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NEWSNEWS
Unprecedented Surveillance Monitored Members’ Faces, License Plates

See FEDERAL on Page 2

 CENTRAL — Friday the 13th of 
March 2020 was the day Gov. John 
Bel Edwards declared an emer-
gency and began to rule by decree. 
One of his first acts was ordering 

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

 CENTRAL — Scott Sherwin had 
his first conflict with Life Taber-
nacle Church in 2006 shortly af-
ter the church opened across from 

his house on Hooper Road. Sher-
win started harassing 78-year-old 
Dorothy Spell, the wife of then-
pastor Rev. B. A. Spell. Mrs. Spell 

Attorney Jeff Wittenbrink (left) and Rev. Tony Spell after Supreme Court victory.

FBI Spied on Central Church

be new is libel suits against nation-
al news outlets that subjected the 
pastor to a raft of defamatory accu-
sations.
 The pastor has no skeletons the 
media could find after two years 
of probing.  Rev. Spell pastors 
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Federal Agents Set
Up Surveillance with
8 High-Tech Cameras
Surrounding Church

Feds Based Surveillance in Home of Man Who 
Said He’d Rather Use Kalashnikov on Church

State OKs $1.2 Million toward 3,000-Seat Facility

 BATON ROUGE - Sen. Bodi White 
(R-Central) has been rising through 
the ranks of the Louisiana Leg-
islature, first as a member of the 
House, then the Senate, and now 
as chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee, which has consider-
able control over the state budget 
and the capital outlay program.
 Now in the last two years of his 
final term in the Senate, he plans 

to leave a legacy for his hometown 
of Central.  As a result, $111 mil-
lion is currently in the state budget 
or the capital outlay program that 
would directly benefit Central or 
the immediate area.  Roughly $95 
million of that is for badly-needed 
and long-overdue roads and drain-
age projects.  The largest chunk of 
the remainder is for a new project 
that has so far received very little 
attention.
 Sen. White calls it the Cen-
tral Community School System 
Multi User Activity Center. It is 
a $12 million project intended to 
preserve and promote Central’s 

Central Could Get
Assembly Center for
Multi-Purpose Use

was in poor health and recovering 
from major surgery.  According to 
Mrs. Spell who is now deceased, 

See STRANGE on Page 8

SCOTT SHERWIN in his home on Hooper Road watching spy cameras set up by the FBI around Life Tabernacle Church.

SCOTT SHERWIN told a French news crew he’d like to deal with the people of Life Tabernacle with a Kalashnikov rifle.

WEST-CAL ARENA in Sulphur is a model for the proposed Central Multi Use Center See $12 MILLION on Page 4

churches to close.  
At the same time, 
he kept the big 
box stores, liquor 
stores, and abor-
tion clinics open.
 Gov. Edwards 
ran into imme-
diate opposition 
from Pastor Tony 
Spell of Life Tab-
ernacle in Central 
who continued 
holding church services. Edwards 
ordered the public not to attend Life 
Tabernacle and sent the Command-
er of State Police, the State Fire 
Marshal, and the Sheriff to threat-
en the pastor.  Soon afterwards, 
the pastor was arrested, then fitted 
with an ankle monitor and placed 
under house arrest.   
 Much happened over the next 
26 months, but the pastor never 
flinched or missed a service.  Then 
on Friday the 13th of May 2022, 
the Louisiana Supreme Court ruled 
that everything the Governor did to 
Pastor Spell was illegal and uncon-
stitutional.  That landmark case, 
State of Louisiana v. Pastor Tony 
Spell  turned the world upside down 
and made state and national history.
 So now what? In a sense, the le-
gal side of the pandemic is only now

Gov. Edwards

Check Your Legislators’

Voting Record
See Pages 14-15

Check Your Legislators’

Voting Record
See Pages 14-15
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Federal Suit Is Ready to Move Forward
A Lost Video Adds 
More Fuel to the Fire 
As It Brings to Light
What Was Going on

ruled by a vote of 5-2 that the emer-
gency orders of Gov. John Bel Ed- See INTERVEW on Page 7

Continued from Page 1
beginning to unfold.
 When the pandemic was still 
going on, the courts were either 
closed or moving at a snail’s pace. 
Also, judges were reluctant to 
deal with the underlying consti-
tutional issues raised by the pan-
demic.  They certainly knew the 
governor’s orders violated the U.S. 
Constitution and Louisiana Consti-
tution.  But the pressure was great 

— even on judges — to conform 
and pretend that the governor had 
the power to do the things he said 
he had the power to do.  
 Two years ago, Pastor Tony 
Spell filed a suit in federal district 
court claiming deprivation of fed-
eral civil rights, especially the First 
Amendment.  He also filed a suit 
in state district court claiming de-
privation of civil rights under the 
Louisiana Constitution. The gover-
nor moved to join those two suits 
in federal court, which Pastor Spell 
agreed to.  
 Now that the Louisiana Supreme 
Court has settled the primary legal 
issue in the case and determined 
that the pastor’s constitutional 
rights were in fact violated, those 
suits are in a very favorable posi-
tion to move forward.
 However, much more is also go-
ing on. Pastor Spell’s attorneys are 
going over countless media reports 
that libeled the pastor or members 
of his congregation.  A number of 
libel suits against national, state, or 
local media outlets could be com-
ing forward. Now there is some-
thing rather unexpected.
 During the height of the me-
dia frenzy attacking Pastor Spell 
in March and April 2020, a large 
number of foreign journalists came 
to Baton Rouge to cover what was 
happening at Life Tabernacle.
 Some came to report. Most 
came to ridicule and attack.  Some 
sent Pastor Spell a copy of their 
TV reports, magazine or newspa-
per articles, or online coverage.
 Since the Supreme Court deci-
sion, he has been going through 
that media coverage.  One thing in 
particular caught his eye — some-
thing he didn’t see at the time.  It 
is a two-year-old video.  In April 
2020, a French television crew 
came to Baton Rouge to produce 
a documentary on the pandemic.  
They did a segment on Life Taber-
nacle.  Until recently no one at the 
church had watched it, because it 
was in French.
 Two weeks ago, Pastor Spell 
turned the video over to the Central 
City News to analyze, and what we 
found was a blockbuster of a story!
 The French TV crew made 
friends with Scott Sherwin, a bit-
ter opponent of Life Tabernacle 
who lives across the street from 
the church. He agreed to be inter-
viewed for the TV special.  What 
he told the French TV crew was 
truly shocking, and it answered a 
lot of questions that had built up 
over the past two years.
 The interviews for the program 
were done in English.  Then the 
English language interviews were 
used with voice overs by the French 
speaking announcer.  The Central 
City News was able to translate the 
entire segment back into English.  
A translation of the program’s cov-
erage of Scott Sherwin is found on 
Pages 10-11 of this edition  of the 
Central City News.
 Throughout the pandemic, but 
especially during the first half of 
2020, Pastor Tony Spell and Sister 
Shaye Spell often complained that 
they were being subjected to in-
tense surveillance.  They said they 
had undercover federal, state, and 
local police units watching them 
around the clock.  They knew they 
were being photographed, and they 
strongly believed they were being 
videoed at all times. They also said 
they had reason to believe that their 
phone calls were being monitored.
 Pastor Spell said he had no 
doubt the federal government was 

Former Alabama Chief Justice Roy Moore, lead counsel for Rev. Tony Spell, was in 
Central Wednesday preparing litigation in Pastor Spell’s case.  Rev. Spell will be hosting 
a nationwide youth conference June 29 to July 3 at Revolution Square in Central.
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State Capitol on Memorial Day

Thousands of Flags at the
State Capitol — One for 
every Louisianian who died 
fighting for our country.
Click QR Code
Video by
Woody Jenkins
Central City News

 BATON ROUGE — I walked out of 
the State Capitol about 5 p.m. on 
June 3. Both the House and Sen-
ate were busy inside debating bills.  
Normally at that time, employees 
would be leaving the Capitol, and 
cars would be noisily pulling out 
of the parking lot.  
 But outside, I was completely 

alone. It was so calm and eerily 
quiet.  I looked out from the steps 
of the Capitol toward the garden 
and there were thousands and 
thousands of flags — one for each 
of the Louisianians who died for 
our country from the Revolution-
ary War until now!  
 I walked up to the flags and the 

wind blew. All I could hear were 
the birds singing and the wind rus-
tling through the flags.  It was a 
rare moment, a moment to reflect.  
All those young men…think of 
what they did for us.
 — Woody Jenkins, editor, Cen-
tral City News

A Reflection on Memorial Day and All Those Flags at the Capitol
The Louisiana State Capitol on June 3, 2022 Each flag represents a fallen Louisiana service member.  Blue Star Mothers of Louisiana
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rich rural heritage.  Modeled after 
the popular West-Cal Arena and 
Events Center in Sulphur, the facil-
ity would provide a home for ev-
erything from rodeos and livestock 
shows to meetings, conferences, 
and conventions.
 Since Sen. White is term-limit-
ed, he plans to make this his “last 
big thing” in politics and leave a 
legacy for Central.
 The Central Community School 
System Multi Use Activity Center 
was funded during the recent leg-
islative session by cash and com-
mitments totalling $12 million.  
This includes $1.2 million in the 
coming year, $1 million in direct 
appropriations, and the remaining 
$9.8 million in Year 5 of the capital 
outlay program.  Sen. White envi-
sions the first $1.2 million will be 
used for planning and site acquisi-
tion.
 The West-Cal Arena and Events 
Center includes 135,000 square 
feet of covered open-air space with 
seating for 1,800. This includes 
30,000 square feet in the main arena 
and 40,000 square feet of holding 
and stock pens.  It has many other 
amenities including 75 RV slots.
 Closer to home, Port Allen has a 
somewhat similar facility, the Lou-
is Mouch, Jr., Multi-Purpose Facil-
ity.  It includes a 65,000 square foot 
main covered arena with stadium 
style seating; a 12,500 square foot 
covered livestock barn; a 5,200 
square foot uncovered warm up 
area; a 12,000 square foot covered 
horse barn, an RV park and other 
amenities.
 Central Mayor David Barrow is 
excited about the project and sees 
it as important to improving life in 
Central.  The City of Central has 
long had a policy of preserving the 
northern part of the city for more 
rural and agricultural type activi-
ties, and this facility fits that plan.
 The Multiple Use Activity Cen-
ter will be governed by the Central 
Community School System. Cen-
tral schools Supt. Jason Fountain 
said he sees tremendous potential 
for the project.  Now that it has 
been approved, he will be work-
ing with Sen. White and the school 
board to further develop the con-
cept.
 Central School Board member 
Kim Powers, who serves on the 

$12 Million Multi Use Activity Center
In Central Could Be Game Changer

tial. “We need to do that as soon 
as possible, before considering a 
location or a design,” she said.
 In working on this project, Sen. 
White said he relied heavily on 
advice from Trey Rogillio, who 
prepared a memo for the senator 
on some of the keys to making the 
facility a success. Rogillio is in-
volved with horses and has a lot of 
ideas on the topic.
 Rogillio said, “It would be dif-
ficult to overstate the importance 
and value of developing a well-de-
signed equine facility.  If the facil-
ity layout is not user friendly and 
convenient to the horsemen, they 
will not be eager to return. In my 
opinion, it would not make sense 
to develop an equine event facility 
unless 1) it was designed by a pro-
fessional who specializes in equine 
facilities and/or 2) a design profes-
sional who shows horses.”
 Rogillio said minimum require-
ments include:
 • Covered Arena with fencing, 
penning, panels, gates and chutes; 
adequate seating; concession 
stand, and restrooms
 • Covered Livestock Barn with 
access/docks, pens and gates, wa-
ter, and restrooms
 • Barn with stalls, water, wash 
racks, restrooms, and stall office
 • RV Parking Lot with electrical 
hook ups, water, SS or onsite dump 
location
 • Access with a wide entrance 
and drives for cattle trucks, horse 
trailers
 • Phase 2 should include site 
selection and master planning, 
expansion of everything, outdoor 
riding areas, and improvements to 
facilitate non-equine activities.
 Rogillio said the Port Allen fa-
cility covers about 10 acres and the 
Sulphur facility covers 12 acres.  
He thinks Central’s multi use fa-
cility should be larger and provide 
room for expansion including RV’s 
and parking.school board’s Facilities and Plan-

ning Committee, said this is the 
kind of facility that Central needs. 
“My girls and I will be so happy 
to have something like this close 
to home.  In Central, we love the 
outdoors and want to stay close 
to our rural roots.  This will help 
do that and bring recreational de-
velopment that will help keep our 
children and grandchildren in Cen-

tral,” she said.
 Ms. Powers said Sen. White 
deserves a lot of credit for secur-
ing the funding for the Multi Use 
Activity Center.  She wants the 
school board’s Facilities and Plan-
ning Committee to visit the West-
Cal Arena and Events Center in 
Sulphur and the Louis Mouch, Jr., 
Multi-Purpose Facility in Port Al-
len to better understand the poten-

Continued from Page 1

WEST-CAL AREA could be a model for the new Central Community Multi Use Activity 
Center, which was approved during the recent legislative session.

ENTRANCE TO THE WEST-CAL EVENTS CENTER which hosts conferences, 
conventions, weddings, and a host of other activities in Sulphur.

Automotive
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SOLICITOR GENERAL LIZ MURRILL described her efforts to protect Louisian-
ians’ constitutional rights during the pandemic at the Ronald Reagan Newsmaker Lun-
cheon last week. Mrs. Murrill is the chief trial attorney for the State of Louisiana.  She has 
fought a host unconstitutional mandates from the governor and the federal government. 
She is now a candidate for Attorney General in the 2023 statewide elections.

Central Police Chief Will Have to Answer in Court

Continued from Page 1

Ph
ot

o 
by

 Jo
lic

e 
Pr

ov
os

t

 Here in the Jenkins family, we 
love to celebrate this cherished 
holiday, and honestly, we feel so 
blessed to have been born in this 
great country!  
 So many before us have shed 
blood, sweat, and tears, all helping 
to give us the freedom we enjoy 
today...  
 My love for the United States of 
America is deep, but my concern 
today is also deep...
  About 15 years ago I took up a 
hobby of reading books about the 
Founding Fathers.  I heard a pop-
ular radio personality, who also 
loves history, say “Make sure you 
read original sources!”  I took his 
advice and I have...  
 Goodness, it has been incredible 
to read about our Founders in their 
own words and in accounts writ-
ten by those who knew them!  In 
one such book about Thomas Jef-

ferson, I was struck by this as he 
warned us:
 “Experience has shown that 
even under the best forms of gov-
ernment those entrusted with pow-
er have in time, and by slow op-
erations, perverted it into tyranny; 
and... the most effectual means of 
preventing this would be to illu-
minate, as far as practical, the 
minds of the people at large...
 — Thomas Jefferson
  Today, more than 250 years 
since these warning words were 
written by Thomas Jefferson, we 
can clearly see the U. S. slipping 
into tyranny.  As then, the way to 
save our Republic is to shine a 
light on those who would under-
mine it.  In September 1789, as 
delegates came out of the Constitu-
tional Convention, a lady inquired 
of Ben Franklin, “Do we have a 
monarchy or a republic?” Franklin 
replied,  warning us, “A republic, 
madam, if you can keep it!”
  So, as we celebrate our nation’s 
birthday in just a few days, we 

must remember it is our duty to 
preserve all that has been given to 
us, especially our freedom of reli-
gion, our freedom of speech, and 
the right to bear arms. 
 Our Founding Fathers warned 
us that times such as these would 
come...  and that when it does, we 
must shine a light on tyranny...
 That is exactly what this news-
paper has always done.  It is my 
hope and prayer that this edition of 
the Central City News will serve 
notice to those who may contem-
plate violating our constitution that 
they will not succeed!  
 As Jefferson said, “If a nation 
expects to be ignorant and free, it 
expects what never was and never 
will be!”  Please help us continue 
to shine a light!
  Happy July 4th, 2022!
 Diane A. Jenkins,
 President, Community Press, LLC,  
 which publishes the Central City News 
 Juris Doctor, LSU Law School
 Former Assistant Attorney General
 Former Assistant District Attorney

4th of July: A Time to Celebrate Our Beloved America!
 Diane Jenkins
 President, Community Press, LLC

The Only Man in USA
To Have Ever Arrested
A Pastor For Holding
Worship Services
 CENTRAL — Central Police Chief 
Roger Corcoran is in a legal posi-
tion like no other law enforcement 
official in the United States or in 
American history for that matter.
 Early in the pandemic, he boldly 
went into a church to arrest a pas-
tor for the crime of holding church 
services.  No policeman in history 
has presumed to do that before.
 In fact, you may search the 
law books of Louisiana, and you 
will find no such crime as that.  It 
doesn’t exist.
 Now the Louisiana Supreme 
Court has ruled that everything that 
happened to Pastor Tony Spell and 
his congregation at Life Tabernacle 
was illegal and unconstitutional.  
At the time Chief Corcoran arrest-
ed Pastor Spell in church, he held 
a news conference bragging about 
his courageous feat and thanking 
everyone who played a role in it.
 Now the Chief must face the le-
gal consequences of his actions.
 On May 28, 2020, Rev. Tony 

Spell and members of the Life Tab-
ernacle filed an affidavit in federal 
court detailing how their federal 
civil rights were violated in this 
case. 
 Here are some of the factual al-
legations made in that affidavit by 
Pastor Spell against he Chief :
 • Cameras were installed at the 
home of the neighbor across the 
street and on Entergy poles over-
looking the pastor’s house. Chief 
Corcoran coordinated with the 
owners of the property to facilitate 
the surveillance of the pastor and 
the congregation.
 • The Chief came inside the sanc-
tuary and had an officer read Pastor 
Spell his rights and fingerprint him.  
He told the pastor he was not ar-
rested. Then shortly thereafter the 
Chief held a news conference and 
said the pastor had been arrested in 
the church.
 • The Chief publicly disparaged 
Pastor Spell and used contemptu-
ous language in the public media to 
mock the pastor’s principled stand 
for Freedom of Religion.
 • If he was not arrested, then the 
Chief made a false statement to the 
media saying that he was, in an ef-
fort to make his legal situation look 
worse than it was to the public.
 • The pastor made constant com-

plaints about the protestor in froont 
of the church using vile language 
and gestures at the ladies of the 
church, but the Chief did nothing.
 • On April 24, 2020, Pastor 
Spell was placed under house ar-
rest by Chief Corcoran and issued 
an ankle bracelet for “preaching to 
my assembly.”
 • Corcoran advised him that 
upon exit from his house he would 
be arrested.
 • The Chief and the Sheriff ad-
vised the pastor to cease holding 
church services by threat of or by 
actual arrest, supposedly to protect 
the public but while Wal-mart and 
Winn Dixie were wide open,
 • While Pastor Spell was being 
arrested, no other person in East 
Baton Rouge Parish or the entire 
state was arrested.
 • All of this harassment was in 
the context of everything else that 
the Central police and other law 
enforcement were doing to the pas-
tor and church, including the fol-
lowing:
 • Pastor Spell and his wife were 
subject to round the clock surveil-
lance by the Central police and 
other law enforcement agencies, 
many in unmarked cars so that it 
was impossible to know who they 
represented.

 • Acts of vandalism were occur-
ring against the church, and law en-
forcement did nothing.
 • The pastor’s phone was tapped 
and monitored. Every time he sent 
a text, he would get a message say-
ing “reply text.”  A man called from 
the Baton Rouge Police headquar-
ters phone number and told him his 
phone was being tapped.
 • Video cameras on utility poles 
were aimed at his bedroom, pool, 
and entrance, as well at entrances 
to the church.
 • Local elected officials includ-
ing the governor and mayor presi-
dent and the local media were 
urging people not to go to Life Tab-
ernacle Church, doing irreparable 
harm.
 • Nine members of the congre-
gation were fired from their jobs 
for attending church, and the pres-
sure from law enforcement on em-
ployers for their employees to stay 
home certainly contributed to the 
pressure to fire them.
 • Chief Corcoran made a false 
allegation that the pastor attempt-
ed to hit a protestor in front of the 
church.  The judge ordered the ar-
rest based on Corcoran’s word and 
the judge stated in open court that 
he did not even look at the video of 
the alleged assault. 
 • The assault charge was used 
to have the pastor arrested again, 
locked in an ankle bracelet, con-
fined to his home, forced to pay 
a bond of $5,100, and forbidden 
from leaving the state, even to see 
his grandchildren.
 • The DA later dismissed that 
charge.
 • All of these illegal and un-
constitutional actions by the Chief 
caused the pastor and his wife and 
the members of Life Tabernacle ir-
reparable harm— when in fact the 
pastor, his wife, and the congrega-
tion had done nothing wrong.
 That is a summary of the pas-
tor’s affidavit, which the Chief 
and his lawyers will have to de-
fend against.
 As mentioned, the Louisiana 
Supreme Court has already ruled 
and that ruling cannot be appealed.  
The ruling was that the governor’s 
stay-at-home orders and the limit 
on congregation size were illegal 
and unconstitutional.
 It should go without saying 
that law enforcement officers who 
boldly violate the clear language 
of the Constitution have com-
mitted a very serious offense and 
subjected themselves to civil and 
criminal liability.
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“A love for learning brings us together 
a desire for excellence sets us apart.”

3953 N. Flannery Rd.
225-272-8339

Non-discriminatory admissions policy

Istrouma Indians Class Reunion
Classes of 1955 and 1956 Stroll Down Memory Lane

Istrouma High Classes of ’55 and ’56 Reunion
Duke’s in Watson • April 30, 2022 

Photos and Video by Woody Jenkins

THE ISTROUMA HIGH CLASSES OF 1955 AND 1956 held their reunions recently at Duke’s in Watson.  More than 100 graduates were on hand. Everyone was in good spirits.

WALTER IMAHARA (right) substituted for class president Carroll DiBenedetto, who 
was under the weather. The next day he hosted classmates at his garden at Hemingbough.

ADVOCATE COLUMNIST SMILEY ANDERS (left) was honored with a special gift.
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leading the surveillance because of 
the types of vehicles, the expensive 
equipment being used, and the pro-
fessionalism of those invading their 
privacy.
 Amid all the controversies 
swirling around during the first 
few months of the pandemic, Pas-
tor Spell made time to prepare and 
sign a sworn affidavit documenting 
the surveillance he was aware of.
 The French TV crew’s interview 
with Scott Sherwin left no doubt 
that Pastor Spell’s fears were well 
justified in virtually all respects.  
In fact, it was even worse than the 
pastor believed.
 The interview begins with Scott 
Sherwin and his wife, Soviet-born 
Natallie Vladimurovna, sitting in 
lawn chairs in their driveway look-
ing across Hooper Road at Life Tab-
ernacle.  Sherwin says nothing about 
his past criminal problem with Life 
Tabernacle.  In 2006, Sister Doro-
thy Spell, wife of then pastor Rev. 
B.A. Spell, had to call the Sheriff’s 
office to complain about Sherwin’s 
foul mouth and threats.  She said 
she was afraid of him.  A Sheriff’s 
deputy came out and told Sherwin 
to stay off Life Tabernacle property.
 In the interview, Sherwin tells 
French television about his alleged 
fear of the Life Tabernacle congre-
gation bringing Covid germs to lo-
cal grocery markets and endanger-
ing his family.
 When asked what he would like 
done about Life Tabernacle, he says 
he’d like to get a  Kalashnikov. The 
Kalashnikov is a Soviet-made semi-
automatic rifle known in the U.S. as 
the AK-47. At that point, his wife 
interrupts him and tells him to be 
quiet.
 Sherwin goes on to say he was 
approached by “the feds” who 
wanted to set up sophisticated com-
puter-controlled cameras pointed at 
Life Tabernacle and the Spell fam-
ily.
 This was about the time Rev. 
Tony Spell began to notice two 
towers going up at Sherwin’s 
house with two expensive cameras 
mounted on them.
 About this time, the Spells noticed 
other cameras suddenly appeared 
on Entergy poles along Blackwa-
ter Road just a few feet off church 
property. One pointed at their bed-
room, another at the pool, still an-
other at their front door. Other cam-
eras targeted entrances to church. 
 In the interview with French 
TV, Scott Sherwin shows off a 
large screen TV with many cam-
era angles showing on the screen. 
The large screen TV appears to be 
tied in not only to the cameras on 
his house but to the cameras on En-
tergy poles.
 In the interview, Sherwin ex-
plains that the cameras installed by 
the feds were powerful enough to 
provide facial recognition data on 
the members of the church and also 
their license plates.
 On one occasion, Rev. Spell 
noticed a black government-type 
vehicle parked at the entrance to 
Blackwater Park. Pastor Spell ap-
proached the vehicle and tried to 
speak to the driver.  He knocked 
on the window, but the man would 
not answer.  Finally, the man rolled 
down the window, and Rev. Spell 
was surprised to see that the man 
was watching a laptop that had nu-
merous screens that appeared to 
be live video of the cameras from 
across the street and the cameras on 
the Entergy poles.

Interview Reveals More than Intended
 The screen on the laptop looked 
very similar to the large TV screen 
in Scott Sherwin’s home in the 
French video.
 If that is true, all of the data that 
was available to FBI agents and 
to other law enforcement was also 
available in real time to Scott Sher-
win, who is apparently not a com-
missioned law enforcement officer 
nor is he obligated to keep any pri-
vate information private.
 In the interview, Scott Sherwin 
said the video is checked or picked 
up once a week.  While explain-
ing it, he points to a screen with a 
Central police officer walking into 
Sherwin’s house.   So apparently, 
both the Central police and the FBI 
had access to the video and perhaps 
the facial data and license plate in-
formation.
 It was also about that time that 
members of the Life Tabernacle 
congregation reported that Central 
police officers were going through 
the church parking lot taking pho-
tos of members’ license plates.
 Entering the parking lot, which 
is church property, is very different 
from taking photos from a home 
with permission. Taking pictures 
from a home is also very different 

from setting up a surveillance sys-
tem surrounding a church.
 Collecting facial data and li-
cense plate information of church 
members raises a number of legal 
issues.  In the famous 1958 case 
of NAACP v. Alabama, the State 
of Alabama was trying to keep the 
NAACP out of Alabama. One of 
the things Alabama did was to try 
to gather the membership list of the 
NAACP, with the obvious intent of 
harrassing the members. A unani-
mous Supreme Court declared that 
unconstitutional. Yet, it appears 
that is exactly what law enforce-
ment was doing in this case — ac-
quiring a list of members. 
 It is clear that the Central police 
were working closely with Scott 
Sherwin.  They were observed and 
photographed going to his house 
for long periods of time, day and 
night, for months on end.
 Many questions remain unan-
swered.
 • Who specifically authorized 
the surveillance of Life Tabernacle?
 • Who had access to that data 
and who has it now?
 • Was that information used to 
intimidate anyone and keep them 
from exercising their constitution-

al right to attend church?
 • Was this information given to 
employers to get them to fire em-
ployees 
 • Did anyone seek a warrant 
based on probable cause?
 • If so, what was the basis for 
the warrant, since Pastor Spell and 
the congregation were never al-
leged to have committed any fed-
eral crimes?
 The interview of Scott Sherwin 
by French TV went unnoticed for 
the past two years.  It’s revelation 
now opens a new chapter in the 
story of the deprivation of civil 
rights of Pastor Spell and his con-
gregation.
 Everything done to Rev. Spell 
and the congregation has to be 
viewed in the context of the Su-
preme Court decision that they did 
nothing wrong. They were simply-
exercising their First Amendment 
rights under the constitution. It 
was the governor and some law en-
forcement who were the lawbreak-
ers.  The Louisiana Supreme Court 
has already ruled that everything 
done to Pastor Spell and the church 
by the governor’s orders was ille-
gal and unconstitutional.  
 So this story is far from over.

Continued from Page 2
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The Strange Story of the Neighbors 
Across Hooper from Life Tabernacle
Sherwin Has History
Of Shouting Curses,
Grabbing Crotch,
Flipping Off Ladies 
Of Central Church

FBI Chose Unusual Person to Trust with Agency Cameras, Confidential Data

2006
CRIMINAL 

COMPLAINT
by church

against 
Sherwin

SCOTT SHERWIN AND NATALLIA VLADIMUROVNA watch Life Tabernacle 
from their driveway as FBI cameras record every movement of the congregation.

SHERWIN curses and makes obscene 
gestures to churchgoers in front of police.

Protestor Trey Bennett, Scott Sherwin, and 
Central Police officer confer.

PROUDLY WAVING — Natallia Vladimurovna was born in the Soviet Union and spent 
early adulthood in Belarus after it broke away from the Soviet Union.  Belarus is the most 
repressive dictatorship in Europe, even more so than Russia.  Nevertheless, Sherwin and 
Vladimurovna proudly display the Belarus flag over the house.

Flag of Belarus, Russian Ally and Dictatorship

Flag of Belarus flies over Sherwin home.

Belarus is a European  
country of 
 • 9 million people 
 • No free elections 
 • No recognition of hu-
man rights
 • One-man dictatorship
• Poverty

he came complaining about the 
church’s lights. She said Sherwin 
cursed and threatened her.  She was 
so upset and afraid that she filed a 
criminal complaint against Sher-
win with the East Baton Rouge 
Parish Sheriff’s office.  A sheriff’s 
deputy came out and warned Sher-
win to stay off church property and 
never to bother the Spells again.

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

Continued from Page 1

 If Sherwin 
had a grudge 
against Life 
Tabernacle, he 
certainly got his 
chance for pay-
back during the 

pandemic in 2020.  Sherwin made 
known his opposition to Rev. Tony 
Spell’s decision to continue hold-
ing church services.  Not long af-
terwards, he was contacted by the 
FBI. According to an interview 
Sherwin did with French televi-
sion, the FBI asked him to allow 
the use of his property to set up a 
surveillance system over Life Tab-
ernacle.
 In the video, Sherwin said the 
cameras collected the facial data 
of everyone attending church and 
their license plate numbers.
 As the surveillance of Life Tab-
ernacle began, Sherwin gained the 
attention of church members as he 
stood in his driveway shouting ob-
scenities at those arriving and de-
parting from church.  
 Soon the congregation was re-
porting that Sherwin would also 
stand in his driveway grabbing his 
crotch and making vulgar hand 
gestures.  He seemed to relish his 
vile performance for unaccompa-
nied women. Rev. Tony Spell said 
some of the women in the congre-
gation were so disturbed at Sher-
win’s vulgarity that they never 
came back to the church.
 Church members witnessed 
Sherwin grabbing his crotch and 
flipping off members hundreds of 
times.  Sherwin often did that in 
full view of his wife and in some 
instances while standing next to 
Central Police officers.
 Rev. Tony Spell’s wife, Sis-
ter Shaye Spell said Tuesday that 
Scott Sherwin continues his vulgar 
gestures toward her even today. 
“Every time he sees me, he grabs 
his crotch and raises his middle 
finger at me.  It’s very disturbing.”
 Rev. Spell said he and church 
members called the Sheriff’s of-
fice during the pandemic to report 
Sherwin’s behavior.  The pastor 
also called about other offenses 
against the congregation, such as a 

gunshot through a window in one 
of the buses.  When  he spoke to 
Sheriff Sid Gautreaux, the sheriff 
said he wasn’t going to do any-
thing.  “Pastor, I came out and told 
you when this started not to have 
church. Cease and desist! No, I 
can’t send anyone out there,” Pas-
tor Spell reported him saying.  
 So the people upholding the 
First Amendment were denied or-
dinary law enforcement protection 
by the Sheriff.
 In his interview with French 
television, Scott Sherwin was 
asked what he would like to see 
done about Life Tabernacle.  He 
was quick to say he’d like to take 
care of the problem with a Kalash-
nikov, which is a semi-automatic 
weapon generally known in the 
United States as an AK-47.
 Sherwin’s wife, Natallia Vla-
dimurovna, worriedly interrupted 
him, saying, “Stop, Scott!  Be quiet!”  
 However, while Natallia might 
see the danger in making such an 
unhinged statement, Scott himself 
seems to live on the edge, always 
pushing the envelope with his vul-
gar cursing of churchgoers and his 
persistent use of obscene gestures.
 Exactly how the FBI came to 
entrust Scott Sherwin with keep-
ing extremely expensive and so-
phisticated spy equipment and 
having access to so much personal 
data about Life Tabernacle Church 
members is as yet unknown.
 In the first half of 2020, Scott 
Sherwin worked closely with the 
FBI, Sheriff’s office, and the Cen-
tral Police Department, and even 
the protestor, Trey Bennett.  
 Both Sherwin and Bennett were 
constantly harassing church mem-
bers, almost as though they hoped 
to incite them to violence.
 Natallia Vladimurovna is a na-
tive of Belarus, which was part 
of the Soviet Union. She grew up 
under communism. Then in the 
1990’s, Belarus declared its inde-
pendence from Russia.  However,  
Belarus never went through the re-
forms experienced in most of the 
former Soviet Union.  It retains 
most of the authoritarian charac-
teristics it had under communism 
— no free elections, one-man dic-
tatorship, state-run economy, lack 
of economic opportunities, and no 
human rights.
 While people who live in Belar-
us may be forced to display their 
loyalty in order to survive, there 
are probably few people outside 
Belarus who celebrate that coun-
try. However, Scott Sherwin and 
Natallia Vladimurovna show their 
loyalty quite often by flying the 
flag of Belarus over their house.
 Belarus is a strong ally of Rus-
sia and the only nation aligned with 
Russia in its war against Ukraine.
 Since Natallia came to the U.S., 
she has worked in a variety of 
jobs, mostly at the Belle of Baton 
Rouge.  Her resumé online shows 
no employment in the United 
States prior to 2015. She studied 
at Belarus State Economics Uni-
versity in Minsk. She is listed as 
registered agent for Engin Energy 
Services, LLC. Scott Sherwin is a 
mechanical engineer.
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After JBE Said, ‘Don’t Attend That Church,’
FBI, Sheriff, Central Police Descended on
Pastor, Members with 24-Hour Surveillance

Law Enforcement Used Fear, Intimidation to Keep People from 1st Amendment Rights

AN UNIDENTIFIED MAN takes photos of Life Tabernacle 
from Blackwater Conservation Park across the street.

SHERIFF’S VEHICLES had almost continuous presence at  
Blackwater Park monitoring Life Tabernacle for many days.

SISTER SHAYE SPELL took photos of this black vehicle fol-
lowing her when she left the church parking lot.

CENTRAL POLICE UNITS often set up daily at the home of 
Scott Sherwin and watched the people of Life Tabernacle.

UNMARKED UNITS stationed them-
selves along Hooper Road and watched.

CENTRAL POLICE CAR hiding in 
Blackwater Park monitoring the church,

UNIDENTIFIED VEHICLES parked for hours across the street from Life Tabernacle Church.

FEDERAL AGENT sat for hours at Blackwater 
Park. He refused to respond to Rev. Spell.  He was 
watching a laptop showing all 8 surveillance cameras

UNMARKED UNITS stationed them-
selves along Hooper Road and watched.

ANOTHER UNDERCOVER UNIT monitored 
Life Tabernacle from Hooper Road for hours as the 
agent sat in the driver’s seat.

THIS DEPUTY FOLLOWED SISTER SPELL for an hour but 
finally had to stop for gas.  She was able to stop and get this photo.  
We have covered his face and license plate number.

In response to Gov. John Bel Edwards’ 
demand that Life Tabernacle close its 
doors, at least three law enforcement 
agencies put intense pressure on the 
church and its members with a strong 
police presence and harassment.
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French Television 
Broadcast

Interview with
Richard Scott Sherwin

Translation 
French to English

 ANNOUNCER: Scott 
would like to return to a 
normal life. Scott and his 
wife and their son have lived 
in this house for 20 years 
right in front of Pastor Spell’s 
church.

 SCOTT SHERWIN: “You 
know when these people 
leave this church, they’ll wind 
up going to the supermarket 
and touching the same pro-
duce as me, my wife and my 
son. They’ll contaminate all 
the people. It just continues.”

 SCOTT SHERWIN: “You 
really want to know honestly 
what I think? If I had a 
Kalashnikov...” 
 SCOTT’S WIFE:  “Scott, 
stop! Be quiet!”
 [Editor’s Note: The Kalash-
nikov is a Russian-made semi-
automatic rifle, known in the 
United States as the AK-47.]
 SCOTT SHERWIN: “Well, I 
guess ya’ll don’t want to hear 
that.”

 ANNOUNCER: Scott may 
have found a more peaceful 
way to handle the situation. 
 SCOTT SHERWIN:  
“There was a federal agent 
and he asked me if there was 
any problem for them to put 
up cameras on part of my 
land. These cameras would 
observe and record activity 
across the street from my 
house.”

—1— —2— —3— —4—

Scott Sherwin & Natallia Vladimurovna

They had sophisticated FBI equipment.

“They’ll contaminate all the people.”

“You want to know what I think?”

“If I had a Kalashnikov...”

“I guess ya’ll don’t want to hear that.”

“The feds put up cameras on my land.”

“Cameras record activity across the street.”

Original broadcast aired 
on French TV in the 

French language
in May 2020.

Eight Cameras Spied on Church Entrances, Parking Lot, 

“Although our church broke no Federal law, the FBI catalogued the faces of many of our

The FBI installed two cameras on towers at the home of Scott Sherwin and Natallia Vladimurovna across Hooper Road from Life Tabernacle Church.  

FBI, Central Police Surveillance of Central Church
The Home of Scott Sherwin and Natallia Vladimurovna of the former Soviet Union
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Scott Sherwin

 ANNOUNCER: Sort of 
keeping an eye on all activity 
at the church.
 SCOTT SHERWIN:  “They 
added this computer-operat-
ed camera you see here. Not 
only recording everyone go-
ing in and out of the church 
but also their facial images 
and their license numbers.”

 ANNOUNCER: Every 
week, Scott shows what the 
cameras picked up to the 
officers so they can pick out 
any evidence admissible in 
court.

 SCOTT SHERWIN: “We 
have a protestor here.  And 
a member of the church in 
his car here. He’s parked 
along the road to intimidate 
the protestor as though he’s 
about to run him over.” 

 SCOTT SHERWIN: And 
here’s the [Central] police-
man picking up the video 
from the camera.

 SCOTT SHERWIN: “Every-
day there’s something going 
on with this church. I don’t 
know what to do anymore.

—6——5— —7—

—8—

—9—

“Not only recording everyone going in”

“Also facial images and license numbers”

The feds computer-operated camera

Every week officers pick up evidence.

“We have a protestor here.”

Central police picking up video

“Everyday there’s something...”

“...going on with this church.”

“I don’t know what to do anymore.”

To Watch 
Interview, 
Click QR 

Code App

Was Based in Private Home Across from Church
Often Flies the Flag of Belarus, a Totalitarian Country in Europe Allied with Russia

Pastor’s Home, Even His Bedroom and Swimming Pool

It mounted six other cameras on Entergy towers on Blackwater.  All the cameras tied into an FBI computer of the Sherwin home 
where facial recognition, license plate data, and video was stored.

10,000 members, and our license plates were traced. We were violated!” Sister Shaye Spell said.
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Meet the Protestor Whose Baseless Accusations Had 
Pastor Spell Arrested for Assault with Deadly Weapon

District Attorney Hillar Moore Chose to Believe This Individual

Video by a member of Life 
Tabernacle Church:  
 TREY BENNETT:  “Co-
rona is a virus.  I haven’t 
touched anyone.  You peo-
ple are evil.  Your god is a 
false god like all gods.
 FEMALE CHURCH 
MEMBER:  “In Jesus’ name.  
In Jesus’ name.  In Jesus’ 
name.     
 TREY BENNETT:  “I re-
ported them to the police.”
 FEMALE CHURCH 
MEMBER:   “In Jesus’ name.  
In Jesus’ name.  In the name 
of Jesus right now God.
 TREY BENNETT:  “You 
disparaged the handicapped, 
you b----!”  
 “This isn’t illegal.”  
 “Go f--- yourself.”
 FEMALE CHURCH 
MEMBER:   “Ain’t karma 
something!”
 TREY BENNETT:  
[Shouting] “Evil!”
 “I’m reporting you on my 
blog.”
 “Science is magic that’s 
real!”
 “You believe in magic.  
That doesn’t exist, you stu-
pid f---!”
 “Your people burned 
innocent lesbians for being 
witches. You believe in sa-
tanists.  You believe in God 
making magic!”

Scott Sherwin Used FBI Equipment to Create a Narrative Saying that 
Rev. Tony Spell Assaulted Protestor Trey Bennett with Deadly Weapon;
This Resulted in Rev. Spell’s Arrest and Restrictions for Past Two Years

For Months, Law Enforcement in Central Was Obsessed with Protecting the First Amendment Rights of This Man to Curse 
And Intimidate the Congregation While Having No Regard for First Amendment Rights of Those Trying to Attend Church

To watch video 
on Protestor, 
download QR 
Code app and 
scan QR Code

 CENTRAL — For three months in 
2020, a deeply disturbed individ-
ual named Trey Bennett stationed 
himself in front of Life Tabernacle 
and aggressively cursed the ladies 
of the church and used vulgar hand 
gestures. Police in Central were 
more concerned with protecting 

his First Amendment right to curse 
the congregation than to protect 
the congregation’s First Amend-
ment right to have church. Neigh-
bor Scott Sherwin made a video 
on FBI equipment and used that 
to get DA Hillar Moore to charge 
Rev. Tony Spell with assault with a 

deadly weapon.  That bogus charge 
was finally dismissed last week.
 One of the reasons that charge 
had to be dismissed was that it 
would have made a legal issue out 
of the surveillance system based 
at Sherwin’s home — who autho-
rized it and why it occurred.

PROTESTOR TREY BENNETT was videoed during one of his countless verbal assaults on a member of the congregation of Life 
Tabernacle Church during the pandemic in 2020.  Mr. Bennett, who suffers from mental issues, targeted God, Christianity, and the 
women of the church for vile cursing and crude, vulgar hand signs.  Instead of arresting him, Central police arrested Pastor Tony Spell.

WAS HE A VICTIM OF REV. TONY SPELL? — Protestor and anti-God advocate Trey Bennett made a false charge against Rev. 
Tony Spell of assault with a deadly weapon. The charge was based on video supplied by Scott Sherwin.  However, the video actually 
showed no crime was committed.  District Judge Fred Crifasi ordered Pastor Spell’s arrest based on the video, even though Crifasi 
admitted to Spell’s legal counsel that he never bothered to watch the video.  The false assault charge was finally dismissed last week.

THREE PHOTOS TELL THE STORY — At left, neighbor Scott Sherwin explains how FBI video equipment in his possession recorded a protestor supposedly being assaulted by 
Rev. Tony Spell.  At center, Central Police Chief Roger Corcoran in one of his many meetings with protestor Trey Bennett.  At right, Rev. Tony Spell being arrested on false charges that he 
assaulted protestor Trey Bennett with a deadly weapon.  Spell was imprisoned and then fitted with an ankle braclet.  The charges were dropped by District Attorney Hillar Moore last week.



Plant World: Almost Like Paradise for Visitors

Imahara Garden at Hemingbough
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WALTER IMAHARA, world renowned Japanese American gardener and Istrouma Class of 1955 member, hosted a class tour of his garden at Hemingbough near St. Franciscville.

WALTER IMAHARA, a world champion weightlifter, has developed a garden honoring his father at Hemingbough.  He spoke to classmates on the principles of Japanese gardening.

PLANT WORLD, tucked away on several acres at10131 Greenwell Springs Road, is a little bit of paradise.  It is owned by Gary and Marianne  Chapman.

GARY AND MARIANNE CHAPMAN suffered a robbery last week.  Please stop by and encourage them!



Voters Guide to 2022 Louisiana Legislature

 Conservative  Adjusted
Name Rating        Wrong    Rating 
         Right              Absent
Roy Daryl Adams (I) 48 12 13 3 43 
Beryl A. Amedee 100 28 0 0 100 
Tony Bacala 89 25 3 0 89 
Larry Bagley 86 19 3 6 68 
Beau Beaullieu, IV 88 23 3 2 82 
Stuart J. Bishop 85 22 4 2 78 
Ryan Bourriaque 85 22 4 2 78 
Delisha Boyd 11 3 24 1 10 
Ken Brass 15 4 23 1 14 
Chad Brown 42 11 15 2 39 
Marcus Bryant 27 6 16 6 21 
Rhonda Gaye Butler 92 23 2 3 82 
Barbara Carpenter 16 4 21 3 14 
Dewith R. Carrier 88 24 3 1 86 
Robby Carter 27 7 19 2 25 
Wilford Carter, Sr. 23 4 13 11 14 
Mack Marcel Cormier 69 16 7 5 57 
Jean Paul Coussan 96 27 1 0 96 
Kenny R. Cox 0 0 0 28 0 
Raymond J. Crews 100 28 0 0 100 
Paula Davis 85 22 4 2 78 
Daryl Deshotel 96 22 1 5 78 
Phillip R. DeVillier 96 24 1 3 86 
Mary DuBuisson 85 22 4 2 78 
Royce Duplessis 15 4 23 1 14 
Michael Echols 96 22 1 5 78 
Rick Edmonds 93 26 2 0 93 
Kathy Edmonston 100 27 0 1 96 
Julie Emerson 100 28 0 0 100 
Les Farnum 88 22 3 3 78 
Gabe Firment 96 27 1 0 96 
Bryant Fontenot 88 23 3 2 82 
Adrian Fisher 33 8 16 4 28 
Aimee Freeman 10 3 25 0 10 
Barbara Freiberg 70 19 8 1 68 
Larry Frieman 100 27 0 1 96 
Foy Gadberry 88 24 3 1 86 
Randal Gaines 21 4 15 9 14 
Ray Garofalo 96 25 1 2 89 
Brett Geymann 100 23 0 5 82 
Cedric Glover 16 3 16 9 10 
Jonathan Goudeau 86 19 3 6 68 
Kyle M. Green, Jr. 17 4 20 4 14 
Lance Harris 92 25 2 1 89 
Stephanie Hilferty 83 20 4 4 71 
Valerie Hodges 100 26 0 2 93 
Paul Hollis 94 17 1 10 60 
Dodie Horton 96 26 1 1 93 

Jason Hughes 4 1 21 6 3 
Mike Huval 86 24 4 0 86 
John R. Illg, Jr. 93 26 2 0 93 
Barry Ivey 89 25 3 0 89 
Patrick Jefferson 15 4 23 1 14 
Sam Jenkins 14 4 24 0 14 
Mike Johnson 88 23 3 2 82 
Travis C. Johnson 48 10 11 7 36 
Edmond Jordan 19 5 21 2 18 
Timothy P. Kerner 85 23 4 1 82 
Jeremy LaCombe 54 13 11 4 46 
Vanessa LaFleur 16 4 23 1 14 
Mandie Landry 16 4 23 1 14 
Ed Larvadain, III 16 4 21 3 14 
Rodney Lyons 10 3 25 0 10 
Sherman Q. Mack 92 25 2 1 89 
Tanner Magee 87 21 3 4 75 
Denise C. Marcelle 8 2 24 2 7 
Joseph Marino (I) 35 9 17 2 32 
Danny McCormick 100 27 0 1 96 
Jack McFarland 92 24 2 2 86 
Scott McKnight 84 21 4 3 75 
Wyane McMahen 86 24 4 0 86 
Blake Miguez 100 28 0 0 100 
Dustin Miller 21 4 15 9 14 
Gregory A. Miller 92 24 2 2 86 
Buddy Mincey, Jr. 88 24 3 1 86 
Pat Moore 0 0 1 27 0 
Nicholas Muscarello 92 23 2 3 82 
Richard Nelson 92 25 2 1 89 
Candace Newell 11 3 23 2 10 
Joseph Orgeron 96 27 1 0 96 
Chuck Owen 96 24 1 3 86 
Bob Owen 87 20 3 5 71 
Tammy T. Phelps 11 3 23 2 10 
Vincent J. Pierre 10 3 25 0 10 
Thomas Pressly 78 22 5 0 78 
Neil Riser 95 20 1 7 71 
Troy D. Romero 92 25 2 1 89 
Rod Schamerhorn 93 26 2 0 93 
Clay Schexnayder 92 24 2 2 86 
Laura Schelegal 89 25 3 0 89 
Alan Seabaugh 92 25 2 1 89 
Larry Selders 32 8 17 3 28 
Vinney St. Blanc 86 24 4 0 86 
Joseph A. Stagni 76 19 6 3 68 
John M. Stefanski 88 24 3 1 86 
Phillip Eric Tarver 92 23 2 3 82 
Polly Thomas 88 22 3 3 78 
Francis Thompson 74 20 7 1 71 
Christopher Turner 86 24 4 0 86 
Debbie Villio 85 23 4 1 82 
William Bill Wheat 91 21 2 5 75 
Malinda White 66 18 9 1 64 
Matthew Willard 8 2 22 4 7 
Mark Wright 90 19 2 7 68 
Jerome Zeringue  88 22 3 3 78 

Louisiana House of Representatives
Conservative Voting Index

  2022 Regular Session
Central City News

Republicans are in BOLD
To view details on how Representatives voted,

click on the QR codes

The Conservative Rating is the number of Right 
votes over total votes the legislator cast. The 
Adjusted Rating treats Absences as Wrong.

CONSERVATIVE VOTING INDEX
How Legislators Voted on Conservative Priorities 

For Details on the Issues and How They Voted, Go to centralcitynews.us

Why isn’t the Senate rated? • Because Senate Leadership did not allow most conservative legislation to come to 
the floor for a vote, any rating of the Senate would be at best meaningless and at worst misleading.
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FAIRNESS IN SPORTS 
 SB44 by Sen. Mizell FOR
Fairness in Womens Sports Act - 
Prohibits males from competing in 
female sports.  

RIGHT TO LIFE 
 SB342 by Sen. Jackson FOR 
Protect Babies if Supreme Court 
Returns Authority to States to 
Regulate or Prohibit Abortion 
 SB104 by Sen. Mizell FOR 
Telephone access in outpatient 
abortion facilities  

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
 HB953 by Rep. Seabaugh FOR 
Religious Freedom - Requires 
government to use least restrictive 
means when religious liberties are 
in question.

HEALTH FREEDOM 
 HR116 by Rep. Edmonston 
Against giving over sovereignty to 
the World Health Organization.
 HB12 by Rep. Frieman FOR 
To make it easier to terminate 
emergency declarations. 
 HB54 by Rep. Bagley FOR 
Prohibits discriminatory practices 
on the basis of vaccination status 
or immunity status 

 SB141 by Sen. Morris FOR 
Prohibits insurance companies 
from requiring a person or busi-
ness to have a certain vaccination 
status or requiring information re-
garding vaccination status. 
 HB117 by Rep. Echols FOR 
Protecting physicians right to pre-
scribe drugs for Off Label use. 
 HB47 by Rep. Edmonston FOR 
Requires that any communication 
issued to students or parents rela-
tive to immunization requirements 
include exemption information 
and an exemption form 
 HCR80 by Rep. Crews FOR 
Directs the office of public health 
to conduct a comprehensive as-
sessment of this state’s response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
 HCR3 by Rep. Bagley FOR  
Repeals administrative rules of the 
La. Department of Health adding 
COVID vaccines to the state im-
munization schedule 
 HB640 by Rep. Wright FOR 
Prohibit vaccines and vaccine-relat-
ed pharmaceuticals produced with 
aborted human fetal-derived cells 
or human embryonic-derived cells 
 HB53 by Rep. Frieman FOR 

Key Bills Used to Rate Legislators’ Voting
Constitutional Amendment pro-
tecting autonomy in making per-
sonal health care decisions. 
 HB232 by Rep. Edmonston FOR 
Prohibit requiring Covid vaccine 
information on Drivers License 
 HB427 by Rep. Amedee FOR 
Ban vaccine to minors on school 
grounds unless certain conditions 
met. 
 HB531 by Rep. Amedee FOR 
is denied entry into school because 
of immunization requireme
 HB428 by Rep. Amedee FOR 
Prohibits the State Board of Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education 
and the state Department of Educa-
tion from recommending any vac-
cine or medical procedure 
 HB1022 by Rep. Amedee FOR 
Provides for a cause of action for 
mandating, recommending, or ad-
ministering certain products 
 HB600 by Rep. Frieman FOR 
Provides for release of opt-out in-
formation to the public when state 
law requires a vaccination or im-
munization 

RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS 
 SB53 by Sen. Foil FOR 

Ronald Reagan Newsmaker Luncheon
Cafe Américain • June 15, 2022

Photos by Jolice Provost and 
Video by Kim Powers

For the Central City News

Woody Jenkins, Solicitor General Liz Murrill and Ike Jackson

Jeff Wittenbrink, attorney for Pastor Tony Spell, speaks highly of Solicitor General Liz Murrill who addressed the Republicans at the Ronald Reagan Newsmaker Luncheon.

 CENTRAL — Braden Kelly is 
an incoming freshman at Cen-
tral High School. He competed 
in the Governor’s Games at Tad 
Gormley Stadium in New Or-
leans on June 11 and 12 where 
he finished 3rd out 9 in the 800 
meters with at time of 2:20.4 
and finished 7th out of 22 in the 
400 meters with a time of 59:54. 
 Braden advanced to the re-
gional meet at Southeastern 
University in Hammond, where 
he finished in the top six in the 
800 meters with a personal best 
of 2:19.53.     
 Next, Braden will go to the 
Junior Olympics in Greens-

Incoming Frosh, Braden Kelly,  Promising CHS Athlete

Braden Kelly at a track meet at Southeastern University. 

boro, North Carolina July 30 to 
August 6. Kelly has been work-
ing hard all season preparing 
for high school track next year. 
 He also is in advanced arts 
so when he’s not training, he’s 
drawing. 
 Braden has a baby brother 
who is 5 years old who runs 
with the South Baton Rouge 
Jaguars and looks up to his big 
brother. 
 Braden is a member of the 
South Baton Rouge Jaguars 
track club. He is excited to run 
track at Central High and needs 
all the words of encouragement 
on his journey to the Junior 
Olympics.

Provides certain exceptions to the 
crime of illegal carrying of weapons 
 SB143 by Sen. Morris FOR 
Provides relative to the concealed 
carrying of firearms 
 HB43 by Rep. Frieman FOR 
Provides relative to enforcement 
of federal firearm laws 

FREEDOM
 HB376 by Rep. Huval AGAINST  
Prohibits operation of a motor ve-
hicle while using a wireless tele-
communication device  

ELECTION INTEGRITY & 
QUALITY CONTROL 

 SB144 by Sen. R. Mills FOR 
Require hand delivery of absentee 
by mail ballots 
 HB811 by Rep. Miguez FOR 
Prohibits the use of private funds 
to pay election-related expenses 
 SB350 by Sen. Cloud FOR 
Disqualify mail ballots that place 
flap inside sealed envelope. 

SUNSHINE FOR SCHOOL 
BOARDS FINANCES

 HB526 by Rep. Edmonds FOR 
Public online access to spending of 
local School Boards 
Developed by Central City News
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Owner Todd Netherland • Central Native and Licensed Arborist
Same Guy • New Numbers • FREE ESTIMATES

Owner Todd Netherland • Central Native and Licensed Arborist
Same Guy • New Numbers • FREE ESTIMATES

Todd Netherland 225-505-4341Todd Netherland 225-505-4341
Owner Todd Netherland • Central Native and Licensed Arborist

Don’t Trust Your Home and Your Family to an Unlicensed, Uninsured, Out-of-State Operator!
Owner Todd Netherland • Central Native and Licensed Arborist

Don’t Trust Your Home and Your Family to an Unlicensed, Uninsured, Out-of-State Operator!

    Fully Licensed and Insured

TODD NETHERLAND 
THE TREEMAN

    Fully Licensed and Insured

TODD NETHERLAND 
THE TREEMAN

WATCH WHAT THE 
TREEMAN DID WHEN 

THE HURRICANE 
WAS APPROACHING 
AND THIS TREE WAS 
MENACING A HOME 

AND A FENCE!

DOWNLOAD A QR 
CODE READER TO 
YOUR PHONE AND 

WATCH THIS:

Take Down 
That Tree or 
Trim That 

Tree Before It 
Takes Down 
That House!

Our Trucks 
Remove 
Debris 

Required by 
Law! You 
Don’t Get 

Stuck with 
Clean Up! 

Take Down 
That Tree or 
Trim That 

Tree Before It 
Takes Down 
That House!

Our Trucks 
Remove 
Debris 

Required by 
Law! You 
Don’t Get 

Stuck with 
Clean Up! 

WATCH WHAT THE 
TREEMAN DID WHEN 

THE HURRICANE 
WAS APPROACHING 
AND THIS TREE WAS 
MENACING A HOME 

AND A FENCE!

DOWNLOAD A QR 
CODE READER TO 
YOUR PHONE AND 

WATCH THIS:

Same Guy • New Numbers • FREE ESTIMATES
“Todd Netherland Treeman” • Established in 1969

Electrical

Parking Lot Lights, Security Lights, and Video

Simple Electric
Commercial • Residental

Over 35 Years Experience • Any Size Job

Installation of All Electrical Work

225-921-2633
Parking Lot Lights, Security Lights, and Video

Dirt Work

General Sand & Gravel Co.
Limestone, Gravel, Mason Sand, Clay, Top Soil, 

Riversilt, Crushed Concrete, Tractor Work,
Swimming Pool Demo & Fill-In

225-261-3953

Dirt Work

Automotive

North - Airline & 
Choctaw

 225-927-2311
South - Airline 
& Cloverland
 225-751-3656

Premier TIRE & AUTO  

Wheel Alignment 
Tire and Lube  

Brakes and 
Suspension
Oil Changes 225-372-2659

Locally Owned and Operated

Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Closed Sunday

12470 Hooper Rd, Baton Rouge, LA 70818

Premier TIRE & AUTO  

12470 Hooper Rd, Baton Rouge, LA 70818

Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Closed Sunday

Classifieds
$6 for first 10 words. $10 for 11 to 20 words, $15 
for 21 to 30 words. $20 for 31 to 40 words.  $25 
for one column inch classified display ad. Call 
261-5055.  Must be paid in advance. To pay by 
credit card, go to www.centralcitynews.us and 
click “Pay Now” on the left.  Then email ad copy 
to centralcitynews@hotmail.com. Or mail or hand 
deliver check and ad copy to Central City News, 
910 N. Foster, Baton Rouge 70806

CHRISTIAN LADY HOUSE 
CLEANING:

Call Norma at 261-3754.
TREASURY MANAGEMENT 

SPECIALIST
3 years equivalent customer service, 
call center or banking experience
Process ACH, RDC, Mobile deposit, 
BillPay and Online banking transac-
tions. Handle direct calls from our 
commercial business customers. Un-
derstands Bank Secrecy Act, Reg P 
and Patriot Act compliance. Must have 
strong written and verbal communica-
tion skills.  Excels at computer and 
Internet skills. Must possess the abil-
ity to effectively work with colleagues 
and on multiple projects simultane-
ously, managing time and resources to 
ensure work is completed effectively 
and within established timeframes.
Use critical/analytical thinking and 
problem-solving skills to troubleshoot 
client issues and inquiries.
EEO/AA/M/F/VETERANS/DISABLED

3 months @$50/month • 12 months @$42/month
centralcitynews@hotmail.com

City of Central Business Directory

The BEST Price In Roofing
& Sheet Metal Services

Serving Central and the 
Surrounding Area

Since 1990

COMMERCIAL & 
RESIDENTIAL

Our Top Priority Is Your 
Complete Satisfaction

(225) 262-1980
13653 Devall Rd • Central
www.blancoroofing.com
Colette@blancosroofing.com

Central City News
Our Website

Go to CentralCityNews.us 
Latest News

Go to Central City News
on Facebook 
Archives

Go to CentralCityNews.net
It’s Free!



Moon Griffon, Doug Welborn Educate
Leaders on Key Issues, Election Law

RADIO TALK SHOW HOST Moon Griffon (left) and Clerk of Court Doug Welborn share the stage at the Ronald Reagan Newsmaker Luncheon. At right is Jeff Hickerson of Doug’s office.

GREG BROWN and Brandon abadie of the Clerk of Court. Newly-elected Judge Brad Myers expressed grateful for his one-vote victory. At right, Doug and Moon.

CENTRAL SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER KIM POWERS (left) poses with Moon Griffon and Doug Welborn. 
At right, Moon Griffon listens to Phil Fetterman.

Ronald Reagan 
Newsmaker 
Luncheon 
Doug Welborn
Clerk of Court
Moon Griffon

Talk Show Host
Photos by Jolice Provost 

Video by Kim Powers

Doug Welborn Moon Griffon

Michael Hooper to Seek School Board Seat
 CENTRAL — Michael Hooper has 
announced that he is a candidate 
for the Central Community School 
Board, District 6 election in 2022.
 Hooper, 56, is a longtime resi-
dent of Central with a strong 
business and community service 
background, as well as a longtime 
involvement with the Central Com-
munity School System, having 
served on the Central Community 
School System Finance Committee 
for 10 years.  
 Hooper is the President/CEO of 

La Capitol Federal Credit Union.  
His community service includes 
serving as Chairman of the Board 
for the Better Business Bureau for 
Southeast Louisiana, past Board 
Chairman and current board mem-
ber for Istrouma Area Council Boy 
Scouts of America and Treasurer 
of Covenant Community Church.  
He also served for many years as 
a scouting leader and a Sunday 
school teacher.  
 Hooper said that his vision is for 
the youth of our community to have 

the knowledge and support needed 
to make prudent and wise deci-
sions, and to grow into productive 
and positive community members. 
He will work to ensure the Central 
Community School System helps 
to fulfill that vision and remains 
one of the top-rated school districts 
in the state of Louisiana. 
 Hooper is a CPA and holds a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Fi-
nance from LSU.
 The seat is now held by Ruby 
Foil who is not seeking reeleciton.

Michael Hooper
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Doug Welborn



#4 DJ Primeaux On third base. The Wildcat dugout during the hottest game of the season. 

Revolution National Youth Conference
5,000 Expected at Life Tabernacle June 29 to July 3

Central City News editor Woody Jenkins was there being honored as one of five graduates of the LSU Law School Class of 1972, their 50th Reunion.

LSU Law Class of 1972 Honored on 50th Anniversary

LSU LAW SCHOOL CLASS OF 1972 was honored on its 50th Anniversary. Among them were Ty Barnes (left) and Woody Jenkins (right).
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REVOLUTION NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE will be held at Revolution Square, 9323 Hooper Road.  Register at ltcbr.com

THIS IS THE 3RD ANNUAL REVOLUTION.  Last year, nearly 5,000 youth and adults attended from throughout the United States.

REVOLUTION SERVICES will be held Thursday night, June 29; and morning and evening on June 30 and July 1. Registration is free.

THE LAKE at Revolution Square is a sight to behold.  It is a clear, spring-fed lake.  Many baptisms will be held in the late during Revolution.



Mayor Barrow on Projects for Central
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ELECTION • TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8

 CENTRAL — In the 2022 regular 
session of the Louisiana Legisla-
ture, thanks to the leading efforts of 
Senator Bodi White, the legislature 
approved over $75 million worth of 
projects for Central and with other 
parish projects in our area, the total 
goes up to over $111 million.  The 
projects are as follows:
 Roadwork. Hooper Road exten-
sion Planning and Widening (Sullivan 
Road to Greenwell Springs Road) — 
$8,398,500.  This funding is for the 
necessary planning to widen Hooper 
Road to four lanes between Sullivan 
Road and Greenwell Springs Road.   
Actual construction funding is to be 
at a later date.
 LA 3034 (Wax Road) Spur —  $6 
million.  This funding is to continue 
Wax Road from the dead-end in Cen-
tral Square to Hooper Road just east 
of Shoe Creek Drive.  This project 
has been on the city’s Master Trans-
portation Plan and will serve as a by-
pass road for Sullivan Road.
 Sullivan Road widening — 
$15,610,300.  This funding secures 
the necessary costs for the actual road 
widening project between Wax Road 
and Hooper Road, including intersec-
tion work at Sullivan and Hooper.  

DOTD has this project on the No-
vember 2022 letting schedule.
 LA408 (Hooper Road widening 
and sewer improvements – Black-
water Road to Sullivan Road) — 
$29,765,000.  This funding will be 
combined with MovEBR parish 
funding to widen Hooper Road to 
four lanes and install new sewer lines.  
The MovEBR program currently has 
this project set for bids in late 2023/
early 2024.
 Parks. BREC Hooper Road Sports 
Park — $186,389.  This funding will 
allow additional improvements to 
the park at Hooper Road and Lovett 
Road.  Recently all fields were turfed.
 Central Community School Sys-
tem Autism Park — $500,000.  This 
new park will be for special-needs 
persons and will be located on the 

CCSS grounds.
 Old Greenwell Springs Park 
Springs Restoration — $25,000.  
This funding is to help restore the 
springs on the old Hospital property 
on Greenwell Springs Road north of 
Hooper Road.
 Central Police Department Equip-
ment/Vehicles — $500,000.  This 
funding will go towards the purchase 
of new vehicles and equipment for 
the CPD.
 Buildings/Construction. City 
of Central Administration Building 
— $16,943.  This funding will go 
towards the planning and construc-
tion of a new City Hall building.  Ad-
ditional funds may be appropriated 
next session.
 Central Community School Sys-
tem Sports Complex — $700,000.  

Mayor Comments on
Sen. White Bringing
$111 Million Worth of
Projects to Central
 David Barrow
 Mayor, City of Central

This funding will go towards ad-
ditional improvements to the new 
CCSS Sports Complex at the corner 
of Sullivan Road and Hooper Road.
 Central Athletic Foundation — 
$1.1 million.  This funding will be 
used towards athletic facility im-
provements at Central High School 
as well as the CCSS Sports Park if 
appropriate uses are determined.  
 Pride Fire Department Indian 
Mound station — $820,000.  This 
funding will help replace the fire 
station in the front of Indian Mound 
subdivision with a new station.
 Central Community School Sys-
tem Multi-Use Activity Center — 
$12 million.   This new center will in-
clude a covered arena/event complex 
that can seat up to 3,000 persons.
 Central Chamber of Commerce. 
Central Chamber of Commerce — 
$50,000.  This funding will be used 
at the Chamber’s discretion for eco-
nomic development purposes in the 
city.
 EBR Parish Flood Control Proj-
ects. East Baton Rouge Parish Flood 
Control Project — $34,951,787.  This 
funding will help serve as a match 
on improvements to Beaver Bayou, 
Blackwater Bayou, Wards Creek, 
Jones Creek, and Bayou Fountain.
 EBR Sheriff’s Office. The East 
Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’s Office/
Drug Task Force/Human Trafficking 
— $1 million.  This funding will go 
towards fighting the drug/narcotics 
and human trafficking problems in 
East Baton Rouge Parish, including 
Central.
 Mayor David Barrow
 13421 Hooper Rd, Ste. 8
 Central, LA  70818
 225-246-2306 (office)

Sen. Bodi White (R-Central) Central Mayor David Barrow
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