
	 The questions written 
by Freneaux were ques-
tions designed to attack 
the character and fit-
ness of his opponent, Jr. 
Shelton.
	 The event, which was 
held at the Central High 
Auditorium, was spon-
sored by the City of 
Central Chamber of 
Commerce and the Cen-
tral Community Alli-
ance. Much of the de-
bate was spent with 
Shelton defending him-
self against accusations 
by Freneaux.
	 Even though they 
were aware just before 

	 BATON ROUGE - Voters 
throughout East Baton 
Rouge Parish will con-
sider whether to give 
approval to two prop-
erty tax renewals for 
parks and recreation on 
Saturday, April 5.  
	 BREC proposes re-
newing a 4.1-mill tax, 
which will impose $150 
million in taxes over 
10 years and 2.1 mills, 
which will impose $77.4 
million in taxes over 
10 years, for a total of 
$227.4 million. 

BREC Tax
On Ballot
April 5th
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	 CENTRAL - Despite fac-
ing an opponent who has 
launched one personal 
attack after another, 
Mayoral candidate Jr. 
Shelton has taken the 
high ground and refused 
to respond in kind.
	 Instead, Shelton has 
stayed “on message” 
and stressed his plans 
for economic develop-
ment in Central.
	 He says he wants “to 
build a modern city, 
deeply rooted in our 
Christian values, that 
keeps our rural lifestyle 
as a gift for our children See Page 3, Col. 1

See Page 12, Col. 1

JR. SHELTON
Candidate for Mayor

Sample Ballot
Saturday, April 5, 2014
On the Ballot in Central

Mayor
Mark David Freneaux	 R
Jr. Shelton*	 R

Police Chief
Kerry Clark	 R
James Salsbury*	 R

City Council
Vote for Five

June Dupuy	 R
Jason Ellis	 R
Shane Evans*	 R
Dr. Kim Fralick*	 R
Eric Frank	 R
Mike Gardner	 R
Wayne Messina* 	 R
Aaron Moak 	 R
Harry Rauls*	 R
John Vance*	 R
Ralph Washington*	 R

BREC TAX
$227.4 million property tax 

renewal by BREC
Yes or No

*Boldface indicates the candi-
date is endorsed by the Repub-
lican Party of East Baton Rouge

and grandchildren.”
	 In an interview, Shel-
ton outlined his plans 
for infrastructure im-
provements, with major 

emphasis on drainage 
and highways.
	 On economic devel-
opment, the candidate 
said Central must bal-

ance residential, com-
mercial, and retail de-
velopment with none of 
the three getting too far 

Shelton Mayoral Bid Takes High Ground,
Stresses City’s Economic Development

Voters Revolt Against Negative Campaign,
Say ‘Keep It Positive If You Want to Win!’
	 CENTRAL - Mayoral 
candidate Dave Fre-
neaux is making Central 
history but not in a way 
that others may want to 
duplicate.  
	 Freneaux is a running 
a negative campaign 
against fellow Republi-
can Jr. Shelton, making 

personal attacks, charg-
es, and accusations in 
virtually every speech, 
article, and Facebook 
post. But it doesn’t 
seem to be working.
	 Central’s two prior 
municipal elections in 
2006 and 2010 were 
positive affairs, gener-

ally devoid of personal 
attacks.
	 Statewide and nation-
al campaigns have be-
come giant mud wres-
tling contests that leave 
voters wondering how 
the two candidates got 
out of jail.
	 But negative cam-

paigns are apparently not 
what Central residents 
want. Freneaux support-
ers with access to Fre-
neaux’s polls say they 
show him well behind.
	 The Central City 
News spoke about the 
campaign with more 

	 Woody Jenkins
	 Editor, Central City News

See Page 2, Col. 1

Early Voting
Saturday, March 22 to March 29

222 St. Louis St. • 10500 Coursey Blvd.
3851 Essen Ln. • 2250 Main St., Baker

Early Voting
Saturday, March 22 to March 29

222 St. Louis St. • 10500 Coursey Blvd.
3851 Essen Ln. • 2250 Main St., Baker

	 CENTRAL - Early vot-
ing in Central’s April 
5 election will be 
held from Saturday, 
March 22 to Satur-
day, March 29 at 222 
St. Louis St., 10500 
Coursey Blvd., 3851 
Essen Lane, and 2250 
Main in Baker from
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Early Voting
March 22-29

City of Central, Louisiana
Municipal Election • Saturday, April 5

Runoff, if necessary, May 3
Mayor • Police Chief

All Five Seats on the City Council
Population: 26,864 (2010 Census)

Registered Voters: 19,874
Democrats: 6,235 • Republicans 9,114

No Party and Other 4,525
Whites 18,016 • Blacks 1,399

Other 459
Incumbents not seeking reelection:

Mayor Mac Watts • Police Chief Donald 
Browning • Councilmen Tony LoBue 

and Louis DeJohn

	 CITY OF CENTRAL - 
Despite strict rules that 
the questions asked the 
candidates for Mayor 
of Central at the March 
6 televised debate be 
kept confidential, may-
oral candidate Dave 
Freneaux not only knew 
in advance some of the 
questions that would be 
asked but actually wrote 
those questions himself. 
	 The fact that Freneaux 
wrote some of the ques-
tions has been confirmed 
by four of the six debate 
organizers and panelists.

Candidate Wrote Some of Debate Questions
Chamber, CCA
Were Aware of
Impropriety But
Failed to Inform
Shelton or Stop
Debate at CHS

Central City News Investigative Report

	 Woody Jenkins
	 Editor, Central City News

Tony LoBue endorses Shelton, Page 8

DEBATE SCANDAL — Candidate Dave Freneaux had knowledge of questions.
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Freneaux’s Negative Campaign Isn’t Working

	 Woody Jenkins
	 Editor

Voters Want to 
Hear What You
Will Do, Not Run
Down Other Guy

Woody Jenkins

President to Sign Federal Flood Insurance Legislation
Councilmen Say It Was Wise to Delay Spending $115,000

than a dozen random citizens. Two 
said they liked Freneaux’s approach.  
“He tells it like it is!” one said.  
	 But others said they disapproved 
of Freneaux’s tactics with a majority 
strongly disapproving.
	 Here are the comments we heard:
	 •	“Tell us what your plans are, what 
you are going to do!   We don’t want 
to hear you run down the other guy.”
	 •	“Every time I’ve heard Dave Fre-
neaux speak, all he talks about is the 
fact that Jr. Shelton took bankruptcy 
four years ago.  So what?  Didn’t he 
hear that Louisiana has been through 
three or four recessions and that hun-
dreds of thousands of people in this 
state have taken bankruptcy through 
no fault of their own?”
	 •	“We’ve all had our problems, but 
Freneaux seems joyous that a won-

derful business went down and a good 
family lost so much.  I can’t stand lis-
tening to him.”
	 •	“Negative, negative, negative.  
That’s all that comes out of his mouth.  
This is why we have a division in 
this town.  Some people on one side 
want to spew hateful personal attacks 
against good people on the other side.  
But in a way, I’m glad he’s doing it. It 
lets people see the man he really is!”
	 •	“What he’s saying in this cam-
paign is just a continuation of what 
he’s been saying in his newspaper 
for the past four years.  Anyone that 
disagrees with him is attacked merci-
lessly.”
	 •	“I’ve tried to stay out of the con-
troversies in Central, but the ugliness 
he spits out has been an eye-opener for 
me.  I’m not on the fence anymore.”
	 •	“This is the politics of personal 
destruction.  It is practiced in every 
campaign by the Democrats at the na-
tional level, and it is despicable.  It’s 
just a shame to have this come to our 
Central.”
	 •	“He apparently doesn’t under-
stand the voters.  Can’t he see that he 
is destroying any chance he had to be 
elected by attacking Mr. Shelton?’

HHH
	 By the way, the Central City News 
has a policy against accepting negative 
attack ads, and we make candidates 

prove any claims made in advertising.
HHH

	 MISUSE OF FACEBOOK.  Over 
the past few years, a lot of people 
in Central have misused Facebook..  
Facebook should be such a positive 
thing but some people in Central 
use it to slam each other and create 
lifelong enemies. Freneaux has been 
in the middle of that for years.
	 However, the way he has used Face-
book during the campaign has been 
most unusual.  In the past few months, 
he has been on 
Facebook practi-
cally full-time, 
frantically jump-
ing from one 
Facebook page to 
another to make 
posts and argue 
with his critics.  
It was not unusu-
al for him to post 
on five pages 
simultaneously, 
quarrelling and doing battle with any-
one who dared to disagree.  For quite 
awhile, he included in virtually every 
post an attack on Jr. Shelton.
	 So people who only read his paper 
have one view of Freneaux’s “nega-
tive” attack campaign.  Those who 
follow him on Facebook probably 
see an even more intense focus on the 

FORUM AT INDIAN MOUND — Central City Councilman Wayne Messina (center) 
speaks during a candidates forum Monday night at Indian Mound Baptist Church.  May-
oral candidate Dave Freneaux is at left, and Council candidate Harry Rauls is at right.  
Messina responded this week to criticism Freneaux leveled about a flood insurance study.

	 CENTRAL - Councilman Wayne 
Messina said Wednesday the Cen-
tral City Council made a wise de-
cision to delay spending $115,000 
on a flood insurance study at last 
week’s meeting.
	 Councilman Aaron Moak, who 
proposed the spending, said it was 
urgently needed.
	 But Councilmen Messina, Tony 
LoBue, and Ralph Washington 
voted 3-1 to delay the spending, 
pending the passage of federal 
flood insurance legislation.
	 Mayoral candidate Dave Fre-
neaux blasted the three Council-
men and said it was uncertain 
whether or when federal flood in-
surance legislation would pass.
	 However, that same day the Unit-
ed States Senate passed the bill 
and sent it to the President’s desk.  
President Obama has announced 
he will sign the bill.
	 Since the federal legislation will 
slash flood insurance rates, Messina 

said the Council can now take a lit-
tle more time to determine what ac-
tion needs to be taken on the study.
	 The Councilman provided a 
timeline on the flood insurance 
study proposal:
	 • March 5, 2014 — U.S. House 
passed legislation repealing the 
Biggert Waters Act
	 • March 11, 2014 — Councilman 
Moak presented an ordinance to 
appropriate an additional $115,000 
for flood plain studies.  The Coun-
cil voted to delay the matter for 90 
days, in order to await federal leg-
islation.
	 • March 13, 2014 — Freneaux 
blasted Messina, LoBue, and 
Washington, saying it is doubtful 
the Senate would pass the bill.
	 • March 13, 2014 — The Senate 
passed the bill and sent it to Presi-
dent Obama.
	 • March 15, 2014 — The White 
House announced the President 
will sign the legislation.

negative.
	 Meanwhile, Jr. Shelton has stayed 
completely above the fray, saying 
nothing critical about Freneaux and 
largely ignoring Freneaux’s attacks.

HHH
	 TIME MANAGEMENT. In a 
campaign, just as in life, a candidate 
has to decide how to spend his time.  
While Jr. Shelton has been out walk-
ing door to door in every neighbor-
hood in Central, Freneaux has been 
tearing up Facebook.  It will be inter-
esting to see which candidate used his 
time most widely.

HHH
	 WORDS TO REMEMBER.  I 
seldom read Freneaux’s articles, but 
every once in awhile, someone sends 
me one they want me to see.  Today I 
received one, and it is must reading, 
a jewel, a bit of wisdom Freneaux 
wrote back on March 20, 2010, be-
fore Russell Starns launched him in 
the newspaper business.  
	 Here’s what Freneaux posted then:
	 “Often when people use negative 
politics in an effort to gain support 
for their candidates, it backfires.  The 
quickest way to lose MY vote is to 
tell me how bad your opponent is in-
stead of telling me how qualified you 
are and what a good job you will do if 
elected.”
	 Words worth remembering.

Continued from Page 1

CHIEF DOUG BROWNING ENDORSES SALSBURY — Central Police Chief Doug 
Browning (right) and his wife Cookie have announced they are endorsing James Salsbury 
to succeed Browning as Chief of Police in the April 5 election.  Salsbury currently serves 
Assistant Police Chief under Browning, who said Salsbury will make an outstanding chief.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 Jo
lic

e 
Pr

ov
os

t

Ph
ot

o 
by

W
oo

dy
 Je

nk
in

s



CITY NEWS  Thursday, March 20, 2014  3

Central Municipal Election Two Weeks Away

Jr. Shelton Has Kept Campaign Positive

City Council

Vote

Honest, Accessible, Conservative

• Married 21 years to John G. Fralick, Sr.
• Mother of 5 children
• 1990 Graduate UAM, BS in Animal Science
• 1995 Graduate of LSU School of Veterinary Medicine
• Resident of Central for 17 years
• Owner, Joor Rd. Veterinary Hospital for 15 years
• Member, Greenwell Springs Baptist Church for 8 Years
• Member, Central Community Alliance
• Conservative Republican for 27 years

 I WANT TO BE A PUBLIC SERVANT,
                   NOT A POLITICIAN!

Fralick
Dr.Kim

Contributions can be made to:
Kim Fralick, Campaign Fund

10403 Joor Road
Central, LA 70818

www.kimfralick.com

CITY
COUNCIL

• Married 21 years to John G. Fralick, Sr.
• Mother of five children
• 1990 Graduate UAM, BS in Animal
• Science
• 1995 Graduate of LSU School of
• Veterinary Medicine

• Resident of Central, 17 years
• Owner, Joor Rd. Vet Hosp., 15 years
• Member, Greenwell Springs Baptist
• Church, 8 years
• Member, Central Community Alliance
• Conservative Republican, 27 years

Contributions can be made to:
Kim Fralick, Campaign Fund, 10403 Joor Rd., Central, LA 70818

I WANT TO BE A PUBLIC SERVANT, NOT A POLITICIAN!
www.kimfralick.com

“I have many ideas about what needs to 
be done but my real job will be to listen to 
the people of Central and represent them.”

Endorsed by the Republican Party

Central Must Balance
Residential, Commercial
And Retail Development,
Mayoral Candidate Says
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Jeri Chaney asks a question.

Candidates forum at Indian Mound Jr. Shelton at Indian Mound

Mike Mannino asks a question. Candidates for Central city offices at Indian Mound Monday evening.

ahead of or behind the others.
	 “These three types of development 
have to work together,” he said.  “If 
you have retail and not enough peo-
ple, the retail closes.  If you have peo-
ple but not enough retail, people leave 
your community because it’s not serv-
ing their needs.  If you have people, 
but not enough commercial, too many 
people have to leave your community 
to work,” he said.
	 Shelton said right now Central has 
the people but lacks the retail and 
commercial development that are 
needed.
	 “More retail will make life more 
convenient and enjoyable.  How-
ever, if new businesses open and we 
don’t support them, Central will get a 
reputation as a place where you can’t 

make money and merchants will stay 
away from us.”
	 “Commercial development will 
give our people who are already here 
access to more, good-paying jobs 
close to home.  So we need to promote 
commercial development as well.”
	 Shelton said Central already has 
enough people to have an outstanding 
city. Moreover, they are well educated 
and well trained. “We have expertise 
in this community in virtually every 
field of endeavour,” he said.
	 Nevertheless, because of Central’s 
low crime rate and outstanding public 
and private schools, more people will 
continue to move here, and the city 
will have to prepare for that, he said.
	 Shelton said development needs to 
be controlled.  “One thing I will never 
do is undermine our rural atmosphere.  
That is one of our greatest strengths 
and reasons for existence,” he said.
	 At the top of his list of improve-
ments are a major drainage program 
and completion of state and local road 
projects such as Sullivan, Hooper, and 
Greenwell Springs roads and a new 
bridge across the Amite.

Continued from Page 1
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Freneaux

Mayor

Shelton

City Council (vote for up to five)

Frank Ellis Evans Fralick

City of Central
Candidates

April 5, 2014
Primary Election

1. Taxes.  What, if any, 
new city taxes would you 
support over next 4 years?

3. New Bridge.  Do you 
favor extending Hooper 
Road across Amite River
to Watson?

7. City Hall.  Do you 
favor construction of a 
new City Hall?

5. City Attorney.  Do 
you support retention 
of current City Attorney?

6. Sewer.  Should all new 
subdivisions be required 
to tie into parish sewer 
system?

4. Crime  Do you support 
capital punishment?

Yes

2. City Council Appor-
tionment.  How should 
Council members be 
chosen?

Yes

If a new subdivi-
sion is close to 
existing sewer 

lines, yes.  If it is 
too far away, then 
they should have 

on-site plant.

Short term, it’s 
okay to lease but 

long-term we 
need our own 

City Hall.

In the future but 
not at this time.  

Use our surplus for 
more urgent infra-

structure needs. 

No new 
taxes

Five single-
member districts 
and two Council 
members elected 

at-large

Yes

No
I would like to 
contract out the 

work for one year 
on a trial basis

With only three 
city employees, 

there is no neces-
sity for a multi-
million dollar 

project.More questions on Page 6

Dupuy

Yes

No
Some areas are 

too far from parish 
sewer lines for this 

to be feasible.

A combination 
of single member 
districts and at-
large.  I haven’t 
decided on total 

number.

I am generally 
opposed to any 

new taxes.

Yes

It appears the 
city is paying 
too much for 
the current 

City Attorney.

I am not sure 
this is feasible 

at this time.

Five single-
member districts 
and two Council 
members elected 
at-large.  Existing 
five members is 

too small.

Yes

The current 
City Attorney 

and other 
applicants 

should apply 
for 

consideraton.
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Candidates Respond to GOP Questions

	 CENTRAL - Here are comments 
from candidates for Mayor, Police 
Chief, and City Council in Cen-
tral’s April 5 municipal elections.
These answers are taken from ques-
tionnaires the candidates filled out 
from the Republican Party of East Ba-
ton Rouge Parish.  Some candidates 
chose not to answer questions sub-
mitted by the party.  The grid above 
shows the candidates’ answers that 
could be summarized briefly.  The an-
swers below include some of the can-
didates’ more extended answers to the 
other questions.

JR. SHELTON
Candidate for Mayor

	 Biography: Lifelong resident of 
East Baton Rouge Parish • 1969 
Graduate of Broadmoor High School 
• 1973 Graduate of LSU School of 
Business, BS in Business Adminis-
tration • Married 39 years to Rita M. 
Shelton • Four Children • Six Grand-
children • 36 year resident of Central 

• 47 year member of Broadmoor Bap-
tist Church • Deacon 41 years • Busi-
ness owner, 37 years, Shelboze, Inc. 
• Central Private Board Member, 16 
years • V.P. of Central Private Board 
and Finance Chairman • Central Pri-

Extended Comments on Key Issues by Central Candidates

I oppose any new 
or increased taxes 

unless all other 
means fail to 

provide essential 
services.

Shelton

vate School Board 
Member Emeritus • 
Member of The Re-
publican Parish Ex-
ecutive Committee 
• Realtor with C.J. 
Brown • Chairman, 
C.J. Brown Agents’ 
Council • Former 
member and board 
member of Baton 
Rouge Homebuilders Association
	 Q. Why are you offering yourself 
for service as Mayor of the City of 
Central? 
	 A. JR. SHELTON: We were in-
corporated in 2005 as a city and I do 
not believe we have been given the 
leadership necessary to move the city 
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City Council (continued)

Yes

None

Yes

I favor an estab-
lished Com-

munity Center 
with city offices, 
meeting rooms, 
and community 

areas.

Messina Moak Rauls Washington Clark Salsbury

No

Gardner

At some 
point we 
need our 

own 
buildings

Police Chief

Vance

Five single-
member districts 
and two Council 
members elected 

at-large

Yes

Yes

Yes

Five single-
member districts 
and two Council 
members elected 

at-large

Yes

There should 
be an honest, 
open process 

to select a 
new City 
Attorney.

Tough ques-
tion.  Much 
of Central is 
rural.  That 

makes it 
difficult.

Construct a 
new City Hall.  
We have $1.9 

million in state 
funds for it.

I could only 
support taxes 

which are 
voted on by 
the people of 

Central.

Five single-
member districts 
and two Council 
members elected 

at-large

Yes

Yes

Single-member 
districts and two 
Council members 
elected at-large

I favor a new 
bridge not at 

Hooper but further 
north at Denham 

or Hwy. 64

I need more 
information 

before 
making a 
decision

I have no prob-
lem with the 
City Attorney 
but prefer it 

competitively 
bid.

Yes but only if 
parish lines are 
available and 

not at capacity.

1. 
Taxes

2. 
City

Council

3. 
New

Bridge

4. 
Crime

5. 
City

Attorney

6. 
Sewer

7. 
City Hall

Five single-
member districts 
and two Council 
members elected 

at-large

Yes

No

We need more 
infrastructure, 
and we need 
professional 

advice to deter-
mine a policy.

With only three 
city employees, 
I think leasing 
is out best op-
tion right now.

Yes, especially 
for vicious 

crimes involv-
ing mass killing, 
rapes, children or 

the elderly.

Let’s see who 
the new mayor 
appoints.  We 
should control 

his hours, and it 
should be full-
time position.

Yes

We should 
build a new 
City Hall.

No new 
taxes

No new 
taxes
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on Central Municipal Election Issues

forward to provide the citizens with 
the goods and services, safety, and 
economic development needed to 
underwrite the lives of our citizens. 
I believe I am the person who can do 
that, unselfishly and with indepen-

dent thought, owing no one person or 
group, but rather owing my service to 
all of the citizens of Central.
	 Q. Four years from now, what 
specifically would you hope to have 
accomplished as a Mayor? 

	 A. JR. SHELTON: I want our eco-
nomic development to be a model 
for municipalities across the nation. 
I want our citizens to have a trust 
in their government that gives them 
confidence that every decision made 
is done so with their interests first 
and foremost. I’d hope they would 
be happy with the progress made on 
infrastructure improvements with re-
gard to streets, drainage and sewer-
age. Four years is really a short time 

in the life of a city, but while I be-
lieve we can accomplish the afore-
mentioned items, we need to produce 
a long range plan that is the stepping 
stone to great things for Central. If 
we don’t have a road map of where 
we are trying to go, we won’t get 
anywhere.
	 Q. In your opinion, what is the 
purpose of and what are the limits 
of civil government? 

Candidate Questionnaires
All Candidates for Central’s Mayor, Police Chief, 

and City Council Are Republicans
The GOP invited all candidates to complete a six-page 
questionnaire on issues affecting Central. They were also 
asked to document their claims of residency, university 
degrees, military service, and other credentials.  Most of 
the candidates completed that questionnaire.  The can-
didates’ answers are public, and the Central City News 
is publishing them here. A grid showing summaries of 
the responses to some questions is found on pages 4-7.  
Some of the more detailed answers are found below.  
Note: Some of the candidates chose not to answer the questions or to 
provide any information on their campaigns to the newspaper.  Others did 
not answer the questionnaire but did provide us with a statement.  We 
are publishing their statements at the end of this article.

See Page 6, Column 1

No new 
taxes
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Freneaux

Mayor

Shelton

City Council (vote for up to five)

Ellis Fralick

City of Central
Candidates

April 5, 2014
Primary Election

8. City Center.  Do you 
favor construction of a 
Town Center or City Cen-
ter in the City of Central?

10. Red Light Cameras.  
Do you favor use of Red 
Light Cameras in Central?

14. Major Influences.  
What have been the major 
influences on your life?

12. Public Records.  Will 
you vigorously support 
access to public records?

13. Constitution.  From 
10 to 1, should it be 
“strictly constructed” (10) 
or be considered a “living 
document”(1)?

11. Privatization.  Do you 
support continued privati-
zation of city government?

9. The Loop.  Do you 
favor construction of the 
Baton Rouge Loop?

Work with 
private enter-

prise on vision 
of development 
next to new City 

Hall.

No

Trying to model 
my life on the way 
Jesus lived his life, 

my parents and 
grandparents, my 
wife Anita, and 

becoming a father.

No
I vigorously 

oppose the Loop.

Jesus Christ and 
his example of 

Servanthood.  My 
wife and children 

as examples of 
unconditional love.

EvansFrankDupuy

Yes but it should 
be done by 

private enter-
prise.  The city 
should not be in 
the development 

business.

No
an unmanned 

program is truly 
set up to increase 

revenues.

Yes
if contractor ad-
heres to contract, 
is open and hon-
est, and there is 
strict oversight.

Yes
requests should 

be honored 
timely within the 
legal framework 
thru City Clerk.

10

Faith in Jesus.  
My conservative 

upbringing.  
My family.  
My church.  

My desire to live a 
life of integrity.

If a new City Hall 
is built, it should 
be paid for by the 

city.  Any commer-
cial development 
should be done by 
private enterprise.

No. When the 
City Council 

considered the 
Loop, I gathered 
signatures against 

the Loop and 
spoke against it.

No
I am opposed 
to Red Light 

Cameras

Yes
as long as checks 
and balances are 
in effect.  It is a 
wise use of tax-
payer money.

Yes
we should make 

them as accessible 
as possible. Save 
money by having 

City Clerk 
handle this.

10

No
citizens deserve 
traffic enforce-
ment by human 
beings in uni-

forms.

I favor managed 
privatization 
where a city 

employee/man-
ager oversees the 
private company 
performing the 
required tasks.

Yes, I favor 
Transparency in 

Government.  Of-
ficials who try to 

hide public records 
are often conceal-
ing much larger 

problems.

9 to 10
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for themselves and their families the 
lifestyle they so choose.
	 Q. What if any new taxes would 
you support? 
	 A. JR. SHELTON: I am, as a rule, 
against any new taxes. I believe that 
new taxes are a cop out on not trying 
to reduce spending or move monies 

	 A. JR. SHELTON: Government, 
in my opinion should work in the 
background of the lives of its citi-
zens. That is to say, we should first 
provide for the safety, health and 
welfare of our citizens by being cer-
tain we give them the right to make 

decisions without government be-
ing intrusive, but by our laws and 
ordinances being fair and collec-
tively ensuring the opportunity for 
the peaceful living they want. I be-
lieve if government works right, it 
is not talked about by citizens. We 
should be a facilitator of progress, 

not the determining factor of some-
one’s success of failure. Government 
should not be a candy store handing 
out samples, but rather it should 
be an entity that puts into place the 
mechanisms that allow citizens to 
live their lives, without infringing on 
other’s rights, in a way that provides 

Continued from Page 5

15110 Wax Road
www.recorddentalcenter.com

261.1580

Oral and IV sedation available 
for anxious patients!

Dentistry for the Whole Family

Open Daily Mon.-Fri. • 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Call For an Appointment
Accepting New Patients

Walk-ins Welcome

Like us on Facebook for updated hours, contests, and giveaways.  Check out www.recorddentalcenter.com
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City Council (continued)

My mother and 
father and the 

way they 
raised me.

My teachers
and my coaches.

Family and 
friends.

Messina Moak Rauls Washington Clark

For our city, 
I do not see 

a need

Yes

Gardner

Police Chief

SalsburyVance

My family

Need more 
information

No

Need more
control

7

Municipal build-
ing should be 

built by the city.  
Commercial 
development 

should be by pri-
vate developers.

No

I am totally 
against this.  

My opinion is 
it is about 

money.

Yes
All requests should 

go through City 
Clerk.  Requests 

should themselves 
be public records.

Yes
We are unique.

8

It’s a two-edged 
sword that 

could somewhat 
improve public 
safety but it is 

mainly a money 
raiser. I am not re-
ally in favor of it

5

City Government 
should have its 

own public build-
ings but not get 

into the develop-
ment business

No

Yes

I have in the 
past, and I 

will continue 
to do so.

Growing up in a 
rural area, I have 

values typical 
to that area and 

was raised in the 
church, believing 
in God. My goal 
is to always be a 

good Man.

I favor a City 
Complex with 

community 
center. But com-
mercial develop-
ment by private 

enterprise.

No
I OPPOSE a loop 
through Central.  
It needs to run 

north of Central.

No
I am opposed 
to Red Light 

Cameras

8. 
City Center

9. 
The Loop

10. 
Red Light 
Cameras

11. 
Privatization

12. 
Public 

Records

13. 
Constitution

14. 
Major 

Influences

Yes, private 
industry can 

do a better job, 
and Central will 
know the cost 
and budget ac-

cordingly.

Yes

8

The city should 
spend its money 
on infrastructure 
needs instead of 
a City Center.

No

Could improve 
public safety and 
produce revenues 
but there are con-
stitutional issues, 
including right to 
your day in court.

Should be con-
stantly evaluated 
to get most fis-

cally responsible 
services. It pro-
vides flexibility 

to meet our needs

Yes
transparency 
encourages 
integrity.

10
Our 

Forefathers
got it right!

God and 
family.
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from one purpose to another. In Cen-
tral, for the most part, our expenses 
are fixed. We have enjoyed over a mil-
lion-dollar surplus for the last several 
years. However, I believe most of the 
surplus is derived from not provid-
ing services to our city. With careful 
planning, I believe we can do more 

without having to raise taxes. Cen-
tral will reach unprecedented growth 
in the next few years and that is why 
our economic development must be 
planned in a way that ensures the 
success of each part: Commercial, 
Retail and Residential. We operate 
with only a sales tax, no property 

taxes, and if any one of these parts 
of economic development over de-
velops, then none will be successful. 
	 Q. What specific changes could 
be in Central’s budget to ensure 
the best prioritization of use of 
public funds? 
	 A. JR. SHELTON. As stated 

above, I believe our surplus is con-
trived by not providing all the ser-
vices we can for our citizens. As of 
now, our dedicated funds for road 
improvements and drainage are not 
being utilized to the fullest extent 
that they can be. Our DPW depart-

See Page 8, Column 1
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Central City Council Candidates Tell

Where you’re not a number, you’re a friend!
Fast Convenient Service • 13565 Hooper Road

262-6200

We offer BHRT compounding as well as other drug compounds.
We now administer all types of immunizations!

For your convenience, an appointment is needed for
Cholesterol and A1C Testing

• Cholesterol Testing
• A1C Testing
• PT/INR
• Blood Pressure Checks
• Blood Sugar Checks

Home Health Products
 • Walkers
 • Wheelchairs
 • Bathroom Supplies
 • Diabetic Supplies

ment is contracted out and I believe 
we need to review that contract to 
add to it services our citizens are now 
lacking. We can still budget a surplus 
each year to protect ourselves for fu-
ture and unknown emergencies. 
	 Q. Would you oppose the com-
mitment of public funds for pro-
moting fairs, festivals, concerts, 
conventions, or other activities in 
Central? 
	 A. JR. SHELTON: As a small 
community operating only on sales 
taxes, I don’t believe we have the 
luxury of being able to “gamble” on 
a payoff of giving public funds for 
private activities, hoping for a bigger 
return. So my answer is yes, I would 
oppose it.
	 Q. What, if any, do you believe 
is the appropriate role for the City 
Council in addressing the crime 
problem? 
	 A. JR. SHELTON: The City Coun-
cil needs to take the leadership role 
in providing safety for our citizens. 

They should allocate necessary 
funds upon the request of our Po-
lice Department that will help deter 
any crime within our city, no matter 
the severity of that crime. The big-
gest deterrent to crime, I believe, is 
a strong, outward show of resistance 
before it becomes an uncontrollable 
situation. 
	 Q. Do you feel the war on drugs 
has been effective or ineffective? 
	 A. JR. SHELTON: Most would 
probably say it has not been effec-
tive. My answer is where would we 
be if there were no “war on drugs”? 
The problem with this “war” is 
there’s so much money involved that 
the bad guys refuse to give up. Drugs 
will destroy society. I would be will-
ing to see harsher sentences, carried 
out to the fullest extent. I do believe 
the war is worth battling. Whether 
we are effective will never be deter-
mined, but if we quit, we are guaran-
teed failure. 
	 Q. What would be the single 
most important way to help small 

businesses grow and expand in 
Central? 
	 A. JR. SHELTON: Create an in-
viting environment for businesses 
to operate. By that, do not approve 
intrusive, restrictive ordinances that 
discourage businesses. 
	 Q. Do you favor construction of 
a City Center by the City of Cen-
tral or leaving it to private enter-
prise? 
	 A. JR. SHELTON. The free en-
terprise system should always take 
precedence over government inter-
vention. The city has no business in 
the development business and com-
peting with private developers. 
	 Q. Do you favor construction 
of a new City Hall or continue to 
lease space for City Hall? 
	 A. JR. SHELTON: With only 
three city employees, no one has 
convinced me of the necessity for 
a multi-million dollar project for a 
City Hall. I am fine with a leased 
space until we have the need for 
more space that would dictate our 

own building.
	 Q. Do you believe in increasing 
access by citizens to public records 
and meetings of the Mayor’s Of-
fice, the City Council, and the city 
contractor, in accordance with the 
Louisiana Constitution, the Public 
Records Law, and the Open Meet-
ings Law? 
	 A. JR. SHELTON.  Absolutely. The 
request should be made; the request 
should be honored within the le-
gal timeframe. No one should im-
pede this process. The city attorney 
DOES NOT have to be involved in 
these request, as the City Clerk is an 
attorney and can handle the process 
expeditiously. 
	 Q. Will you support continued 
privatization of city departments, 
agencies, services, or functions, in 
the way that the City of Central 
has done in the past? 
	 A. JR. SHELTON: Yes. As long 
as the contractor adheres to the con-
tract, is open and honest with the 

	 CENTRAL - Four years ago, Dr. Tony 
LoBue ran first out of nine candidates 
for the Central City Council.  He re-
ceived 5,282 votes — 2,000 more 
votes than either of the two candidates 
for mayor that year.  Today Dr. LoBue, 
who is not running for reelection, an-
nounced his endorsement of Jr. Shelton 
for Mayor of Central: “As I reflect on 
my time as a councilman, I am hum-
bled with the outpouring of kind words 
and sincere support the citizens of Cen-
tral have so willingly given to me.”  
	 “It has been an interesting four years.   
There have been some hilltops and 
some valleys, but through it all, the 
City of Central is a unique place to live 
with many caring people.  I am grateful 
to have served this great community.  
I decided to embark on this endeavor 
because I wanted to give back and to 
serve the citizens of Central.  I have al-
ways kept in mind that I was working 
for you, the people.  Thank you for put-
ting your trust in me!”
	 “Because of my own business and 
the desire for more family time, I have 
chosen not to seek re-election.”  
	 “As we move forward into the next 
term, there are many challenges ahead. 
The upcoming election is very impor-
tant to move us in the right direction.  I 
know that Jr. Shelton will be the right 
candidate for mayor to lead our city.  
I am confident that he will work well 
with the citizens of Central and the City 
Council..”
	 “He is a man of integrity whom I 
have had the privilege of getting to 
know within the past four years. Please 
consider giving him your support! May 
God continue to bless our community. 
Very sincerely yours, Tony LoBue.”

Dr. Tony LoBue
Backs Jr. Shelton
In Mayor’s Race

Councilman Dr. Tony and Judy LoBue

Continued from Page 7
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INDEPENDENT LEADERSHIP

JR. SHELTON
Candidate for
Mayor
City of Central
April 5, 2014

PLAN OF ACTION for City of Central

Paid for by Jr. Shelton for Mayor

citizens and there is strict oversight 
by the Mayor as to their work, then 
privatized services can be a success. 
Not all companies can provide this 
however. The first contractor we 
had as a city, in my opinion, was 
not forthcoming with the citizens or 
elected officials and didn’t provide 
the services in a professional man-
ner. Our current contractor, IBTS, 
has restored the public’s confidence 
and provided the services in a pro-
fessional way. They seem eager to 
work within the city’s oversight. 

DAVE FRENEAUX
Candidate for Mayor

	 Did not respond to questionnaire. 
RALPH WASHINGTON

Candidate for City Council
	 Q. If you have held elected of-
fice, what policies or bills were 
hallmarks of your service? 
	 A. RALPH WASHINGTON: I 
have served on the City Council and 
as Mayor Pro-Tem since the first day 
of incorporation in July 2005. It has 
been an honor to be on the ground 

how it impacts our lives.
DR. KIM FRALICK

Candidate for City  Council
	 Q. Why are you offering your-
self for service as a City Council 
Member? 

specifically would you hope to 
have accomplished as a Council 
member? 
	 A. DR. KIM FRALICK: I hope to 
have helped develop a concise plan 
of action for retail growth in Central. 
I will work to make sure our city 
council will be elected by districts 
in the next election. I will work with 
our P&Z to iron out the kinks that 
still exist in our Zoning Ordinances. 
I will help institute better communi-
cation between the elected officials 
and the citizens through town hall 
meetings, neighborhood meetings 
and media of different forms.
	 Q. In your opinion, what is the 
purpose of and what are the limits 
of civil government? 
	 A. DR. KIM FRALICK: The pur-
pose of government is to ensure the 
individual rights of all citizens are 
protected. Civil government should 
be limited by the governed people, 
its constitution and a system of 
checks and balances. 

	 Q. Do you feel the “war on 
drugs” has been effective or inef-
fective? Why or why not? 
	 A. DR. KIM FRALICK: Ineffec-
tive. Government cannot address the 
problems of the heart. Drug misuse, 
prescription or non-prescription is a 
spiritual problem. I do believe, how-
ever in faith-based initiatives and 
support them. 
	 Q. What would be the single 
most important way to help small 
businesses grow and expand in 
Central? 
	 The citizens must support the local 
businesses and the elected officials 
must seek those businesses that are 
needed and the citizens will support. 
This will entail a current Feasibility 
Study. I also believe that certain tax 
incentives could be explored as well.

WAYNE MESSINA
Candidate for City Council

	 Q. What are the major influ-
ences on your life? 

Washington

Fralick

floor of creating 
a completely new 
city in a conserva-
tive, free enterprise 
model, unlike any 
other in Louisiana. 
We are completely 
privatized. Our city 
of 27,000 has a city 
government with 
only two employ-
ees. Everything is contracted out to 
a private, non-profit organization 
called IBTS, which has 26 of their 
employees assigned to Central. We 
have an annual budget of $6.3 mil-
lion and have a surplus of more than 
$1.3 million a year. Our accumulated 
surplus is now almost $20 million, 
which makes it possible to make 
needed infrastructure improvements 
without going into debt. We have 
created a positive environment for 
families or anyone to live with low 
crime and great public school system. 
Although the Council is not respon-
sible for our school system in Cen-
tral it has been very supportive and 
helped create an economic climate 
for the school system to prosper. I 
have worked to make sure that our 
council takes a strong stand in favor 
of public access to public records and 
open meetings. In addition, we have 
completed a Master Plan that should 
guide development for years to come. 
	 Q. Why are you offering your-
self for service as a City Council 
member? 
	 A. RALPH WASHINGTON.  I 
believe I have made a difference in 
the past and that I can continue to 
make a difference for the next four 
years. We still have much to do, and 
I would be honored to be part of it.  
	 Q. Four years from now, what 
specifically would you hope to 
have accomplished as a Council 
member? 
	 A. RALPH WASHINGTON: 
Better infrastructure with roads and 
sewer. Better services to our people, 
and a new contract between the City 
of Central and the city contractor.  
	 Q. In your opinion, what is the 
purpose of and what are the limits 
of civil government? 
	 A. RALPH WASHINGTON: I 
think government should be limited 
in its involvement in our lives. We 
should be concerned about public 
safety and the physical development 
of the city but it should be limited in 

	 A. DR. KIM 
FRALICK: I have 
spent the last three 
years attending 
council meetings, 
committee meet-
ings, workshops 
and other planning 
activities. I have 
diligently worked 
to keep myself in-
formed and educated. I believe af-
ter these observations that I have 
enough knowledge and experience 
to run for the office of City Council. 
I have a desire to serve the commu-
nity and would strive to fairly repre-
sent all the citizens of Central.
	 Q. Four years from now, what 

Why They Are Offering Themselves

See Page 10, Column 1

Road Improvements
Comprehensive 
		  Drainage Plan
Economic Development
Independent Leadership
Endorsed by 
Capital Region 
	 Homebuilders Association
Governmental Relations/Board PAC
	 Trustees of the Greater Baton Rouge 	
	 REALTORS
Republican Party of East Baton Rouge

Continued from Page 8
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Voters Will Elect Five Members of the
Early Voting Begins
March 22, Continues
Through March 29
For Central Elections
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Paid for by Harry Rauls Campaign

	 A. WAYNE MESSINA. My 
family. How I was raised by my 
mother and father. My teachers 
and coaches. 
	 Q. If you have held elected of-
fice, what policies or bills were 
hallmarks of your service? 
	 A. WAYNE MESSINA. The 
contract with IBTS, UDC, Ar-
chitectural Design passed. We 
brought the Counsel on Aging to 
Central. Term limits passed. Dis-

right to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness. This is stated in the 
Preamble to our Constitution. 
	 Q. Do you feel the “war on 
drugs” has been effective or inef-
fective? Why or why not? 
	 A. WAYNE MESSINA. I would 
hate to think where we would be 
as a nation if we did not have the 
“War on Drugs”. It is as effective as 
the court system will allow it to be.
	 Q. Do you support capital pun-
ishment? Yes.
	 Q. What would be the single 
most important way to help 
small businesses grow and ex-
pand in Central? 
	 A. WAYNE MESSINA: Friend-
ly, welcoming environment by the 
leaders of Central. Show them we 
are behind them and we are busi-
ness friendly.

specifically would you hope to 
have accomplished as a Council 
member? 
	 A. JOHN VANCE: I hope to re-
turn belief in local government to 
act responsibly and with integrity. 
Our city will continue to grow and 
with good leadership we will grow 
in a manner that will be in the best 
interest of citizens of Central.
	 Q. In your opinion, what is the 
purpose of and what are the lim-
its of civil government? 
	 A. JOHN VANCE: The purpose 
of local government is to enact 
the voice of the people. The local 
government should protect and 
promote the safety, wellness and 
prosperity of the citizens they rep-
resent. All of the duties should be 
conducted within the laws of the 
state and federal government and 
most of all within the Constitution. 
	 Q. What would be the single 
most important way to help 
small businesses grow and ex-
pand in Central? 
	 A. JOHN VANCE: Ensure the 
government does not interfere with 
or create obstacles that prevent 
local businesses from being com-
petitive. In short, the government 
needs to get out of the way and al-
low local business to make their 
own decisions.

HARRY RAULS
Candidate for City Council

	 Q. If you have held elected of-
fice, what policies or bills were 
hallmarks of your service? 
	 A. HARRY RAULS: Have nev-
er run for elected office other than 
business, social, or civic organiza-

tions. Currently appointed to Cen-
tral P&Z since 2010 and have par-
ticipated in Central’s Master Plan, 
new Comprehensive Zoning Plan, 
Governmental and School System 
committees. 
	 Q. Why are you offering your-
self for service as a City Council 
member? 
	 A. HARRY RAULS: I believe 
Central is positioned, and has all 
the attributes, to be one of the 
leading cities in the state. But we 
must insure uncontrolled growth 
does not overwhelm our resources 
and Central’s quality of life. The 
Councilmen we elect to serve for 
the next four years are vital to the 
successful future growth of the 
City of Central. I believe I have 
the maturity, experience, integrity, 
independence, fiscal responsibil-

RaulsMessina Vance

tricts passed but 
were vetoed.
	 Q. Four years 
from now, what 
specifically would 
you hope to have 
accomplished as a 
Council member? 
	 A. WAYNE 
MESSINA. Bring 
back Central pride. 
Economic development. Districts 
with two at large if that is what the 
people want. A Greenwell Springs 
BREC park and RV Park.
	 Q. In your opinion, what is the 
purpose of and what are the lim-
its of civil government? 
	 A. WAYNE MESSINA. To en-
sure that there will not be anarchy. 
There must be “Law” but that law 
should not infringe upon a person’s 

JOHN VANCE
Candidate for 
City Council

	 Q. Why are you 
offering yourself 
for service as a 
City Council mem-
ber?
	 A. JOHN VANCE: 
I have become dis-
appointed in the way our city gov-
ernment operates. It seems that 
private interest and personal rela-
tionships have become more im-
portant than doing what is right for 
the citizens of Central. Some citi-
zens are equipped to support the 
leaders and some are equipped to 
lead. I believe my life experiences 
have equipped me to lead. 
	 Q. Four years from now, what 

ity, moral character, 
and the commitment 
to serve only in the 
best interest of the 
citizens of Central.
	 Q. Four years 
from now, what 
specifically would 
you hope to have 
accomplished as a 
Council member?
	 A. HARRY RAULS: A more 
equal representation of area citi-
zens in city government via dis-
tricts or possibly Home Rule 
Charter. Completed or improving 
street and sewer infrastructure 
projects and improved flood con-
trol. Steady and sustain Economic 
Development. Expanded profes-
sional, business, educational, and 

Continued from Page 9 
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See Page 14, Col. 1

medical facilities. Improved com-
munity sports, music, arts, cultural 
and entertainment activities for 
area youth. Expanded and viable 
community college. Retirement 
living village and senior citizens 
assisted living facilities. An estab-
lished Community Center with city 
offices, meeting rooms, and com-
munity areas. Fiscal responsibility 
and balanced city budget. A secure 
and safe city with great police and 
fire protection. 
	 Q. In your opinion, what is the 
purpose of and what are the lim-
its of civil government? 
	 A. HARRY RAULS: I equate 
civil government as the local grass 
roots beginning point of all gov-
ernment, i.e. All government is lo-
cal. It affects where you live. You 
want it to be unintrusive to let you 
do as you please, but when your 
rights are being disturbed by your 
neighbor, rules for you and your 
neighbors and surrounding com-
munity are formed into a civil gov-
ernments. They form a Parish, a 
State, a Nation. Limits of the civil 
government are those rules gov-
erning your local community on a 
local basis. 
	 Q. What would be the single 
most important way to help 
small businesses grow and ex-
pand in Central? 
	 A. HARRY RAULS: We need 
a strong Chamber of Commerce 
which provides business classes, 
seminars, and leadership training. 
In my opinion, our current Cham-
ber is more of a business to busi-
ness lunch and social club. I would 
also suggest sponsoring a Central 
Jr. Chamber of Commerce to en-
courage new business startups, 
support and training, and commu-
nity involvement. 
	 Q. Should the City Council be 
apportioned by single member 

districts, at-large, divisions, or a 
combination? How many mem-
bers should the Council have? 
	 A. HARRY RAULS: With a city 
of 66 miles and 28,000 residents, 
I believe we need districts for bet-
ter area representation. I prefer five 
districts with two at-large as was 
approved by the present council and 
then vetoed by the current mayor. 
Having just five districts will result 
in the same 3-2 split we currently 
have. That is why we need two at-
large to be concerned for the over-
all city benefit on a majority vote. 
I would also recommend the at-
large elected by the largest vote be 
the Mayor pro-tem, thereby being 
elected by all Central voters. This 
gives each Central voter a voice in 
his area as well as a voice for the 
city as a whole. Seven Councilmen 
also give the advantage of using 
standing committees. Complaints 
of bigger government are easily 
offset by better citizen representa-
tion and management. Additional 
cost is easily offset by realloca-
tion of the Mayor’s Economic De-
velopment budget which has only 
been wasted for eight years with 
no economic development to speak
of. Two additional Councilmen 
will cost less than about half that. 

SHANE EVANS
Candidate for City Council

	 Q. What are the major influ-
ences on your life?
The major influences on my life 
are learning and trying to model 
my life on the way Jesus lived his 
life, my parents and grandparents, 
my wife Anita, and becoming a fa-
ther. 
	 Q. Why are you offering your-
self for service as a City Council 
member? 
	 A. SHANE EVANS: Because I 
feel that Central has given me and 
my family many gifts, which have 

included a deep sense of com-
munity, lifelong friendships, safe 
schools that have been a bless-
ing to my children and a sense of 
pride in what we are and what we 
can become. I feel I owe a debt to 
Central for these things and hope 
to repay it through service as a City 
Councilman.
	 Q. Four years from now, what 
specifically would you hope to 
have accomplished as a Council 
member? 
	 A. SHANE EVANS: In four 
years, I hope to have been a part 
of a team effort that has enhanced 
public safety in Central, as well as 
addressing infrastructure improve-
ments that are planned and execut-
ed in a very fiscally responsible 
manner. I also hope to have been 
able to review and readdress cer-

sets and infrastructure. To identify 
and entice business, recreational 
and residential development that 
will be positive long term assets to 
the city, aesthetically, socially and 
economically. I believe the limits 
of a city government should be to 
the duties outlined above. What 
that means to me is that it is a city 
government’s duty to focus on 
those items while remaining vigi-
lant to not unnecessarily interfere 
with law-abiding citizens lives, or 
the use of their private property.
	 Q. What would be the single 
most important way to help 
small businesses grow and ex-
pand in Central? 
	 A. SHANE EVANS: Not to 
impose overly burdensome build-
ing restrictions on new commer-
cial construction. I will go further 
and add that home-based business 
should be encouraged, rather than 
the current anti-home-based busi-
ness environment that exists. Some 
of this country’s greatest business-
es started in garages. 
	 Q. Should the City Council be 
apportioned by single member 
districts, at-large, divisions, or a 
combination? How many mem-
bers should the Council have? 
	 A. SHANE EVANS: As a result 
of my experiences on the campaign 
trail, and speaking with many Cen-
tral residents, I believe that the 
City Council should consist of five 
district council persons, and two 
at large for a total of seven. I ob-
served at a recent council meeting 
that one was absent due to illness, 
and another barely made it due to 

Evans

tain overly restric-
tive components of 
the City of Central 
zoning require-
ments pertaining 
to rural residential 
properties. 
	 Q. In your opin-
ion, what is the pur-
pose of and what 
are the limits of 
civil government? 
	 A. SHANE EVANS: To provide 
adequate police, fire and emer-
gency medical services to ensure 
comprehensive coverage for the 
community. Careful identification, 
approval, planning and inspection 
of both private and civil engineer-
ing projects and diligent mainte-
nance and stewardship of city as-

City Council from Among 11 Candidates

www.tradeconstruction.com

17043 Joor Rd, Zachary, LA 70791 

T 225.654.7741 F 225.654.7763

Trading The righT maTchbox cars as a kid was often 
a tough decision. Finding the right company to handle your pipe 
fabrication, pipeline equipment and industrial construction needs 
is not. Trade Construction is privately owned and smaller than 
some of our competitors, which means we react quickly and 
make changes that efficiently meet our customers’ needs. Quality 
work, customer satisfaction and no red tape… it’s how we roll.

WannaTrade?
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Things Were Not as They Seemed at Debate

One Candidate Had
A Big Advantage:
He Wrote Questions
Used in the Debate
the debate that Freneaux had written 
some of the questions, Ron Erickson 
of the Chamber and Harry Rauls of 
the CCA allowed the debate to go for-
ward. Neither insisted that the ques-
tions written by Freneaux be removed 
from the debate or that the debate be 
canceled. Nor did they inform candi-
date Jr. Shelton that Freneaux knew 
some of the questions in advance.
	 When he learned the Friday after the 
debate of what had happened, Shelton 

said he felt something was not right 
in the debate because of the “attack” 
questions and the fact that Freneaux 
seemed to be reading his answers to 
certain questions. “Apparently, he 
wrote the questions himself and then 
wrote out the answers. I didn’t have 
that advantage. Before the debate, I 
saw him in the hall practicing reading 
something he had written,” Shelton 
said. Shelton said he felt an apology 
was in order from the Central Cham-
ber and the CCA for allowing the de-

bate to go forward.
	 The confidentiality of the questions 
was made clear in numerous emails 
among the debate organizers, includ-
ing emails sent to Freneaux and Shel-
ton. Under the rules, the questions 
had to be placed in sealed envelopes 
and not shown to anyone.
	 However, in a meeting just before 
the debate, the breach of protocol was 
made known to the organizers. Those 
responsible for questions were Rod-
ney Bonvillain, Angela Summerville, 

Ted McCulley, and Lucky Ross. Just 
before the debate, they met with or-
ganizers Ron Erickson of the Cham-
ber and Harry Rauls of CCA. At that 
time, Rauls asked each of those re-
sponsible for the questions if they had 
shown them to anyone.
	 The Central City News sent emails 
to each of the six individuals in the 
meeting. We asked if Dave Freneaux 
knew any of the questions in advance 
or if he wrote any of the questions.

Continued from Page 1

Apparently, he wrote the questions himself and then wrote out “the answers. I didn’t have that advantage. Before the debate, I saw 
him in the hall practicing reading something he had written.	
	        	 — Jr. Shelton, Candidate for Mayor of Central ”

Freneaux Was Told Questions Were to Be Confidential
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See Page 16, Col. 1

MAYORAL DEBATE — Neither candidate Jr. Shelton (right) nor moderator Phil Rainier (center) knew that candidate Dave Freneaux already had some of the questions.
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1) I pledge transparency in government. Taxpayers 
are entitled to the full set of facts when it comes to 
government operation, and the expenditure of our tax 
dollars. 

2) I pledge accountability and accessibility to all of the 
people that live in Central. I want to be your voice in 
important matters before the Council.

3) Central First! I pledge to work towards careful 
planning and zoning that puts Central businesses and 
residents FIRST. Smart, conservative growth is the key to 
Central’s success for the future. 

4) I promise to work towards enhancing public safety 
in Central and fully supporting those public safety 
professionals that serve us. 

Shane and Anita Evans

Vote Shane Evans

“A bridge has no allegiance to either side.”
~ Les Coleman

Paid for by the Shane Evans Campaign

Harry Rauls, president of Central Community Alliance, said:
...the Central Community Alliance and the Central Chamber of Commerce worked dili-
gently together to present a balanced and unbiased Mayoral Debate... Both Candidates, 
the CCA, and the Chamber understood the importance of protecting the integrity 
of the questions from being known in advance of the debate by candidate or pub-
lic. In the meeting to present the sealed questions to the Moderator, it was dis-
closed that the questions from one candidate, Dave Freneaux, had in fact not only 
seen his questions, but he had just emailed his questions that afternoon to his 
panelist... Hindsight is great. The panelists had no way of knowing that Mr. Freneaux 
would use prepared, well-rehearsed, and negative comments about Mr. Shelton. He did. 
In hindsight, we could have switched questions, or even called the debate compromised 
and canceled it.  We did not... As President of the CCA, I am totally responsible for
our actions in this debate, and I apologize for any action I took to compromise the 
reputation of CCA. I have personally called and apologized to Mr. Shelton.

An investigative report by the Central 
City News on the Thursday, March 6 
mayoral debate at the Central High audi-
torium showed that  
• Candidate Dave Freneaux had prior 
knowledge of some of the questions. 
• Dave Freneaux actually wrote some 
of the questions he and Shelton were 
asked. 
• Jr. Shelton had no prior knowledge of 
the questions. 
• The debate organizers, Central Com-
munity Alliance and Central Chamber 
of Commerce, both knew Freneaux had 
prior knowledge of the questions and 
that Freneaux had written those ques-
tions. 
• The debate organizers nevertheless 
went forward with the debate and al-
lowed the tainted questions to be used. 
• The planted questions challenged the 
character and fitness of Shelton.
• Debate organizers allowed Shelton to 
walk onto the stage without informing him 
that Freneaux had prior knowledge of the 
questions, which allowed Freneaux to 
write out his answers and prepare his re-
marks in advance.
Harry Rauls of Central Community Alliance 
acknowledged the facts above and issued a 
formal apology to Shelton.  While not disput-
ing the facts, Wayne Leader of the Central 
Chamber said the debate was run properly 
and did not apologize.

Irregularities in Mayor’s Debate
CCA Apologized; Central Chamber Refused

Sponsoring Organizations Take Opposing Positions

Wayne Leader, president of Central Chamber of Commerce, said:
After exhaustive research by myself regarding any improprieties regarding the recent 
Mayoral Debate hosted in part by the Central Chamber of Commerce and the Central 
Community Alliance, I stand 100 percent behind the actions of our President Ron 
Erickson, panelist Lucky Ross, and Rodney Bonvillain, and the process by which 
the debate was procedurally administered.  I consider this issue closed and no fur-
ther statements will be made.

Ted McCulley, panelist for Jr. Shelton, said:
[Ron Erickson of the Central Chamber] stressed that “Questions are to remain confi-
dential and will be submitted to the moderator.” ... The emails sent to Shelton, Fre-
neaux, and Rauls never said the candidates were to formulate the questions... Wayne 
Leader’s statement that he did “exhaustive research” and concluded that there were no 
improprieties on the part of the Chamber and the CCA.: I beg to differ with him.  There were 
only four panelists.  If he had spoken with all of us, he might have gained more insight into 
the fact that there were improprieties which made the debate weighted toward one 
candidate.  As of this writing neither Wayne Leader nor Central Speaks newspaper has 
contacted me.  Had they done so they might have both avoided stating and printing miscon-
strued and false statements about the events of the Mayoral debate.
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Candidates Tell Their Stand on Issues
Continued from Page 11

We want to thank for making us 
YOUR Physical Therapists

HELEN TOM ERIK RICHARD

When you have limitation of movement, an injury or experience pain:

Think: PHYSICAL THERAPY FIRST
Choose: CENTRAL PHYSICAL THERAPY 

We demonstrate our expertise through action to bring 
MOTION TO YOUR LIFE. 

www.centralptonline.com

13111 Hooper Road
City of Central, LA 70818

(225) 261-7094
(225) 261-7095

My Kaywa QR-Code
www.centralptonline.com

http://kaywa.me/HqX3y

Download the Kaywa QR Code Reader (App Store &Android Market) and scan your code!

Herdman Certifi ed Vestibular Therapist Richard O’Quinn PT specializes in treating dizziness 
and balance problems.  With his advanced training and CPT’s state-of-the-art technology, it’s 

clear Richard O’Quinn is uniquely qualifi ed to stop your world from spinning!

13111 Hooper Road, City of Central • (225) 261-7094, (225) 261-7095

an injury. If that injured council 
person had been unable to attend, 
they would have not been able to 
conduct city business. 

JAMES SALSBURY
Candidate for Police Chief

	 Q. Why are you offering your-
self for service as Police Chief of 
the City of Central? 
	 A. JAMES SALSBURY: I want 
to build onto what I have started as 
Asst. Police Chief of Central.
	 Q. Four years from now, what 

purpose of and what are the limits 
of civil government? 
	 A. To provide the services day 
to day to live in a free country, re-
specting the will of the people and 
the Constitution. 
	 Q. What specific changes could 
be made in Central’s budget to 
ensure the best prioritization of 
use of public funds? 
	 A. JAMES SALSBURY: Allow 
the Police Department to control its 
own budget within the total appro-
priation approved by the Council.
	 Q. What if any, do you believe 
is the appropriate role for the City 
Council in addressing the crime 
problem? 
	 A. JAMES SALSBURY: The 
Council can best help by supporting 
the needs of the Police Department. 
	 Q. Would you support focusing 
resources on addressing misde-
meanor crimes such as panhan-
dling, vandalism, and prostitution 
or on violent crimes? Or both?
	 A. JAMES SALSBURY: We 
must do both. I want to focus on all 

crime.
	 Q. Do you believe there is a 
connection between the prosecu-
tion of misdemeanors and violent 
crime rates? 
	 A. JAMES SALSBURY: Abso-
lutely.
	 Q. What other methods, in 
addition to more officers on the 
beat, would you advocate to ad-
dress the pressing problem of vio-
lent crime? 
	 Simple things would help, such 
as better record keeping and better 
communications among law en-
forcement agencies.
	 Q. Louisiana has one of the 
world’s highest percentage rates 
of incarceration, along with a 
huge crime problem. What are 
your thoughts about the growing 
prison population? 
	 A. JAMES SALSBURY: Use in-
mate labor for the building of new 
prisons, thus reducing costs to the 
taxpayers and developing skills for 
inmates.

	 Q. What would be the single 
most important way to help small 
businesses grow and expand in 
Central? 
	 A. JAMES SALSBURY: Having 
our own functioning police depart-
ment will help reduce crime and 
thus help attract new businesses. 

ERIC FRANK
Candidate for City Council

	 [Editor’s Note: Eric Frank did not 
respond to the Republican Party ques-
tionnaire.  However, he did provide a 
statement to the Central City News, 

FrankSalsbury

specifically would 
you like to have 
accomplished as a 
Police Chief? 
	 A. JAMES 
SALSBURY: To 
have a basic work-
ing police force 
with contract em-
ployees and re-
serve officials.  
	 Q. In your opinion, what is the 

which is reprinted 
below.] 
	 B i o g r a p h y . 
Graduated from 
E.D. White Catho-
lic High School in 
1987, attended Nich-
olls State University 
in Thibodaux, 1987-
1988, graduated 
from LSU in 1993 
with a Bachelors Degree in Fine Arts, 
resident of Central for 21 years, mar-
ried to Alice Frank for 23 years with 
two  children, owner and operator of 
Eric Frank Photography LLC for 13 
years, active member of St. Alphon-
sus Church, volunteer with Cooking 
in Central (as a cook), and member, 
Knights of Columbus. 
	 Thank you for the opportunity for me 
to let you know why I want to be your 
Councilman. It is hard for me to put into 
words the passion that I have for our com-
munity but I will try my best. 
	 For those of you who don’t know, I am 
a transplant to Central. When my wife and 
I moved here 21 years ago we were look-
ing for a home, but instead we found a 
community. A community that welcomed 
us with open arms.  
	 I am proud to call Central home, and I 
am committed to protecting and improv-
ing the community that we live in. I want 
those who built Central, as well as their 
children to continue believing in and in-
vesting in our hometown. Fostering that 
sense of community, and keeping our 
young talent, while honoring and respect-
ing our traditions, is the formula for suc-
cess. 
	 The hard working people of our com-
munity have paved the way for many of 
us to have opportunities that we dream 
of, opportunities that our community has 
made possible. I am committed to this 
greater calling. If we value family and 
community, it is because we know that 
it fosters the environment for individual 
success. So, if the community is an essen-
tial element of our individual success, we 
cherish it, we honor it, and yes, we love it. 
	 A council position should be held by 
an individual who can actually bring solu-
tions that will change our town for the bet-
ter. Our town needs a new approach before 
it is too late. If we do things the way that 
they’ve always been done, then things will 
remain the way that they’ve always been.  
	 We need to work on issues today while 
keeping an eye on what we want for the 
future. We can’t have a councilman sim-
ply putting out today’s fires while larger 
issues pass us by. We need a progressive 
city councilman who will be proactive in 
building partnerships for our already suc-
cessful schools, beautiful neighborhoods 
and plans that create opportunity. 
	 As our city grows with business, 
housing and open space, future planning 
should benefit all of us living and work-
ing in Central today and tomorrow. As 
councilman, I will work to keep you in-
formed about what is going on and what 
we can do to make a difference in our 
community. 
	 I am running to serve Central be-
cause I love Central. Putting Central first 
means putting the people of our com-
munity first because they are the essence 
of the community that we love. Central 
first means we will help our neighbors 
because it’s the right thing to do. Put-
ting Central first requires that our elected 
officials and public servants set aside 
ideological or personal differences to at-
tend to the service of the residents in our 
community. That is why I am running
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Central Nail & SpaCentral Nail & SpaCentral Nail & Spa
Professional Nail Care & Spa For Ladies & Gentlemen

NEW BUSINESS HOURS STARTING APRIL 1
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.-6 p.m. • Closed Sunday

We Acept Last Walk-In at 6 p.m.

In Front of Wal-Mart • 225.261.0666
10218 Sullivan Road, Central, LA 70818

Mention or Bring In This Ad for
5% Off a Service of $20 or more

Ardell Professional Individual Eye Lashes $20
Neck & Shoulder Massage (15 min.) $20

CPA Board Records Reveal Freneaux
Was Neither a CPA nor ‘Inactive CPA’
La. R.S. 37:83-84 
Provides 1 Year
Imprisonment for
Using CPA Title
Without ‘Valid
Active Certificate’
	 CENTRAL - When Dave Freneaux 
announced his candidacy for May-
or of the City of Central on Aug. 
22, 2013, he emphasized that he 
was a CPA.  During his campaign, 
he referred to himself as a CPA and 
at other times referred to himself 
as an “Inactive CPA.”  He also al-
lowed himself to be called a CPA 
in public forums and the media 
without seeking a correction.
	 But the Louisiana Board for Cer-
tified Public Accountants says that 
he was neither a CPA nor an Inac-
tive CPA.
	 The use of the term CPA and In-
active CPA are protected by law.  
CPA is a license issued by the 
Board.  Inactive CPA is also a li-
cense issued by the Board.  It re-
quires making application and the 
payment of an annual fee.
	 According to the Louisiana 
Board of Certified Public Accoun-
tants, Freneaux has not held a CPA 
license or an Inactive CPA license 
since Dec. 31, 2006.  La. R.S. 
37:83 says that in order to use the 
title CPA, a person must have “a 
valid active certificate” issued by 
the CPA Board.  
	 Criminal Penalties.  If anyone 
violates this section of law, he is 
subject to a fine of up to $500 and 
imprisonment for up to one year or 
both, for each violation.  The mis-
representation of Freneaux’s status 
as a licensed CPA is relevant to the 
candidate’s credibility and compli-
ance with ethical and legal stan-
dards.
	 But it has also been important 
politically during the current race 
for Mayor of Central.  Freneaux 
has repeatedly used the term CPA 
and Inactive CPA in order to bol-
ster his claim to business experi-
ence and expertise.
	 On March 10, 2014, the Louisi-
ana Board of Certified Public Ac-
count received an inquiry asking 
whether Freneaux held a valid ac-
tive certificate as either a CPA or 
an Inactive CPA.  
	 Later that day, he announced that 
he would no longer refer to himself 
as a CPA.  The board could have 
issued him a warning advising him 
to immediately cease and desist us-
ing the term CPA or else face disci-
plinary or criminal action.
	 In a statement, Freneaux said 
he had made meticulous efforts to 
make sure that he did not misrepre-
sent his status as a CPA.  However, 
his statement failed to acknowl-
edge that he had apparently been 
violating state criminal law by re-
ferring to himself as a CPA or Inac-
tive CPA when in fact he was not 
licensed as either.
	 If he had wanted to refer to him-
self as an Inactive CPA, he could 
have applied to the Board.  How-

ever, he did not explain in his state-
ment why he used the designation 
without seeking Board approval.
	 Freneaux contacted the Central 
City News on Wednesday, March 
19 and made a statement on his 
use of the CPA title.  He said he 
has not used the term “CPA” in 
an attempt to practice or do the 
work of a currently licensed CPA.
	 When asked why he used the term 
CPA in his announcement state-
ment when he was not a licensed 
CPA, Freneaux said, “Simple lack 
of careful proofing on my part in 
the midst of a brand new process 
for me of running for a public of-
fice... The reference was not meant 
to offer my services as a CPA or to 
claim to be practicing as a CPA.”  
	 At the Mayoral debate on March 
6, Freneaux was introduced as a 
CPA.  When asked Wednesday 
why he did not correct that intro-
duction when he took the podium, 
since he was not a CPA, Freneaux 
said, “I did not even pay attention 

to the specifics of the introductions.  
I’m not sure but it probably came 
from the same original press release 

from my announcement.”
	 Two days after the Mayoral de-

Louisiana Revised Statutes
La. R.S. 37: 83.  Unlawful acts
	 C.  No person shall use or 
assume the title “certified public 
accountant” or the abbrevia-
tion “CPA” or any other title, 
designation, words, letters, 
abbreviation, sign, card, or 
device tending to indicate that 
such person is a certified public 
accountant, unless the person 
holds a valid active certificate 
issued as provided for in this 
Part or a privilege pursuant to 
R.S. 37:94.

R.S. 37:84. Criminal penalties
	 B.  Any person or firm who 
knowingly violates any pro-
vision of R.S. 37:83 shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and 
upon conviction shall be subject 
to a fine of not more than five 
hundred dollars for each viola-
tion or imprisonment for not 
more than one year, or both.

NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release – 
August 22, 2013
Contact:  Dave Freneaux 
at 225-262-DAVE (3283) or 
www.DaveForCentral.com and 
FaceBook and Twitter – 
DaveForCentral.

Founder of Central Speaks 
Announces Candidacy for Mayor 
Dave Freneaux Pledges 
“Stronger Voice” for the 
People of Central

	 CENTRAL, La. –  Suc-
cessful business owner, 
CPA and newspaper 
founder Dave Freneaux has 
announced he will run for 
Mayor of the City of Central 
in the April 5, 2014 election, 
pledging to give the people 
of Central a stronger voice 
in decisions that affect their 
lives.

Louisiana Board 
of Certified Public 
Accountants
Mark David Freneaux
‘Inactive CPA’ license
expired 12/31/06
According to Board’s 
website on March 1, 
2014, Mark David 
Freneaux has not been 
a licensed CPA or an 
‘Inactive CPA’ for 
nearly eight years.

On March 10, 2014, the CPA 
Board received an inquiry 
as to whether Freneaux had 
an active valid license as 
either a CPA or an Inactive 
CPA.  Later that day, Fre-
neaux announced he would 
no longer refer to himself as 
a CPA.

See Page 16, Col. 4
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Organizers Feared Leaked Questions 
Moderator Phil Rainier
Was Kept Out of Loop
To Insure Confidentiality

Freneaux Backs
Away from CPA
Claims in Bio

Continued from Page 12

Continued from Page 9

 First and foremost, I would like to express my appreciation to the citizens of Central for the tremendous outpouring 
of support in the campaign for Chief of Police. I sincerely appreciate the confidence you have placed in me and I will 
assure you that my staff and I will work tirelessly to provide you and your family with dedicated service, support and 
protection.  
 The people of Central are deserving of a government with representatives who have gained academic and practical 
knowledge and will carry out their responsibilities with unwavering integrity, faithfulness and commitment. The 
contrived political separation of people can only hold back the progress and dignity of our government. I am a firm 
believer of teamwork, networking and forming a coalition of leaders to develop goals, plans and accomplish tasks 
for the betterment of our community. Lets not divide our city into groups with an agenda, power based politicians or 
dishonesty.
 I am asking all citizens of Central to get involved, to thoroughly select candidates with insight, understanding and 
wisdom.  Join me in fighting attempted control and division over political candidates and citizens alike. Please get out 
and vote on April 5, 2014, and we will make a difference and climb above these individuals who are more interested 
in their own self gratification. The perpetration of questionable tactics that are being used in Central’s campaigns will 
be carried forward into our government. I would like to join a team of men and women who will unify not divide, 
strengthen not weaken, build not teardown and move forward a strong meaningful group of professionals who have the 
interest of Central in the forefront.   
 Secondly, I would like to reiterate my sincere appreciation to the (15) fifteen Chief’s of Police who have endorsed 
and supported me in my endeavor to become the next Chief of Police of Central. I am especially proud of the fact that 
(3) three of the men who have reached the highest position of the Baton Rouge Police Department, where I retired, 
trusted me in positions, including managerial, of major projects that effected the efficiency
and needs of the department. The remaining (11) eleven Chief’s from outside departments
worked closely with me as well, and trusted my decision making ability to provide needed
departmental equipment based on the quality and cost effectiveness recommended by me.
My current Chief appointed me his assistant.
 These highly respected men would not have placed there confidence and reputation
supporting me if they felt I was not qualified to become Central’s next Chief of Police. Law
Enforcement is not just patrol activity and tactical preparedness. These departmental jobs
are important, as are many other jobs, such as Criminal Investigations, Traffic Enforcement,
Administrative and Service. My highly qualified staff and I are prepared to move the Central
Police Department forward and provide the law enforcement needs to the citizens of Central,
as I have in the past years that I have been working for the Central Police Department.
 Central:  Our home, our community;  please continue to support our department’s effort
as you have since forming our great city. Elect me, Central’s next Chief of Police. 

  James Salsbury, Assistant Chief of Police

Endorsed by Law Enforcement
Chief D. Browning – Central PD
Chief Wayne Rogillio, Ret.
Chief Pat Englade, Ret.
Chief Jeff Leduff, Ret.
Chief D. McDavid – Zachary PD
Chief M. Lee – Walker PD
Chief S. Jackson – Gonzales PD
Chcief Bill Landry, Ret.

Chief K. Ambeau – St. Gabriel PD
Chief W. Smith – Slaughter PD
Chief D. Hill – Killian PD
Chief S. Ford – St. Francisville PD
Chief H. Brignac – French Settlement PD
Chief R. Dufrene – Livingston PD
Chief M. Zito – Port Allen Marshal’s Office
Marshal J. Denton – Denham Springs Marshal
Constanble R. Brown – Baton Rouge Constable

bate, the Advocate ran a major 
story about the debate on Page 
B-1.  The story focused on Fre-
neaux’s attacks on Shelton.  The 
lead paragraph of the story iden-
tified Freneaux as a CPA.  When 
asked whether he had asked the 
Advocate for a retraction or cor-
rection, Freneaux told the Central 
City News that he had not.  “I do 
not recall seeing the reference.  So 
I could not have asked for a correc-
tion.”
	 When asked why he has some-
times referred to himself as an In-
active CPA, which is a category of 
license issued by the CPA Board 
when he was not in fact an Inac-
tive CPA, Freneaux said, “I have 
never introduced myself as “CPA 
Inactive” and have never printed 
that on any campaign literature.  I 
believe the only reference was a 
facebook comment...”
	 However, in the Jan. 9, 2014 is-
sue of Central Speaks, Freneaux 
referred to himself as a “CPA Inac-
tive.”
	 Freneaux says that six days ago 
he applied to the CPA Board and 
was granted a CPA Inactive li-
cense.
	 Earlier in the campaign, Fre-
neaux, a Republican, refused to an-
swer a standard questionnaire from 
the Republican Party of East Baton 
Rouge, seeking information on his 
background and his position on is-
sues.  The party routinely verifies 
claims by Republican candidates 
on their residency, college degrees, 
military service, and licenses, in 
order to insure that Republican 
candidates are representing them-
selves honestly to the voters.

	 •	CCA president Harry Rauls said, 
“Rodney Bonvillain told me that, 
yes, Dave had sent Rodney the ques-
tions this afternoon.” 
	 •	Ms. Summerville and Ted McCul-
ley responded that they heard Bonvil-
lain say that Freneaux was aware of 
the questions and had in fact written 
them himself. 
	 •	Rodney Bonvillain confirmed that 
his questions came from Freneaux.
	 •	Ron Erickson of the Chamber re-
sponded he would have a statement 
on the matter the following Monday 
morning.  Chamber chairman Wayne 
Leader later responded.
	 •	Ross did not respond.
	 In an interview Friday night, Har-
ry Rauls said he feared Freneaux’s 
breach of the rules and the failure 

of the Central Chamber and CCA to 
take action before the debate were 
terrible mistakes that might do irre-
vocable damage to the reputations of 
the Chamber and CCA. 
	 Rauls made available to the Central 
City News all of the emails among the 
organizers (Harry Rauls and Ron Er-
ickson), the candidates (Jr. Shelton and 
Dave Freneaux), the panelists (Ange-
la Summerville, Rodney Bonvillain, 
Ted McCulley, and Lucky Ross), 
and the moderator (Phil Rainier).
	 The emails were almost all directed  
to the candidates.  Some of the other 
participants were left “out of the loop.” 
The emails to the candidates stressed 
confidentiality of the questions.
	 Security about the questions was 
supposedly very tight. 
	 Even Phil Rainier, the moderator, 
was denied the opportunity to attend 
the question meeting Sunday night 
before the debate out of fear the ques-
tions might be leaked. 
	 Only two persons could benefit 
from leaked questions — Jr. Shelton 
and Dave Freneaux. 

	 Here is the exchange of emails be-
tween CCA president Harry Rauls 
and moderator Phil Rainier:
	 •	HARRY RAULS to PHIL RAIN-
IER: “Sorry I cannot invite you to 
meet with question selection meeting 
Sunday. Call me if any questions.”
	 •	PHIL RAINIER: “Harry, I just 
saw the note about not being able to 
invite me to be at the planning meet-
ing. So, you do not need me out there 
today? What is the reason?” 
	 •	HARRY RAULS: “Phil, mostly, 
Chamber is afraid of leaked ques-
tions beforehand. I have also recused 
myself, Messina, and Fralick also, so 
we canceled meeting on Sunday. An-
gela Summerville and David Barrow 
will come up with CCA’s 2 questions 
and present them to you with the 
other 6 at 30 minutes before Debate. 

If you have any questions or sugges-
tions, please call me or Ron Erickson. 
See you on Thursday. Thanks”
		  In an atmosphere of such security 
over the questions, it seems disin-
genuous to suggest that a candidate 
could write the questions that would 
be asked his opponent.
	 In an interview the Monday after 
the debate, one of the panelists, Rod-
ney Bonvillain, who had been named 
a panelist by Freneaux, said he was 
unaware that Freneaux was not sup-
posed to know the questions.  He said, 
“I wasn’t trying to hide anything.  I 
freely admitted that I got questions 
from Freneaux.  It was an innocent 
misunderstanding.  I had no intent to 
violate any rule.” 
	 The review of emails showed Bon-
villain was not included in the same 
email chain as candidates Dave Fre-
neaux and Jr. Shelton.  As a result, 
while Freneaux was repeatedly told 
the questions were confidential, Bon-
villain was not.
	 In the days after the debate, Harry 
Rauls issued an apology to Shelton on 
behalf of himself and CCA. 
	 However, Central Chamber chair-
man Wayne Leader issued a state-
ment saying the debate was conduct-
ed properly and that he would have 
no further comment.

Ron Erickson to Dave Freneaux and Jr. Shelton 2/27/14
For a total of eight questions.  Questions are to remain 
confidential and will be submitted to the moderator.


