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Bodi Proposes Central Leave BREC
Central, Zachary,
St. George Would
Have Own Parks

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

 CENTRAL — Sen. Bodi White 
(R-Central) has introduced legisla-
tion to allow the City of Central to 
have its own recreation and parks 
system. Taxes currently collected 
by BREC, the Baton Rouge Rec-

 CENTRAL — Anyone who drove 
up Greenwell Springs Road in the 
1950’s or 1960’s will remember 
the beauty of that ancient road — a 
quiet, narrow country lane covered 
with a canopy of live oaks and oth-
er trees.  In those days, it would be 
easy to visualize the cattle drives, 
stage coaches, and buckboard 
wagons that travelled it from the 
mid-1850’s to the 1920’s.
 Today, Greenwell Springs Road 
has been widened in many places 
and many of the trees have been 
cut down. Businesses line parts of 
the road, and fast cars and gravel 
trucks rush across Central to get to 
Baton Rouge or Livingston Parish.
 Early maps of Baton Rouge 

See OLD GREENWELL on Page 12
OLD GREENWELL SPRINGS ROAD — When Greenwell Springs Road near Indian Mound was straightened decades ago, the 
curved part of the road that was bypassed was cut off from most traffic.  Now called Old Greenwell Springs Road, it looks much as it 
did in the 1950’s.  It is one of several “forgotten roads” of the City of Central. 

Forgotten Roads of Central
Once Heavily Traveled, They Are Like Time Capsules

Bits and Pieces of
Another World Lie
Hidden Away from
Hustle and Bustle

CELEBRITIES THREW OUT first balls at BREC’s Lovett Road Sports Park in 2014. 
Shown are BREC director Carolyn McKnight, Sen. Bodi White, and Mayor Mac Watts.

Gene Lato Has 
Been Cutting Hair 
at Central Barber 
Shop Since 1961. 
Here Are His
Reflections.
See Page 9
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Powerful Backer
Gives New Life to 
Bridge Connecting
Central, Watson
 CENTRAL — A bridge across the 
Amite River linking Hooper Road 
in Central to the Watson commu-
nity in Livingston Parish has been 
a dream of both communities for 
at least 70 years. In fact, leaders of 
Central and Watson met with Gov. 
Robert  Kennon in the early 1950’s 
to propose the project.
 Since then, Central leaders have 
often voiced support for the new 
bridge.  Seven years ago, a study 
by BRAC listed the new Amite 
River Bridge at Hooper Road as 
the most needed road project in 
the parish.  Yet, the powers that be 
at the state and parish level have 
never seen it as a priority.
 Now the project has a power-
ful backer.  He’s not a new backer. 
He’s been a backer for a long time, 
but this year is different. Sen. Bodi 
White (R-Central) is now one of 
the most powerful legislators at 
the State Capitol. White has pub-

reation and 
Parks Com-
m i s s i o n , 
would go to 
the new park 
system for use 
exclusively in 
Central.  Ac-
cording to 
BREC, Cen-
tral taxpayers 
currently pay 
BREC $2.5 
million a year 
in taxes.

 Sen. White’s bill, SB 205, has 
been referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Local and Municipal 
Affairs. The purpose of the Cen-
tral Recreation District would be: 
“planning, developing, and oper-

BREC: Autonomous  State Agency
 BATON ROUGE — Many people 
believe BREC, or the Baton Rouge 
Recreation and Parks Commis-
sion, is a unit of local government.
 Oddly enough, it is not.  BREC 
was created in 1948 by an act of 
the Louisiana Legislature.  It was 
and is an autonomous state agency. 
Its decisions are not subject to re-
view or disapproval by the gover-

nor or the legislature.  
 BREC levies taxes subject to 
voter approval and can call tax 
elections on its own authority. The 
commission has nine members. 
They are the Mayor-President, a 
representative of the school board, 
a member of the planning commis-
sion, and six members appointed 
by the Metro Council.
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See CENTRAL on Page 15 See NO. 1 on Page 15

Sen. Bodi White
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WATCH YOUR MONEY
with IAN JAMES

Real Life Experiences
of How Others Have

Planned their Retirements 
and Been Rewarded

30 minute interview
hosted by Woody Jenkins

Watch at the following times
on Central City News 

on Facebook:

Securities offered through 
International Assets Ad-
visory, LLC – Member 
FINRA/SIPC Advisory 
services may be offered 
through International 
Assets Investment Man-
agement, LLC or Global 
Assets Advisory, LLC



Quickly and Easily Refill RX Online
Download Our New Improved 

Phone App iPhone and Android
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Rep. Valarie Hodges Seeks More Time for
Dredging, Clearing, Snagging of Comite

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

Central Legislators
Push Suspension of 
Scenic Rivers Act 
For Five More Years

 CENTRAL — Two Central legis-
lators have introduced legislation 
to  allow dredging of the Comite 

THE COMITE DIVERSION CANAL was approved more than 30 years ago. How-
ever, it remains incomplete. Studies show it could reduce some flooding in the western 
part of Central. No plan has been approved to reduce flooding of the Amite River, which  
has a greater impact on the eastern side of Central.

more than 50 years.  
 Years ago, the Comite was des-
ignated a Scenic River, which has 
prevented dredging without diffi-
cult-to-obtain permits.  So in 2018, 
Sen. White passed state legislation 
to remove the Comite from those 
requirements of the Scenic Rivers 
Act for three years.  Unfortunately, 
the dredging has not been done in 
that period.
 Rep. Hodges says funding is 
now available to dredge the Com-
ite, and she is proposing at the 
current legislative session an ad-
ditional five years in order to al-
low “channelization, clearing and 
snagging, channel realignment, 
reservoir construction, or dredging 
operations for drainage purposes.”
 Flooding in what is now the 
City of Central has been a problem 
from time immemorial. The city is 
a relatively low-lying area located 
between two rivers — the Comite 
River on the west and the much 
larger Amite River on the east.
 Major flood events in every gen-
eration or so have caused flooding 
to be a major issue, both economi-
cally and politically.
 A major flood in 1983 was the 
catalyst for passage in the late 
1980’s of the Amite River Basin 
Commission and the approval of 
a plan to build the Comite Diver-
sion Canal. The canal would divert 
water in the Comite north of Baker 

See ALLOW on Page 15

River without a 
permit through 
August 1, 2026. 
The current au-
thority for dred-
ging without a 
permit expires 
Aug. 1, 2021.  
Rep. Valarie 
Hodges is the 
lead author of 
HB 544. Sen. 
Bodi White will 
be handling the

bill in the State Senate.
 The bill is scheduled to be heard 
at 9 a.m. Thursday, April 22, in the 
House Committee on Natural Re-
sources and Environment. 
 Three years ago, Sen. Bodi 
White explained the need to dredge 
the Comite in order to clear ob-
stacles, improve flow, and reduce 
flooding.  The river has not been 
dredged to remove obstructions in 

THE COMITE RIVER AT FLOOD STAGE is a powerful force that has a history of 
ravaging low-lying areas of Central.  Farther east is the Amite River, which carries far 
more water at flood stage.  Neither river has been dredged in more than 50 years.

Rep. Valarie Hodges
promotes dredging
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Central Fire District Seeks Tax Renewal
Two	Tax	Renewals	on	Ballot	on	Saturday,	April	24

 CENTRAL — The Central Fire 
District issued the following state-
ment on two tax renewals on the 
ballot this Saturday, April 24:
 “Central Fire Protection Dis-
trict #4 respectfully asks for your 
consideration and support of the 
two renewals on the April 24 bal-
lot.  These two renewals account 
for approximately one-third of 
the budget of the Central Fire De-
partment and are vital to the over-
all operations of the district.  The 
$32 service charge accounts for 
about $400,000 annually, while 
the 5-mil tax for salaries and capi-
tal improvements generates about 
$993,000 annually.  With the pro-
jected low turnout for election day, 
it is vital that we have your sup-
port!”
 “In the years since our last tax 
renewals, the Central Fire Protec-
tion District has made significant 
improvements.  From five strate-
gically-located fire stations, the 
men and women of the Central 
Fire Department have continued 
to provide exceptional service to 
the community, responding to over 
3,000 incidents a year.  Through 
the continued support of the com-
munity, the district has been able 
to continually increase staffing 
levels, now employing 40 full-time 
personnel and 10 part-time per-
sonnel.  Our personnel are among 

BACK IN TIME — In September 2008, Central Mayor Mac Watts and Fire Chief Bill Porche met with leaders of the Central Fire 
Department to map out plans on how Central would respond to Hurricane Gustav, which was bearing down on Louisiana.

Fire District Reasons
For Seeking Renewal
Of Property Taxes for
Salaries, Equipment

Central School Board Could Raise
Property Taxes $750,000 on May 10
 CENTRAL — Property owners in 
Central could see their property 
tax bills go up if the Central Com-
munity School Board rolls forward 
property taxes here at its meeting 
on May 10 as proposed by board 
member Dr. Keith Holmes. The re-
sult would be a $750,000 increase 
in property taxes without a vote of 
the people.
 The Central Community School 
Board has been the only school 
board in the state that does not roll 
forward millage rates.  This has 
been thanks largely to the tight-
fisted leadership of board mem-
ber Will Easley, who served on 
the board from 2007 until Janu-
ary 2021. Easley took the position 
that any increase in property taxes 
should be approved by a vote of 
the people.
 However, now that Easley is 
no longer on the board, members 

have turned 
to the tax in-
crease as a 
new source of 
revenue. 
 Supt. Jason 
Fountain said 
these matters 
are up to the 
board but said 
he has not re-
quested the 
increase.
 B o a r d 
m e m b e r s 

have not staked out their positions 
on the proposal and are still weigh-
ing it, according to board member 
and past board president Roxanne 
Atkinson.
 Under state law, property taxes 
are reassessed by the assessor every 
four years. Tax millages are then 
rolled back, so as to create the same 

dollar volume as before. However, 
by a two-thirds’ vote, a school 
board can keep property tax rates 
the same, thereby increasing taxes.
 Dr. Holmes said the tax increase 
is needed to provide further pay 
raises to Central teachers.  They 
received a pay raise last January. 
Starting teachers received a raise 
of $3,000 to 4,000, and no teacher 
received less than $1,000, accord-
ing to Supt. Jason Fountain.
 Dr. Holmes said he believes pay 
for Central teachers is falling be-
hind that of nearby districts.
 A survey of Central teachers 
three years ago showed a high re-
tention rate with almost none leav-
ing the system because of pay.
 Asked why the school board 
should raise taxes without a vote 
of the people, Dr. Holmes said the 
state Constitution allows the board 
to make that decision.

Will Easley fought
millage roll forward
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A Primer on How to Make Straight A’s

 ROUGON — Growing up on the 
island side of rural Pointe Cou-
pee Parish in the early 1950’s, I 
was barefoot most of the time. We 
rented our modest little farmhouse 
from Mr. Pete Samson, a kindly 
Cajun farmer who spoke little Eng-
lish. The house was $20 a month. 
We were poor, I suppose, but I had 
no concept like that in my head. I 
knew we raised chickens and my 
daddy had a beautiful garden. I 
could ride Mr. Pete’s mule-drawn 
sled and every once in awhile, Mr. 
Pete would let me ride his mule!
 We lived on a gravel road, and 
it was rare for a car to pass. When 
one was coming, you could see 
its dust in the distance. If I was 
on the front porch, I would hol-
ler for Mama to come see who it 
was. Once a week, an old school 
bus came by. It had been converted 
into a mobile food store. It made 
products were more available to 
us. Also once a week, the book-
mobile came by and my mama 
and I would pick out a few books.
 I was an only child, and there 
were no other children living near 
us. I had my own cow named Su-
sie and a calf named Suzette. I fed 
them and milked Susie, but by age 
five I spent most of my time with 
my dog Blackie deep in the woods 
behind our house. There were dan-
gers there from wild cattle, wild 
boar, and giant snakes.  As far as 
I know, we were the only family 

Advice	to	Students	on	Making	Good	Grades

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

Over 12 Years and 
Six Schools, I Made
Nothing But A’s:
Here How I Did It!

LEE ROME TURNS 94 –  Friends  gathered to celebrate the 94th birthday of Lee 
Rome.  Ms. Rome has been a Central resident all her life, has witnessed many changes, 
and was a part of the founding committee to incorporate Central as a city.  Pictured are, 
back row, Jay Watson, Tomi Bartel, Harry Rauls, David Barrow, John Hooper, Wayne 
Messina, and Betsy Hooper.  Front row: Louise Rauls, Lee Rome, and Joan Lansing.

Premier TIRE	&	AUTO  

Wheel Alignment 
Tire and Lube  

Brakes and 
Suspension
Oil Changes 225-372-2659

Locally Owned and Operated

Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 7 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Closed Sunday

12470 Hooper Rd, Baton Rouge, LA 7081812470 Hooper Rd, Baton Rouge, LA 70818

Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 7 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Closed Sunday

around there that wasn’t Cajun.
 My parents gave me only one 
rule: Be home for supper. There 
were other rules too, lots of them, 
but my daddy never told me what 
they were. “Son, you’re smart 
enough to know what the rules 
are!”  He was right. Even though 
he never told me the rules, I knew 
what he expected.
 My mother and father each fin-
ished the 11th grade, the require-
ment for high school graduation in 
the 1930’s and early 1940’s. My 
daddy fought in World War II and 
was badly injured in combat. He 
was a real man and could do any-
thing. 
 TV hadn’t yet reached Baton 
Rouge, much less Rougon. At 
night, we listened to all the popular 
radio shows of the day, such as  the 
Lone Ranger, Gunsmoke, Ozzie 
and Harriett, Jack Benny, Edgar 
Bergen, Father Knows Best, Drag-
net, and the Green Hornet.  My 

mother read me Golden Books like 
Frosty the Snowman, The Little 
Red Hen, and Peter Rabbit.  I loved 
1,001 Arabian Nights.  I never had 
any interest in trying to read books 
for myself. 
 Our house was built in the 
1830’s. It had mud and straw be-
tween boards to fill the cracks. 
Generations of Cajuns had left a 
few items in closets and in the at-
tic. In one of the closets, I found 
two books that I thought were for 
grown ups. One was called Bonnie 
Prince and the other was a Histo-
ry of the United States. They in-
terested me more than the Golden 

Books and became my compan-
ions. I carried them around and en-
joyed looking at the pictures.
 In September 1952, the school 
bus for Rougon High School 
picked up my mother and me and 
carried us to the school to register 
me for the first grade. There was no 
kindergarten. I never even heard 
the word. The teacher looked at 
my birth certificate and said, “Oh 
no, Mrs. Jenkins, your son is only 
five years and nine months old — 
too young to enter first grade.”  I 
wanted to go to school and cried 
so hard that the teacher went to 
the principal to see if he would let 
me in early.  No, he said, the rules 
were the rules!
 I could hardly wait for the next 
September to roll around. In the 
summer of 1953, my mother said 
I was ready to learn to read. Plus 
it would give me a head start on 
school. She used the Golden Books 
to teach me the alphabet and how 
to sound out words. By then, she 
had read the Golden Books to me 
many times. I knew the stories by 
heart and could probably have re-
cited them word for word.
 Bonnie Prince was a lot more 
difficult, and it was very hard for 
me to sound out the letters and try 
to understand their meaning.
 For nearly three weeks, we 
worked on reading. The night be-
fore school started, I stayed up 
late and was able to read Bonnie 
Prince by myself from cover to 
cover, although there were many 

See MAKING on Page 15

MY GRANDMA AND ME –  Beatrice Rowlett and grandson Woody Jenkins, age 5, in 
Rougon in Pointe Coupee Parish. At right, the first two books I owned. Published before 
1910, they were left in the Cajun farmhouse the Jenkins family rented in 1951. I read 
Bonnie Prince the night before entering the first grade. 



6 CENTRAL CITY NEWS April 2021

Supt. Says No Early Start of School, No Plan
To Mask in Fall, No Request to Roll Forward 

The Best Price In Roofing
& Sheet Metal Services

Blanco’s Roofing
& Sheet Metal LLC

Serving Central and
the Surrounding Area

Since 1990

Our Top Priority Is Your 
Complete Satisfaction
COMMERCIAL &

RESIDENTIAL

262-1980
Fax 262-1981 • www.blancosroofing.com

marcos@blancosroofing.com
13653 Devall Road • Central, LA 70818

 CENTRAL –– In a far-reaching 
interview with the Central City 
News, Central schools Supt. Jason 
Fountain gave his views on key is-
sues facing the school system, in-
cluding:
 • While the East Baton Rouge 
Parish School System has been 
considering starting school in July, 
Central will stay on its regular 
schedule.  Faculty and staff will 
come back on Tuesday, Aug. 9, 

and students will return on Friday, 
Aug. 12.
 • As of now, the Central school 
system is making no plans for 
masking students or faculty in the 
fall.  “We hope everything will re-
turn to normal,” he said.
 • While the Central School 
Board will consider raising proper-
ty taxes without a vote of the peo-
ple at its May 10 meeting, that is 
not something he has requested. “I 
do not want to speak for the school 
board on this.  It is their decision. 
However, I have not requested it.”
 • He’s excited about the upcom-
ing renovations to Central High 
School. For all practical purposes, 
it will be a brand new school, he 
said. He plans for the new school 
to be ready for occupancy by the 
start of school in August 2022.

 • The Central school system 
had been planning to build a new 
school board office on the campus 
of the Central School Complex. 
However, they are now planning 
to build on the old Central Middle 
School property at the corner of 
Hooper and Sullivan roads.
 • The Central school system 
has been receiving an enormous 
amount of money related to the 
recovery, he said.  However, this 
money cannot be used for on-go-
ing obligations such as salaries.
 • Central schools are expected 
to receive $500,000 from SR1, 
$1.8 million from SR2, and $4.1 
million from SR3.  These funds 
will be used for a variety of projects 
including summer programs, after-
school tutoring, and heating and
air conditioning improvements.
 • All K-12 students in the Cen-
tral school system have their own 
laptops. The laptops for 6-12 stu-
dents will need to be replaced in 
two years, and recovery money 
can be used for that purpose.
 • Recovery funds have to be 
spent in accordance with a budget 
approved by the state department 
of education. That budget has to be 
to the state by the end of April.
 • More improvements are com-
ing to Wildcat Stadium, including 
a new concession stand.
 • Graduation for Central High 
School seniors is being planned for 
May 17 outside on the high school 
football field. Weather is the big-
gest variable, he said.
 • After the 2016 flood, Tangle-
wood Elementary was rebuilt into 
a brand new school, and it will be 
there for many years.  Big goal now 
is to get rid of the T-buildings and 
add 15 new classrooms. This should 
be bid out in the fall and ready 
for the 2022-2023 school year.
 • He is pleased with Central’s 
handling of virtual education, es-
pecially K-8, which was taught by 
Central teachers.
 • Dr. Fountain said he is excited 
about Central becoming a world 
class school system. It already has 
world class teachers, he said.

Hopes to Be in New
Central High School
By Early August 2022
 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

Supt. Jason Fountain
Central Community Schools



Rep. Hodges Offers Landmark Legislation
To Protect Integrity of Louisiana Elections

HB599	Pending	in	House	Governmental	Affairs	Committee
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Conservatives Are
Watching Scores of
Key Bills in Annual
Legislative Session
 BATON ROUGE –– The Louisiana 
Legislature began meeting in reg-
ular session on April 12 and will 
continue until 6 p.m. on June 10.
 As bards say, only half-joking, 
“No man’s life, liberty or property 
is secure while the legislature is in 
session.”
 Despite that axiom, a handful of 
conservative lawmakers are work-
ing to protect liberty and make 
government less onerous.  They 
have introduced a number of key 
bills this session.
 Here are some of the bills to 
watch:

ELECTION INTEGRITY
HB 599 by Rep. Valarie Hodges
 HB 599 detailed in box at right 
contains a number of provisions 
designed to prevent some of the 
abuses which occurred during the 
Nov. 3 election.
 Perhaps the most important 
would give each party the right to 
appoint a qualified commissioner 
to serve in each precinct in the state.
 Rep. Valarie Hodges, the author 
of the bill, said there is much focus 
today on voting machines, which 
is well justified. However, even 
more important are the people run-
ning the election, she said.  If they 
are corrupt, then the election can 
be stolen.
 The key to building confidence 
in the election is to have represen-
tatives of both major parties help-
ing to run the election, she said.
 The bill also prohibits un-
manned ballot boxes, which were 
the source of many problems 
around the nation.  Ballot boxes 
must be secure 100 percent of the 
time, or there can be no confidence 
in the results, she said.
 The bill would also provide that 
each party could have a Watcher at 
each early voting site in the state. 
Hodges said a very large percent-
age of voters are casting their bal-
lots early, but there is no provision 
in law for the parties to have any-
one present to observe what is go-

ing on during early voting.
RELIGIOUS ASSEMBLY
DURING EMERGENCY

HCR 5 by 
Rep. Danny McCormick

 HCR 5 suspends the authority 
of the governor to impose criminal 
penalties on any person in the state 
for holding worship services dur-
ing an emergency.
 The House passed similar leg-
islation last year but it never re-
ceived a hearing in Senate Judi-
ciary B Committee, a committee 
traditionally controlled by allies of 
the governor.
 Because this is a resolution sus-
pending a law, it is not subject to 
gubernatorial veto.
 The resolution is prospective 
only and would not affect pending 
criminal charges against Rev. Tony 
Spell for holding church last year, 
but it would apply in the future.

UNIVERSAL
CONCEALED CARRY

HB 16 by 
Rep. Danny McCormick 

& SB 118 by Sen. Jay Morris
 HB16 and SB 118 provide that 
any citizen 18 years of age or older 
who is not prohibited from pos-
sessing a weapon may carry con-
cealed without a concealed carry 
permit.  SB 118 has passed out of 
the Senate committee and is pend-
ing on the Senate floor.

VACCINATION
DISCRIMINATION
HB 349 & HB 498 by 

Rep. Kathy Edmonson
 These bills prohibit designating 
on Drivers License whether a per-
son has taken a vaccine and pro-
hibit discrimination against a per-
son based on whether he has taken 
a vaccine.

LIMIT WOMEN’S SPORTS
TO BIOLOGICAL WOMEN

HB 542 by 
Rep. Beryl Amedee

 HB 542 the Fairness in Wom-
en’s Sports Act provides that wom-
en will not have to compete against 
biological men in women’s sports 
at the high school and collegiate 
levels.  The bill cites language from 
the U.S. Supreme Court which rec-
ognizes the inherent differences 
between men and women.

Rep. Hodges Election Integrity Legislation
— Key Provisions of HB 599 —

•  Both Democratic and Republican parties may designate one 
 Commissioner for each precinct in the state
• Each party may have one Watcher at each Early Voting Site
 in state
• Each party may have two Watchers at each precinct in
 the state
• Counting of ballots shall not cease until all ballots have 
 been counted, and poll Watchers may not be required to
 vacate the premises 
• No Ballot Boxes may be left unattended outside the view of
 the Registrar of Voters or his employees
• Voting Machines shall not be capable of being connected
 to the Internet, and Voting Machines shall have a Parity Chip
 to detect if the Machine’s program has been altered
• Voting Machines shall produce a print out of the ballot,
 which shall be maintained to count separately as a check
 on the accuracy of the Machine
• Each Voting Machine shall maintain a copy of each Ballot
 inserted or scanned
• All servers shall be located in the State of Louisiana, and no 
 server shall be located in another state or foreign country

HB 599 is expected to be heard week of April 26
in House and Governmental Affairs Committee

The Louisiana Legislature is meeting in Regular Session at State Capitol.

LAWMAKERS TO WATCH — Some of the key conservative legislators at the State Capitol are Reps. Kathy Edmonson, Danny McCormick, and Valarie Hodges.
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Ronald Reagan
Newsmaker Luncheon

April 13, 2021
Video by Kim Powers

 Central City News 
Photos by Woody Jenkins 

and Jolice Provost

Police Union Leaders Speak Out Against
Anti-Police Legislation in Current Session

 BATON ROUGE — Leaders of the 
Baton Rouge Police Union and the 
association of police organizations 
statewide told Capital area Repub-
lican leaders that HB 609 by Rep. 
Edmond Jordan is a threat to law 
and order and safe communities. 

Bill Would Abolish
Qualified Immunity
But Only for Police

the local Police Union. 
 State law provides that all public 
agencies, officials, and employees 
have “qualified immunity” from 
civil liability when acting in the 

Siya Creel, vice 
president of the 
Baton Rouge Po-
lice Union, said 
the bill would 
cause many po-
lice officers to 
leave the force 
and recruiting 
new officers 
would be even 
more difficult

maker Luncheon heard from 
Creel; Chris Stewart, execu-
tive director of the Association 
of State Enforcement Officers, 
and Jack Whitehead, attorney for 

Siya Creel
BR Police Union

 The Ronald Reagan News-

normal course and scope of their 
employment.  However, Jordan’s 
bill would take away that immu-
nity for law enforcement officers. 
 Lobbyists for the Louisiana 
Sheriffs Association, which repre-
sents the 65 elected sheriffs in the 
state but not the deputies or city 
police officers, have given support 
to Jordan’s bill.
 But some Republican legisla-
tors said the sheriffs are protecting 
their political interests back home 
and not the interests of front line 
law enforcement officials.  “Let’s 
face it,” one said, “the sheriffs are 
trying to get their per diem for 
housing inmates increased by the 
governor and they are letting him 
and the legislative black caucus 
call the shots.” 
  Another lawmaker said there is 
no way lowly paid police officers 
can afford to buy individual liabil-
ity insurance protection.  “If the 
legislature wants police officers 
to be subject to frivolous lawsuits, 
they should appropriate state funds 
to purchase the insurance.”  He 
noted that legislators and every 
state employee at the Capitol has 
qualified immunity protection.

Jack Whitehead
Attorney for Baton Rouge Police Union

Former Sheriff Greg Phares
Former Baton Rouge Police Chief

 QUALIFIED IMMUNITY — Police Unions opposed repealing qualified immunity 
for law enforcement officers at the Ronald Reagan Newsmaker Luncheon. Shown are (left 
to right) police union attorney Jack Whitehead, Rep. Kathy Edmonson, BR Police Union 
vice president Siya Creel, and state police union director Chris Stewart.
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City of Central Business Directory

Carpet Cleaning

BayouSteam
Carpet,	Upholstery,
Tile	&	Grout	Cleaning

Locally owned and operated

225-955-6955

Automotive

North - Airline & 
Choctaw

 225-927-2311
South - Airline 
& Cloverland
 225-751-3656

Electrical

Parking Lot Lights, Security Lights, and Video

Simple Electric
Commercial • Residental

Over 35 Years Experience • Any Size Job

Installation of All Electrical Work

225-921-2633
Parking Lot Lights, Security Lights, and Video

Dirt Work

General Sand & Gravel Co.
Limestone, Gravel, Mason Sand, Clay, Top Soil, 

Riversilt, Crushed Concrete, Tractor Work,
Swimming Pool Demo & Fill-In

225-261-3953

Dirt Work

Classifieds
$6 for first 10 words. $10 for 11 to 20 words, 
$15 for 21 to 30 words. $20 for 31 to 40 
words.  $25 for one column inch classified 
display ad. Call 261-5055.  Must be paid in 
advance. To pay by credit card, go to www.
centralcitynews.us and click “Pay Now” on 
the left.  Then email ad copy to centralci-
tynews@hotmail.com. Or mail or hand 
deliver check and ad copy to Central City 
News, 910 N. Foster, Baton Rouge 70806
CHRISTIAN LADY HOUSE 
CLEANING: Call Norma at 261-3754.
HOUSE WASHING SERVICE: 
Isaac’s House Washing Service call us 
for a quote 225-400-3583.
GARAGE SALE: April 23 and 24, 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 12323 Troy St., 
(Brownsfield area). Jewelry, Scentsy 
wax burner and wax, table lamps, 
household misc items, picture frames, 
art, games, printers... and more. 
CASH ONLY.
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Gene Lato Is Celebrating 60 Years
At Central Barber Shop on Hooper

CENTRAL BARBER SHOP  owner Gene Lato is celebrating 60 years in business. 

Attention 
Class A Truck Drivers!

XPO Logistics has
IMMEDIATE openings

For Local Home
Daily Routes.

$4,000
SIGN-ON BONUS
Annual Average 

 $70k
No Touch Freight!
Benefits Start Day 1

Must Be 23 or Older and
 Have 6 Months of Recent 

Experience to Apply.

(866) 331-6647
www.xpodrivers.com

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

 CENTRAL — Gene Lato is cel-
ebrating 62 years as a barber and 
60 years as owner of the Central 
Barber Shop on Hooper Road.
 In fact, Central Barber Shop 
may be the oldest business in Cen-
tral, certainly one of the oldest.
 Gene hung out his shingle April 
1, 1961, in the old car dealership 
building at the corner of Hooper 
and Sullivan roads. Julian Robin-
son started the Kaiser-Frazer car 
dealership in the 1940’s. By 1961, 
Mr. Robinson was operating a ser-
vice station and repair shop in the 
building.
 Gene’s shop looked across the 
street south toward what was then 
Central High School. The legend-
ary J.A. Smith was the principal. 
“Mr. Smith was one of my cus-
tomers and a super man! He ran 
the show at Central High School, 
that’s for sure!  He was a strong 
disciplinarian.” Gene said.
 “Central was totally country 
then,” he said. “Life was a bit 
slower. There’s a faster pace now.”
 He doesn’t think any of his orig-
inal customers are still alive. Sixty 
years will take a toll on your client 
list!  One thing is certain: Most of 
the famous and not so famous men 
in Central over the past 60 years 
were clients of Mr. Lato. One of 
them was Rep. Donald Ray Ken-
nard.
 In 1961, as Gene Lato looked 
out the front window of his shop, 
he also saw Miss Jodie Edwards’ 
store, a landmark in Central.
 Hooper Road was not as busy 
as it is today but it still had a lot 
of traffic, and he was amazed at all 
the trucks that passed by, especial-
ly large gravel trucks. Ironically, 
in all those years, he never saw a 
major wreck at the intersection.
 John Murray had Murray’s 
Drug Store behind Miss Jodie’s 
store. He later moved it to the new 
shopping center across Sullivan 
Road from the old car dealership.
 There weren’t many places to 
shop in Central in those days. Del-
mont Village was the closest retail 
shopping area, and it wasn’t that 
far. You took Hooper west to Plank 
Road.

were on bicycles.
 A friend introduced him to Mary 
Ann Gurney of Central. They fell 
in love and were married on June 
5, 1959, at St. Gerard Catholic 
Church on Plank Road, nearly 62 
years ago.  After his apprenticeship 
in Dixie, he opened his business in 
Central. In all that time, he’s al-
ways been on his own and never 
had a partner.
 Gene moved to his current lo-
cation at 13366 Hooper Road in 
1976. It is across Hooper a few 
doors down from his original lo-
cation at the corner of Hooper and 
Sullivan roads.
 When he started in the bar-
ber business, you had to be in the 
union, he said.  Barbers closed on 
Sunday and Wednesday.  Later 
they changed to Sunday and Mon-

day, in order to have two days off 
in a row.
 Gene said he got into barber-
ing because he liked to be around 
people, visiting, and cutting hair.
 When he started, barbers cut 
men’s hair. Beauticians cut wom-
en’s hair and weren’t allowed to cut 
men’s hair.  That changed years ago.
 The pandemic has been a chal-
lenge, Gene said. “They made us 
close for three months.  We lost 30 
to 35 percent of our business.  Most 
will never come back. When you 
break the trail people are on ev-
eryday, they change their habits.”
 Asked if he would do anything 
differently, Gene said no.  Then, 
with his wife listening, he smiled 
and said, “I wish I had gotten into 
cutting women’s hair too!”
 Gene has been cutting hair 62 of 
his 83 years and plans to continue 
in the business as long as he can.  
“Who knows what tomorrow will 
bring but for right now I’m in rela-
tively good health and plan to keep 
working day to day.  I don’t have 
any hobbies, don’t fish or hunt. 
This is what I love!”
 Editor’s Note: I first met Gene Lato 
when he was an apprentice barber next to 
Hebert’s Store on Scenic Highway.  I was 
12.  The late Frank Costanza was a barber 
in Baton Rouge for many years. Gene said 
Frank’s father used to cut his father’s hair 
in Hammond. Frank was my barber from 
1962 to 1980. His son Ronnie Costanza has 
been my barber from 1980 to the present.

 Like so many barbers in the Ba-
ton Rouge area, Gene Lato is from 
Hammond. He graduated from 
Hammond High in 1956. Inspired 
by his uncle Phillip Accardo, Gene 
decided to become a barber. He 
went to school at Moler Barber 
College in New Orleans, graduat-
ing in 1959.   
 In September 1959, he started his 
apprenticeship at the barber shop 
next to Hebert’s Store on Scenic 
Highway in North Baton Rouge. It 
was located in a rough area called 
“Dixie.”  He fondly remembers the 
owner, Mr. Charlie Hebert and his 
son Bud Hebert. One of the barbers 
with him there was Joe Guillot.
 Gene remembers watching the 
Esso Refinery across the street as 
thousands of workers would leave 
for home every afternoon.  Many 

       Who	knows	what	tomorrow	will	bring	but	for	right	
now	I’m	in	relatively	good	health	and	plan	to	keep	
working	day	to	day.		I	don’t	have	any	hobbies,	don’t	
fish	or	hunt.	This	is	what	I	love!          
  	 	 		 —	Gene	Lato	of	Central	Barber	Shop

“
”

12922 Denham Road • Central, LA 70818 
 225-261-7600 or 225-341-0569

WE BUILD SUPER AND 
HIVE BEE BOXES

MADE OF CYPRESS

We Sell Bee Supplies
We Sell Honey and Flavored Honey

We Ship Honey and Candles
Owned by 

Two Vietnam Vets
Owned by 

Two Vietnam Vets

FAIR WEATHER BEES
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New Businesses Making Their Home in Central, Despite Pandemic

Lit Pizza, 9850 Sullivan Road 

Premier Tire, 12470 Hooper Road

The Claiborne at Shoe Creek, 9750 Couret Drive, which is behind The Reserve at Shoe Creek off Sullivan Road

Starbuck’s, coming to 9850 Sullivan Road near Lit Pizza

Treads & Care Tire Company on Hooper Road near BREC’s Central Sports Complex

 CENTRAL — After a pause dur-
ing the pandemic in 2020, new 
businesses are opening in Central. 
The largest is The Reserve at Shoe 
Creek, a luxury apartment com-
plex located on Grand Settlement 
Boulevard across Sullivan Road 
from Central Pharmacy.
 Behind The Reserve is The 
Claiborne at Shoe Creek, a state-
of-the art assisted living facility.
 Both projects were supported 
by Mayor Jr. Shelton during his 
tenure as mayor from 2014-2018.
 Central developer Pete Firmin 
has built a new strip shopping cen-
ter on Sullivan Road just south of 
Central Pharmacy.  That building 
has five retail spaces, and Firmin is 
planning three other smaller build-
ings.
 Lit Pizza is already open on the 
south end of the strip center and is 
doing a booming business.
 Construction is beginning this 
week for Central’s first Starbuck’s 
Coffee Shop at the other end.
 A lease has been signed to bring 
a new Smoothie King to one of the 
other buildings.
 Firmin said he has several other 
national tenants ready to lease the 
remaining places.  The national 
chains and franchises coming to 
Central are clear evidence that the 
new city is becoming a viable re-
tail market, he said.
 The Central Planning and Zon-
ing Commission has approved a 
plan by Plantation Management of 
Denham Springs to build a large 
nursing home on the Paul Burns 
property behind Winn Dixie.
 Premiere Tire has opened at 
12470 Hooper Road.
 Treads & Care is building a lo-
cation on Hooper near BREC’s 
Central Sports Complex.
 Cypress Nutrition is open at 
14415 Greenwell Springs Road in 
the Oak Point Shopping Center.
 Central Nutrition is open at 
13366 Hooper Road.

Central Is Beginning
To Get Attention of
National Franchises,
Regional Developers

Vaccination Is 
Voluntary for 
Students in LA
 BATON ROUGE — In Louisiana, 
state law provides in R.S. 17:170 
that all students in public or private 
school from day care or kindergar-
ten through college shall submit 
at the time of registration or en-
try proof of immunization against 
vaccine-preventable diseases ap-
proved by the La. Dept. of Health.
 However, the same statute pro-
vides in R.S. 17:170(E) as follows:
 “No person seeking to enter any 
school or facility enumerated in Sub-
section A of this Section shall be re-
quired to comply with the provisions of 
this Section if the student or his parent 
or guardian submits either a written 
statement from a physician stating 
that the procedure is contraindicat-
ed for medical reasons, or a written 
dissent from the student or his par-
ent or guardian is presented.”

The Reserve at Shoe Creek, new luxury apartments at 14150 Grand Settlement Boulevard off Sullivan Road
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New Businesses Making Their Home in Central, Despite Pandemic

Cypress Nutrition, 14415 Greenwell Springs Road 
in the Oak Point Shopping Center

The Palate Bar & Eatery, 14350 Wax Road

Lit Pizza, 9850 Sullivan Road 

Premier Tire, 12470 Hooper Road

The Claiborne at Shoe Creek, 9750 Couret Drive, which is behind The Reserve at Shoe Creek off Sullivan Road

Central Fire District
Asking Tax Renewal

Continued from Page 4

The Reserve at Shoe Creek, new luxury apartments at 14150 Grand Settlement Boulevard off Sullivan Road

some of the highest-trained responders in the re-
gion, participating in not only Fire Suppression 
activities, but also Community Risk Reduction, 
Vehicle Extrication, Hazardous Materials, Tech-
nical Rescue Operations and Urban Search and 
Rescue.” 
 “Most recently, the district has begun transi-
tioning personnel to the Advanced Emergency 
Medical Technician level.  With this step, the 
citizens of Central will have access to a higher 
level of Emergency Medical Care more quickly 
than most of East Baton Rouge Parish.”
 “In Fall 2020, the fire district conducted our 
Property Insurance Association of Louisiana 
rating, which is done every five years.  As a re-
sult, the district was able to lower its Insurance 
Classification from Class 3 to Class 2.  This puts 
the district in the top one percent of fire depart-
ments in the U.S.  This ensures that residents 
and businesses pay among the lowest insurance 
rates.”  
 “These advancements would not have been 
possible without the tremendous support of the 
citizens of Central.  In order to continue to main-
tain operations, we must have your support on 
election day, this Saturday, April 24.  We thank 
you in advance for your consideration and ask 
that if you have any questions, please contact 
Fire Chief Stephen Branscum or Assistant Chief 
Derek Glover at (225)261-2000.  You can also 
reach out via email at info@centralfd.org.”
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show North Street beginning at 
the Mississippi River and heading 
east. Somewhere around Roselawn 
Cemetery, the street name on maps 
changed to Greenwell Springs 
Road. 
 Greenwell Springs Road then 
turned left on what is now North 
Foster Drive.  It headed north and 
then turned right at the intersec-
tion of what is now North Foster 
at Gus Young.  As now, Greenwell 
Springs Road then headed north-
east toward the community of 
Greenwell Springs, continued up 
the west side of the Amite River, 
then crossed into St. Helena Par-
ish, eventually ending at Greens-
burg.
 Greenwell Springs Road is 
Louisiana Hwy. 37, and true to its 
historical origins, the La. Hwy. 37 
marker is found on North Foster, 
five blocks south of the first Green-
well Springs Road street sign.
 One of the most historically 
significant  places on Greenwell 
Springs Road is where the road 
crosses the Comite River as it en-
ters the City of Central.
 Many things happened at that 
crossing.  Three of the most impor-
tant were:
 • It was the last stop on the 
Camino Real that began in Mexico 
City and ended at the Comite. As 
late as 1810, there was a stage-
coach stop there in what was then 
Spanish West Florida
 • Confederate soldiers march-
ing to the Battle of Baton Rouge in 
1862 made camp there before their 
final thrust into Baton Rouge. The 
bloody battle which left 400 dead 
ended with no real winner.
 • It was the last stop for Grier-
son’s Raiders, the Yankee calvary 
force of 1,000 riders who deci-
mated Confederate property and 
supplies in a swath from Tennes-
see down through Mississippi and 
to the Comite where Col. Grierson 
ended the raid.  John Wayne played 
Grierson in the movie Horse Sol-
diers, also starring William Hold-
en.
 The crossing of the Comite was 
a problem for early settlers in what 
is now Central. The river was a 
shallow creek rather easily crossed 
on horseback for much of the year.  
However, when heavy rains came, 
the Comite changed into a roar-
ing torrent of water.  Bridges were 
built from time to time but they 
were easily washed away.  Many 
lives were lost when trying to cross 
the Comite during bad weather.
 Russell Starns, the incorporator 
of the City of Central, resides on 
the east bank of the Comite River 
as Greenwell Springs Road enters 
the city.  Mr. Starns said the Corps  
of Engineers redirected the Comite 
River in 1959.
 In turn, the course of Greenwell 
Springs Road was altered between 
the Comite River and St. Alphon-
sus to eliminate some of the curves, 
he said. 
Old Greenwell Springs Road
Southern Section
 The result was to leave about 
1,000 feet of Greenwell Springs 
Road disconnected from the main 
highway.  It became a new road, 
called Old Greenwell Springs 
Road.  It begins at Frenchtown 
Road and dead ends at a lake on 
Russell Starns’ property.  The lake 
is a remnant of the old bed of the 
Comite River.

City of 
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FORGOTTEN ROADS OF CENTRAL  That action sealed the fate of 
Old Greenwell Springs Road. In 
a few short years, it  went from a 
busy commercial artery to a quiet 
country road.  While 21,651 cars 
a day use Greenwell Springs Road 
to cross the Comite River, only a 
handful of cars use Old Greenwell 
Springs Road a few hundred feet 
away.
 Only seven homes front on Old 
Greenwell Springs Road near the 
Comite River.
Old Greenwell Springs Road
Northern Section
 However, there is another “Old 
Greenwell Springs Road” — in 
the northeast corner of the City 
of Central.  This is near Indian 
Mound, about 10 miles up Green-
well Springs Road from where it 
crosses the Comite.
 As you head north on Green-
well Springs Road a few thousand 
feet passed Denham Road, you can 
see Old Greenwell Springs Road 
veering off to the right. Here you 
see what Greenwell Springs Road 
looked like during most of the 20th 
century — a beautiful two-lane 
country road with its canopy of 
live oaks overhead.
 Along the way, you may be able 
to make out the remnants on an In-
dian Mound off to your left — the 

Old Greenwell Springs Road (South)
Continued from Page 1

See OLD GREENWELL on Page 13

A beautiful open field on Old Greenwell Springs Road behind the St. Alphonsus Food Bank on Frenchtown Road

Old Greenwell Springs Road at Frenchtown Road

Beautiful home on Old Greenwell Springs Road (left). Sign at the corner of Old Greenwell Springs and Frenchtown Road.

Vacant building on Old G.S. Road

Forgotten Roads 
of Central

Story by Woody Jenkins
Photos by Jolice Provost



Old Greenwell Springs Road (North)
only visible reminder of the Indi-
ans who lived in this area for hun-
dreds of years.

 To the right, 
you will note 
a new street, 
Kipling Cove 
Street, and sev-
eral beautiful 
new homes.  
The contrast be-
tween the quiet 
old road and the 

modern homes is striking.
 After a few thousand feet, Old 
Greenwell Springs Road curves to 
the left and rejoins the new Green-
well Springs Road.
Old Wax Road
 If you were at the Wal-Mart in 
Central and wanted to go to Den-
ham Springs, you would head east 
on Wax Road and go past Cen-
tral High School on the right and 
then DEMCO.  You’d keep going 
straight, cross Greenwell Springs 
Road and then go right across the 
new Magnolia Road Bridge.  
 However, did you notice some-
thing? Right after you passed 
DEMCO, the name of the road 
changed.  You didn’t notice? Ac-
tually, nothing told you that you 
were on a different road.
 So let’s go back to DEMCO. 
As soon as you pass DEMCO, 
you’ll see a road angling off to the 
left.  That’s Old Wax Road, the 
former route of Wax Road.  It’s a 
bit deceiving, because Wax Road 
and Old Wax Road are together a 
straight shot from Wal-Mart to the 
Amite River.  Magnolia Bridge 
Road actually veers south in order 
to connect to the new bridge.
 Old Wax is different from the 
other “Forgotten Roads of Cen-
tral.” While it is hidden away from 
the main highway, it remains busy 
and active.  A major subdivision, 
Northwoods, is off Old Wax, as is 
a relatively new and quite beautiful 
development, Gates at Burlington.
 Other than those two devel-
opments, there are 25 homes on 
Old Wax Road between Magno-
lia Bridge Road and Greenwell 
Springs Road.  
 Like all of the other “Forgotten 
Roads of Central,” Old Wax Road 
has no commercial development.
South Blackwater Road
 Central is a city between two riv-
ers — the Comite River on the west 
and the Amite River on the east.  In 
the late 1800’s, people in what is 
now Central sent their children to 
small private schools spread over 
a large area. The people wanted a 
high school for their children but 
couldn’t agree on a place.
 Finally, it was agreed to locate 
the school on the southeast cor-
ner of Hooper and Sullivan roads. 
This was the site of Central High 
School, which was named “Cen-
tral” because it was centrally lo-
cated among the various one-room 
schoolhouses in the area.
 Today, if you were to go to the 
intersection of Hooper and Sulli-
van roads, the old schoolhouse is 
gone.  The only thing you might 
see is Wildcat Stadium.  The future 
of this historic site has yet to be 
determined by the Central Com-
munity School Board, which owns 
the property.
 If we head west on Hooper, we 
would eventually get to the Comite 

Old Wax Road Is an Overlooked Treasure

River and leave the city.  The last 
road before the Comite is Black-
water Road. When people think 
about Blackwater Road, they think 

of a road that begins at Hooper and 
heads north.   
 However, if you’re on Hooper 
facing west, turn to your left and 

you will notice that Blackwater ac-
tually extends across Hooper and 
continues south.  This road is called 

Continued from Page 12

See S. BLACKWATER on Page 14
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Old Greenwell Springs Road near Liberty Road

2006 sign Vote for 
Central Schools

Home on Kipling Cove off Old Greenwell Springs Road (left). Sign at the corner of 
Old Greenwell Springs Road at Greenwell Springs Road near Liberty Road (right).

Sun peeking through the trees on Old 
Greenwell Spring Road near Liberty Rd.

Sign at Old Wax Road and Greenwell Springs Road (left). The Gates at Burlington off Old Wax Road (center and right).

A cow sun bathing on Old Wax Road (left). Small stable just off Old Wax Road (right).

Water tower visible from Old Wax Road (left). Home on Old Wax Road (center). A creek and bridge on Old Wax Road (right).

Home on Old Wax Road (left). Bull eating breakfast on Old Wax Road 



S. Blackwater Road: A Country Lane

South Blackwater Road.  Original-
ly, it connected to a bridge across 
the Comite which no longer exists.
 South Blackwater travels south 
from Hooper and then turns west.  
It dead ends just before the Com-
ite River. Along the way, there are 
some beautiful homes in a gor-
geous setting. Altogether, there are 
15 homes on South Blackwater.  
Near the end of the road, there is 
a sewage processing station that 
is attractively designed to hide its 
true purpose.  
 South Blackwater is less than a 
mile long. Although you are only a 
few hundred feet from busy Hoop-
er Road, you are definitely on a 
quiet country lane, well insulated 
from the hustle and bustle.
Old Comite Drive
 If you turn onto Blackwater 

Old Comite Drive Features Remains of Popular Hang Out

Road from Hooper and head north, 
you will pass three churches — 
Life Tabernacle on the right, Cor-
nerstone Fellowship on the left, 
and Blackwater Methodist Church 
on the right. About two miles north 
of Hooper, the road divides.  You 
could head right to stay on Black-
water or veer left to enter Comite 
Drive and cross the beautiful new 
Comite Drive Bridge.
 But instead of doing that, pass 
Carey Road on the right and imme-
diately turn left onto Old Comite 
Road.  It is the road that was used 
for decades to get to the old Comite 
Bridge. That bridge was torn down 
after the new one was built.
 Old Comite Road is short and 
has only two houses.  However, it 
is interesting because it includes 
the remnants of a once popular 
party venue and a long forgotten 

carnival show.
 As you enter Old Comite Road, 
look to your left and see a curved 
driveway where customers used to 
arrive for snowballs and birthday 
parties.  A German shepherd may 
greet you.
 Ellis H. Hughes was in the car-
nival business for more than 50 
years.  He ran carnivals all over 
South Louisiana and often provid-
ed them at St. Alphonsus, St. Pius, 
and St. Gerard.  Ellis H. Hughes 
Shows seemed to be everywhere.
 An article in the Advocate from 
1960 showed Mr. Hughes with 
his bears pulling a wagon in the 
Christmas Parade on Third Street
 Mr. Hughes acquired 25 acres  
near the Comite River in 1974 and 
planned to develop an amusement 
park on the site. But time and age 
got the best of him. The carni-

val shows ended in 1989, and the 
amusement park was never built.
 Mr. Hughes’ daughter Connie 
opened a snowball stand and party 
center in about 2000 and operated 
the business for five years. They 
offered ice cream, soft drinks, 
nachos and a space walk.  Unfor-
tunately, Connie was robbed at 
gunpoint and injured by the rob-
ber. That took the joy out of it and 
eventually she closed.
 Connie enjoyed the carnival 
business with her dad, especially 
traveling.
 After the new Comite Road and 
bridge came in, there was no traffic 
in front of the store, and it didn’t 
have the business potential that it 
once did.
 Today, Connie Hughes lives 
on the property, and the snowball 

Continued from Page 13

See FORGOTTEN on Page 15
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Cattle and miniature horses on South Blackwater Road (left). Street sign at the corner of S. Blackwater and Hooper roads (right).

Signs down South Blackwater Road (left). Beautiful home on South Blackwater Road (right).

Gravel road at the end of S. Blackwater Rd.

Street sign at the corner of Comite Drive and Old Comite Drive. Gravel road near the end of Old Comite Drive (center) Tractor sitting in a field on Old Comite Road.

Entrance to Ellis Hughes property on Old Comite Road where amusement park was once planned (left). Seating where customers enjoyed snow cones, cotton candy and other 
treats  from 2000 to 2005 (center). Building where people bought food and were able to watch cotton candy being made through a glass window (right).
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stand and party room sit almost un-
changed — on Old Comite Road.  
 A single carnival ride sits in the 
yard, much as it has for more than 
30 years, a memory of happy days 
in the carnival business, laughing 
children, and days that live in our 
memories.

 The Forgotten Roads of Central 
allow us to turn a corner and step 
back in time for at least a few mo-
ments. 
 Woody Jenkins has been a jour-
nalist for 57 years. He has been 
honored for his feature writing by 
the National Newspaper Associa-
tion and the La. Press Association.

Forgotten Roads Take Us Back in Time

ating public park and recreational 
properties and facilities in the dis-
trict and administering programs 
and activities that promote recre-
ation and the general health and 
well-being of citizens.” The Board 
of Commissioners would consist 
of five members:
 • One appointed by the State 
Senate representing a majority of 
the City of Central
 • One appointed by the State 
Representative representing a ma-
jority of the City of Central
 • Two members appointed by 
the Central City Council
 • One member appointed by the 
Central Community School Board

Chickens at the end of Old Comite Drive (left). Remnants of the Ellis Hughes Shows carnival days on Old Comite Drive (center). Ellis Hughes had planned to build an amusement 
park on the 25-acre site. The road now comes to a dead end where people once traveled to the Comite River bridge before the new bridge at Comite Drive was constructed.

to the Mississippi River through a 
canal that works by gravity when 
the water in the Comite reaches a 
certain level.  Residents of Central 
have been paying taxes to fund the 
project for decades, although the 
proceeds of the tax constitute only 
a small portion of the money nec-

words I didn’t understand.  I re-
member the exhilaration of finish-
ing reading my first book!
 My first day at school was one of 
the worst days of my life! I’ll save 
that story for another time. The sec-
ond day was much better.
 On the second day, I heard the 
teacher talk about taking tests and 
getting grades. She talked about 
making A’s and making F’s. That 
night I asked my daddy what it all 
meant. He explained it. 
 I said, “Daddy, I want to make 
all A’s! How can I do it?” He said, 
“Son, you’re a smart boy!  You can 
definitely make all A’s! I’m going to 
tell you exactly what to do. If you do 
what I say, I’m sure you’ll be the only 
boy to make straight A’s but there 
might be some girls who do too.” 
 He ended up being right!
 Daddy bought me a notebook 
and said, “Son, I know you can’t 
write very well yet, but you will 
soon. What I want you to do is learn 
to take notes from what the teacher 
says. If she says something impor-
tant, write it down in your note-
book, even if it’s only a word or two 
to help you remember. As you learn 
to write, write everything in your 
notebook.”
 “Take pride in your penmanship. 
It is a statement about your atten-
tion to detail and your organization. 
Be the best in everything including 
your handwriting.”
 He said, “If she writes something 
on the blackboard, copy it into your 
notebook.  If she passes out any-
thing to study, read it and keep it in 
your notebook!”
 “As soon as you get a new text-

book, sit down and read it from 
cover to cover.  By the time your 
teacher gets to a topic in the book, 
you will already know it. You want 
to be more than a student. You want 
to be a scholar!”
 “When the teacher asks the class 
a question and you know the an-
swer, raise your hand and answer 
the question.”
 He added, “If she gives you 
homework, do it when you get home 
and never go to sleep until you have 
finished your homework. Be sure 
to bring it to school the next day.  
Never fail to do your homework!”
 He said, “If the teacher tells you 
to read something, read it that night 
or as soon as possible.”
 He told me, “When you are 
studying something, never move 
on to the next thing until you un-
derstand the first thing. If you don’t 
understand it, you won’t remember 
it. You can always ask your teacher 
or your mama or me.”
 “Find another student who needs 
help and tutor him. The best way to 
learn something is to have to teach 
it.  If you can teach it, you know it!”
 Finally, he said, “Before every 
test, go to your notebook and read 
all your notes. Take a red pen and 
underline everything that might be 
important. Remember those key 
words. Know them and understand 
them.  Practice giving yourself the 
test. Think what the teacher might 
ask. Have someone call out words 
or ask questions.”
 “After the teacher grades your 
paper or a test, always ask for it 
back. Keep it! Study it to see what 
you did right and what you did 
wrong.  Keep all of your graded pa-

pers or tests in your notebook, and 
never throw away your notebook!”
 He told me, “If you do all these 
things, you will be ahead of everyone 
else.  Even if they are smarter than 
you are, you will make better grades.”
 Once or twice a year, my daddy 
would remind me of the rules he 
had taught me.  
 Day after day, month after month, 
year after year, I kept a notebook 
and I made good notes.  I wrote 
everything in my notebook. Soon 
I had a notebook for each course, 
then a big binder.  I did my assign-
ments and turned them in on time. 
I read what I was told to read. I re-
viewed for tests. I answered ques-
tions in class. The teachers knew I 
had studied because I knew the an-
swers in class and at test time. 
 As my daddy had said, there 
were always a few girls in class 
who were equally diligent but sel-
dom any boys who were.
 By the 4th, 5th and 6th grades, 
I was at Fairfields Elementary 
School in Baton Rouge. They had 
football, basketball, and track 
teams and lots of organizations to 
join.  I participated in almost every-
thing.  That never hurt my grades 
at all. By then, my study habits 
were good and homework seldom 
took more than an hour or two.
 But no matter what time I had to 
get up, I never went to sleep until I 
had done my work for school.
 I always looked forward to tests, 
because they were a chance to show 
what I had learned.
 I attended Jefferson Military 
Academy in the 7th grade, Prescott 
Jr. High in the 8th grade, St. Fran-
cisville High in the 9th grade, and 

then Istrouma High for the 10th, 
11th, and 12th grades. All of these 
schools offered great opportunities, 
both in the classroom and in extra-
curricular activities. I took full ad-
vantage of them.
 Istrouma was rich beyond imagi-
nation. It was the largest high school 
in the state with 1,900 students in 
the 10th, 11th, and 12th grades. It 
offered so many opportunities to 
excel academically, athletically, and 
in extracurricular activities.  
 Although Istrouma was very com-
petitive, I managed to graduate as 
co-valedictorian of my 535-member 
Istrouma High Class of 1965 with a 
4.0 average.  We had a full array of 
honors courses, and I took all the 
honors courses that would fit on my 
schedule. Unlike today, you got no 
extra points for honors or AP cours-
es. 4.0 was the best you could get!
 Looking back, I believe my fa-
ther’s formula was the key to my 
academic success. It kept me one 
step of the game at all times.
 It taught me work habits that 
could lead to success anywhere.
 Unfortunately, we had a fire right 
after my senior year and my note-
books were destroyed.  
 At LSU, I kept one binder for 
each semester. I put everything in it. 
I still have those binders — one for 
each of the eight semesters and two 
summer schools I was in college 
and one for each of the six semes-
ters I was in the LSU Law School.
 Anyone can do well in school 
and maybe even make Straight A’s 
if they follow the simple formula 
my daddy gave me. It’s very hard 
work, but it will help prepare you 
for a lifetime of success!

Continued from Page 5

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 3

Making Straight A’s Requires a Plan and Hard Work

essary to build the project. 
 The state and federal govern-
ment were supposed to provide 
most of the funding and have but 
only in spurts and in insufficient 
amounts to complete the project. 
Two years ago, state and federal of-
ficials announced the project is fully 
funded but it remains incomplete.

Continued from Page 14

Allow	Comite	River	Dredging

Central Would Have Own Parks

licly stated that building the bridge 
over the Amite is his No. 1 priority 
for capital outlay spending in East 
Baton Rouge Parish.
 Earlier studies showed the 
bridge would serve about 25,000 
vehicles a day

Continued from Page 1
No.	1	Priority	in	EBR

 Mayor David Barrow has ex-
pressed concern about the legisla-
tion. He said the new superinten-
dent of BREC has been doing a 
good job and is better serving the 
needs of the community.  The bill 
has not yet been set for hearing be-
fore the Senate Committee.
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types, when to plant and how to 
care for these beautiful elephant 
ear type plants. 
 The members discussed plans 
for their upcoming plant sale on 
Saturday, May 22 which was 
cancelled last year due to the 
Covid-19 virus.

Central Bloomers

CENTRAL BLOOMERS –– Pictured from left sitting Ollie Brown, Carolyn Dykes, 
Mary Legendre, and Patti Riche. Back row standing Susan Hyland, Bren Truett, Jean 
LeBlanc, Rita McKee, Jean Barnard, Dorothy Vidrine, and Debra Dixon. Not pic-
tured, Nancy Hicks, President.

 CENTRAL  - Central Bloom-
ers Garden Club had their 
March meeting at the Botanical 
Gardens at Independence Park. 
Their guest speaker, Cindy Mo-
ran, gave an informative pre-
sentation on caladiums. 
 She described the different 

 CENTRAL - Girl Scout Cookies Shipped to Deployed Service Mem-
bers — Central Intermediate School sponsored a free dress day at their 
school to collect money to provide Girl Scout cookies to four local 
servicemen and their military units who have been deployed overseas. 
The four Girl Scout troops with girls who attend school at CIS were 
able to purchase 372 boxes of Girl Scout cookies. Blue Star Moms of 
Central agreed to ship the cookies to the servicemen.

Girl Scout Cookies to Troops 

The Spells: Like Grandfather, Grandson

GRANDFATHERS –– Some things don’t change!  At left, Bishop Bervick Spell of Life Tabernacle Church with grandson Tony in about 1992.  At right, Rev. Tony Spell, known 
by his family as “Pappy,” with one of his grandchildren.  Bishop Spell, who is now retired, had a large bus ministry. His grandson, Rev. Tony Spell, runs 32 buses every Sunday.
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Progress at Life Tabernacle Church

POND AT REVOLUTION SQUARE — A bulkhead has been built around the pond on the new property acquired by Life Tabernacle. A walkway around the pond is being built.  It will 
be used for fishing and baptisms. To learn more the Brush Arbor Freedom Center and Revolution Square, watch the LIVE tour of the new property. QR Code is below. 

Classifieds
$6 for first 10 words. $10 for 11 to 20 words, 
$15 for 21 to 30 words. $20 for 31 to 40 
words.  $25 for one column inch classified 
display ad. Call 261-5055.  Must be paid in 
advance. To pay by credit card, go to www.
centralcitynews.us and click “Pay Now” on 
the left.  Then email ad copy to centralci-
tynews@hotmail.com. Or mail or hand 
deliver check and ad copy to Central City 
News, 910 N. Foster, Baton Rouge 70806
CHRISTIAN LADY HOUSE 
CLEANING: Call Norma at 261-3754.
HOUSE WASHING SERVICE: 
Isaac’s House Washing Service call us 
for a quote 225-400-3583.
GARAGE SALE: April 23 and 24, 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 12323 Troy St., 
(Brownsfield area). Jewelry, Scentsy 
wax burner and wax, table lamps, 
household misc items, picture frames, 
art, games, printers... and more. 
CASH ONLY.

Brush Arbor Freedom Center
LIVE Tour of Progress April 2021

Rev. Tony Spell explains the massive renovations going on and the 5,000-seat conference center for Revolution, the national youth conference planned for June 30-July 4.

Prior the leading Life Tabernacle, Rev. Tony Spell was a contractor. He is overseeing the project and making sure things are done properly and in a timely manner. 



Gabe Patterson had the one RBI against Zachary (left). Final score 8-1. Central shortstop Taylor Walters (center). Connor Cassles, starting pitcher for the Wildcats (right).

Central Plays Zachary After Rain Delays

#10 Jeremy Wise at bat for the Wildcats (left).  #18 Caleb Easterling on second base (center). Coach McClure talks with the players from the pitchers mound (right).

Zachary’s pitcher #17 Braden Clark (left). Brodie Demoulin takes the mound for the Wildcats (center). Wildcat pinch runner Kyle Veal and Zachary’s Matthew Keller (right).

Central’s #5 Jude Gremillion at bat (left). Caleb Callender with the ball and Brody Knapps (center). Zachary’s Matthew Keller  and Central second baseman (right).

At bat #4 DJ Primeaux (left). #34 Braxton Matherne finishes at the mound for the Wildcats (center). Central’s dugout in Zachary (right).

18 CENTRAL CITY NEWS April 2021



April 2021 CENTRAL CITY NEWS 19

Central Private Pitcher Trip Flotte
Pitches No-Hitter Against Episcopal

 CENTRAL  — Central Pri-
vate pitcher Trip Flotte took the 
mound for the Redhawks Mon-
day and threw a no hitter against 
Epsicopal. Flotte faced 25 batters, 

striking out 15. He went three  for 
four at the plate. 
 Trip, who  is signed with Loui-
siana College, led the Redhawks to 
a 6-1 victory over Episcopal. 

 Central Private scored in the 
first inning after Flotte doubled on 
his first at bat, scoring two runs.
 Overall the Redhawks had eight 
hits in the game. Flotte was credit-

ed with the big win over Episcopal.
 Central Private is 11-12 overall.  
They defeated Southern Lab 15-1 
Monday night.
 They play in District 6-1A.

CENTRAL PRIVATE BASEBALL TEAM after the win against Episcopal High School on Monday night (left). Redhawk pitcher Trip Flotte pitched a no-hitter (right).

SUMMER HOME FOR SALE
Furnished family home for sale by owner. The home is posted 

on Zillow and located at 161 St. Paul, Biloxi Miss. 
Call Loretta at 225-933-5869 for More Info

  

 CENTRAL — Blake Phistry, age 
11 and a student of St. Alphon-
sus School, killed an eight point 
deer Nov. 23 while hunting in 
Simpson, LA. It’s his “lucky 
spot.” Last year he killed his 
first deer on the same date. 

Blake Phistry Kills 8 pt. deer.

While hunting 
with his dad 
on property  
here in Cen-
tral, 8-yearold 
Brecken Chan-
dler, killed 
his first deer 
on Dec. 22, 
2020. Brecken 
is a resident 
of Central and 
2nd grader at 
Tanglewood 
Elementary.

Deer Season: Looking Back
At Young Hunters of Central 

Brecken	Chandler	kills	his	first	deer.

 CENTRAL — Kenadi Day, a fifth 
grade student at CIS, harvested 
her first deer at the end of her 
first hunting season with her 
dad Dale Day.  She bagged the 
deer on her family’s property in 
Clinton.

Kenadi	Day	kills	her	first	deer.

Send your news stories to —
CentralCityNews@hotmail.com
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New Wildcat Baseball Locker Room

NEW CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL  LOCKER ROOM — The Wildcat baseball program has long awaited a locker room. The new room provides a space for 66 
players including 9th grade, JV and varsity. In addition, there are six coach lockers for a total of 72 locker. The lockers are made of wood, and each space has a drawer, hanging rod 
for uniforms and a place to secure personal items.

Coach McClure’s son Todd,  Central High graduate and  retired Atlanta Falcon lineman, is creating a unique conference table. It will be a work of art with a baseball branded on 
the wood and Marucci baseball bats as legs. The lockers have shoe racks being installed as well as heavy duty racks. 

Each locker area features a decorative white powercat symbol that was created by Central High students with a 3D printer. A name plate identifies the player who occupies the 
space. For relaxing fun times, the locker room also has a ping pong table and an ESPN foosball table. 

Photos by Jolice Provost for the Central City News

 HAMMOND  - Hannah Wall of 
Greenwell Springs has been ini-
tiated into The Honor Society of 
Phi Kappa Phi, the nation’s oldest 
and most selective, all-discipline 
collegiate honor society. 
 Wall was initiated at Southeast-
ern Louisiana University.
 She is among approximately 
30,000 students, faculty, profes-
sional staff and alumni to be initi-
ated into Phi Kappa Phi each year. 
 Membership is by invitation 
only and requires nomination and 
approval by a chapter. Only the 
top 10 percent of seniors and 7.5 
percent of juniors are eligible for 
membership. Graduate students in 

CHS	2018	Grad	Hannah	Wall	Inducted	to	Honor	Society	of	Phi	Kappa	Phi
the top 10 percent of the number 
of candidates for graduate degrees 
may also qualify, as do faculty, 
professional staff, and alumni who 
have achieved scholarly distinc-
tion.
 Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 
1897 under the leadership of un-
dergraduate student Marcus L. 
Urann who had a desire to create 
a different kind of honor society: 
one that recognized excellence in 
all academic disciplines. 
 Today, the Society has chapters 
on more than 325 campuses in the 
United States and the Philippines. 
Its mission is “To recognize and 
promote academic excellence in 

all fields of higher education and to 
engage the community of scholars 
in service to others.”

Did you  know?
You can access the ar-
chives of the Central City 
News	for	FREE?
Go to centralcitynews.
net and type in any name, 
place or event.  It will 
search	450	editions	of	the	
Central City News and 
allow	you	to	access	them!


