the Planchet Rd improvement 
project, with the project set for bids in 
2024.  All of these projects total well 
over $10 million dollars.  The city re-
ceives over $2 million annually from 
dedicated ½-cent sales taxes for road-
way and sidewalk construction projects.  
Water Lines
 Work will soon start on nearly 
$750,000 of water line improvements 
along Blackwater Road in an agree-
ment with Parish Water Company.  
This will provide improved water flow 
and new hydrants which will assist the 
Central Fire Department.   Also, a fed-
eral appropriation of nearly $350,000 
will provide nearly a dozen new rain 
gauges at bridges along area drainage 
channels that will provide real-time 
data to the public on water levels in 
these channels.
Economic Development
 As for Economic Development, I 
announced in 2022 that Walk-On’s will 
soon be coming to Central along with 
Marble Slab Creamery, Great Ameri-
can Cookie Company, Jersey Mikes, 
Five Guys, Sports Clips, CC’s Coffee, 
Tractor Supply, Aldi’s Grocery, and 
more.  We have many locally owned 
businesses as well, and let’s continue 
to support them.  Shop local!
City Hall Project
 I am particularly proud of the pur-
chase of nearly 10 acres of land on Sul-

Mayor David Barrow addressing Chamber of Commerce of East Baton Rouge Parish

See MAYOR on Page 15
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Dr. Tommy French, Founder of Jefferson Baptist,
Reflects on 64 Years as Pastor, Business Owner

REV. TOMMY FRENCH, 92, founder of Jefferson Baptist Church, shared with local Republicans memories of the early days of Jefferson Baptist Church and his work in the Re-
publican Party. Rev. French has served on the Republican Parish Executive Committee for 22 years.  Republican parish chairman Woody Jenkins (center) hosted Rev. French.

Recount in Zachary City Council Race Leaves
Republican Jennifer Boyd as Winner by 7 Votes

Steve Myers and Rev. Tommy French Diane Jenkins, ex-Civil Service director Herb 
Sumrall, Liz Dent Sumrall, and Woody Jenkins.

VOTING MACHINE WAREHOUSE on Florida Boulevard (left). Metro Councilman Brandon Noel (right) with Clerk of Court elections chief Brandon Abadie (center) and Zach-
ary City Councilman Lael Montgomery were on hand for the opening of the voting machines on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2022, three days after the election.  Mr. Montgomery lost the 
election to Republican Jennifer Boyd by seven votes. He was at the warehouse checking the returns. Board of Elections supervisor member Mike Chittom was also on hand.

RECOUNT IN ZACHARY CITY COUNCIL RACE — Republican Zachary City Council candidate Jennifer Boyd (left) and her opponent, 
Democrat Zachary City Councilman Lael Montgomery, watched the re-count at the Downtown Library in Baton Rouge. In the end, Boyd’s seven-
vote margin was unchanged.  
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Central Chamber of Commerce Christmas Parade • December 3, 2022

2022 Central Christmas Parade Delighted Children of All Ages

CANDIDATE FOR DISTRICT JUDGE STEVE MYERS with Santa Claus (left). Staff members of Central Oaks Dental (left/center). Central Private cheerleaders (left/center). Santa waves to the crowd (center). Rep. Rick Edmonds and his wife Cindy Edmonds (right/center). Clerk of Court Doug Welborn visits with Santa (right/center). Santa and the Grinch were a hit. 

CENTRAL PRIVATE’S 2022 HOMECOMING COURT with their queen, Melody Pennington. Court members include Emerson Aucoin, Anna Claire Gremillion, Addisyn Aime, Ava Bradford, Kynlee Norris, Anna Santangelo, Miriam Reynerson, Reese McAdams, Belle Melton, and Heidi Robinson. Central High School Homecoming Court with their queen, Jaida Alvin. 
Court members include Conner Foret, Lexie Guercio, Lexi Montagnino, and Daviana Luu.                     

CENTRAL HIGH HOMECOMING COURT MEMBERS McKenzie Mayo, Molly Vance,  Destanee Hamilton, SaMya Finister, Kyra Cavalier, Kaylen Dillard, Princess Toni Hannon, and CHS Prince Mason Shows. Dr. Josh Parker.  Brandi Quebedeaux and her niece Caroline Rose. Central High School JROTC members ready for the parade (right/center). 

DR. JOHN ROSHTO with Central Oaks Dental, 16606 Greenwell Springs Rd (left). ‘Have a Holly Jolly Christmas’ with Danielle’s Haircut Garage (left/center) located at 13623 Hooper Rd. Redhawk cheerleaders (center). Central Middle School flag corps and pep squad (right/center). Southern Muscle - American Car & Truck Club (right).

GREENWELL SPRINGS YOUTH RIDERS (left/center) — Greenwell Springs Pro Rodeo dates are May 5 and 6. Redhawk mascot with youth cheerleaders (right/center). 

Watch Central 
Christmas 

Parade
Dec. 3, 2022

Broadcast by
Central City News
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Photos by Jolice Provost • Video by Ken Bush for Central City News
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Central High School Grand Opening

$22 MILLION CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL RENOVATIONS were unveiled to the public with an Open House and a Winter Wonderland theme on December 12, 2022. Refreshments 
were prepared by Central High culinary students and served by culinary students and Wildcat varsity cheerleaders. Everyone enjoyed Wildcat water, cucumber canapés, crab cakes, 
brownie bites with hot chocolate, and stuffed mushrooms.  Popcorn treats and sugar cookies were prepared by special education inclusion students for the event.

CENTRAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL SUPT.  JASON FOUNTAIN (left) welcomes visitors into the new gym where the tours began. Greeting visitors at the doors were Wildcat 
senior cheerleaders Danielle Satterwhite, Kenleigh Perrin, Emmy McClure and Raelyn Burnett (center). Michelle and Gil Matherne (right) enjoyed the tour. 

NEWLY RENOVATED CAFETERIA (left). Serving visitors at Central Perk, varsity cheerleader Camille Jackson (center) Central High Jazz Band (right) entertains visitors.

FORMER CENTRAL RESIDENTS Joyce and Ted McCulley (left) tour Central High School. Central cheerleader Halle Johnson and culinary student Bobbi Liner (left/center) 
serve cab cakes. Kaylynn Knippers, Hallea LaCroix and Hailey Wagner (right/center) serve scrumptious cucumber canapés (right) made by Central High culinary students. 

LIKE PROUD PARENTS SHOWING OFF A NEWBORN — Supt. Jason Fountian, school board members Kim Powers, Dr. G. David Walker, Dr. Keith Holmes, Sharon Brown-
ing, Ruby Foil, Roxanne Atkinson, and Dr. Jim Gardner, and Mike Faulk, former Central superintendent and now Executive Director of State Superintendents Association.



Wildcat Wonderland Themed Night 

Video by Woody Jenkins • Photos by Jolice Provost
Central City News

Central High School Open House
December 12, 2022

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL hosted hundreds community members for its Grand Opening showing off $22 million in new additions and renovations to the school. 

FORMER CENTRAL SCHOOL SUPT. MIKE FAULK (left) with outgoing school board members he served under — Sharon Browning, Ruby Foil and school board president 
Dr. Jim Gardner with current Supt. Jason Fountain. At center, Kenny Kepper, Jerry Perrin and Mayor-elect Wade Evans 

CHRISTMAS CAROLERS from Central Intermediate (left). Central High’s new Digital Media Center (center). Language and business classrooms (right) with tables for discus-
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NEW SENSORY ROOM FOR SPED (left). Mason Shows, Alex Hargrave, and Hayden Smith (left/center) enjoying visitors. 
Logan Mounce (right/center).  To further enjoy the Central City News, download a QR code reader on your smart phone.

VARSITY CHEERLEADERS Amelia Bossier and Bailey Logsdon (left). Cheerleaders Kierra Taylor and Lucy Mire (center) 
check out the digital media center. Central Perk coffee shop.  

Visit the new $22 million 
Central High School during 
Grand Opening ceremonies 
with Woody Jenkins of 
Central City News.  Click 
the QR Code below:



Central High School Welding Classes

Central High School Culinary Class
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NEW WELDING CLASSROOMS at Central High School where students build the knowledge and skill of welding. They can leave certified and ready for a high-paying job.

FORMER CENTRAL SUPT. MIKE FAULK (left) with Charlie Habig, Central High’s AWS welding instructor, touring the new well-equipped welding classrooms. 

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL’S NEW INDUSTRIAL KITCHEN for the food science students. The students create delicious meals and learn to present food properly. Central High 
students are also gaining valuable business experience by running the Central Perk Coffee Shop on the high school campus.

CENTRAL’S ASSISTANT SUPT. CHANDLER SMITH (left/center), food science teacher Chef Casey Guy, and former Assistant Supt. Sandy Davis tour the facilities.
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Central Health Sciences Classrooms

HEALTH SCIENCE CLASSROOMS where Central High students are being trained in dental assisting. Many local dentists are working with Central High School to help put these 
students on the fast track to careers in the dental field.

PRE-NURSING AND SPORTS MEDICINE CLASSROOMS where Central High students can work towards certifications and take classes such as First Responder, Anatomy and 
Physiology, EMT and Athletic Training, and Medical Terminology all of which help students to prepare for a career in healthcare.

 CENTRAL — Jennifer Knapps of 
Central has joined Landmark 
Bank, focusing on business devel-
opment in Central, Livingston, and 

 Jennifer has proven to be very 
successful throughout her banking 
career and has received many ac-
colades for her outstanding perfor-
mance. 
 She was born and raised in Liv-
ingston Parish where she attended 
Live Oak High School. For over 25 
years, she resided in St. Helena Par-
ish where she raised her three sons. 
She currently resides in Central. 
 In a statement, Landmark Bank 
said, “We are excited to have Jen-
nifer join our team at Landmark 
Bank. She will be focusing on 
business development, primarily 
lending opportunities in Livings-
ton Parish, St. Helena Parish and 
the City of Central. 

Jennifer Knapps Joins Landmark Bank

St. Helena Par-
ish. With al-
most 30 years 
of banking ex-
perience, she 
has vast know-
ledge in many 
areas of the fi-
nancial sector 
that include 
lending, in-
vestments, and 

personal and commercial banking. 
She previously worked at Regions 
Bank and Bank One (Chase Bank). CentralCityNews.us

Jennifer Knapps

New
Library

at
Central

High 
School
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Walk-On’s Wildcat Coming Soon to Central
Walk-On’s Set to Debut Newest Prototype in Central

 BATON ROUGE—Walk-On’s Sports 
Bistreaux continues to build on its 
winning streak with exciting fran-
chise development and a new mod-
ern design, that is set to debut in 
Central.
 The award-winning brand an-
nounced the unveiling of a new 
restaurant prototype – the Wildcat 
– which will debut with longtime 
partner DMBC’s newest location 
that is slated to open on Sullivan 
Road, near Grand Settlement Bou-
levard in Central. This will be the 
first location to feature the Wildcat 
and will be used as the blueprint for 
DMBC’s remaining six Walk-On’s 
that are still in development. 
 Walk-On’s Wildcat design offers 
franchisees more options when it 
comes to real estate and construc-
tion. Smaller than its big brother, the 
Bulldog, the new design still packs 
a punch with seating for more than 
200 in a 6,000-square-foot, modern 
footprint with interior and exterior 
dining. In addition, the new design 
requires less upfront costs and of-
fers more flexibility and improved 
economics for a new restaurant.  
 “We’re so excited to partner with 
DMBC on the launch of this excit-
ing new design,” said Walk-On’s 

CEO Brandon Landry. “Our new 
model offers the same game day 
experience both inside and on our 
patio, but in a more efficient layout 
for franchisees looking for a small-
er footprint. While the restaurant 
will be reduced in size, the experi-
ence will stay the same and gives 
new franchisees additional options 
for expansion.”
 DMBC began its partnership 

with Walk-On’s by acquiring the 
Lafayette location in 2016. Since 
then, DMBC has opened 16 loca-
tions across Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama, Florida and Tennessee 
including many of the SEC college 
towns. With this new expansion 
agreement, the franchise group will 
begin scouting out real estate op-
tions that will feature the new de-
sign by the end of 2023.
 “The growth we’ve experienced 
since we signed on with Walk-
On’s has been unbelievable,” said 
DBMC Restaurants President Jason 
Gisclair. “We’ve had such great suc-
cess at all our locations and believe 
it’s only going to improve once we 
launch this exciting new design. This 

updated Walk-On’s is a gamechang-
er and will allow us to bring the 
unique Cajun sports bistreaux ex-
perience to more communities.”
 At Walk-On’s, each dish is made 
from scratch, using fresh ingre-
dients to bring its mouthwatering 
Americana and Cajun cuisine to life. 
The diverse menu features unique 
twists on game-day staples and up-
scale takes on Louisiana mainstays, 
such as Crawfish Étouffée, Duck & 
Andouille Gumbo and Doughnut 
Bread Pudding made with Krispy 
Kreme doughnuts. 
 For a complete menu, locations 
and more information, visit walk-
ons.com. To inquire about franchise 
opportunities, visit walkonsfran-
chising.com or contact CFE Kelly 
Parker at 225.330.4533.
 Walk-On’s: Game Day With A 
Taste of Louisiana.
 About Walk-On’s Sports Bis-
treaux
 Based in Baton Rouge, Walk-
On’s Sports Bistreaux was founded 
in 2003 by Brandon Landry, a for-
mer walk-on basketball player at 
LSU. Leaning on the true spirit of 
a walk-on and building a winning 
culture, the brand is rapidly expand-
ing across the United States. Its 
Louisiana-inspired menu features 
food and drinks made from scratch 
daily. Walk-On’s All-American 
Team serves up a game-day experi-
ence in a fun, family-friendly atmo-
sphere that ensures every guest is a 
winner. For more information, visit 
walk-ons.com.  

WALK-ON’S WILDCAT to seat 200 in this 6,000-square-foot location in Central

Experience You Can Trust
Fences • Fence Repairs • Bulkheads

Here in the City of Central
We are Proud to Serve the People of Central!

COASTAL BULKHEADS
Affordable Residential Fences • Bulkhead Builders

Wood or Vinyl • Free Estimates

Call Mark at 225-328-1408

state championship season in 2004.  
They went undefeated, winning the 
title in the Superdome 40-0 over 
Notre Dame.
 After college, he returned to 
Parkview and coached under Coach 
Guillot. “He was my mentor, the 
kind of human being I want to be. 
He cultivated a strong work ethic 
and led a model Christian life,” 
Simoneaux said.
 At Central, he worked under 
Wildcats head coach Doug Dotson. 
“Coach Dotson had a work ethic 
second to none. He motivated kids 
to be their best.  He brought great 
energy and confidence to the pro-
gram. He understood how to devel-
op the student athlete and taught me 
how important it is to start working 
with kids when they are young.”
 Simoneaux worked with Coach 
Sid for the 2011 through 2014 sea-
sons. “Coach Sid is a master del-
egator. He surrounds himself with 
competent coaches and lets them do 
their jobs. He also calls the guys to 
service in their community.  He let 
all of us know, whether coaches or 
athletes, that we are here to serve, 
not be served.”
 His head coach experience at 
Catholic of Pointe Coupee was very 
different. He was in charge!  “It’s a 
great community, and we had great 
community support.  People were 
starving for success!  It was a sweet 
spot in my career.”
 After five years at Catholic of 
Pointe Coupee, Simoneaux was of-
fered the head coaching position at 
Catholic High in Baton Rouge, one 
of the primer coaching positions in 
the state.
 “At Catholic High, they give you 
the tools to be a success!  And they 
tie in faith, athletics, and academ-
ics. They have their values aligned, 
and those represent the values of 

Coach Simoneaux Has
Big Plans for Central

the Brothers of the Sacred Heart. 
I’m not Catholic, but that was never 
an issue at Catholic High. I devel-
oped close relationships with the 
priests.”
 Coach Simoneaux won the State 
5A championship at Catholic in 
2021.
 So why come to Central?
 “Central is a sleeping giant! 
There is so much potential here. My 
years here were wonderful.  I love 
the toughness of the people and the 
blue collar mentality.”
 “I coached with Brandon La-
Groue (now principal at Central 
High). We were young teachers and 
coaches together. I have a lot of re-
spect for him and Supt. Jason Foun-
tain. We want to develop a world 
class football program here.”
 “Like Catholic High of Pointe 
Coupee, people in Central are starv-
ing for success.”
 So what is Coach Simoneaux’s 
plan for Central?
 “We have to be very involved in 
the middle school.  We have the 
kids that we need.  But we have 
to develop them and offer a pro-
gram where they will never leave.  
Maximum development of the kids.  
From age 6 to 12 we will help them 
develop their potential.  We will fo-
cus on nutrition, strength and condi-
tioning, sports psychology, flexibil-
ity, and enhanced performance.  By 
the time they get to the high school, 
they will fit right in.”
 Coach Simoneaux said he is al-
ready meeting with members of the 
staff and in fact is 3/4ths through the 
process. He’s finding out if coaches 
want to stay and if they are open to a 
role change. “We will search for the 
best talent and build a powerhouse.”
 The new coach said he is also 
very interested in having a great 
track program and utilizing the new 
facilities the school will have.

Continued from Page 1
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Mayor David Barrow: State of the City of Central
Continued from Page 8

livan Rd from the Devall family as a 
future site for our City Center and City 
Hall.  I am thankful to the Devall’s for 
their graciousness in closing this deal.  
This area will provide plenty of room 
for a governmental complex across 
from Wildcat Stadium.  
Cooking in Central
 Cooking in Central returns in the 
fall of 2023. The event will be held at 
the Amazing Place property at 10305 
Blackwater Rd., and this event is the 
official festival of the City of Central.  
Many thanks to all the volunteers who 
help put this event together.  

Planning
 As for planning in our city, a fi-
nalized draft of the Central Thruway 
Overlay District goes before the coun-
cil in January.  This will provide strict 
architectural and building standards 
along the Central Thruway in order to 
keep a scenic appearance when enter-
ing the city.  The draft passed the Plan-
ning Commission last year. Thanks to 
Council members Lazaroe, McKinney, 
and Roy as well as Metro Councilman 
Moak for their work on this document 
along with our city planner Steve Vil-
lavaso and planning staff.  As always, 
I welcomed new development, but 
we need to make sure that we do not 

overburden our existing infrastructure 
(water, sewer, roadways, drainage sys-
tems).   The city must also work with 
the Central Community School System 
to handle the effect of developments on 
the school system.   
New Subdivisions
 During my term, only one major 
new subdivision was approved by the 
P&Z and City Council, and it was for 
less than 50 lots.   In fact, two subdivi-
sions approved in previous administra-
tions came back before the council for 
changes and the number of lots were 
actually reduced by almost 200 lots.  
These were Village at Magnolia Square 
and the Settlement at Shoe Creek.   Ad-
ditional drainage improvements and 
storage capacity were added in both of 
these.  Development of new homes on 
private family-owned properties con-
tinues to be the popular choice.
Parks and Recreation
 BREC is making significant im-
provements and new additions to parks 
throughout our city.   New turf base-
ball fields have been completed on 
all fields at the Hooper Road Sports 
Park.  The transformation of Jackson 
Park on Sullivan Rd into a true com-
munity park has been completed with 
new walking paths, playground equip-
ment, recreation building, splash pad 
and more.  The new gym and parking 
area are complete at Lovett Road park 
along with new playground equipment, 
and the new Dog Park was opened in 
2022.  The new million-dollar conser-
vation building being constructed at 
the Frenchtown Conservation Area is 
almost ready to open.  This new build-
ing will be an attraction to our area and 
complement the miles of walking trails 
through the woods.     
Special Needs Playground
 Even more exciting news, thanks 
to a state appropriation by Sena-
tor White, will be the construction of 
a playground for special needs and 
handicapped children on the property 
in front of Central Intermediate School 
on Sullivan Rd.  This playground will 
provide special equipment and acces-
sories for these children and is just a 
short distance from Jackson Park.  De-
sign work is currently underway on 
this new park.  
Central Police Department
 Our police department has a total of 
nearly 20 officers including the chief 
and assistant chief as well as several 
new dispatchers, and an administra-
tive assistant.  The chief and I had, and 
continue to have, a good working rela-
tionship, and I appreciate all the work 
that his department does in keeping our 
crime rate low and fast responses to 
crashes.   I also want to thank Captain 
Jason Demoulin and all of the great 
deputies of the East Baton Rouge Sher-
iff’s Office for their continuing protec-
tion of the city as well.    We truly have 
a safe city, and I encourage everyone 
to please lock your vehicles at night 
to help deter vehicle burglaries.  Also, 
please make sure you have an address 
properly displayed near your front 
door and also on your mailbox.  First 
responders count on this.
Fire Departments
 I am also proud of the three fire de-
partments which cover our city.  They 
include Chaneyville (northwest section 
of the city), Pride (northeast section of 
the city), and the Central Fire Depart-
ment which covers the overwhelm-
ing majority of the city.  In 2021, the 
Central Fire Department improved to a 
Class 2 rating, which puts them in the 
top 5 percent of all departments in the 
country and results in insurance sav-
ings for homeowners.
Stay Involved
 We truly have a great city with great 
citizens.  I encourage our citizens to 
stay involved by attending our coun-
cil meetings and other public meetings 
scheduled during the year.  The city 
council meets on the 2nd and 4th Tues-
day of each month at 6 p.m. at Kristen-
wood, 14025 Greenwell Springs Rd.  
Agendas are posted on the website.

Sincerely,
Former Mayor David Barrow
City of Central.
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CALL TODAY
For Your Appointment

Searching for 
A Dentist 

In Network With 
Your Insurance?

The doctors and staff at Central Oaks Dental Care are ready to serve you with a smile!

We are in Network With Most Insurance Companies

16606 Greenwell Springs Rd 
 Greenwell Springs, LA 70739

(225) 262-4150 Our Orthodontist Dr. Josh Parker
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City of Central Swearing in Ceremony  

Swearing in Ceremony
Kristenwood • December 30, 2022 

Photos by Jolice Provost
Video by Woody Jenkins

For Central City News

NEWLY-ELECTED CENTRAL MAYOR WADE EVANS (left) was sworn into office by Clerk of Court Doug Welborn as his family looked on. Family members include Mayor 
Evans’ mom Carol Guerrero, daughter Catie Rose, wife Tonya, son Darren, daughter Anna Marie, Mayor Evans, and Clerk of Court Doug Welborn.

COUNCILWOMAN KIM FRALICK (left) was sworn in by Justice of the Peace Larry Spencer.  At right, Dr. Fralick was accompanied by her family (left to right) husband John, 
daughters Mary and Abby, Councilwoman Fralick and Larry Spencer.  Rev. Spencer was formerly Dr. Fralick’s pastor at Calvary Heights Baptist Church in Baton Rouge.

CHIEF ROGER CORCORAN (left) was sworn in for a second term by Clerk of Court Doug Welborn. The Corcoran family (right) includes daughters Harleigh and Lynsey, wife 
Windy, Chief Corcoran, and Clerk of Court Doug Welborn.  Central has had three chiefs of police since incorporation in 2005 — Doug Browning, James Salsbury, and Corcoran.

CLERK OF COURT DOUG WELBORN (center) swore in Councilman-at-Large Josh Roy, Councilman J. D. Lavergne, Councilwoman Kim Fralick, Police Chief Roger Corco-
ran, Welborn who administered the oath, Mayor Wade Evans, Councilman-at-Large Aaron McKinney, and Councilman Tim Lazaro. 
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Clerk of Court Doug Welborn Officiated  

COUNCILMAN AT-LARGE JOSH ROY (left) was sworn is by Clerk of Court Doug Welborn. At right, the Roy family includes sister-in-law Sally Roy; sister Elizabeth Jordan; 
Riley, Bradley Jordan, and Sophia Jordan; Councilman-at-Large Josh Roy, and Clerk of Court Doug Welborn. 

COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE AARON McKINNEY (left) was sworn in by Clerk of Court Doug Welborn. The McKinney family (right) includes Aaron’s mom Roxanne holding 
Jonah, Aaron’s wife Hannah holding Avery, Councilman-at-Large Aaron McKinney, and Clerk of Court Doug Welborn.

COUNCILMAN TIM LAZARO (left) was sworn in by Clerk of Court Doug Welborn. The Lazaro family (right) includes Tim’s wife Anita, daughters Natalie and Claire, Coun-
cilman Tim Lazaro, and Clerk of Court Doug Welborn.

COUNCILMAN JACK “J. D.” LAVERGNE (left) was sworn in by Clerk of Court Doug Welborn. The Lavergne family (right) includes J.D.’s sons Madox and Mason, daughter 
Mila, wife Holli, Councilman J. D. Lavergne, and Clerk of Court Doug Welborn.

COUNCILWOMAN D’ANN WELLS (left) was sworn in by City Clerk Mark Miley during separate ceremonies at her home. Her family was on hand for the occasion. At right, 
Central City Councilman Briton Myer was sworn in by Clerk of Court Doug Welborn at the Clerk’s office at City Hall in Baton Rouge.
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FULL DAY PRE-K3 AND PRE-K4
FORMING FAITH AND FUTURE

EXCELLENCE IN ACADEMICS

CHALLENGING CURRICULUM

PERFORMING ARTS PROGRAM

CHROMEBOOK TECHNOLOGY IN GRADES K-8
READING LAB PROGRAM

EXTENDED DAY CARE

INTERGRATED, AGE APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY USE 

IN ALL CLASSROOMS

ST. ALPHONSUS OPEN HOUSE JAN. 22

TOURS FROM 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Republican Women of EBR Gala

REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH CHRISTMAS GALA —(Left photo, 1st row, left to right) Debbie Kuehne, Emily Greene, and Katie Wagley. 
(2nd row) Christy Haik, Julie Easterly, and Sandra Campbell. (3rd row) Gwen Bizette, Dru Brock Lea, and Mary Margaret Mouch. (4th row) Terri Hegan, Lynn Coxe-Graham, Laurie 
Adams, and Katie Alexander. (Center photo, 1st row) Julie Easterly, Sandra Campbell, Lenar Whitney, Dru Brock Lea, Susie Labry, Mary Margaret Mouch, Laurie Adams and Wanda 
Aizpurua. (2nd row) Katie Alexander and Christy Haik. (Right photo) Wanda Aizpurua and Christy Haik.

WOODY AND DIANE JENKINS (left) pose with Judge Hunter Greene and his wife Emily. (left center) Rick Peyton, Tina Payton, Irvin Schwary and Janet Schwary. (center) Marty 
Maley and William Wallis. (right/center) Mick Travasos and Lynn Coxe Graham. (right) Melissa Marley and former Secretary of State Tom Schedler. 



Capital Financial Christmas Celebration

Ian James and Nancy Messer

Winter wonderland decorations at Baton Rouge Renaissance Hotel

Sherry and Jim Tinney Ronnie and Billie Nugent Cynthia Kilcrease

Phil Cain, Christine Cain and Christiana Cain Faith and Buddy McClure

Darryl and Patricia Walton and Jim 
and Mary Ashford

Greg and Suzanne Booty, Ian James 
and Jack Jenkins

Jack and Cheryl Jenkins Jimmy and Patty Lyles

Bernard Wilthew and Scott Smith Carolyn and Warren Winstead Bethany and Scott Delaney

Premier TIRE & AUTO  

Wheel Alignment 
Tire and Lube  

Brakes and 
Suspension
Oil Changes 225-372-2659

Locally Owned and Operated

Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Closed Sunday

12470 Hooper Rd, Baton Rouge, LA 70818

Premier TIRE & AUTO  

12470 Hooper Rd, Baton Rouge, LA 70818

Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Closed Sunday

Capital Financial
Christmas

Celebration
Hosted by Ian James
The Renaissance

Dec. 1, 2022
Most Guests Were 
Central Residents
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‘Your Ideal Retirement’ Charts Best Investment, Tax Strategy

Ian James, Founder 
of Capital Financial

Ian James’ Book Tops Amazon Best Sellers

 BATON ROUGE — Ian E. James, 
founder of Capital Financial Group 
has collaborated with four other 
financial experts to write a No. 1 
best-seller on Amazon. The new 
book, Your Ideal Retirement, 
brings together the recommenda-
tions of some of the nation’s top 
experts on financial plannig.
 Your Ideal Retirement hit best-
seller lists on Amazon.com within 
24 hours of release. It was ranked 
No. 1 in the Kindle Tax Law cat-
egory, No. 1 in the Kindle Eco-
nomics category, and No. 2 in the 
Financial category.
 The book is the first in a series 
by Ian James where he highlights 
the experience of financial experts 
around the country who specialize 
in serving the individual needs of 
their clients through education and 
dedication to their work. 
 This volume includes insight by  
Timothy Turner, Steven Kanner, 
Brian Mitteldorf and John Sellas as 
well as Ian James.   These experts 
travel through their careers and 
share stories of successful retire-
ment planning and covers some of 

the misconceptions and pitfalls.
 Happy with the success of the 
book, James said, “To be an author 
of this book is very gratifying, but 
to hit the top of the Amazon Best-
Seller lists the first time is just in-
credible. I hope people read Your 
Ideal Retirement and get a lot out 

with a boutique feel. The second-
to-none experience, research and 
ideas they provide helps to ensure 
the financial goals of each client.
 Ian graduated from the Univer-
sity of Idaho with a Bachelor’s of 
Science degree and attended LSU 
for the Masters of Business Ad-
ministration Program (MBA®). He 
completed the Certified Financial 
Planner CFP® curriculum, in ad-
dition to the AAMS®, CRPC®, and 
BFA® designation courses through 
the College for Financial Planning. 
He dedicates much of his time to 
continuing his education to better 
serve his clients.
 He volunteers as a board mem-
ber of the Baton Rouge Grief 
Counseling Center with the belief 
that service and giving back is a 
core principal in business and life.
 For more information about Ian 
James, CRPC, AAMS, BFA, con-
tact
Capital Financial Group
8550 United Plaza Blvd. Ste 702
Baton Rouge, LA 70809
225.261.9606 Office
225.261.9638 Fax
www.225wealth.com
 To purchase a copy of Your Ide-
al Retirement, visit https://www.
amazon.com/YOUR-IDEAL-RE-
TIREMENT-Strategies-Leverag-
ing-ebook/dp/B0BDKB6MGS

of it.”
 Ian James is 
an experienced 
financial plan-
ner who serves 
clients across 
the country 
but expecially 
in South Loui-
siana, Texas, 
and his native 
Idaho. He has 
25 years of 
experience in 

the financial planning industry. He 
founded Capital Financial Group 
in 2007 after working for one of 
the largest financial firms in the 
country for over a decade. 
 James said he established his 
firm because he felt a greater pas-
sion for helping his clients on an 
individual basis and wanted to 
ensure that each person walking 
through his door got the client ex-
perience and service he deserves.
 Capital Financial Group can 
provide resources and capabilities 
similar a large Wall Street firm but 

Ian James Began
Career in Central,
Now in 3 States
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Electrical

Parking Lot Lights, Security Lights, and Video

Simple Electric
Commercial • Residental

Over 35 Years Experience • Any Size Job

Installation of All Electrical Work

225-921-2633
Parking Lot Lights, Security Lights, and Video

Dirt Work

General Sand & Gravel Co.
Limestone, Gravel, Mason Sand, Clay, Top Soil, 

Riversilt, Crushed Concrete, Tractor Work,
Swimming Pool Demo & Fill-In

225-261-3953

Dirt Work

Automotive

North - Airline & 
Choctaw

 225-927-2311
South - Airline 
& Cloverland
 225-751-3656

3 months @$50/month
12 months @$42/month

centralcitynews@hotmail.com

Central Business Directory

Central City News



Central Private Homecoming Queen & Court

CENTRAL PRIVATE 2022 HOME-
COMING COURT  — (1st row, left to 
right) Belle Melton, Queen Melody Pen-
nington, and Heidi Robinson. (2nd row) 
Emerson Aucoin, Anna Claire Gremillion, 
Addisyn Aime, Ava Bradford, Kynlee Nor-
ris, Anna Santangelo, Miriam Reynerson, 
and Reese McAdams. 
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Central Classified Ads
$6 for first 10 words. $10 for 11 to 20 words, $15 
for 21 to 30 words. $20 for 31 to 40 words.  $25 
for one column inch classified display ad. Call 261-
5055.  Must be paid in advance. To pay by credit 
card, go to www.centralcitynews.us and click “Pay 
Now” on the left.  Then email ad copy to central-
citynews@hotmail.com. Or mail or hand deliver 
check and ad copy to Central City News, 910 N. 
Foster, Baton Rouge 70806

CHRISTIAN LADY HOUSE 
CLEANING:

Call Norma at 261-3754.
UNIVERSAL BANKER NEEDED:
Bank of Zachary is looking for a highly 
motivated individual to fill a Full-Time 
Universal Banker position. This po-
sition offers an exciting opportunity 
for candidates with prior teller, cash 
handling, customers service, or retail 
sales experience who are interested in 
beginning a career with opportunities 
for growth and development. Universal 
Bankers perform all Teller duties along 
with providing support in many aspects 
of retail with a broad knowledge of the 
bank’s products and services, along 
with account opening. Must be custom-
er focused with ability to multi-task and 
perform as a team player. Stable work 
history and high school diploma or 
GED required. One to two years prior/
current banking, sales, cash handling, 
and/or customer service experience 
required. EEO/AA/M/F/VETERAN/

DISABLED. Send all resumes to hr@
bankofzachary.com.
ITCHNOMORE® AT TRACTOR 
SUPPLY: Use ItchNoMore® shampoo 
on dogs, cats & horses to relieve second-
ary dermatitis,  treat yeast infections, & 
eliminate doggy odor. At Tractor Supply.  
(www.fleabeacon.com).
DIGITAL AND TREASURY MAN-
AGEMENT MANAGER NEEDED:
Five years commensurate experience or 
Bachelor’s degree. Process ACH, Direct 
Deposits, RDC, Mobile deposit, Bill-
Pay and Online banking transactions. 
Oversee and manage the growth of the 
entire electronic funds transfer process. 
Develop new programs and ensure effi-
cient and accurate process within regula-
tions. Develop digital channel strategies 
and facilitating priorities. Digital channel 
management, understanding, identifying 
solutions for customers
Excellent interpersonal communication 
skills. Extensive knowledge of retail and 
electronic banking operations, proce-
dures and regulations. Efficiently present 
information to customers, senior man-
agement and all other employees. Strong 
technical skills. EEO/AA/M/F/VETER-
ANS/DISABLED  Email resume to hr@
bankofzachary.com.

Defense Lawyers Honor Jeff Wittenbrink
BLACKSTONE 

AWARD
Jeff Wittenbrink

Attorney for 
Pastor Tony Spell

— 
Honored by Louisi-
ana Association of 
Criminal Defense 

Lawyers 
for his Victory in 

State of Louisiana v. 
Pastor Tony Spell, 

when the Louisiana 
Supreme Court ruled 
the criminal charges 
against Pastor Spell

were illegal and 
unconstitutional

 NEW ORLEANS — Jeff Witten-
brink, attorney for Central pastor 
Tony Spell, has been honored by the 
Louisiana Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers after having won 
a landmark case before the Louisi-
ana Supreme Court.  
 Wittenbrink was honored during 
the organization’s 35th Annual Jus-
tice William Tate, Jr., Awards Ban-
quet at the Westin in New Orleans.
 On May 13, 2022, Louisiana’s 
highest court ruled 5-2 that the ar-
rest and imprisonment of Rev. Spell 
for the crime of holding church dur-
ing the pandemic was illegal and 
unconstitutional.  The court quashed 
the criminal charges against the 
pastor that had been filed by Central 
Police Chief Roger Corcoran.
 The Louisiana Supreme Court 
said that Gov. John Bel Edwards 
had no legal authority to adopt rules 
restricting the First Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution or the Dec-
laration of Rights of the Louisiana 
Constitution.
 Avery Pardee, president of the 
Louisiana Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers, presented Wit-
tenbrink with the prestigious Black-
stone Award, named after perhaps 
the most distinguished judge of all 

times.  William Blackstone (1723-
1780) was a member of the House 
of Commons and British judge, who 
wrote Commentaries on the Laws.
 Pardee said of Wittenbrink, “The 
award goes to Jeff Wittenbrink, 
who represented Pastor Tony Spell, 
who was arrested and charged with 
violating the Governor’s executive 
orders during Covid.  After two 

Attorney Jeff Wittenbrink honored with the Blackstone Award from Avery Pardee of La. Association of Defense Attorneys.
years of litigation, the Louisiana 
Supreme Court ruled that the orders 
were unconstitutional, and quashed 
the charges.”
 She said they honored Witten-
brink for fighting and winning un-
der difficult circumstances.
 Wittenbrink is representing Rev. 
Spell in a completely separate civil 
case, which is currently pending 

before the U.S. 5th Circuit Court 
of Appeals.  That is a federal civil 
rights case in which Pastor Spell is 
suing Gov. John Bel Edwards, Sher-
iff Sid Edwards, and Chief Roger 
Corcoran for damages for violating 
his rights and the rights of his con-
gregation under the First Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution.
 A three-judge panel of the 5th 
Circuit heard arguments on the case 
in early September 2022 but has not 
yet ruled.
 After receiving the award, Wit-
tenbrink said he was surprised to 
receive the honor. “I’m not a mem-
ber of the organization and have no 
idea who nominated me. However, 
it was a very distinguished group, 
composed of some of top attorneys 
in the state.  More than anything, I 
think it was recognition of the im-
portance of the Supreme Court’s 
decision in State of Louisiana v. 
Pastor Tony Spell. The court took 
this case very seriously and made it 
clear that the Constitution doesn’t 
go on vacation or take a sabbatical, 
even during a pandemic.  Some in 
the legal community and even in 
the religious community want to 
give the governor and other officials 
a pass for their lawless behavior.  
But this award was recognition by 
an important part of the legal com-
munity that this decision is greatly 
respected by the bar and is likely to 
be a powerful force for protecting 
religious liberty for generations to 
come.”
 Wittenbrink is a solo practitioner 
in Baton Rouge.



2023 Central High
Girls Basketball

Schedule
Jan 9 Glen Oaks H
Jan 11 East Ascension A
Jan 12 Live Oak H
Jan 17 Baker A
Jan 19 St. Amant A
Jan 23 Denham Springs A
Jan 27 Woodlawn H
Jan 30 West Feliciana A
Feb 1 Liberty Magnet A
Feb 3 Scotlandville A
Feb 7 St. Joseph Acd H
Feb 10 Zachary A
Head Coach: 
Asst. Coaches: Gregg Morris. 
Brianne Ensminger, Bennie 
Edwards
Principal: Brandon LaGroue
* Indicates District games

 2023 Central High
Varsity Basketball

Schedule
Jan 6 Capitol A
Jan 9 Parkview A
Jan 11 Assumption H
Jan 13 St. Martinville H
Jan 18 GEO Next Gen H
Jan 20 Teurlings Catholic A
Jan 24 Opelousas Catholic A
Jan 27 Denham Springs A
Jan 31 Live Oak A
Feb 1  Dutchtown  H
Feb 3 Scotlandville H
Feb 7 Catholic High A
Feb 10 Zachary H
Feb 14 Woodlawn A
Feb 17 Liberty Magnet   H
Head Coach: 
Principal: Brandon LaGroue

Bill Simon Tells Secrets of Business Success
 CENTRAL — With more than 60 years in busi-
ness in Baton Rouge, Bill Simon is a living leg-
end in the business community.  Simple Simon 
Tires is known for its commitment to customer 
satisfaction, quality, and integrity.
 With that in mind, on Dec. 27, the Chamber of 
Commerce of East Baton Rouge Parish invited 
Bill Simon to share with their members the se-
crets of his success in business.  He was joined 
that day by former Baker Mayor Pete Heine, 94, 
who also spoke.
 Simon recalled his background of being born 
in 1936 in the midst of the Depresssion to a 
family with nine children.  His mom was by 

advanced equipment. He didn’t know much but 
he worked hard and learned more and more.  
His stores set sales records, attracting the atten-
tion of his national suppliers.  He finally ended 
up with a number of locations and a loyal team 
of employees.  His prize-winning, hilarious TV 
commercials spread his fame and his business 
far and wide.
 Here are some of Bill Simon’s secrets to suc-
cess in business:
 • Do the right thing and do the best you can.
 • People shop price until they find someone 
they can trust.  Be someone they can trust!
 • Be good to people. You never know who 
you might need to cross that bridge.

 • When you surround yourself with good 
people and they believe in the cause and them-
selves, they can do anything.
 • When you make bologna sandwiches for the 
men and sit around the shop eating with them 
and they’re making good money, it’s amazing 
how loyal they will be.
 • Never do anything new without talking to 
your people and getting their opinion.
 • My job is to bring out the best in people.
 • We all need a mentor.  Learn from him!
 • Don’t say I, it’s always we.
 • Love this country,
 • When things get tough, pray and hold on to 
each other.   — Woody Jenkins, editor

Bill Simon, owner of Simple   Simon Tire, addresses the 
ChamberEBR at their monthly luncheon.

Scoot Heine, Honorable Pete Heine, former mayor of 
Baker, and Bill Simon of Simple Simon Tire.

herself trying to raise the 
family. They were so poor, 
friends suggested she turn 
the kids over to the state.  
But they all worked hard 
and survived. Bill left the 
farm at age 14 and began to 
work. He was drafted into 
the Army and later worked 
in the oil field, ending up 
in Baton Rouge. In 1959, 
he had a chance to go to an 
Esso training program for 
prospective service station 
operators.  As he was learn-
ing the business, a friend 
lent him $1,500 for some 
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Bill Simon: 
Secrets to His 

Success
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“We want to be the Baton Rouge 
dentist office you enjoy visiting. 
We know our patients by name and 
we look forward to seeing you. Our 
team is personal, professional, and 
focused on your family’s dental care.”

Dr. Adam Quartano


