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CH2MHill Withholds Nine Email Strings
Despite Judgment Ordering Their Release

CH2MHill Yielded to Pressure
From Watts’ Campaign Manager

Documents from Central Public Records Suit

Records Show
Mayor’s Political
Consultant Did
Confer on Flyer

 CENTRAL — Central Mayor 
Mac Watts has repeatedly told the 
news media and the general public 
that he knew nothing about a po-
litical flyer helpful to his March 
2010 reelection campaign issued 
in the name of the City of Central 
one day before the election. But 
public records and interviews with 
witnesses indicate that it was in 
fact Watts’ campaign manager who 
initiated the flyer and his political 
consultant who told the Market-
ing Department of corporate giant 
CH2MHill what to do.
 Contract in Danger.  At the time, 
CH2MHill held a $4 million-a-
year contract to administer the City 
of Central.  Its contract was up for 
renewal and seemed to be in jeop-
ardy when Watts was challenged 
by Jr. Shelton, whose major issue 
was high permit fees charged by 
CH2MHill in the name of the City 
of Central.  The company received 
90 percent of the fees, which tri-
pled in Central after incorporation.
 Panic Set in.  About 10 days be-

POLITICAL INTERVENTION — Public records obtained by the Central City News and interviews with witnesses show a politi-
cal flyer distributed one day before city elections in 2010 was initiated by Russell Starns (center).  At the time, Starns was serving 
simultaneously as 1) the official liaison between the City of Central and then master city contractor CH2MHill and as 2) Mayor Mac 
Watts’ campaign manager.  The political flyer, which said it was from the “City of Central,” was paid for by CH2MHill.  According to 
an eyewitness, Starns ordered CH2MHill project director Tommy Higgs (right) to produce an advertising piece helpful to the mayor.  
Higgs wrote that he couldn’t say whether it was “right or wrong” but he was charged with getting the CH2MHill Marketing Department 
together with Watts’ political consultant Delia Taylor of Taylor Media Services regarding the political flyer.  CH2MHill Vice President 
of Marketing Susan Mays said Delia Taylor told her and Tommy Higgs to produce a four-page color newspaper insert.

WHO’S WHO — CH2MHill - A $6 billion international company which had the privatization contract to 
run the City of Central from 2007 to 2011.  CH2MHill claimed many records in its possession pertain-
ing to the City of Central were not “public records” under Louisiana law.  Tommy Higgs - CH2MHill 
project manager for Central.  Mayor Mac Watts - First mayor of Central.  In March 2010, he was in a 
tough reelection campaign.  The main issue was high city permit fees charged by CH2MHill.  Russell 
Starns - In March 2010, Starns was Watts’ campaign manager and also liaison between the City of 
Central and CH2MHill.  Delia Taylor - Watts’ political consultant during his 2010 reelection campaign.  See WITH on Page 10

See CH2MHill on Page 10

 CENTRAL — On Friday, March 
26, 2010, one day before Central’s 
municipal elections, a flyer identi-
fied as from the “City of Central” 
appeared in copies of the Baton 
Rouge Advocate distributed in and 
around Central.  
 The flyer, entitled “Setting the 
Record Straight on Permit Fees,” 
was a response to an ad run the pre-
vious week by mayoral candidate 
Jr. Shelton. Shelton was challeng-
ing incumbent Mayor Mac Watts, 
a supporter of CH2MHill, the $6 
billion international company that 
administered the City of Central, 
Louisiana’s first and only priva-
tized municipality.  CH2MHill re-
ceived about 80 percent of the rev-

enues of the City of Central.
 Two days after the election, 
the Central City News inquired of 
Mayor Mac Watts whether he had 
authorized the political flyer.  His 
spokesman said the mayor did not 
authorize it or even know about it 
in advance.  The Central City News 
then contacted CH2MHill manag-
er in Central, Tommy Higgs, who 
said the flyer was authorized and 
paid for by CH2MHill and that it 
was not authorized by the City of 
Central.  When asked why the flyer 
said it was from the “City of Cen-
tral,” Higgs replied that “We are 
authorized to advertise in the name 
of the City of Central anytime we 
want to.”

 The Central City News then 
made public records requests under 
the Louisiana Public Records Act 
for all records pertaining to the fly-
er.  The requests were made of the 
City of Central and of CH2MHill.  
The City responded that it had no 
such records.  CH2MHill respond-
ed that it is not subject to the Pub-
lic Records Act because it is not a 
“public body” under the law.
 The Central City News main-
tained that CH2MHill was ad-
ministering the City of Central 
as though it were the government 
and thus was subject to the Public 
Records law.  When CH2MHill 
refused to supply the documents 
requested, the Central City News 

filed suit against CH2MHill in the 
19th Judicial District, seeking the 
records it had requested.
 Under the Public Records law, 
the hearing on the matter was sup-
posed to be held within 10 days, 
but District Judge Kay Bates did 
not schedule the matter until June 
2010.  Central Mayor Mac Watts 
and CH2MHill manager Tommy 
Higgs were subpoenaed to testify.  
On the Friday  before the Monday 
hearing, Judge Bates unilaterally 
postponed the hearing over the ob-
jections of the Central City News.  
That weekend, Tommy Higgs 
fled the state, and CH2MHill has 
since claimed it does not know his 
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40 Years After CC/73, Louisiana Constitution
Still Shines Brightly, Though Delegates Fade

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

Fundamental Law
Here Stands for
Individual Rights,
Perhaps Uniquely

NEWLYWEDS — Liz Dent and Herb Sumrall recently wed and will continue to reside 
in Baton Rouge.  Both lost their spouses in recent years. Liz Dent Sumrall is a prominent 
Republican and civic leader.  Mr. Sumrall is retired state Civil Service Director.

Woody Jenkins

  A little more than 40 years ago, I had 
the unique opportunity as a young man 
of 26 to serve as a delegate to CC/73, a 
state constitutional convention, called 
by the legislature to rewrite the Loui-
siana Constitution of 1921, the longest 
constitution in the world.  The work of 
the convention lasted for 18 months, 
beginning in late 1972 and continuing 
through early 1974.
 It was one of the most demanding 
things I have ever been part of.  A total 
of 132 men and women came from all 

eral who later served in the state senate, 
and Chris Roy, law partner of Camille 
Gravel, an outspoken liberal and ex-
ecutive counsel to Gov. Edwards.  The 
other side included Rep. Ford Stinson, 
the conservative champion in the state 
house, Dr. Gerald Weiss, and me, a 
newly-elected representative from the 
Istrouma area of North Baton Rouge.
 The pressure was on us.  If we 
couldn’t agree, there would be no Bill 
of Rights and without a Bill of Rights, 
no new constitution.  The constitutional 
convention would end in deadlock and 
failure.
 After weeks of 
committee debate 
and continued 
stalemate, one of 
the liberal mem-
bers of the com-
mittee looked at 
me and said, “Al-
right, you know 
what all of us 
believe by now.  
It may be irrec-
oncilable.  But 
why don’t you take it and see if you 
can come up with a draft we can all 
live with?”  The other members agreed 
and gave me the job.  I worked all night 
for three nights, pounding away on the 
typewriter my Key Club adviser, Mr. 
Mike Chambers, had bought for me 
from State Surplus for $10.
 Things the delegates had said rang 
in my mind.  Each member of the com-
mittee had strong beliefs but we each 
wanted the convention to be a success.  
The one thing every member of the 
committee believed in was individual 
rights.  They believed that the state ex-
isted to protect the rights of the individ-
ual citizen, not the other way around.

 As I typed, the words flowed.  We 
would make each right enumerated in 
our constitution an “individual” right.  
There would be no “group” rights.  We 
would protect both economic liberty 
and social liberty.  All rights would be 
enforceable in a court of law.  They 
would not just be meaningless words 
on a page.
 When I returned to the committee, 
they read it, tore it up, put it back to-
gether, and then passed it on to the floor 
of the full convention.  There it was de-
bated for more than a week.   The battles 
on the convention floor were bloody 
and stressful.  Sometimes we had to 
vote over and over on the same thing 
for days in a row. But ultimately our 
new Declaration of Rights was adopted 
in a form very much like the original 
draft.  It was a breakthrough for the 
convention and the beginning of many 
other principled compromises that led 
to the proposed constitution being ap-
proved with only one dissenting vote.  
The delegates took the proposal to the 
voters.  Our Declaration of Rights was 
praised as an example of how people 
of very diverse views could work to-
gether and accomplish something truly 
meaningful.  The voters approved the 
proposed constitution, and it is today 
the Louisiana Constitution of 1974.  
Our Declaration of Rights and the con-
vention debates have been cited by the 
Louisiana Supreme Court hundreds 
of times.  It has stood the test of time.  
Well, for 40 years at least. 
 On Nov. 20, the surviving delegates, 
less than 40 out of 132, will gather to 
reminisce.  It will be at the LSU Jour-
nalism Building from 5 to 7 p.m.  Gov. 
Edwards and Roemer, chairman Bubba 
Henry and I will speak.  You are very 
welcome to join us!
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parts of Louisiana with one solitary goal 
— to draft a constitution that could win 
the support of the voters and then serve 
our people for generations to come.
 The delegates elected officers and 
divided into committees.  Each com-
mittee was responsible for doing the re-
search and coming up with a proposed 
draft of one Article of the constitution.  I 
requested and was assigned to the Com-
mittee on Bill of Rights and Elections.
 We held months of hearings and 
took extensive testimony from “ex-
perts” and the general public.  I read 
the Bill of Rights of every state and 
more than 100 foreign countries.  
 The Bill of Rights Committee had 
10 members — five liberals, four con-
servatives, and me.  If I sided with the 
liberals, the vote was 6-4.  If I sided 
with the conservatives, it was 5-5.  
Most of the time, I sided with the con-
servatives, and the committee was 
hopelessly deadlocked.  One side in-
cluded Kendall Vick, the general coun-
sel of the ACLU in Louisiana,  Rep. Al-
phonse Jackson, a staunch liberal, Tony 
Guarisco, a trial lawyer and strong lib-
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Low Turnout Expected for Slim Election Ballot

Nov. 16 Election Includes School Bonds
In Central, Justice of the Peace in SBR
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Arbour, Spencer in Runoff for Justice of the Peace

 CENTRAL — The Central Com-
munity School Board is asking 
voters to approve a proposition on 
Nov. 16 that will allow the school 
district to borrow up to $13.1 mil-
lion for a list of dedicated school 
improvements and expansions. The 
budgeted items include:
 • Construction of a 9th Grade 
Academy ($5.82 million)
 • Repair of Central High School’s 
parking lot ($1.8 million);
 • Installation of lighting at Cen-
tral High School’s baseball and 
softball fields ($500,000);
 • Upgrade of district technology 
to manage new mandated state as-
sessments ($2 million); and
 • Demolition and asbestos abate-
ment of old buildings, as well as up-
grades to the property at the former 
Central Middle School ($1.5 mil-
lion).
 The budgeted cost of the projects 
totals $11.6 million. Another $1.39 
million (12 percent of the anticipat-
ed expenditures) must be budgeted 
as a contingency fee as required un-

der the district’s risk management 
policy, bringing the total to $13.1 
million, according to Superinten-
dent Michael Faulk.
 “We want our community mem-
bers to know exactly how we’re us-
ing their money to further our school 
system, by creating better and safer 
learning environments,” he said.
 Early voting for that election 
ends Saturday.
 Faulk said a 9th Grade Academy, 
which would be constructed at Cen-
tral High School, would be the larg-
est cost item earmarked for the new 
monies – approximately half of the 
total investment.
 He said the new wing would 
house the school’s freshmen class 
separately from upperclassmen, al-
lowing better monitoring of those 
students and concentrated training 
opportunities – efforts that have 
proved to greatly improve academic 
scores and decrease dropout rates at 
other schools across the state and 
nation. Faulk said the new build-

See MORE on Page 12
RALLY FOR ‘A’ SCHOOL SYSTEM — The Andrews family came out Tuesday night 
to celebrate the Central Community School System again being named an “A” school 
system.  Shown are (left to right) Aleece, mom Nicole, and Bryson.

 BATON ROUGE — Voters in 
Ward 3, District 3 in South Baton 
Rouge will go to the polls on Satur-
day, Nov. 16 to choose a new Jus-
tice of the Peace for the area.  
 The Nov. 16 election will be a 
runoff between Jerry Arbour and 
Larry Spencer, both Republicans, 
who are seeking to fill the unexpired 
term of Ms. Melva Cavanaugh, who 
passed away in March.  Gov. Jindal 
called the special election.
 In the primary election, held on 
Oct. 19, Spencer and Arbour led the 
field of candidates.
 Spencer had 616 votes, or 33 
percent, to Arbour’s 614 votes, also 
33 percent.  Other candidates were 
Kenesha Antoine, 328 votes, or 18 
percent; Steve Myers, 102 votes, or 
6 percent; Mark G. Simmons, 93 
votes, or 5 percent, and Mariano 
Hinojosa, 90 votes, or 5 percent.
 The turnout for the first primary 
was very low, and the turnout in the 
runoff election is expected to be 
even lower.
 Justice of the Peace has special 

significance in this election.  The 
district is located outside the city 
limits of Baton Rouge in the pro-
posed City of St. George.  Civil 
cases in the area are normally tried 
in District Court, rather than Baton 
Rouge City Court.  Recent increases 
in the filing fees for District Court 
have raised them to over $500.  The 
justice of the peace court provides a 
reasonably priced and more expedi-
tious way to deal with money dis-
putes under $5,000.
 Arbour is an attorney and mem-
ber of the East Baton Rouge School 
Board.  He believes his experience 
as an attorney prepare for this judi-
cial position. He has been endorsed 
by the Republican Party of East Ba-
ton Rouge.
 Spencer said he was grateful to all 
the friends and family who helped 
in the primary.  He said he believes 
his work experience will serve him 
well in this position.  Spencer has 
been endorsed by the Baton Rouge 
Business Report.
 Early voting ends Saturday.JUSTICE OF THE PEACE candidates Jerry Arbour (left) and Larry Spencer
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Justice Scalia Kicks Off 1st Meeting

Catholic High head coach Dale Weiner (left) with coach Eric Held

www.simplesimontire.com Get a Free Infant T-Shirt

Gov. Jindal Hosts
150 Attorneys at
Lawyers Chapter
 BATON ROUGE — The Baton 
Rouge Lawyers Chapter of the Fed-
eralist Society for Law and Public 
Policy got off to a spectacular start 
last month.
 The first-ever meeting of the or-
ganization was hosted at the Gov-
ernor’s Mansion by Gov. Bobby 
Jindal.  The main speaker for the 
sold-out event was United States 
Supreme Court Associate Justice 
Antonin Scalia.
 More than 150 Baton Rouge at-
torneys and law students were in 
attendance. Baton Rouge has had 
student chapters of the Federal-
ist Society for years at the LSU 
Law School and the Southern Law 
School, but this marks the first time 
that practicing attorneys could be 
part of a Federalist chapter here.
 The Federalist Society describes 
itself as a group of conservatives 
and libertarians who believe that 
the state exists to preserve freedom, 
that the separation of governmental 
powers is central to the Constitu-
tion, and it is emphatically the duty 
of the judiciary to say what the 

law is, not what it should be.  The 
Federalist Society recognizes that 
the legal profession and the law 
schools are dominated by orthodox 
liberal ideology which advocates a 
centralized and uniform society.  
The Society believes that the pri-
orities of the legal order should be 

changed to put a premium on in-
dividual liberty, traditional values, 

and the rule of law. 
 Justice Scalia has been involved 

1st Meeting of the Federalist Society 
Baton Rouge Lawyers Chapter • Oct. 11, 2013

Photos by Woody Jenkins

JUSTICE ANTONIN SCALIA — U. S. Supreme Court associate justice Antonin Scalia was the keynote speaker at the first meeting 
of the Baton Rouge Lawyers Chapter of the Federalist Society for Law and Public Policy Studies at the Governor’s Mansion on Friday, 
Oct. 11 with a reception at the Governor’s Mansion.  At right, attorney Scott Carmouche and his wife Mary Fischer Carmouche.

PACKED GOVERNOR’S MANSION — Among those in attendance were members of the LSU Law chapter of the Federalist Society (left) and the Southern Law chapter (right).
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of Federalist Society in Baton Rouge
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with the Federal Society for years 
and said he was happy to be able 
to address the members of the bar 
who were present.
 For more on joining the Federal-
ist Society in Baton Rouge, go to 
www.brfedsoc.org or email brfed-
soc@gmail.com

Four La. Supreme Court Justices at Federalist Society Dec. 11
 BATON ROUGE — The Baton 
Rouge Lawyers Chapter of the 
Federal Society for Law and Public 
Policy will host its first-ever Loui-
siana Supreme Court Roundup.
 Four members of the state Su-
preme Court will speak at a lun-

cheon sponsored by the group from 
12 noon to 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Dec.11 at Galatoire’s Bistro, 17451 
Perkins Road.  The cost is $25.
 Supreme Court associate jus-
tices Marcus Clark, Greg Guidry, 
Jeff Hughes, and Jeff Victory will 

INVESTMENT REALTY
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225-291-2121
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Sometimes it makes perfect sense 
to sell your home yourself.  It gets 
tricky when the buyer needs help 
with financing and inconvenient 
when you’re not
available to show
the house.  Give
me a call, and I’ll
give you my nine
tips to help you 
meet your goal!

Being a good Realtor®

starts with being 
a good friend!

Each Century 21 office is independently owned and operated.

review the work of the court dur-
ing 2013.  The event is open to at-
torneys.  Seating is limited to 50.
 One hour of Louisiana CLE 
credit will be given, pending ap-
proval.  Register at www.event-
bright.com.

Justice Antonin Scalia, a hunter, was presented a Duck Dynasty cap and souvenirs.

JUSTICE SCALIA with Gov. Bobby Jindal and chapter co-presidents Jason Doré, Beverly Moore, and Catherine Jenkins.  At right, attorneys and ex-Marines James Baehr and Saul Newsome.

JUSTICE  JEFF HUGHES, Prof. Paul Baier; Lynn and James Moore; Justice Greg Guidry, Gov. Jindal; Leonard Leo of Federalist Society, Bevery Moore, Catherine Jenkins, and Bernie Boudreaux. 
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FALL FESTIVAL • Zoar Baptist Church • Oct. 31, 2013 • Photos by Jolice Provost
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Spc. Dylan David Back from  Afghanistan

This Month We Will
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Tears and Cheers
Greet Returning
Soldier When He
Surprises Loved
Ones at Schools

SURPRISE — Spc. Dylan David surprised his brother-in-law Caden (left) at Bellingrath and brother-in-law Kyle at Central Middle.

Students at Bellingrath (left) saw a happy reunion; (center) Caden, Dylan, and wife Kristin; Kyle, Dylan, and brother-in-law Cody reunite.

 CENTRAL — Spc. Dylan David, 
U.S. Army, had been stationed in 
Afghanistan since January 2013 
but arrived home in early October 
to his bride of two and a half years, 
Kristin Rogillio David.
 The first thing Dylan did was 
surprise his three brothers-in-law 
— at their schools.
 All three young men have a spe-
cial place in their heart for Dylan.
 Brother-in-law Caden, a kin-
dergarten student at Bellingrath 
Hills Elementary, had been mark-
ing each day off the 2013 calendar, 
awaiting Dylan’s return.
 Brother-in-law Kyle, a 7th grade 
student at Central Middle, started 
the day off being inducted into the 
Jr. Beta Club.  After lunch, he was 
happy and very moved to see his 
brother-in-law.  Dylan told Kyle he 
would be at his game the following 
week when Central Middle played 
Zachary.  He jokingly told Kyle, 
“Don’t hold it against me because 
I went to Zachary!”
 Also at Central Middle, brother-
in-law Cody, a new math teacher at 
the school and an assistant baseball 
coach at Central High, was relieved 
that a call from the principal’s of-
fice didn’t mean trouble but rather 
the arrival at school of Dylan.
 After many months in Afghani-

stan, Dylan enjoyed the family time 
and the chance to be renewed.
 Nov. 11 is Veterans Day.
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LSU J-School 100th Anniversary
Three Named to School’s Hall of Fame

J-SCHOOL HALL OF FAME — Dan Borné, president of the Louisiana Chemical As-
sociation and Voice of the LSU Tigers, was inducted into the LSU Manship School of 
Communications Hall.  Shown are daughter Rebecca, Dan, wife Lissette, son Jason with 
his wife Jennifer Rae and son D.J.

MEMBERS OF MANSHIP SCHOOL OF MASS COMMUNICATIONS HALL OF FAME — (Left to right) Dean Jerry Ceepos with Hall of Fame members Dan Borné, Jay 
Perkins, Brett Blackledge, Freda Yarbrough Dunn, Raymond Strother, Linda Lightfoot, Jinx Broussard, Jackie Ducote, Jim Engster, Woody Jenkins, and Kip Holden.

NEW HALL OF FAME MEMBERS INDUCTED ON 100TH ANNIVERSARY — Kevin Reilly, Jr., accepted on behalf of his late father Kevin, Sr. from Kip Holden and Jim 
Engster; Dan Borné, presented by Mayor-President Kip Holden, a J-School grad and Hall of Fame member; and Prof. Jay Perkins, presented by Hall of Famer Jim Engster.

LSU MANSHIP SCHOOL OF MASS COMMUNICATIONS
Hall of Fame Ceremonies

October 24, 2013 • Renaissance Hotel
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Fall Festival Fun at Zoar Baptist

Fall Festival at Zoar Baptist
Photos by Jolice Provost

Find Us On-Line
centralcitynews.us
capitalcitynews.us

Archives for both at
centralcitynews.net



With Watts’ Campaign Manager and Political Consultant Calling the Shots,
CH2MHill’s Marketing Department Worked to Produce a Political Flyer
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fore the March 27, 2010, election, 
Watts’ campaign manager, Rus-
sell Starns, was in a panic.  He was 
concerned that Shelton’s message 
on permit fees was getting traction, 
endangering the Mayor’s reelection 
campaign, which had been consid-
ered a cinch.
 An	Experiment.	Central, which 
was incorporated in 2005, is Loui-
siana’s first and only totally priva-
tized municipality.  From 2007 to 
2011, CH2MHill, which is based in 
Denver, Colorado, provided all of 
the services normally provided by 
city government employees.  The 
company charged a fee for its ser-
vices and also received 90 percent 
of all permit fees.  Employees of the 
company, rather than government
employees, issued city permits.
 Company Answered to Starns. 
Besides being campaign manager 
for Mac Watts’ reelection cam-
paign, Starns was also serving as 
the City of Central’s official liaison 
to CH2MHill.
 That placed Starns in a power-
ful position with respect to Tommy 
Higgs, CH2MHill’s manager for the 
City of Central.  In essence, Starns 
spoke for the mayor, and Higgs had 
to listen if he wanted CH2MHill to 
keep the city contract.
 Permit Fee Issue.  On Thurs-
day, March 18, mayoral candidate 
Jr. Shelton ran an ad in the Central 
City News entitled, “Setting the 
Record Straight.”  The ad compared 
the cost of permit fees for building a 
$287,000 house in Central ($1,937) 

to the cost of permit fees for build-
ing the same house in Baton Rouge 
($684).
 It was an effective ad that de-
manded an answer from Mayor 
Mac Watts. But, instead, Watts’ 
campaign manager Russell Starns 
decided that CH2MHill should an-
swer Shelton’s ad.
 Higgs Got Marching Orders.  
In a meeting with Tommy Higgs, 
director of CH2MHill’s operations 
in the City of Central, Starns told 
Higgs to answer Shelton’s ad.  Ac-
cording to a person who was present 
in the meeting, Starns told Higgs 
that Mac was in danger of losing the 
election and that CH2MHill had to 
put out an ad to respond to Shelton.
 CH2MHill Gears Up. By late 
afternoon on Thursday, March 18, 
2010, the Marketing Department of 
CH2MHill in Denver was working 
furiously to follow up on Starns’ in-
structions.
 In emails back and forth with 
Advocate ad representative Tif-
fani Debetaz, Carolyn Alden of the 
CH2MHill Marketing Department 
desperately tried to get quotes for 
a flyer that would be almost impos-
sible to produce in time.
 Carolyn wanted to know if the 
Advocate could print the yet-to-be 
written flyer.  What would be the 
cost of printing?  How many cop-
ies?  What’s the difference in price 
between color and black and white? 
What would be the cost of inser-
tion?
 The pressure was on CH2MHill. 
At 6:05 a.m. on Friday, March 19, 

Carolyn Alden of CH2MHill was 
again emailing back and forth to the 
Advocate.  Then the shocker: The 
Advocate sales person said the copy 
for the flyer would have to be ready 
for 12 noon that very day in order to 
be printed in time to be inserted in 

the Advocate a week later, one day 
before the March 27 election.
 “Well, that’s not going to hap-
pen!” Carolyn emailed from 
CH2MHill headquarters.
 Advocate Says Flyer Political. 
Then another shocker for Carolyn 
Alden: The Advocate had decided 
that the flyer was a “political” piece 
and would be subject to scrutiny by 
the Advocate’s management.
 Since the flyer would have to be 
printed elsewhere and shipped to 
the Advocate, the newspaper’s man-
agement would have to approve the 
copy prior to printing.  Tiffani De-
betaz of the Advocate wrote Caro-
lyn, “If you do go with this, I will 
need the artwork emailed to me for 
approval prior to inserting since it 
is political.  Everything has to be 
approved if it has anything to do 
with politics.”
 Now CH2MHill Vice President 
for Marketing Susan Mays, a major 
player in the corporation, got in-
volved.  But she didn’t really under-
stand the extreme deadline she was 
under.  In an email to her colleague 
Carolyn Alden, she said the cor-
poration may need to run an ad on 
Friday of the next week and do the 
insert the following week.  But that 
would have meant the flyer would 
have arrived nearly a week after the 
election.
 Still on Friday morning, VP Su-
san Mays tried to assure Carolyn 
Alden that the flyer wasn’t politi-
cal. “While it’s been made a cam-

Setting the
Record Straight

Paid for by Friends of Jr. Shelton

225-936-9687
www.jrsheltonformayor.com

In a Mayoral Debate held on March 11, 
2010, my opponent stated:

“A building permit for a 3,500 sq.ft. 
home in Baton Rouge costs $1,650
and the permit in Central costs $900 
and that is $200 difference.”  In
The Advocate’s March 13th edition a 
quote attributed to him says Central’s 
permit is all inclusive of electrical, 
plumbing, and mechanical permits.

None of this is true.

Here Are THe FAcTs!

Central Permit Cost:
$1,435 Building Permit
$502.25 Plan Review Fee
$1,937.25 total permit fee

Baton Rouge Permit Cost:
$624 Building Permit
$60 Plan Review Fee
$684 total permit fee

All figures are from EBR and City of Central Websites

The difference is $1,253, paid for by you, the citizen/homeowner.

The city keeps only 10% of collected
permit fees, paying Ch2MHill 90%!

3,500 sq.ft. Valued at $287,000 by Central Permit Office

Shelton Ad ‘Setting the Record Straight’ on Permit Fees 
Nine Days Before Central’s Municipal Elections

8”x10” ad which appeared in Thursday, March 18, 2010, issue of Central City News

Higgs Gets Marching Orders 
In a meeting with Tommy Higgs, director of CH2MHill’s 
operations in the City of Central, Mayor Mac Watts’ 
campaign manager, Russell Starns, told Higgs to an-
swer Shelton’s ad.  According to a person who was 
present in the meeting, Starns told Higgs that Mayor 
Mac Watts was in danger of losing the election, and that 
CH2MHill had to put out an ad to respond to Shelton.

Continued from Page 1

whereabouts. 
 Instead of holding the hearing 
required under the Public Records 
law, Judge Bates in August 2010 
dismissed the suit and ruled that 
CH2MHill was a private company 
not subject to the public records 
law.  The Central City News ap-
pealed to the First Circuit Court of 
Appeal, which in 2011 ruled that 
the documents requested were in-
deed public records, provided that 
there was sufficient “connexity” 
between the City of Central and 
CH2MHill.  
 The Court of Appeal ordered 
Judge Bates to conduct a hearing to 
determine the degree of connexity 
between the two.  CH2MHill ap-
pealed the ruling to the Louisiana 
Supreme Court, which in 2012 up-
held the Court of Appeal and or-
dered Judge Bates to conduct the 
hearing.
 During 2013, the Central City 
News attempted to conduct dis-
covery and gather testimony and 
documents from CH2MHill.  Af-
ter a number of delays, the news-

CH2MHill Refusing to Release Nine Emails
paper was able to schedule Mayor 
Mac Watts for the taking of a de-
position under oath.  At that time, 
CH2MHill began serious talks on 
a settlement.  In late September, 
Judge Bates signed a judgment, 
which both parties agreed to.  Un-
der the judgment, CH2MHill was 
to pay the newspaper’s attorney 
fees and turn over to the Central 
City News all of the documents it 
had requested under the Public Re-
cords law, except those subject to 
the attorney/client privilege.
 Pursuant to the judgment, 
CH2MHill did pay the attorney 
fees and turned over to the newspa-
per 54 emails which had been sub-
ject to the Public Records request.
 However, in the discovery pro-
cess, the Central City News learned 
of nine other email strings, which 
CH2MHill admitted were respon-
sive to the Public Records request 
but which it says are subject to at-
torney/client privilege.
 The Central City News objects 
to the failure of CH2MHill to re-
lease those documents, because the 
newspaper says they are not subject 

to the attorney/client privilege.
 Five of the email strings are 
from one CH2MHill employee to 
eight other employees on March 
31, 2010.  One of the recipients of 
the email was an in-house attorney 
for CH2MHill, and the others were 
not attorneys.  The Central City 
News maintains that when an email 
is distributed to non-attorneys, it is 
not subject to the attorney/client 
privilege.  The other four email 
strings were from one CH2MHill 
employee to another on April 5, 
2010, and April 13, 2010.  Since 
neither the sender nor the recipi-
ent of the emails was an attorney, 
the Central City News maintains 
there is no attorney/client attached 
to those emails.  Two of the miss-
ing email strings are from Tommy 
Higgs, in which he discussed the 
Public Records requests.
 Without these emails, it is im-
possible for the public to have a 
true picture of how a political flyer 
was distributed in the name of the 
City of Central one day before the 
municipal elections on March 27, 
2010.

Continued from Page 1



Higgs Backs Away from Project
By the morning of Friday, March 19, 2010, CH2MHill’s 
director in Central, Tommy Higgs, began backing away 
from the project.  He made it clear he was just doing 
what he had been ordered to do, apparently by Rus-
sell Starns. In an email to a group of CH2MHill’s top 
officials a week before the election, he wrote, “I was 
simply ‘charged’ with getting our [CH2MHill] Marketing 
Dept. and Ms. [Delia] Taylor [the Mayor’s political con-
sultant] in contact with each other.” Moving farther away 
from the project, Higgs wrote, “So there is no misun-
derstanding here, I have no opinion regarding the right 
or wrong, good or bad of Ms. [Delia] Taylor’s ideas.”

With Watts’ Campaign Manager and Political Consultant Calling the Shots,
CH2MHill’s Marketing Department Worked to Produce a Political Flyer
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haps he should be.  Higgs 
is at the center of the con-
troversy involving the 
political flyer created by 
CH2MHill in the 2010 
Mayor’s race in Central.
 Higgs and Mayor Mac 
Watts were subpoenaed 
to testify by the Central 
City News in the public 
records hearing sched-
uled in early June 2010.  
On the Friday before the 
Monday hearing, District 

paign issue, it’s not a political ad,” 
she said.  But she resigned herself 
to the fact that, “This will require 
additional time,” she wrote.
 Mays decided the now-political 
flyer would have to be printed in 
Denver and shipped to the Advo-
cate in Baton Rouge — no small 
feat, considering the short timetable 
involved.
 Looking at the zip codes to be 
covered in Central, Mays and Alden 
decided that 7,500 copies would 
have to be printed.
 Not Enough Time. As far as 
content was concerned, there were 

serious problems.  “There’s no time 
to hire a photographer,” CH2MHill 
VP Susan Mays said.
 She thought about using photos 
from Sandy Springs, GA, where 
CH2MHill also had a privatization 
contract.  “I’m thinking some of 
the Centennial/Sandy Springs im-
ages” such as “plan intake and re-
view, payments, code enforcement 
officer, traffic light repair,” and so 
on.  But, shortly thereafter, in an-
other email, she worried that people 
in Central would realize the people 
in the photos weren’t from Central.  
“If we’re using ‘generic,’ we can 

use stock but we can’t include peo-
ple in those,” she wrote to Carolyn 
Alden.
 ‘A Scary Prospect.’  Alden ex-
pressed her frustration to her boss, 
VP Mays. “There is no room for 
error here....which is a scary pros-
pect in my opinion,” she said.  “I 
would need the art completely done 
and approved by the end of the day 
Monday to hand off to printer...for 
them to run Tuesday morning and 
get to Fedex for Wed morning (be-
fore 12 delivery)”
 Mayor’s Political Consultant. 
On Thursday, March 18, the po-
litical consultant handling Mayor 
Mac Watts’ reelection campaign 
told CH2MHill what she expected.  
Delia Taylor of Taylor Media Ser-
vices was handling media for Watts’ 
campaign and working closely with 
Russell Starns.
 CH2MHill Vice President Su-
san Mays wrote on Friday, March 
19, 2010: “Based on my/Tommy’s 
conversations with Delia Taylor, 
we’re looking at a four-page color 
insert — essentially a four-page 
brochure.”
 Higgs Backs Away. Just a few 
minutes later, CH2MHill’s director 
in Central, Tommy Higgs, began 
backing away from the project.  He 
made it clear he was just doing what 

City of Central Flyer ‘Setting the Record Straight on Fees’
One Day Before Central’s Municipal Elections

Page Four of 8.5”x11” newspaper insert in Friday, March 26 issue of the Advocate

he had been ordered to do, appar-
ently by Russell Starns.
 “I was simply ‘charged’ with 
getting our [CH2MHill] Market-
ing Dept. and Ms. [Delia] Taylor 
[the Mayor’s political consultant] 
in contact with each other,” Higgs 
wrote to a group of CH2MHill’s top 
officials.
 “Aside from that, I am simply 
trying to do my best to get Ms. [Su-
san] Mays [CH2MHill Vice Presi-
dent for Marketing] the things she 
is requesting.”
 Moving still farther away from 
the project, Higgs wrote, “So there 
is no misunderstanding here, I have 

See CH2MHill on Page 20

Mayor’s Political Consultant
On Thursday, March 18, 2010, the political consultant 
handling Mayor Mac Watts’ reelection campaign told 
CH2MHill what she expected.  Delia Taylor of Taylor Me-
dia Services was handling media for Watts’ campaign 
and working closely with Russell Starns.  CH2MHill 
Vice President of Marketing Susan Mays wrote on Fri-
day, March 19, 2010: “Based on my/Tommy’s conver-
sations with Delia Taylor, we’re looking at a four-page 
color insert — essentially a four-page brochure.”

Taylor Media Services
 Delia Taylor, owner of  Tay-
lor Media Services of Denham 
Springs, received payments from 
Mac Watts’ 2010 campaign for 
Mayor of Central in the amount of 
$2,500 on Feb. 17, 2010; $2,579 
on March 15, 2010; $5,900 on 
March 30, 2010; and $2,011 on 
April 5, 2010, according to the 
Louisiana Board of Ethics.  Over 
the years, Taylor has also repre-
sented Sen. Bodi White and Rus-
sell Starns.  She is currently repre-
senting Dave Freneaux for Mayor 
and the Central School Board.

The Mystery of Tommy Higgs
 CENTRAL — Tommy Higgs, 
the former CH2MHill manager 
for Central, is not listed in the FBI 
Missing Persons Bureau, but per-

Judge Kay Bates abruptly can-
celled the hearing despite objec-
tions from the Central City News.

 That weekend, Higgs fled the 
state, and the Central City News 
was able to find him to serve him 
with a subpoena.  Since he was an 

employee of CH2MHill 
and a vital witness, 
CH2MHill had the ob-
ligation to produce him 
in a civil suit.  However, 
they claimed that they 
did not know his where-
abouts.
 Higgs has a Facebook 
page, but it provides little 
information to those who 
are not his “Friends.”  
One of the four photos 
posted on the page shows 

a large “No Trespassing” sign that 
reads, “What Part of NO G- D- Tres-
passing Don’t You Understand.”

Tommy Higgs
Missing since 2010

Setting the record
straight on fees

City of Central
Municipal Services Center
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Central Celebrates ‘A’ School Rating

ing’s location, which will be away 
from the main building of the high 
school, would also help alleviate 
traffic congestion during the morn-
ing drop-off and afternoon pick-up.
 He said the funding request also 
will allow the district to remove old 
buildings from the district’s former 
middle school site and expand park-

 CENTRAL — Nearly 4,000 Cen-
tral students, parents, teachers, and 
administrators gathered at Wildcat 
Stadium Tuesday night to celebrate 
the Central Community School Sys-
tem’s being rated as an ‘A’ school 
system for the second straight year.
 The district celebrated accom-
plishments in Academics, Athletics, 
Arts and Awareness from the com-
munity.  They also had a lot of fun 
doing it!  Each of Central’s five pub-
lic schools competed in a spirit con-
test for prizes and bragging rights.  
 Each school adopted a theme 
for the night, and students, parents, 
and teachers dressed the part.  Bell-
ingrath Hills Elementary students 
were farmers, and principal Laurie 
Gelding arrived driving a tractor. 
Tanglewood Elementary students 
were construction workers, and 
principal Kitty Ainsworth arrived 
in a hardhat.  Central Intermedi-
ate School students were cowboys.  
Principal Rhonda Taylor apparently 
doesn’t like horses, because she ar-

rived on a wooden horse.  But as-
sistant principal Jeremy O’Banion 
arrived riding a real paint horse.  
Central Middle School students 

were race car drivers, and principal 
Jason Fountain arrived on the foot-
ball field in a race car.  Central High 
students were... well, we’re not 
sure, but principal David Prescott 
arrived wearing leather and driving 
a Harley!
 In the end, Central Middle 
School students, parents, teachers, 
and administrators were the loudest 
and won the competition, according 
to the three judges, all of whom are 

Thousands Hail
Central Schools’
Top Rating from
Education Dept.

More Details on School Bond Vote
In Central Next Saturday, Nov. 16

Continued from Page 1

CELEBRATING Tanglewood Elementary Tuesday night were teachers Annette Bourgeois, Pattie Richie, and Michelle Ensminger.

real-life judges.  Court of Appeal 
Judge Toni Higginbotham, District 
Judge Chip Moore, and Family 
Court Judge Charlene Day made it 
all official. 
 Supt Mike Faulk said, “While 
our teachers, administrators, parents 
and students are working together to 
move the bar higher, we could not 
be as successful as we have been 
without the tremendous support of 
all our community members.”

ing near the football stadium. He 
said the improvements would make 
the site safer and better prepared for 
future improvements.
 “Right now, we have to insure 
and maintain these vacant build-
ings, including running electricity 
and water to them. We need to get 
rid of the buildings that are beyond 
repair, to minimize our costs and li-
ability, and clear the way for what-
ever this school board and commu-
nity decide is best for that property 
in the future,” Faulk said.
 “At the same time, we need ex-
tra parking on site to accommodate 
the many activities at the stadium. 
Right now, families are having to 
park along a very busy road and 
walk in traffic – most of the time 
after dark. The new parking space 
will make coming to our stadium a 
safer activity, and we will have the 
parking for future use of the site.”
 He said the improvements at 
the high school, including the new 
parking lot and the installation of 
lighting at the baseball and softball 
fields, are “much overdue.”
 “The crumbling concrete and en-
larging potholes in the parking lot 
have caused some problems in the 
past with damage to cars. We need 
to fix that,” he said. “Meanwhile, 
it’s time we invested in our athletics 
program, particularly adding lights 
to our fields, so our teams can com-
pete on their home field rather than 
travel, or so games can start in the 
evening, after work, rather than in 
the middle of day. We hope to have 
that fixed by this spring if the prop-

Continued from Page 3

See APPROVAL on Page 13
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The Best Price In Roofing
& Sheet Metal Services

Blanco’s Roofing
& Sheet Metal LLC

Serving Central and
the Surrounding Area

Since 1990

Our Top Priority Is Your 
Complete Satisfaction
COMMERCIAL &

RESIDENTIAL

262-1980
Fax 262-1981 • www.blancosroofing.com

marcos@blancosroofing.com
13653 Devall Road • Central, LA 70818

with 4,000 People at Wildcat Stadium

osition passes.”
 Faulk said the technology com-
ponent of the new funding is need-
ed to add wireless capacity to the 
schools for classroom instruction 

and assessments. He noted that state 
testing will be “completely comput-
erized” and the district must install 
software applications and invest in 
some of its hardware components 
to ensure the programs are ready 

for teacher and student use. He said 
school districts across Louisiana are 
asking for additional funds from the 
Department of Education to cover 
these “mandated costs,” but at this 
point, no funding has been allocat-

ed nor have state officials given any 
indication that they will be.
 “Our students need to be ready 
to compete. We can’t just wait and 
hope someone else will pick up the 
tab for our students.”

Continued from Page 1
Approval of Bond Issue Would Allow More Construction without a Tax Increase

CENTRAL INTERMEDIATE principal Rhonda Taylor and assistant principal Julie Stevens; Central Middle principal Jason Fountain with teachers, and CIS’s Jeremy O’Banion

TANGLEWOOD principal Kitty Ainsworth; Ashley Tingle; Central High principal David Prescott with the Harley, and Bellingrath Hills principal Laurie Gehling with students.

CENTRAL SCHOOL BOARD members and Supt. Mike Faulk; Central High head football coach Sid Edwards, and Judges Toni Higginbotham, Chip Moore, and Charlene Day.



14  CITY NEWS  Thursday, November 7, 2013

Vietnam War Hero Honored at Museum

Catholic 28 Parkview 6
Sept. 12, 2013 • Photos by Ron Moore

BATON ROUGE HIGH GRADUATE: ONE OF MOST DECORATED PILOTS of the Vietnam War.  Col. Gordon Jenkins, 1960 graduate of Baton Rouge High and 1965 graduate of LSU, flew 
more than 140 combat missions over North Vietnam and was honored with two Silver Stars, three Distinguished Flying Crosses, and 15 Air Medals.  He flew the F-105 supersonic fighter bomber.  His 
heroism has been commemorated with an exhibit at the Naval Museum downtown.  Jenkins is close friends with Neal Jones, another BR High grad who was a POW in Hanoi for seven years.

MURPHY NEAL JONES, BRHS 1956, was a POW in North Vietnam for seven years.  
He and his wife came to honor Col. Gordon Jenkins and his wife Mary Pat.
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Italian-American Festival Charms

GREATER BATON ROUGE AMERICAN ITALIAN ASSOCIATION sponsored another successful Festa on Sunday, Oct. 20 at Belle of Baton Rouge Hotel Atrium.

“LIVES THAT WILL NEVER RUST”
The remarkable love story of 
Col. James Hamilton Beard 
and his family —
Hero at the Battle of Mansfield — 
Last major Confederate victory
by Danny Brown
(Softcover: $12; Oct. 16, 2013)
BIC Media Solutions, a sister 
company of BIC Alliance,
 “LIVES THAT WILL NEVER 
RUST” is the true story of Col. Beard, 
who was killed at the Battle of Mans-
field, La. “The story of James Beard 
couldn’t be told without fully chroni-

cling the lives of his wife Kate and his 
brother Ned, two people he loved dear-
ly and who returned that love,” Brown 
said. He adds the story is not unlike 
that of the title characters in Margaret 
Mitchell’s “Gone with the Wind.” 
 “James Beard, like Rhett Butler, 
was a prosperous self-made South-
ern gentleman. Patriotic, he organized 
the Shreveport Grays Militia Unit and 
served as their first captain. And then 
there is Kate, his loving wife, who 
overcame numerous tragedies to leave 
an enduring legacy. And finally, young-
er brother Ned, who was at James’ side 
when he was killed and who would go 
on to leave his own notable legacy. It 
is an extraordinary story,” Brown said.

 The book is now available online 
from Amazon and BIC Alliance (www.
bicalliance.com), and will soon be 
available in bookstores and from other 
retailers. For information or to sched-
ule interviews with Danny Brown or 
Earl Heard, contact Earl Heard at (225) 

751-9996 or earlheard@bicalliance.
com.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
 A professional journalist and pho-
tographer, Danny Brown twice served 
as president of the Baton Rouge Civil 
War Round Table.

‘Lives That Will Never Rust’ by BR Author Danny Brown

Author Danny Brown (left) and BIC Media Solutions publisher Earl Heard
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Central Clinches District 4-5A Title

5.667 X 3

UNSTOPPABLE
FALL PROMOTION
$1000 Trade-In Allowance*

+
0% Interest for 36 Months!*

*Limited time only. Certain restrictions
apply. Call dealer for information.

up 
to

Alan Watts 
Service, Inc.
225-924-0487

AWatts Unstoppable Ad  9/16/13  2:09 PM  Page 1

BIDDY BASKETBALL

Central Biddy Basket-
ball is registering boys 
from 6-13, and looking 
for coaches for the up-
coming winter season. 
For more information 
email us at centralbid-
dy@gmail.com or call 
504-722-6638. You can 
also find us on Face-
book, and Twitter.

Central High School
District 4-5A Champs

8-1, 5-0
Photos from Central’s
35-0 Win over Zachary

Photos by Woody Jenkins

CENTRAL WILDCATS’ Jake Myer — One of his many gains against Zachary.

CENTRAL HIGH CHEERLEADERS

Central coach Sid Edwars prepares to address his team after Zachary victory.

Zachary head coach Neil Weiner and 
Central head coach Sid Edwards Central has its sights on playoffs

Dr. David Rabalais and 
Dr. Michael Romaguera
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11424 Sullivan Road
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Central’s Mayor’s Race Underway
Shelton Says He
Would Focus on
Improving City’s
Infrastructure

CAMPAIGN UNDERWAY — Candidates for Central mayor, police chief, and city 
council have already started putting up signs in preparation for April 5, 2014, election.

JR. SHELTON, candidate for mayor, 
studying CH2MHill records this week.

DAVE FRENEAUX, speaking for the Ba-
ton Rouge Loop in January 2012.

 CENTRAL — Central’s April 5, 
2014, municipal elections are al-
ready underway.  Central voters 
will elect a mayor, five city council 
members, and a police chief.  
 Mayoral candidates Jr. Shelton 
and Dave Freneaux have already 
put up campaign signs along Cen-
tral’s major thoroughfares, and 
they are busy campaigning and 
raising money.
 Shelton narrowly lost the race 
for mayor nearly four years against 
incumbent Mayor Mac Watts.  He 
surprised many by his strong show-
ing. Shelton subsequently was 
elected to the Republican Parish 
Executive Committee from Central 
and served as Republican chairman 
for the city until two months ago.
 Freneaux, the founder of Central 
Speaks newspaper, has been close-
ly aligned with Watts since starting 
his newspaper.
 Shelton and Freneaux have been 
on opposite sides of many issues 
facing the City Council since 2010.  
One of the most controversial was 
the Baton Rouge Loop.  The Cen-
tral City Council debated and ulti-
mately passed a resolution block-
ing the Baton Rouge Loop from 
passing through Central.  Shelton 
strongly opposed the Loop and tes-

tified for the resolution.
 Freneaux opposed the resolution 
and said the Loop should be stud-
ied more and the door left open for 
it to come through Central. 
 Freneaux started his newspa-
per the week after the Central City 
News made public records requests 
from CH2MHill in March 2010.
 In an interview this week, Shel-
ton said his priorities are infra-
structure improvements to Sulli-
van, Wax, Core, Lovett, Gurney, 
Hooper, and Greenwell Springs 
roads and extending Hooper across 
the Amite to Watson.  He said Cen-
tral’s economic development has 
been poor at best and the city needs 
commercial and retail growth.  He 
plans to develop a drainage plan 
that would improve drainage and 
maintain it on an ongoing basis.  
He said Central must address the 
sewer system and upgrade it.  Shel-
ton said he favors continued priva-
tization but says it must always be 
transparent for the citizens.
 In his announcement, Freneaux 
said he will provide a stronger 
voice for the people through town 
hall meetings.  He said he has cre-
ated a website and a Facebook page 
for greater discussion.  He favors 
single-member districts for the city 
council.
 Freneaux kicked off his cam-
paign with a reception at the home 
of City Councilman Louis DeJohn.  
Sponsors of the event included 
Russell Starns, Rodney Bonvillain, 
Wade Giles, and Mike Breaux. He 
operates a delivery company. In 
addition to starting Central Speaks, 
Freneaux founded the Central Cul-
tural Foundation.
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What’s Happening in Baton Rouge Area

chased in advance at the following 
locations: GM Cable, FX Salon, Jer-
ry Lee’s, Indian Mound Convenient 
Store, Edward Jones in Magnolia 
Village, Romero’s at Joor and Lovett, 
Romero’s at Joor and Core, Central 
Tire & Auto and Sullivan’ s Hard-
ware.
     Saturday, November 16
     Wrestling Invitational 

10 a.m. to  5 p.m.
 Central High School Wrestling In-
vitational. Come enjoy the competi-
tion and food. 

 BATON ROUGE — Events coming 
up in and around the capital city
          

Tuesday, November 12
 Reagan Newsmaker Luncheon 

11:30	a.m.	•	Lunch	12	noon
 Former Rep. Tony Perkins, now 
president of the Family Research 
Foundation in Washington, will be 
the featured speaker at the Ron-
ald Reagan Newsmaker Luncheon 
at Café Américain, 7521 Jefferson 
Hwy. in Baton Rouge.  The reception 
begins at 11:30 a.m. and lunch at 12 
noon.  Open to registered Republi-
cans, guests, and media.  Lunch $15.  
RSVP to woodyjenkins@hotmail.
com. 

          November 12 through 15 
        CHS Book Fair
     11 a.m. to  2 p.m.
 Central High School library along 
with Cavalier House Books will be 
hosting a fall Book fair for students, 
faculty, and the community. This will 
be a great opportunity to get a jump on 
your holiday shopping. There will be 
a variety of books available including 
fiction, nonfiction, and AR, as well as 
great stocking stuffers. Proceeds will 
benefit the school library. 
           Saturday, November 16
    Dinner and Show 5:30 p.m.
 The St. Alphonsus PrimeTimers 
are sponsoring a Dinner and Show 
featuring Cajun comedian Murry 
Conque at Kristenwood. Tickets are 
$20 per person and can be purchased 
at St. Alphonsus Catholic Church Of-
fice. Must be 21 years of age or older 
to attend.
          Saturday, November 16
	 	 	 		Jambalaya	Benefit
     11:00 a.m. to  2:00 p.m.
 There will be a jambalaya benefit 
dinner for Central residents Rusty 
and Susan Jacobs. Susan has been di-
agnosed with ALS and Rusty is a dis-
abled veteran and has been diagnosed 
with Chronic Debilitating Peripheral 
Neuropathy. The cost is $7 per din-
ner. There will be drive-thru service 
in front of the old Starkey Academy 
gym  on Joor Rd. Tickets can be pur-

3-month contract $50 a month  
6-month contract $47 a month 
9-month contract $45 a month
12-month contract $42 a monthBaton Rouge Business Directory

Painting

Randy Falcon
20 Years’ Experience

No Job Too Large or Small
225-454-2961 (cell)

Appliance Repair

Mark’s
Appliance Repair

Service to all major brands
Shop Central First!

225-261-2270

Carpet Cleaning

BayouSteam
Carpet, Upholstery,

Tile & Grout Cleaning
Locally owned and operated
225-955-6955

Dirt Work

General Sand & Gravel Co.
Limestone, Gravel, Mason Sand,

Clay, Top Soil, Riversilt,
Crushed Concrete, Tractor Work

225-261-3953

Aerobics

❤Aerobics by
Roxanne
225-281-1623
Since 1983  •  Good For Your ❤

Auto Glass

Wind Shield Repair & Replacement
We Come to You • 225-791-7440

Plumbing

LAFLEUR’S Plumb- #LA676

261-2751

Full Repair Service
Monday - Saturday • Same Rates!

Appointment Necessary on Saturday
(Make Appointment Before Friday)

Amway

Need Amway Products?

225-336-5885

Experienced Distributor
Can Set You Up as Customer

Automotive

North Store
7777 N. Airline 

Hwy.
 225-927-2311

South Store
12116 S. Airline 

Weight Loss

Avon

Buy or seLL AVON

Call Karen 225-328-1188

$10 to Start
Independent Sales Rep

 

 

  Central Sno-N-Go 
10022 Hooper Road 

(Across from Seale Funeral Home) 
Buy	  a	  LARGE	  shaved	  ice	  Get	  one	  FREE!!	  

Open	  Mon-‐Sat	  	  2:00	  -‐	  8:00	   

 

 

  Central Sno-N-Go 
10022 Hooper Road 

(Across from Seale Funeral Home) 
Buy	  a	  LARGE	  shaved	  ice	  Get	  one	  FREE!!	  

Open	  Mon-‐Sat	  	  2:00	  -‐	  8:00	   

10022 Hooper Road
(Across from Seale Funeral Home)

Buy a LARGE shaved ice
get one FREE!

Open Mon.-Sat. 2-8 p.m.

Snowballs

For information on advertising
in the newspaper, call

Jolice or Candi at
225-261-5055

Advertising

Central City News

Wednesday, November 20
Constitutional Convention

5 to 7 p.m.
 The 40th Anniversary of the 
Louisiana Constitutional Conven-
tion of 1973.  Surviving delegates 
will discuss the work of the con-
vention and the long-term effects of 
the Louisiana Constitution of 1974.  
Former Govs. Edwards and Roemer, 
convention Chairman Bubba Henry, 
and former Rep. Woody Jenkins will 
speak.  Holliday Forum, Journalism 
Building, LSU.  Make reservations 
at www.cc73.event brite.com

Physical Therapy
It’s YOUR choice.

225.261-7094
www.centralptonline.com

Furniture
Good Furniture That Lasts

7330 Florida Blvd.
225-926-0250

FURNITURE & GALLERY

ST. ALPHONSUS — Parishioners of St. Alphonsus Church in Central visiting St. Alphonsus Church in Rome, Italy, during tour.

    Sunday, December 8
 Remembering our Children
  Candlelight Service 6 p.m. 
      The death of a child is devastat-
ing. The darkness that sets in when a 
child has died is all too well known to 
families who have lost a child. St. Al-
phonsus Liguori Church will provide 
the opportunity for grieving families 
and their friends to come together to 
celebrate the life, love, and light of 
those children gone much too soon. 
A reception will immediately follow 
the service. Everyone is invited to at-
tend.
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no opinion regarding the right or 
wrong, good or bad of Ms. [Delia] 
Taylor’s ideas.”
 Content of the Flyer.  The back-
and-forth staff emails turned to the 
content of the flyer.  Since some 
CH2MHill staff members’ photos 
would be included, Marketing de-
cided to include quotes from those 
employees.  Susan Mayes wrote 
that they should include quotes 
from employees about working in 
Central “that capture the idea of lo-
cal employees but also support the 
partnership model.  For example: 
‘Working for CH2MHill in Central, 
I get the best of both worlds.  I have 
the resources and expertise of a ma-
jor company at my fingertips while 
I serve the citizens of my home-
town.’ and ‘I’ve lived in Central all 
my life, and there’s nothing I enjoy 
more than being able to deliver great 
service to my fellow citizens.’”  
 It is unclear whether the 
CH2MHill employees who ap-
peared in the flyer actually said 
what they are quoted as saying, or 
whether the language was created 
by the Marketing Department.
 No Email Record of Permit 
Fee Comparison. The controver-
sial part of the flyer was the back 
page, which was titled, “Setting the 
Record Straight on Fees.”  It was a 
direct answer to Jr. Shelton’s cam-
paign ad of Thursday, March 18, 
which had been entitled, “Setting 
the Record Straight.”
 In the final version of the flyer, 
there is a comparison of the costs of 
permits in Central versus the cost 
of permits in Baton Rouge.  Yet, 
nowhere in the emails provided 
by CH2MHill is there an email 

Central.  For all their trouble, the 
Advocate was paid $374.
 The invoice for the printing of 
the flyer was $5,020.12, which in-
cluded $1,403 for shipping.
 After the inserts arrived at the 
Advocate printing facility in Ba-
ton Rouge, CH2MHill’s Central 
director Tommy Higgs was in good 
spirits.  He sent a message to top 
CH2MHill officials, thanking them 
for their hard work on the insert and 
inviting them to come to Central 
and vote in Saturday’s election.
 Repeated References to Can-
didates Who Are ‘Our Support-
ers.’ In an email to top CH2MHill 
officials, Higgs quipped, “Don’t 
forget to come down here and vote 
Saturday.  If you are voting for our 
‘supporters’ it is appreciated.  If you 
are voting against them, please only 
vote once!!! LOL.”
 He sent another email to the same 
officials, saying “Thanks again and 
wish our supporters the best of luck 
in tomorrow’s election. Tommy”
 In still another email to Susan 
Mays and Carolyn Alden on Thurs-
day, March 25, Higgs urged them to 
go to the Central City News website 
to read “some very good endorse-
ments from Contractor and the 
Elected Officials (who support us).”  
While the emails were couched in 
a humorous vein, they neverthe-
less sent a strong message that 
CH2MHill had identified some can-
didates for Mayor and Council as 
the company’s “supporters” and oth-
ers whom they determined were not.
 Missing Emails.  CH2MHill 
provided 54 emails to the Central 
City News, in compliance with the 
judgment signed by District Judge 
Kay Bates.  But a number of emails 
covered by the judgment have not 
been turned over to the Central City 
News, including the following:
 • Nine email strings that were 
withheld, because the company 
claims they were subject to the “at-
torney/client privilege.”  The Cen-
tral City News disputes that claim. 
See story on Page 1.
 • Emails from the source of the 
permit comparison, which appeared 
on the right of the “Setting the Re-
cord Straight on Fees” flyer.
 • Emails from “Brent” who was 
rewriting the copy.
 • The draft of the flyer sent by 
Susan Mays at 2:20 p.m. on Mon-
day, March 22.
 Without these emails, it is impos-
sible to get a true picture of every-
thing that happened in the prepara-
tion of this political flyer distributed 
in the name of the City of Central 
one day before the municipal elec-
tions on March 27, 2010.

 In 2011, the City of Central named 
a new city contractor, IBTS, which 
now administers the City of Central.

Continued from Page 11

Higgs on Re-electing ‘Our Supporters’
In an email to top CH2MHill officials, Higgs quipped, 
“Don’t forget to come down here and vote Saturday.  If 
you are voting for our ‘supporters’ it is appreciated.  If 
you are voting against them, please only vote once!!! 
LOL.”  He sent another email to the same officials, say-
ing “Thanks again and wish our supporters the best of 
luck in tomorrow’s election. Tommy”  While couched in 
a humorous vein, the messages nevertheless sent a 
strong message that the city contractor for Central — 
CH2MHill — had identified some candidates for Mayor 
and Council as the company’s “supporters” and others 
who were not.

TOASTING CH2MHill contract in 2007 were City of Central officials (left to right) Russell Starns, Aaron Moak, Ralph Washington, 
Sherri Morris, Mac Watts, Joan Lansing, Lucky Ross, Louis DeJohn, and David Barrow.

CH2MHill Worked for Its ‘Supporters’

showing any such comparison.  It 
seems to have magically appeared 
in	the	final	printed	version.
 At a meeting of the Central City 

Council, Councilman Louis DeJohn 
had produced and distributed a very 
similar comparison.
 In the draft of the four-page flyer 
attached to an email at 11:41 a.m. 
on Monday, March 22, 2010, there 
is no comparison of permit fees in 
Baton Rouge vs. Central.  Further-
more, the proposed flyer says that 
it is from CH2MHill.  There is no 
language indicating that it is from 
the “City of Central.”  
 At 12:55 p.m. on Monday, March 
22, 2010, Roy Hutchinson, Cen-
tral City Director of Public Works 
and a CH2MHill employee, wrote 
to CH2MHill VP Susan Mays that 
she should, “Stand by for Permit 
Comparison Breakdown...”  How-
ever, based on the emails provided 
by CH2MHill, that comparison 
never arrived, or at least not from a 
CH2MHill employee.
 At 1:19 p.m. on Monday, Susan 
Mays wrote to Carolyn Alden that 
“Brent’s working on the new copy, 
which can either go on the back or 
near the community development/
fee copy.”  However, no email from 
Brent or any identification of him 
was provided in their emails.
 At 2:29 p.m. on Monday, March 
22, 2010, Susan Mays sent out a 
copy of the proposed Central flyer.  
However, it was not attached to the 
emails which the Central City News 
was provided.
 Additions to Flyer Copy.  
Somewhere along the way, the fly-
er was changed.  “City of Central” 
was added to the flyer, making it 
appear the piece was from the city 
government itself.  The permit fee 
comparison was added.  But there 
is no record of where any of those 
changes came from.
 Arrival of Political Flyers. 
The 7,500 printed flyers for inser-
tion in the Advocate were shipped 
from Denver on Wednesday, March 
24, and arrived at the Advocate on 
Thursday morning, just in time to 
be inserted in the Friday, March 
26, 2010, edition of the Advocates 
headed for zip codes in and around 


