
 BATON ROUGE —  For the second 
straight year, 3rd graders in the 
Central Community School Sys-
tem were the highest performing 
in the State of Louisiana, accord-
ing to test results announced by the 
State Department of Education.  
 State department numbers also 
showed Central as tied for 3rd 
Place among the 70 public school 
systems in the state, based on per-
centage of students at or above 
grade level in Spring 2011 testing.  
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Tanglewood Students Score Highest in State

See CENTRAL on Page 3

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor, Central City News
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 CENTRAL — Their mother and fa-
ther were killed in a tragic plane 
crash on April 10, but Adalee and 
Smith Pickett have found a new 
home and a new life here in Central.
 Their mother, Laura Ballard, 
grew up in Morgan Place West in 
Central and attended St. Isidore El-
ementary and Redemptorist High.  
She went to live with her mother in 
Kentwood for her senior year and 
graduated from Sumner High.
 Laura met and fell in love with 
Dr. Taylor Pickett.  They married 
and had Adalee, now 3, and Smith 
Pickett, now almost 2.  Dr. Pickett 
was a well-known cardiovascular 

Central Adopting Adalee, 3, and Smith, 2
Their Mother, Father Died in Fiery Plane Crash

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor, Central City News

and thoracic surgeon who practiced 
in Houston and Lufkin, Texas.
 The couple lived an exciting life.  
Dr. Pickett was an experienced 
pilot who used his plane to fly to 
emergencies.  A Lufkin TV station 
reported the case of a physician 
who had performed life-or-death 
surgery for 24 hours continuously.  
Summoned to help, Dr. Pickett 
jumped into his plane, flew to the 
hospital, relieved the physician, 
and completed the surgery.
 But it was a flight in Dr. Pickett’s 
private plane that led to tragedy.
 Dr. Pickett, Laura, and Laura’s 

See THE PICKETTS on Page 6

Overall, State
Ranks Central
Schools No. 3

City of Central Office to Move to 6703 Sullivan
 CENTRAL — The City of Central 
signed a master privatization agree-
ment with the Institute of Build-
ing Technology & Safety (IBTS) 
Wednesday morning.  The pact will 
allow the non-profit organization 
to provide City Services in Central 
for the next five years at a cost of 

under $3.1 million a year.
 The new agreement represents a 
savings of about 15 percent in com-
parison with the current contractor, 
CH2MHILL.  The new contract 
will take effect July 1.
 IBTS will establish a new City 
of Central Municipal Services See CITY on Page 15

ADALEE AND SMITH PICKETT with 
their grandfather, David Ballard, and their 
aunt and uncle, Katie and Ben Foret.  Their 
parents were killed in a plane crash April 10.

NOW SHOWING

CENTRAL HIGH 
CLASS OF 2011

AN ORIGINAL 16-MIN. VIDEO

Go to www.centralcitynews.us
Produced by Central City News

TANGLEWOOD 
ELEMENTARY 
TEST SCORES
BLAST AWAY
Tanglewood
3rd Graders
No. 1 in State
in English
No. 1 in State
in Science
No. 1 in State in
Social Studies
No. 3 in State
in Math
Out of 300 
3rd Graders, 
Only 1 Failed to 
Test at or Above 
Grade Level

Center at 6703 Sullivan Rd., which 
is in the shopping center with Cac-
tus Cafe and Central Perk.  The 
current municipal services center 
is located at the corner of Hooper 
and Greenwell Springs roads.
 Signing the document were 

STUDENTS checked out Miss Cyndi Farris’ science lab at Tanglewood.  Her students were No. 1 in state in science.

Top 3rd GradersTop 3rd Graders
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HD Movie

Central High
Class of 2011

16-minute video
Produced by

Central City News
— Go to —

www.centralcity news.us
Photography by 

Woody Jenkins and 
Jolice Provost
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Central Schools Are Transformative

 CENTRAL — For the principal at 
Tanglewood Elementary, Sandy 
Davis, and her staff of more-than-
extraordinary teachers, their work 
is not about a paycheck but about a 
commitment.
 “We’re a team, and we work to-
gether, but we want to take it to a 
higher level,” she said.
 Taking it to a higher level is not 
easy when you’re already No. 1, 
but Sandy Davis has a plan to do it.

HHH
 Tanglewood is one of the rea-
sons something truly amazing is 
going on in Central.  
 The public schools in this com-
munity are transformative.  
 In other words, the young peo-
ple who walk in the door on their 
first day of class undergo a remark-
able and positive transformation by 
the time they walk out the door as 
graduating seniors.
 As I watched the Central High 
School graduation ceremonies 
two weeks ago at Bethany, I was 
amazed at the quality of the 262 
graduates.  They were every bit the 
equal of Catholic High or Parkview 

or any of the top 10 private schools 
in Louisiana.  
 To the world, it all seems so 
natural.  Central appears to be a 
middle to upper income communi-
ty.  So it seems natural to the world 
that Central High graduates would 
be outstanding.
 What the world doesn’t under-
stand — and even many people 

Public Schools:
A Success Story
In City of Central

 They were No. 1 in science.
 They were No. 1 in social stud-
ies.
 And they tied for No. 3 in math.
 Out of 300 3rd graders, only 
one failed to test at grade level or 
above.  “I’m familiar with the one 
student who did not achieve grade 
level, and he is doing fine.  He just 
misunderstood the instructions,” 
Mrs. Davis said.

HHH

in Central don’t realize — is that 
Central is not a middle-to-upper in-
come community.  On the contrary, 
it is a relatively poor community.
 Don’t be deceived by Comite 
Hills or Oak Cluster or some of the 
fine homes on Greenwell Springs 
Road.  Get off the main roads, and 
you will learn more about the strug-
gles that our citizens are facing.  
 The records at the Central Com-
munity School Board tell the true 
story: The income levels of a ma-
jority of our people are at or below 
the poverty line.
 For example, at Tanglewood, 
350 of the 610 students qualify for 
the federal free or reduced lunch 
program.  That means 57 percent 
are at or below the poverty line.
 But the problems are much more 
serious than poverty.   Teachers at 
Tanglewood will tell you the reali-
ty of the situation — that too many 
students come from dysfunction-
al homes.  In a way, this is more 
about what is going on in America 
than about Central in particular.  
But we are talking about drugs in 
the home, a parent in prison, or a 
host of other serious issues.

HHH
 For the 2nd straight year, Tan-
glewood has amazed the experts.
 This spring, the 3rd graders at 
Tanglewood scored higher than 
any other school system in the 
state on the Louisiana Department 
of Education’s statewide standard-
ized iLEAP tests. 
 Tanglewood students were No. 
1 in English and language arts.

The Best Price In Roofing & Sheet Metal Services

Blanco’s Roofing & Sheet Metal LLC

Serving Central and the Surrounding Area Since 1990
Our Top Priority Is Your Complete Satisfaction

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

262-1980
Fax 262-1981

www.blancosroofing.com

Watching Class of ’11 Cross the Stage, 
One Would Never Guess 57% of Their 
Families Are at or Near the Poverty Line

SUPT. MIKE FAULK has put together a 
great team, kept politics out of the school 
system, been fiscally conservative, and fos-
tered a commitment to excellence.  At the 
same time, he has kept the human touch, 
responding with sincerity and warmth to 
concerns of students, parents, faculty, and 
the public.  Day by day, step by step, he is 
building a great school system.  After only 
four years, Central is tied for No. 3 among 
the state’s 70 public school systems.

LAST SUNDAY, FRANCE HONORED THE 1,811 U. S. MARINES who died fighting at 
Belleau Wood in World War I.  The Marines stopped the German offensive and saved France.
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See TANGLEWOOD on Page 9
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Delivery of Channel Catfish, Bass, Hybrid 
Bluegill, Redear Bream, Coppernose Blue-
gill, Fathead Minnows, Koi, Black Crappie 
and Grass Carp are available for pond and 
lake stocking. A permit and 10 days notice 
are required for the purchase of Triploid 
Grass Carp.

•	We	furnish	hauling	containers
•	Live	delivery	guaranteed
•	Discounts/special	deliveries	on	large	
orders
•	Turtle	traps,	fish	feeders,	fish	traps
•	Decorative	fountains,	aerators,	windmill	
aerators
•	Vegetation	control	and	pond	fertilizers

P.O. Box 85 Fittstown, OK 74842
www.dunnsfishfarm.com

(800) 433-2950
To place an order or for more informa-

tion, call one of our Aquatic Consultants, 
your local dealer, or email: sales@

dunnsfishfarm.com

Delivery will be Friday, June 24
Slaughter	•	Tri	Parish	Co-op	•	Hwy.	19	N	•	8:00	-	9:00	a.m.

Clinton	•	Felicana	Farmer’s	Co-op	•	Hwy.	10	&	Montgomery	•	10:00	-	11:00	a.m.
St.	Francisville	•	Plantation	Feed	&	Supply	•	7708	Hwy.	61	•	12:00	-	1:00	p.m.
Zachary	•	Zachary	Feed	&	Garden	Supply	•	20987	Plank	•	2:00	-	3:00	p.m.

Denham	Springs	•	Dodge	City	Farm	Supply	•	101	Hatcell	Lane	•	4:00	-	5:00	p.m.

M	-	F	•	7:00	a.m.	-	6	p.m.	•	Sat	8:00	a.m.	-	5	p.m.	CST
1-800-433-2950				Fax	1-580-777-2899				www.dunnsfishfarm.com

The 3rd Place ranking is premised 
on excluding the results from Or-
leans Parish, where most schools 
have been taken over by the state.  
Excluding Orleans Parish, the top 
school systems in the state are:
   % Students at
 District Basic or Above
 Zachary  85
 West Feliciana 81
 Central  79
 Livingston Parish 79
 Plaquemines Parish 79
 Vernon Parish 79
 St. Tammany Parish 78
 Allen Parish 78
 Jeff Davis Parish 78
 These numbers mean that 79 
percent of the students in the Cen-
tral Community School System are 
performing at or above their grade 
level.
 Meanwhile, an analysis of 
the test results show that student 
achievement level would be even 
higher in Central if it weren’t for 
the large growth in student enroll-

ment.  
 Central’s school enrollment has 
grown by 60 percent in the past 
four years.  When the test results 
are broken down based on how 
long students have been in the sys-
tem, they show that the new stu-
dents are not performing nearly so 
well as students who have been in 
Central schools over two years.
 “It takes awhile for new stu-
dents to become accustomed to the 
school culture in Central,” Central 

schools Supt. Mike Faulk said.  
“As long as we have such rapid 
growth in enrollment, we will be 
working hard to help new students 
perform at a higher level than they 
may have been used to.”
 Reached at his office in Zach-
ary, Zachary schools Supt. Warren 
Drake said he was pleased with the 
Zachary Community School Sys-
tem’s overall ratings, which once 
again placed Zachary with the No. 
1 districtwide ratings in the state.
 When asked how Zachary con-
sistently does so well, Drake said 
he is never quite sure how the 

Central in Top Tier of School Systems
Elementary Schools Laying Foundation

numbers will work out and that he 
doesn’t believe the test results are 
the final measure of a school dis-
trict’s success.  But he did say he is 
very proud of his teachers and pro-
fessional staff in Zachary.  “It’s re-
ally all about the people!” he said.
 Drake commended Central on 
its No. 1-in-the-state ranking for 
its 3rd graders.  “Central is doing 
a great job, and the Central com-
munity should be very proud,” he 
said.  He said he and Supt. Faulk 
are in frequent communication.
 Overall, 42 of the 70 school dis-
tricts improved their test scores be-
tween 2010 and 2011.
 Statewide, 66 percent of public 
school students were at or above 
their grade level.  That’s up from 
60 percent in 2008.
 The Louisiana Department of 
Education said, 
 “Each year, students in 4th and 8th 
grade participate in the high-stakes 
LEAP test, which determines whether 
they will be required to attend summer 
school or be retained. Students in the 
3rd, 5th, 6th, and 7th grades take the 
state’s iLEAP test, which is designed 
to measure student progress but does 
not determine whether they will be 
retained in their current grade. High 
school students in 10th and 11th grades 
take Louisiana’s Graduation Exit Ex-
amination, or GEE, which they must 
pass at some point in their high school 
career to earn a standard diploma. Until 
this year, 9th graders also participated 
in the state’s iLEAP test. However, the 
Class of 2014 will be the first to meet 
Louisiana’s new requirement for grad-
uation — a passing score on three of 
the state’s End of Course (EOC) tests: 
English II or English III, Algebra I or 
Geometry, and Biology or American 
History.”

Continued from Page 1

TANGLEWOOD HONORED — Earlier this year, Tanglewood Elementary was hon-
ored for Exemplary Academic Growth.  The school has the state’s highest performing 3rd 
graders, based on the state iLEAP test.  Shown are Supt. Mike Faulk, principal Sandy 
Davis, and assistant principal Jason Fountain.

Analysis Shows
It Takes Time to
Integrate Pupils
Into Culture
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3RD GRADER DARRYL WILLIAMS (right) was one of this year’s Best in the State at 
Tanglewood Elementary.  Shown with mom Amanda and brother Hunter, a new 2nd grader.
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Festival of Two Rivers at St. Alphonsus
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Let us help you create and maintain
a beautiful smile for a lifetime ...

Dr. Stephen J. Weilbacher
Family Dentistry

2321 Drusilla Lane, Ste. A • 928-3384
Cosmetic • Preventative • Restorative

Kids Welcome!
SERVICES OFFERED

Lumineers • General Dentistry • Teeth Whitening • Full & Partial Dentures STIHLdealers.com

RESERVE ONLINE FOR IN-STORE PICKUP

Look for STIHL Express 
on participating 
Dealer websites.

All prices SSW-SRP. Available at participating dealers. © 2011 STIHL SSW11-742-96413-5

$15999Trimmers 
sTarTing aT FS 45

1/2 PRICE BLOwER aTTaChmENT

SaVE $50

A $99.99 SSW-SRP. Offer good through 6/19/11 at 
participating dealers while supplies last.

Buy a KM 90 R KombiMotor & 
straight-shaft trimmer attachment – 
get a blower attachment for

$4999
JUsT

13 easy-to-switch attachments 
(sold separately) allow you to trim, 
edge, clean up, prune and more!

Km 90 r KOmBisYsTem

One Powerhead. 
multiple attachments.

KM 90 R  
KombiMotor

Straight Trimmer  
Attachment

$36899

$27900

$8999

STIhL IS ThE #1 SELLINg 
BRaNd OF haNdhELd 
OUTdOOR POwER 
EqUIPmENT IN amERICa
”Number one selling brand” is based on syndicated Irwin Broh 
Research (commercial landscapers) as well as independent 
consumer research of 2010 U.S. sales and market share data for the 
gasoline-powered handheld outdoor power equipment category 
combined sales to consumers and commercial landscapers.

THE BEST
GIVE DAD

Baton Rouge
Pro Power Hooper Road
8326 Hooper Road
225-356-6254
ProPowerLA.net

Baton Rouge
Pro Power Outdoor Superstore
12519 Airline Highway
225-292-1688
ProPowerLA.net

SSW11-742-96413-5.indd   7 5/31/11   6:37 PM

Raised Support for Church, School

Festival of Two Rivers at St. Alphonsus
May 13-15, 2011 • Photos by Woody Jenkins
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The Picketts: Full of Love for Adalee, Smith
‘50 Years from Now, What Will Remain Is the Love’

We don’t know all the circumstances of the ac-“cident.  Federal officials are investigating the causes.  
What we do know is Dr. Pickett was an excellent sur-
geon, he was a good pilot, and he was a great father 
to his children.” David Ballard of Central

Father of Laura Ballard Pickett

DR. TAYLOR PICKETT with his wife, Linda Ballard Pickett of Central, with their children Adalee and Smith.  Dr. and Mrs. Pickett died in a plane crash on the morning of April 10.

The late Laura Ballard Pickett with her son Smith.  At right, Dr. Pickett’s hand, Smith’s feet.

sister-in-law, Jacky Ham, had flown 
to New Orleans, where Laura, a tal-
ented singer, performed with Michael 
Vincent Liuzza, a well-known artist 
who performed on American Idol.
 In the early morning hours of 
Sunday, April 10, Dr. Pickett de-
cided to fly Laura and Jacky from 
New Orleans to McComb, where 
the couple owned a home.  
 They never made it.  The plane 
crashed and burned a few miles 
south of McComb.  Federal inves-
tigators are attempting to determine 
the cause of the crash.  
 Laura’s father, David Ballard, 
who is disabled, still lives in Mor-
gan Place West.  He has been dis-

traught over the tragedy.  He has 
felt responsible for the care of his 
grandchildren and for holding the 
family together.  “You can’t imag-
ine the stress of this.  There has 
been no time to grieve, as we have 
had to care for the living,” he said.  
Ballard, who stands about 6-4, has 
gone from 230 to 180 pounds in two 

months.
 David Ballard’s other daughter, 
Katie, is married to Sheriff’s deputy 
Ben Foret, who works in uniform 
patrol out of the Sheriff’s Zachary 
substation. Katie is an RN at Wom-
an’s Hospital.  Two weeks before 
the crash, Katie learned she was 
pregnant with their first child.

 When news of the accident 
reached the family, they left for 
McComb and stayed there for days.  
Funeral services for Laura were 
held in Kentwood.  Dr. Pickett was 
cremated, and services were held in 
his hometown, Mobile.
 Katie and Ben Foret returned 
with the two children.  This week, 
they completed the paperwork and 
filed for adoption of the children.
 “With Adalee and Smith and a 
new baby on the way, we’re going 
to have a ready-made family,” Ben 
Foret smiled.  Katie, Ben, Adalee, 
and Smith have been staying at Da-
vid Ballard’s home in Morgan Place 
West but hope to move into a home 

Continued from Page 1

See TRAGEDY on Page 7

 EDITOR’S NOTE: It’s not often 
that a Central High School student 
has the last word on the principal.  
But valedictorian Tyler Wales did 
Monday night, and his dad, Central 
High principal Bob Wales, was lov-
ing every bit of it.

 CENTRAL — Nearly 4,000 people 
packed Bethany World Prayer Cen-
ter Monday night for Central High 
School graduation ceremonies.  
A total of 262 seniors received 
diplomas.  Valedictorian Tyler 
Wales and salutatorian Jonathan 
Hooper addressed the assembly, 
as did Supt. Mike Faulk.  To see 
a Giant Photo Album of the event, 
go to www.centralcitynews.us.

What Would
Happen If You
Really Gave
Your Best?

Thursday, May 26, 2011 • Vol. 14, No. 10 • 20 Pages • Circulation 11,000 • centralcitynews.us • ‘Like’ Central City News on Facebook

Central Graduates 262
NEWSNEWS
CENTRAL CITYCENTRAL CITY

See A RARE on Page 2
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4,000 Pack Bethany for Graduation Ceremony

See CITY on Page 15

 Tyler Wales
 2011 Valedictorian, Central High School

Mayor Names IBTS City Services Contractor

 CENTRAL —  The Institute for 
Building Technology & Safety 
(IBTS) has won the City of Cen-
tral’s City Services contract, the 
Mayor’s Committee on City Ser-
vices decided at a meeting last 
Tuesday night.  Mayor Mac Watts 
confirmed their decision and pre-
sented it to the Central City Coun-
cil last Thursday.
 Now IBTS and the City of Cen-
tral are working on details of the 
contract and the transition, which 
is supposed to occur July 1.
 CH2MHILL, the $6 billion in-
ternational corporation based in 

Denver, Colorado, which has pro-
vided City Services since 2008, 
was expected to receive the con-
tract.  Central is the only city in 

Low Bidder IBTS
Evaluated as Best 
By Advisory Body
 Woody Jenkins
 Editor, Central City News

ENJOYING Festival of Two Rivers at St. Alphonsus were Dianne, Anne, and Keith Talbot.
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Final Deadline: 
5 p.m. Tuesday, May 31, 2011

White & Yellow Pages

Final Deadline: 
5 p.m. Tuesday, May 31, 2011

White & Yellow Pages

2011-2012
Central Community Directory

2011-2012
Central Community Directory
City of Central
Yellow Pages
City of Central
Yellow Pages

Louisiana that 
has completely 
privatized all 
city services.
 The com-
mittee adopted 
a system for 
rating the four 
bidders in eight 
different cate-
gories — Type 
of Organiza-
tion, Years of 
E x p e r i e n c e , 
I n f o r m a t i o n 
Technology, Emergency Response, 
Price, Relevant Experience, Staff, 
and Transition.
 IBTS, a non-profit organization 
founded by the National Gover-
nors Association, had the highest 
point totals among the four bidders 

 Thank you all for being here.  
For those of you who don’t al-
ready know, Mr. Wales — or 
Baldy — is my father, so I could 
start weeping at any moment!
 Architect Harold Taylor once 
said that “The roots of true 
achievement lie in the will to 
become the best that you can be-
come.”
 The best...  What is our best?  
 I ask you, what is your best?  
Is it 100 percent?  90 percent?  
110 percent?  2 percent?  
 I admit, sometimes my best 
was just enough to get by.  We’ve 
all done it.  We’re satisfied with 
giving our best, even if we could 

WE DID IT — Amy Coward, Kay Rawls, and Caleb Leger celebrate at Central graduation.

Related articles on Pages 1-4, 20

David Ratcliff will be 
program manager for 
IBTS in Central

Join Central City News on

Get Latest News Updates

Central High Class of 2011 by the Numbers
Beyond the Numbers: Seniors of 2011 Value Faith and Family

$4 Million
in Scholarships

Top 20
High School in LA

358 Hours
of College Credit

One
Nat’l Merit Scholar

Class Entered
High School at
Beginning of
School System

Trump, Huckabee Departures Change Dynamics

Romney, Newt,
Paul, Bachmann
Leading in Polls

Gov. Pawlenty

Liberty Today ® • Volume 1, No. 3 • May 2011 • Published Monthly • www.liberty-today.com • libertytoday@hotmail.com  • $24 a year

IRAN TEST-FIRING MISSILES — The Islamic Republic of Iran has signed an agree-
ment to build missile sites in Venezuela, and construction has reportedly already begun.

™

LibertyToday
A National Conservative Newspaper

GOP Race Wide Open
 WASHINGTON — As potential can- 
didates continue to bow out of the  WASHINGTON — Speaker of 

the House John Boehner says 

 WASHINGTON — Iran is build-
ing a missile site in the Paraguana 
Peninsula of Venezuela, with the 
goal of placing medium-range 
missiles in the Western Hemi-
sphere, according to the German 
newspaper Die Welt.  Venezuelan 
dictator Hugo Chavez and Iranian 
president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
signed an agreement for the proj-
ect last October, the newspaper 
said, and construction has now be-

Will $5 Gas
Sink Obama
2012 Race?

Report: Chavez
Could Intimidate
Colombia, U. S.

race for the Re-
publican Presi-
dential nomi-
nation, five 
candidates have 
begun to emerge 
as contenders.
 Former Gov. 
Mike Huckabee,  
Donald Trump, 
and Gov. Mitch 
Daniels have 
all taken their 
names out of consideration.  That 
leaves the top candidates in the most 
recent national poll as:
	 •	Mitt	Romney	 18%
	 •	Newt	Gingrich	 13%
	 •	Ron	Paul	 8%
	 •	Michele	Bachmann	 7%
	 •	Tom	Pawlenty	 5%
 Gov. Sarah Palin, who is not ex-
pected to run, received 12 percent.
 The poll was conducted May 5 
to 8, 2011, by Public Policy Poll-
ing among 610 Republican primary 
voters.  The poll was conducted us-
ing automated telephone interviews, 
and  claims a margin of error of 4 

Liberty
Today
will be at
FreedomFest
Las Vegas
July 14-16 

 TEHERAN —  
Iranian Presi-
dent Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad 
has appointed 
himself as Oil 
Minister of his 
nation.  Since 
Iran holds the 
p r e s i d e n c y 
of OPEC, the 
Iranian strong-

Iran’s President
To Head OPEC

See IRAN’S on Page 9

See COULD on Page 9

See ROMNEY on Page 9

high prices 
alone could 
cost President 
Obama his re-
election bid.  
Boehner told 
ABC News, 
“If the econ-
omy doesn’t 
get better, I 
don’t think 
he’ll win. If 
people don’t 
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Iranian	Missiles	to	Venezuela?

feel better about government-
run health care, I don’t think 
he’ll win. And if gas prices are 
$5 or $6, he certainly isn’t go-
ing to win.”

Join Liberty Today on

Get Latest News Updates

Gov.	Mitch	Romney Congresswoman	Michele	Bachmann

Congressman	Ron	Paul Speaker	Newt	Gingrich

Ron Paul
8%

Romney
18%
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A Beautiful Smile is a 
True Work of Art

Brock is in the Gifted and Talented Arts Program at 
Central High and is interested in Graphic Design

2 col. x 8”

Hours: 11am - 9pm Sun-Th;  
 11am - 10pm Fri-Sat357-0601

Your Neighborhood Tradition!
Don’s...

00
* Second entrée of equal or lesser value  Bring this coupon to Don's 
Seafood & Steak House, Inc. - Baton Rouge to receive this special offer! 
This $10 off second entrée or up to $5 off second lunch entrée excludes 
evening specials and is not valid with other offers and specials. This offer 
good Monday through Sunday. Dine-in only.  Limit 5 coupons per table. 
Offer expires June 30, 2011. Specials not valid for private parties.  
Only original coupons are valid - copies and downloaded coupons are 
not accepted. CCN

Visit Don’s Seafood & Steak House in 
Baton Rouge--home of the ORIGINAL 
Seafood Platter and where our world 
famous HUSHPUPPIES are served FREE!

Happy Hour!
     Every Day 4 till 7p.m.

$5.00
Frozen Margaritas

Tragedy Turns to Hope for Small Children
Laura’s Sister Katie and Husband Ben Seek Adoption

three doors down the street on June 
15.  Being close together should 
help, Ballard said.
 Dr. Pickett had a large income 
from his medical practice and 
owned several properties.  
 Unfortunately, his properties 
were heavily mortgaged, leaving 
no net assets.  The Picketts’ home 
in McComb has been seized by the 
bank, and there was no life insur-
ance.
 David Ballard said there was a 
vehicle that the family thought the 
Picketts owned free and clear, but it 
turned out that it was owned by an-
other doctor and had to be returned.  
As a result, there are no assets to 
support Adalee and Smith, other 
than what David Ballard, who is to-
tally disabled, and deputy Ben Foret 

can put together.
 Friends and family have been try-
ing to help.  They held a jambalaya 
fundraiser at Winn-Dixie in May.  
 Other than a small notice in the 
Central City News, there was no 
publicity.  But friends called one 
another, and the fundraiser got a big 
response.
 David Ballard said, “There was 
a pot of jambalaya this big!”  His 
arms spread wide apart.  “And 
we sold out every dinner!”  Bal-
lard choked a bit and said, “People 
drove by and stuck their hands out 
the window and said, ‘Here, take 
this.  I don’t need any jambalaya.’”  
Ballard said they handed over $50 
or $20 or whatever they could.
 “So many came that we raised 
more than $4,200,” he said.  “I’ve 
never seen anything like it!  There’s 

really no place like Central!”
 Ballard said, “You know, I was 
never that kind of person.  I would 
never walk up and give money. I 
was more of an agnostic.  I didn’t 
really believe.  But this whole thing 
has really changed me, especially 
seeing how much people have cared 
for us.  I just want to find ways to 
give back.  I know there is a God.  
That’s for sure!”
 Katie Ballard Foret said people 
have been so wonderful to her fam-
ily.  “As hard as this is on us, we see 
God’s work being done through the 
hands of the people around us, and 
it’s breathtaking,” he said.
 Dr. Pickett has two children from 

a previous marriage.  They are aged 
16 and 18.  Last week, their moth-
er and the two children came and 
stayed at David Ballard’s.  “We all 
got along well,” he said.  “We want 
the four children to be close.”
  David’s sister is Carla Kusch, the 
wife of St. Alphonsus deacon Rob-
ert Kusch.  Deacon Kusch said of 
his great nephew and niece: “That 
little Smith is easy-going and quiet 
but Adalee is outgoing and the life 
of the party!” he said.
  A family friend said, “The only 
thing that will really matter 50 
years from now is the love — the 
love they had from the parents and 
the love we all give them now.”

Continued from Page 6

Raffle to Raise Money for Pickett Kids
 VENICE — Seven charter fish-
ing boat captains out of Venice, 
Louisiana, are donating the use 
of their boats and crews to help 
raise money for Adalee and Smith 
Pickett, whose parents were killed 
in a plane crash on April 10.
 Raffle tickets are being sold in 
Central for $20.  They provide 
a chance to win a day of charter 
fishing for a group of four.  Seven 
winners will be chosen, and each 
winner will get to sponsor a party 
of four.  
 The drawing will be held July 
15, 2011.  For more informa-
tion, send an email to adeleeand-
smith@hotmail.com.
 The boat captains are 

 • Captain Eddie Burger  985-
788-5080  
 • Captain Lee Mclean of Blind 
Faith Charters
 • Captain Michael Pittman
 • Captain Hunter Caballero of 
Paradise outfitters
 • Captain Damon McKnight of 
Super Strike Charters
 • Captain Larry Hooper of Our 
Freedom Charters
 • Captain Jerry Allen of Poco 
Loco Charters
 The boats are twin engine boats 
which range in size from 26 to 36 feet.
 Adalee and Smith’s grandfather 
David Ballard can be reached at 
12022 Wickwood Ave., Central, 
LA 70818.

ADALEE PICKETT (left), Ben Foret, Adalee, David Stauss, Carla and Robert Kusch, Smith Pickett, Rachelle Kusch, Adalee, and Katie Ballard Foret at St. Alphonsus’ Festival of Two Rivers
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James Ray Peterson
Agency Owner
Allstate Insurance Company
18522 Magnolia Bridge Road
Central, LA 70739
Phone 225-262-7111
Fax 225-262-7001
Cell 985-517-2194
jamespeterson@allstate.com
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.

NOW OPEN

Marinos Purchase Central Florist
 CENTRAL —The Marino fam-
ily is back in the florist busi-
ness in Central.
 Trey and Aimee Marino have 
purchased Central Florist, cor-
ner Hooper and Sullivan roads, 
from Marty and Melissa Guil-
beau.
 The new business will be 
called Trey Marino’s Central 
Florist & Gifts.
 For Trey Marino, it is a re-
turn to the florist business.  His 
father, Sam Marino, Jr., and his 
uncle, Lawrence Marino, start-
ed Marino’s Florist at the cor-
ner of Greenwell Springs and 
Joor roads in 1978.  The busi-
ness moved to O’Neal Lane, 

and the family sold it about 
five years ago.
 Trey Marino said he was 
raised in the florist business 
and is happy to return.  “As a 
boy, I enjoyed taking orders, 
cutting flowers, making deliv-
eries, and sweeping the floors!”  
Since his dad sold the business, 
Trey has been in insurance.
 His wife, the former Aimee 
Satterfeal, is a teacher at Live 
Oak Middle School.  They 
have a daughter, Karrigan, 3.
 Trey said he is excited about 
growing the business and serv-
ing the Central community.  
“We will deliver in Central, 
Denham Springs, Zachary, and 

Baton Rouge,” he said.
 Sam, Jr., is now a financial 
adviser with Upton, Draughon 
& Bollinger.  He said, “Trey 
comes from a long line of en-
trepreneurs.”
 Sam Marino, Sr., had Mari-
no Brothers Grocery on Weller 
Avenue in North Baton Rouge. 
Trey said he grew up in that 
store.  Sam, Sr., 84, is still ac-
tive.
 Trey Marino is really Sam 
Marino III.  “Tre” is Italian for 
three, he said.
 Trey Marino’s Central Flo-
rist & Gifts is located at 13561 
Hooper Rd. (phone 261-
6482).Trey and Aimee Marino

NEW SUSHI AND HIBACHI GRILL OPEN AT NINE DRAGON. A great dining 
suggestion for this weekend is to try out the new Sushi and Hibachi Grill at Nine Dragon 
Super Buffet Restaurant, corner Greenwell Springs Rd. and Sullivan Rd. Everyone loves 
the new setup. Great Chinese food with a Louisiana flair and a comfortable atmosphere. 
The buffet has many great selections and is a bargain for the entire family. Nine Dragon 
is open until 10:30 p.m. M-Th and until 11 p.m. on Fri-Sat. For take-out, call 262-8988.

Blueberry Farm Now Open 
On Greenwell Springs Road
 CENTRAL — The Blueberry Farm 
is now open at 24393 Greenwell 
Springs Road. 
 Come out with the family and 
pick your own blueberries! 
 It is open Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 12 noon 
and 4:30 to 7 p.m. through the end 
of June and perhaps through July 4 
if the berries hold out. 
 It is great fun, and blueberries 
are one of the 12 healthiest foods. 
And you can use the blueberries to 
make all kinds of not-as-healthy 
treats, such as blueberry ice cream, 
blueberry pie, blueberry muffins, 

blueberry cheesecake, blueberry 
jam, blueberry pancakes, blueberry 
cobbler, and on and on. 
 For information, call 261-6150.

Blueberries: A Super Food

 CENTRAL — Central City News 
editor Woody Jenkins wanted to do 
something special for the Central 
High School Class of 2011.  So he 
pulled together some of the Central 
City News’ best photos from the 
school year and from last week’s 
Central High graduation ceremo-
nies and produced an HD quality 
video as a gift for the Senior Class.  
The video includes more than 500 
photographs.
 To view the production, go to 
www.centralcitynews.us.
 Jolice Provost of Central City 
News contributed photographs.
 Jenkins said, “The Class of 2011 
is a wonderful group of young peo-
ple, and I believe they will make a 
tremendous contribution to the Cen-
tral community, Louisiana, and the 
nation.  Hopefully, this video will 

allow the class to preserve some of 
the memories that would otherwise 
be lost.”
 “We have a wealth of material 
to work with at the Central City 
News, and the new media give us 
the chance to get more of what we 
have out to the people.”
 Jenkins said the Central City 
News is fully committed to deliv-
ering news and information via the 
Internet as well as in print.
 “So far, we have gotten a tre-
mendous response to our Facebook 
news reports, our website, www.
centralcitynews.us, and our Photo 
Gallery.”
 Jenkins said he has been amazed 
at the response to the Photo Gal-
lery at the www.centralcitynews.us 
website.  “In the past 30 days, we 
have had 82,628 photo views on our 
website.  That is pretty staggering.”
 Jenkins said seniors who wants 
a DVD of the video should email 
their name and mailing address to 
centralcitynews@hotmail.com no 
later than June 30, 2011.

Central City News Produces
HD Video for Seniors of 2011

 Want more news about Central?  
Check the Central City News’ 
website daily.  That’s at www.cen-
tralcitynews.us.
 Also, join Facebook.com and 
become a “Friend” of the Central 
City News.  You’ll get news bul-
letins and updates as they happen.

Want More? Become
A Facebook ‘Friend’
Of Central City News
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Celebrating Memorial Day on Amite River

Kevin A. Rogers, O.D.
Baron J. Williamson, M.D.

18522 Magnolia Bridge Road • Suite 101
Central, LA 70739

Laser Vision Correction

Diabetic Eye Exams

Eye Injuries

Contact Lenses & Sunglasses

Eye Diseases & Infections

Cataracts & Glaucoma

Children’s Eye Exams

 Tanglewood’s School Perfor-
mance scores have jumped from 
102 two years ago to 112 last year 
to 120 this year.  Excellent.  “We 
are hoping to receive an ‘A’ when 
the Department of Education be-
gins assigning letter grades to 
schools next year,” Davis said.
 Tanglewood also did very well 
with the percentage of its students 
achieving at the Mastery level.

HHH
 Frankly, we think the state is 
wrong about math.  Tanglewood 
is better than No. 3.  It was, after 
all, only two years ago that two of 
Mrs. Pat Morgan’s Tanglewood 
2nd graders were named among the 
world’s top math geniuses. From 
among two million competitors, 
Bilal Latour ranked No. 65 and 
Rosemarie Skillman ranked No. 98.

HHH
 How does Tanglewood do it?
 Principal Sandy Davis said, 
“This isn’t a military camp or any-
thing like that, but we have high 
expectations for the students.”

 The truth is, students at Tangle-
wood love to come to school.
 A host of great teachers make it 
fun and interesting — everyday.
 This week — two weeks af-
ter school let out — 45 Tangle-
wood students are back at school 
for Space Camp.  On Wednes-
day morning, they were firing off 
homemade rockets (we’re not talk-
ing fireworks) and on Friday they 
leave to tour NASA in Houston.

HHH
 So what’s the plan to carry Tan-
glewood to the next level?
 Principal Sandy Davis is insti-
tuting “The Leader in Me” plan, 
which is based on Stephen Covey’s 
best seller, Seven Habits of Highly 
Effective People.
 Davis said, “We’ll be imple-
menting lots of the principles.  For 
example, learning to be a good lis-
tener.  Leading yourself.  Students 
will be learning to be good speak-
ers and learning to interact with 
adults.”
 “Even in kindergarten, students 
will have their own data books to 

record their personal and academic 
goals.  They will take ownership of 
their education and their lives.”
 “When we have Parent-Teacher 
conferences, the students will con-
duct the meeting.  Every classroom 
will have its own greeter to wel-
come guests.  We’ll teach students 
to look people in the eye and have a 
firm handshake.  It’s going to be fun 
and carry things to the next level.”

HHH
 In Central, there are no atten-

dance zones.  Every child attends 
every school in the system.  Bell-
ingrath Hills is for pre-K through 
1st grade, Tanglewood is for 2nd 
and 3rd grade, Central Intermedi-
ate is for 4th and 5th grades, Cen-
tral Middle is for 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grades, and Central High is for 9th 
through 12th grade.
 Statewide testing begins in the 
3rd grade.  So Tanglewood is on 
the front lines. But, no worry, we’re 
betting they’ll only get better.

Continued from Page 2

Tanglewood: A Bright Light in Public Education
CANDI AND BYRON LEE (center photo, top row) hosted friends at their camp on the Amite River during the Memorial Day weekend



out a subdivision of the land be-
tween the Greenwell Springs Road 
and the river.  It consisted of at least 
125 lots.  A system of streets was 
developed, one of which remains in 
use today—Spring Street.
 Toward the end of 1853, sam-
ples of the spring water were sent 
to various chemists to ascertain the 
chemical analysis and the possible 
therapeutic value of the waters.
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Joshua R. Ebey
LPL Financial Advisor

Securities offered through LPL Financial
Member FINRA/SIPC

• Retirement Planning
• Investment Portfolio Analysis
• Strategic Asset Management
• Variable & Fixed Annuities
• Mutual Funds
• Individual Stocks

4609 Bluebonnet Blvd.
Suite A

Baton Rouge, LA 70809
Office 225-292-8399

Fax 225-757-0268
joshua.ebey@lpl.com

www.lpl.com/ebeyfinancialgroup

Program offers one-on-one instruction and can cater to
individual skill levels. Participants learn hand-eye
coordination and music appreciation.

For more information, call Ebony at 225-261-0126
or visit brec.org.

LEARN TO PLAY 
THE PIANO THIS 
SUMMER!
Where: BREC’s Lovett Road Park
 13443 Lovett Road
When: 3 - 7 p.m
Ages: 6 and older
Fee: $31 per 30-minute lesson

BREC Says It
Will Meet on 
Site Planning
Editor Note: In early 2008, Rep. 
Bodi White proposed legisla-
tion which would allow Cen-
tral to withdraw from BREC 
and form its own Central parks 
commission.  On May 12, 2008, 
Rep. White, Central Mayor Mac 
Watts, and BREC director Bill 
Palmer announced that an agree-
ment had been reached for White 
to withdraw his legislation in 
exchange for an agreement by 
BREC to spend $6.25 million for 
three new parks in Central — a 
community park, a sports park, 
and a historic park at the site of 
the old Greenwell Springs Hotel.  
On May  23, 2008, BREC issued 
a formal budget for the $6.25 mil-
lion.  This budget was published 
on Page 2 of the June 19, 2008, 
edition of the Central City News 
(see www.centralcitynews.net).  
As of June 2011, little of that 
$6.25 million has been spent, 
except for the acquisition of land 
near Hooper and Lovett roads.  
On Monday, June 6, 2011, BREC 
announced that planning will be-
gin for the Greenwell Springs 
historic site with a public hear-
ing set from 4:30 to 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 21 at the Central 
Library at 11260 Joor Rd.

Greenwell Springs: Fashionable in 1850’s

 GREENWELL SPRINGS — In May 
1852, Richard Odom purchased ex-
tensive land holdings from the heirs 
of John Sims.  On August 6, 1853, 
Odom sold to his son-in-law, Rob-
ert W. Greenwell “250 acres of this 
land, containing several springs,” 
for the sum of $125.  Thereafter, 
the springs became known as “Mr. 
Greenwell’s springs.”  Within a 
short time, both the springs and the 
community came to be known as 
simply Greenwell Springs.
 Today Robert W. Greenwell is 
buried in a small cemetery on Den-

ham Road just west of Greenwell 
Springs Road.
 The several years before the Civ-
il War were a period of prosperity.  
Cotton and sugar cane had created 
a sizable class of wealthy citizens, 
and it was only natural that they 
would seek comfort and curative 
powers of the various health resorts 
and watering places, both here and 
in Europe.
 The local population was already 
aware of the excellent health-giving 
properties of the waters.  Thus, the 
stage was set for the development 
of a resort at Greenwell Springs.  
The promoters would be two dis-
tinguished gentlemen from Baton 
Rouge — William S. Pike, Sr., and 
William H. Crenshaw.
 On August 9, 1853, Pike and 
Crenshaw jointly purchased the re-
sort for $1,650. They proceeded to 
develop it into a summer resort, uti-
lizing the springs, the Amite River, 
and the beautiful virgin woodlands 
as natural attractions.
 During the latter part of 1853, 
Henry and William G. Waller, sur-
veyors and civil engineers, surveyed 

 The results were very encourag-
ing.  Statements from famous chem-
ists published in the Baton Rouge 
Weekly Comet included the follow-
ing statements:
 “Many renowned mineral springs 
in Europe are not as rich in iron as 
this.”
 “The intelligent physician will at 
once perceive that this water pos-
sesses the most valuable medical 
qualities.”
 The spring site was covered by a 
large shed, on top of which was built 
a large dance pavilion.  The “Spring 
House,” as it was called, was con-
structed so as to serve as a visitor’s 
lounge and a meeting gallery.  The 
gentle banks rising on either side of 
the Spring House created a natural 
amphitheater, and it was utilized as 
such on the occasion of public or 
political speech-making.
 At the end of Magnolia Street 
and situated on the high bluff over-
looking the Amite River was a large 
hotel, built to accommodate those 
who wished to board out.  The ball-

See 2nd on Page 11

Hotel

Surveyed by
Henry & William 

G. Waller
Surveyors & Civil Engrs

1853

Spring Street

Market Street

Pine Street

Mineral Bath 

House

Holly StreetRoad from
 Baton Rouge to Stony Point (G

reenwell Springs Road)

Streamlet

Bluffs

PLAN 
OF

GREENWELL
SPRINGS

Amite 
River

Parish of 
Livingston

Parish of 
East Baton Rouge

Lagoon

Lake

Illustration by Woody Jenkins based on
map by Dr. Jesse L. Fairchild, Jr.

As of 2011, only Spring Street still exists.

 Dr. Jesse L. Fairchild, Jr.
 From: A Historical Sketch of 
 Greenwell Springs 1850-1950
 © 1993, All Rights Reserved

Points of 
Historic Interest 
at Greenwell Springs
	 •	 1st	Hotel	-	1854
	 •	Spring	House	with	10	
natural springs
	 •	Gen.	Breckinridge’s	HQ	
for Battle of Baton Rouge
	 •	Burial	sites	of	US	and	
CSA soldiers
	 •	Bottled	mineral	waters
	 •	Natural	woodlands
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2nd Greenwell Springs Hotel Built in 1911

fare was $1 each way or $1.50 for a 
round-trip ticket.
 The four-horse Clinton Stage 
could make one leg of the trip in 
approximately two hours.  By 1855, 
there were at least three other stables 
in Baton Rouge making daily runs to 
Greenwell Springs, transporting the 
guests and supplying the provisions, 
ice, and the many necessary sup-
plies for such a distinguished group.
 The two hours or more neces-
sary to make the trip would at times 
prove to be an ordeal, especially 
during times of heavy rains.
 By mid-summer 1855 the gov-

1910 SPRING HOUSE — A new Spring House (left) was built in 1910.  The 10 different springs, each with its own unique mineral content, were located in close proximity to one an-
other.  The mineral content varied because of the depths of the different springs.  Bathers would step down into a spring to experience its healing powers.  In the photo at left, some of the 
employees are wearing their Greenwell Springs baseball team uniforms.  Photo at right shows the foundation of the Spring House as it appeared recently.  The inset shows the concrete 
baths.   The Spring House built in 1910 did not have a dance pavilion built over it, as the previous Spring House did.  A new Greenwell Springs Hotel was built in 1911 — 46 years af-
ter the first hotel was torn down at the end of the Civil War.  Photo at left is courtesy of the Central and Greenwell Springs Area Society for History.  Photos at right by Woody Jenkins.

Continued from Page 5
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room is said to have been the largest 
room in the parish, and the dining 
room is known to have accommo-
dated more than 70 people at a sit-
ting.  Immediately in front of the 
hotel dining room was a large build-
ing which housed the billiard sa-
loon and bowling alley.  Bathhouses 
were located on the river bank for 
the convenience of the swimmers.  
The mineral bathhouse was located 
a short ways down the streamlet 
from the Spring House.  Neat pine 
cottages were available to the visi-
tors.  Additional privately owned 
cottages were scattered throughout 
the subdivision.
 Greenwell Springs was able 
to advertise a barbershop, a bar, a 
large commissary, a post office, a 
large stable, servant quarters, and 
utility buildings.
 Set back a short distance from 
the high bluff of the Amite River 
was a large private school for area 
children.
 In January 1855, Dr. F. J. B. 
Romer purchased for the sum of 
$1,686.50 approximately 11.5 acres 
of the Greenwell Tract.  He then 
established the Greenwell Springs 
Infirmary for the treatment of black 
people.  It sought to utilize the me-
dicinal values of the spring waters.
 The summer season for the re-
sort officially began either in May 
or June and usually lasted through 
September or October. On June 1, 
1854, Greenwell Springs officially 
made her debut into the high soci-
ety of health resorts and watering 
places under the management of 
Captain and Mrs. William Markham 
of the fashionable Harney House in 
Baton Rouge. The festive occasion 
was celebrated by some 300 to 400 
people who barbecued among the 
pine trees and danced at the Spring 
House to the music of a brass band.
 The interval between 1854 and 
1860 was a lively period at Green-
well Springs.  It was during this 
time that she was at the zenith of 
her popularity.  Greenwell Springs 
had become an exclusive summer 
resort, catering to the social elite 
of Baton Rouge, New Orleans, and 
the surrounding parishes.  It was the 
thing to do to either own a cottage or 
to board out at Greenwell Springs.  
Reservations were usually made for 
the entire season.
 As early as May 1854, Hutchin-
son’s Livery Stable was running 
daily omnibuses and stages to 
Greenwell Springs, leaving Har-
ney House at dawn and returning 
to Baton Rouge at sundown.  The 

ernor was in residence and detach-
ments from the Federal Garrison in 
Baton Rouge, including the field 
band.
 The census for September 1, 
1855, showed a population of 163, 
but during the seasonal epidemics 
of yellow fever, the daily census 
was said to reach as high as 1,000.  
The fact that no cases of yellow fe-
ver occurred at Greenwell Springs 
during 1854 and 1855 helped to 
give importance to its popularity as 
a health resort.
 The village itself was unique 
among villages. There was no form 

of government.  The residents lived 
in complete harmony and main-
tained their own strict code of eth-
ics. Opportunities for swimming, 
fishing, and hunting were virtually 
unlimited.
 Evening entertainment was es-
pecially impressive at the resort.  
The Spring House was usually the 
focal point of activities.  It was here 
or in the main ballroom of the hotel 
that nightly dances were held.  The 
officers and men of the Federal Gar-
rison were often invited up to the 
barbecues and dances to the delight 
of both the men and residents of the 
Springs.  
 On one Saturday night, the 
field band was unable to break up 
the dance at midnight, even after 
playing sacred music.  Merriment 
abounded.
 Night events at Greenwell 
Springs were always held in truly 
spectacular settings.  The main ap-
proach to the hotel from the Green-
well Springs Road and the road 
from the hotel to the Spring House 
were brilliantly illuminated by bon-
fires on elevated platforms.  Pine-
knot fires lighted the other streets 
and tallow candles provided light in 
the cabins.
 To view the resort from the 
Greenwell Springs Road at night 
was to behold awesome beauty.2nd GREENWELL’S SPRINGS HOTEL was built in 1911 but soon closed.
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Births • Engagements • Weddings • Deaths
Anniversaries • Reunions

MILLER, LINE
Kristin Miller and Joel Line will 
exchange vows June 30 at White Oak 
Plantation in Baton Rouge.

Milestones JINKS, DYER
Courtney Jinks and Ryan Dyer were 
married in an outdoor ceremony in 
Mandeville.

Kristin Miller, Joel Line To Wed
June 30 at White Oak Plantation

Joel Line and Kristin Miller

 BATON ROUGE — Kristin Nicole 
Miller of Central will marry Joel 
Christopher Line of Belleville, Ill. 
in a 7 p.m. ceremony Thursday, 
June 30, 2011, at White Oak Plan-

tation.
 The bride-elect is the daugh-
ter of Robert and Kathy Miller of 
Central.  She is the granddaugh-
ter of Bill and Joan Buzbee of St. 
Francisville and Don and Marian 
Tischbein of Fort Thomas, Ky.
 Kristin is a 2006 graduate of 
Central Baptist School and is May 
2011 graduate of Our Lady of the 
Lake College of Nursing.
 Her fiancé is the son of Brett and 
Dana Line of Belleville, Ill.  He is 
the grandson of Pastor Scott Baker 
and Jann Baker of Belleville, Ill.  
and Jan Line and the late Larry 
Line of Peoria, Ill.
 Joel is a 2006 graduate of Faith 
Baptist Academy in Belleville, Ill. 
and a 2010 graduate of Pensacola 
Christian College with a bach-
elor’s degree in business manage-
ment.  He is employed with Aqua-
systems.

Courtney Jinks,
Ryan Dyer Wed 
In Mandeville

Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Dyer

 MANDEVILLE — Courtney Lynn 
Jinks of Lake Charles and Ryan 
Evan Dyer of Central were married 
in an outdoor ceremony on March 
26, 2011, in Mandeville.
 The bride is the daughter of 
Teilla Noel of Lake Charles.  She is 
the granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

Jimmy Jinks of Johnson Bayou, 
Mr. Jimmy Noel of Lake Charles, 
and Ms. Ruetta Noel of Lafayette.
 The groom is the son of Roger 
and Terry Dyer of Central.  He is 
the grandson of Dorothy Anderson 
and the late Charles Anderson Jr., 
formerly of Sulphur and Marjorie 
Dyer and the late Reginald Dyer of 
Baton Rouge.
 The bride was escorted by her 
brother, Brent Noel.  She was at-
tended by her maids of honor, 
Kadey and Ashley Noel of Lake 
Charles; matron of honor, Rachel 
Schlatre of Central, and brides-
maids, Ashlie Boteler of Slidell, 
Tina Rafferty of Baton Rouge, and 
Callie Tranchina of Central.  The 
flower girls were the bride’s niece 
Ava Frederick and the groom’s 
niece Laurel Schlatre.
 The groom was attended by his 
best men, Roger Dyer of Central 
and Jared Panepinto of Central; 
groomsmen, Beau Schlatre of 
Central, Frank Canella of Central, 
Brett Poche of Dallas, and Brett 
Tranchina of Central.  Ushers were 
Kevin Williams of Denver and 
Bryan Poche of Dallas.
 The ceremony and reception 
took place at the Fleur de Lis Event 
Center in Mandeville.
 Following a honeymoon in 
Mexico the couple resides in Cen-
tral.

Abigail Brooke Samson
 Jay and Ashley Samson of Cen-
tral are proud to announce the birth 
of their daughter, Abigail Brooke.  
She was welcomed home by big 
brothers, Andrew, Joshua, and 
Shaun.  Abigail was born April 11, 
2011, at 1:22 a.m. at Lane Region-
al Hospital.  She weighed eight 
pounds, two ounces, and was 20.25 
inches long.  Proud grandparents 
are Kate and Mark Saniford of 
Central, Fred and Andrea White of 
Watson, and Jack and Lauren Sam-
son of Pride.

 CENTRAL — Kevin and Mary Ca-
ballero of Monroe and Melissa Day 
Caballero of Columbia are pleased 
to announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Kaley Rene Cabal-
lero of Monroe to Derrick Tanna 
McClure of Greenwell Springs,  
son of Archie Leo McClure Jr. of 
Hoschton, Ga. and Brenda Wilson 
McClure of Baker. 
 The bride-elect is the grand-
daughter of Mary Day and the late 
Don Day of Monroe and Marlene 
Caballero and the late Rene Cabal-
lero of Baton Rouge. 
 Kaley is a graduate of Ouachita 
Parish High School and attended 
the University of Louisiana at Mon-
roe where she earned a bachelor 
of science degree in nursing. She 
is employed as a registered nurse 
in labor and delivery at Woman’s 
Hospital. 
 Her fiancé is the grandson of 
Jewel and Barbara Wilson of Bak-
er and Carmel and the late Archie 
McClure of Baton Rouge.
 Tanna is a graduate of Central 

Kaley Caballero, Derrick McClure
To Wed June 17 at St. Alphonsus

Tanna McClure and Kaley Caballero
High School and Southeastern 
Louisiana University where he 
earned a degree in general studies. 
He is employed with Forest Phar-
maceuticals as a pharmaceutical 
sales representative. 
 The couple will marry in a 7 p.m. 
ceremony Friday, June 17, 2011, at 
St. Alphonsus Catholic Church. 
 The couple will make their home 
in Greenwell Springs.
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Now Seeing Patients
In Central

Call for your appointment
654-7760

Dr. Keith Elbourne and Dr. Joshua Best are 
now seeing new patients in Obstetrics and 
Gynecology at both locations, Central and Zachary.

North Pointe Family Medical 
18901 Greenwell Springs Road 
(at the corner of Wax Rd)

Please call for an appointment.  
658-1303

Central 

Lane Medical Plaza
6550 Main Street, Ste 2000

Opennow
Office

. Obituaries , 

Helen Mildred
Watts Schlatre

 Helen Mildred Watts Schlatre, 84, a 
resident of Baker, died Friday, June 3, 
2011, at Harvest Manor Nursing Home. 
She was an employee of the U.S. Postal 
Service for more than 20 years.
 Visitation was at Galilee Baptist 
Church on Sunday, June 5 and Monday, 
June 6 until services were conducted by 
the Rev. Ron Lowry and assisted by Dea-
con Phil BeJeaux.  Burial was at Hillcrest 
Cemetery in Baker.
 She is survived by three sons, Norman 
R. Schlatre III and his wife Paula Hughes 
of Baker, Donald Schlatre and his wife 
Meg McCulloch of Montgomery, Texas, 
and Michael Schlatre and his wife Cyn-
thia Stroderd of Central; two sisters, 
Elaine Holstein and Sue Clayton, both of 
Baker; nine grandchildren, Jason Schla-

tre and his wife Shan, Ryan Schlatre and 
his wife Jocelyn, Amanda Schlatre, Kris-
ten Schlatre, Brittney Faulkner and her 
husband Brock, Micah Schlatre, Emelie 
McLellan and her husband Ray, Beau 
Schlatre and his wife Rachel, and Logan 
Schlatre; eight great-grandchildren, Em-
ery Faulkner, Lyla Kate Faulkner, Laurel 
Ann Schlatre, Paige Schlatre, Savannah 
Schlatre, Kim Bruce and her husband 
James, and Cole Schlatre; and a great-
great-grandson, Bryson Bruce.  She was 
preceded in death by her husband, Nor-
man R. Schlatre Jr. and her parents, Odie 
Watts and Mildred Robinson Watts.
 Pallbearers were Logan Schlatre, 
Ryan Schlatre, Aaron Goolsby, Beau 
Schlatre, Jason Schlatre, Micah Schla-
tre, Ray McLellan, Brock Faulkner and 
Steve Davis.
 She was a graduate of Central High 
School, Class of 1944.

Mandi Liddell, Brent Charlet Wed
In Ceremony at Old State Capitol
 BATON ROUGE — Mandi Lynn Lid-
dell and Brent Joseph Charlet were 
married in a 4 p.m. ceremony Nov. 
14, 2010, at Louisiana’s Old State 
Capitol in Baton Rouge.  Bro. Jim-
my Babin officiated.
 The bride is the daughter of Bri-
an and Karie Liddell of Zachary.  
She is the granddaughter of Larry 
and Sarita Tridico of Branson, Mo. 
and the late John and Vera Liddell 
of Baker.
 The groom is the son of Ger-
ald and Susan Charlet of Denham 
Springs.  He is the grandson of 
John and Peggy LeBlanc of Baton 
Rouge, the late Henery Chifici of 
Donaldsonville, and Lucy Charlet 
and the late Gerald Charlet Sr. of 
Brusly.
 The bride was attended by her 
matron of honor, Mandi May and 
her maids of honor, Magahan Ward 
and Ashton Gomillion.  Brides-
maids were Brooke Knaps, Aman-
da Charlet, Katie Everitt, Holli 
Drane, and Abbi Broussard.
 The groom was attended by his 

Mr. and Mrs. Brent Charlet
best man, Chris Murphy.  Grooms-
men were Chad Bradley, Tobo 
Gautro, Justin Peck, James Peck, 
Jake Everitt, Eric Liddell, and Bri-
an Wright.
 A reception immediately fol-
lowed.  After a trip to Bora Bora, 
the couple resides in Denham 
Springs.High School Class Reunions

 CENTRAL — Local high school re-
unions coming up include:

Friday, June 10
Central High Class of 1965

11 a.m.
 The Central High School Class of 
1965 will meet for lunch at Sammy’s 
in Central.  Lunch will be Dutch treat.  
There will be a lot of good conver-
sation and laughter.  Plan to attend, 
bring your spouse or a guest.  If you 
are planning to attend or need infor-
mation, call or email Norman Schla-
tre at 261-7558, norms26@cox.net or 
Wanda at 261-3570.

Saturday, July 9
Istrouma High Class of 1961

6:45 p.m.
 The Istrouma High School Class 

of 1961 will hold their 50th reunion 
at Forrest Grove Plantation, 8743 
Stephenson Dr. south of I-12 off 
Pete’s Highway in Denham Springs.  
For information, call Marilyn at 751-
7222 or marilyntillery@cox.net.

Saturday, Sept. 9
Pride High Class Reunion

7 to 10:30 p.m.
 The Pride High School Reunion 
Committee is looking for school fac-
ulty, graduates, and attendees for this 
year’s reunion.  The reunion will be at 
Forest Grove Reception Center, 8743 
Stephenson Dr. in Denham Springs.  
Absolutely no reservations accepted 
after July 1.   Make payment to Ve-
ronica Gregory, memo/note PHS Re-
union, and send to P.O. Box 25, Pride, 
LA 70770.

Caden James Austin
 Josh and Brandi (Guedry) Austin 
along with big sisters, Anna and Bai-
ley, are proud to announce the birth of 
Caden James.  Caden was born March 
14, 2011, at 4:34 p.m. at Woman’s Hos-
pital.  He weighed seven pounds, two 
ounces, and was 20 inches long.  Proud 
grandparents are Stan and Patti Guedry 
of Central and the late Marshall and 
Violet Austin of Pride.  Great-grandpar-
ents are Warren and Ethel Guedry and 
the late Claude and Ida Jeffers of Cen-
tral, and the late Willie Jay and Joyce 
Austin of Pride.

Bruce Paul Villemarette
 Robbie and Brandi (Bush) Vil-
lemarette proudly announce the 
birth of their baby boy, Bruce Paul.  
Bruce was born at Woman’s Hos-
pital on March 27, 2011, at 3:30 
p.m.  He weighed six pounds, 12 
ounces, and was 19.5 inches long.  
Proud grandparents are David and 
Tammy Bush of St. Amant and 
Victoria Bush of Baton Rouge and 
Bobby and Marisa Villemarette of 
Central.

Cain Michael Engels
 Chad and Kellie Engels of Central 
proudly announce the birth of their son, 
Cain Michael.  Cain was born at Wom-
an’s Hospital on Jan. 12, 2011, at 7:49 
p.m. He weighed six pounds, 12 ounces, 
and was 19.5 inches long.  Proud grand-
parents are Kenny and Mary Miller of 
Central and Mike and Jami Engels of 
Central.  Great-grandparents are Bob 
and Marilyn Miller of Central, Carolyn 
Crochet of Baton Rouge, John Sanchez 
of Clinton, and Henry and Beverly En-
gels of Central.



14  CENTRAL CITY NEWS  Thursday, June 9, 2011

St. Jude Bike-a-Thon Saturday, June 11
 CENTRAL — Events coming up in 
and around Central:

Saturday, June 11
St. Jude Bike-a-ton
8:30 a.m. to 12 noon

 The 28th Annual St. Jude Bike-
a-thon will be held at Bellingrath 
Elementary School.  Rain or shine!  
Prizes will be awarded.  For details, 
call Chuck at 261-0555 or 603-6100 
or Dr. Tony LoBue at 261-6000.

Saturday, June 11
Karney Jambalaya Benefit

10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
 A jambalaya benefit for the Charles 
“Charlie” Karney family will be held 
at Oak Point Fresh Market.  For in-
formation, call Leigh Karney at 261-
5758.

June 11 and 12
12th Annual Tour of Ponds

 Harb’s Oasis and the Deep South 
Koi and Pond Society will host the 
12th Annual Tour of Ponds Satur-
day, June 11, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday, June 12, 12 noon to 6 p.m.  
Three ponds on the tour are located 
in Central: the Nicholson’s pond at 
14985 Greenwell Springs, the Cobb’s 
pond at 16524 Quiet Oaks Ave., and 
the Williams’ pond at 6718 Bryce 
Canyon Dr.  For tickets or informa-
tion, including the bus tour available 
on Saturday, call 756-2720 or visit 
www.br-pond-tour.org.

June 11 and 25
Central Area Horse Show • 4 p.m.
 The Central Area Horse Show, 
sponsored by the Deep South Stock 
Horse Show Association, will be held 
at the Shady Park Arena on Green-
well Springs Road.  Judged and timed 
events in four age groups.  Beginners 
welcome.  For info, www.dsshsa.org.

June 12 through 15
Vacation Bible School

5:30 to 8:10 p.m.
 Don’t miss the boat this year!  The 
ship sails with the High Seas at Zach-
ary United Methodist Church, 4205 
Church St. in Zachary.  Dinner will 

be served each night at 5:30 p.m.  
Ages of shipmates are 4 years to 5th 
grade.  Register in advance at www.
zacharyumc.com.

June 13 through 15
Coach Doug Dotson Youth
Football Camp • 6 to 8 p.m.

 Central High School will hold 
Coach Doug Dotson Youth Football 
Camp.  Guest coach will be NFL star 
Todd McClure.  Ages are seven years 
through incoming freshmen.  Cost: 
$20.  Register online at www.Central
YouthFootball.com

June 13 through 17
Vacation Bible School

12 noon to 2 p.m.
 Blackwater United Methodist 
Church, 10000 Blackwater Road, 
invites all children to Vacation Bible 

School — PandaMania: Where God 
is Wild About You!  PandaMania is 
for kids kindergarten through 5th 
grade.  The cost is $18 per child or 
$40 per family.  For information, call 
261-4646.

Tuesday, June 14
Diabetes Support Group

6 to 7:30 p.m.
 You’re invited to Lane Regional 
Medical Center’s Diabetes Support 
Group at 6300 Main St., Zachary.  
Registration is not required.  For in-
formation, contact Sherri Brady, R.N. 
at 658-4583.

Saturday, June 18
Creative Filmmaking • 1 to 5 p.m.

 Teens will learn the basic steps 
in creating an original short film at 
the Pride-Chaneyville Branch.  As 
a group, they will create an original 
script, assign duties to each other, 
and shoot their original short film.  
For information or to register, call 
658-1550.

Sunday, June 19
CPR Training • 2 p.m.

 The Central Fire Department, 
Hooper and Sullivan, will hold a 
community CPR training course.  
The cost of the class is $18, includes 
workbook and American Heart Asso-
ciation CPR card.  Class size is lim-
ited.  For information or to sign up 
call, 261-2000.

June 20 through 24
Vacation Bible School

9 a.m. to 12 noon
 St. Alphonsus Catholic Church, 
14040 Greenwell Springs Road, in-
vites everyone to Vacation Bible 
School for children 4 years of age 

through 6th grade.  For information 
or to register, call 261-4650 or visit 
www.st-alphonsus.net.

Tuesday, June 21
Across the Border with Javier

 In Across the Border with Javier 
Juarez, audiences will discover the 
unique and exciting traditions of 
Mexico from the pre-European colo-
nization to our modern time.  Juarez 
takes children ages 5-11 on a journey 
through dance to several different re-
gions in Mexico.  Javier Juarez will 
visit the Pride-Chaneyville Branch 
at 10 a.m. and the Central Branch at 
2:30 p.m.

Tuesday, June 21
BREC Public Meeting • 4:30 p.m.

 Planning for the Greenwell Springs 
historic site will begin at a public 
meeting at the Central Library, 11260 
Joor Rd.  BREC’s proposed Green-
well Springs Park at 23260 Green-
well Springs is an 80-acre parcel of 
land alongside the Amite River that 
was once the camp for Confederation 
soldiers who fought in the Battle of 
Baton Rouge during the Civil War.  
BREC invites the public to attend the 
meeting to discuss the project.

Wednesday, June 22
Gaming Mania • 3:30 p.m.

 Bring a friend and have some fun 
with Rock Band at Central Branch 
Library, 11260 Joor Rd.  For infor-
mation or to register, call 262-2640.

Wednesday, June 22
The Game of Quelf • 2:30 p.m.

 If you want to play the silliest 
game ever created, a game that makes 
no sense at all, but will make you 
laugh and laugh, come play Quelf at 
the Greenwell Springs Branch.  For 
information or to register, call 274-
4450.

Saturday, June 25
Library Book Sale • 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 The East Baton Rouge Parish Li-
brary will hold a Library Book Sale 
at Recycled Reads, 13505 Hooper.

Monday, June 27
Central Chamber Golf Scramble

 The City of Central Chamber of 
Commerce’s Golf Scramble will be 
held at The Oaks at Sherwood.  For 
information, call the chamber office 
at 261-5818.

PAUL DIETZEL VISITS THE PRIME TIMERS — The Prime Timers, a 60 plus 
group at St. Alphonsus Catholic Church, hosted a meatball and spaghetti dinner with 
guest speaker former LSU Coach Paul Dietzel.  Coach Dietzel spoke on his early days in 
football and how he became the head coach at LSU in 1955.  Pictured are (left to right) 
John Culmone, Barbara Culmone, John Desselle, Shirley LaPorte, Coach Dietzel, Gilbert 
Ardoin, Marie Lee, and Fr. Mike Moroney.

KATIE POURCIAU SIGNS TENNIS SCHOLARSHIP — Katie Pourciau, of Central 
High School, signed a tennis scholarship from Louisiana College.  Pictured are (1st row, 
left to right) Cherith Brumly, Katie Pourciau, and Alyssa Rushing, (2nd row) Betsy Burch 
and Tamera Shows, and (3rd row) Stephen Hudson, Emily Lansing, Kelli Elliot, Amber 
Shuttleworth, and tennis coach Carmen Evans.

GWEN BABINEAUX, vice president of 
Brownsfield Lions Club, presented Maddy 
Watts with a $1,000 check toward her eye 
surgery.  Maddy has been recuperating 
from a car accident since October of 2010.  
Any organization or individuals interested 
in helping Maddy, contact Gwen Babi-
neaux at 938-9011.

 FoundLost&
No charge for listing one week. Call 261-5055.

FOUND —  Diamond earring at 
shopping center, corner of Sullivan 
and Hooper.  Call to identify.  261-
2651.
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Classifieds
$10 for first 20 words, 50 cents a word after 
that. Minimum charge $10.  Call 261-5055.  
Must be paid in advance.  No credit cards ac-
cepted.  Mail or deliver check to Central City 
News, 13567 Hooper, Central 70818.

#1 DUB’S TREE CARE AND REMOVAL — 
Free estimate/low cost.  40 years’ experience.   
C 225-454-4982 or H 225-261-0342.  05/26/11
CLASSIFIED ADS — Call 261-5055 or email 
to centralcitynews@hotmail.com.
DRIVERS — 10 needed NOW!  Great pay, 
benefits and bonuses!  CDL-A w/X End, one 
year T/T experienced required.  Owner operators 
welcome.  Martin Transport 1-888-567-4973. 
06/23/11

FOR SALE — 2001 Toyota 4 Runner.  Single 
owner, never wrecked, excellent condition, 165K 
miles, moonroof, DVD player, towing package, 
$7,600.  Call 225-276-9068.  06/09/11
HOME FOR SALE IN CENTRAL — Four 
bedroom/2.5 bath, 11711 N. Milstead Place.  
Call 225-938-5670 or FSBOBR.com  06/23/11
HOMES FOR SALE — 12500 Core Lane, 
3BR/3BA, 1.3 acre, 2,232 living area, bank 
owned, sold “as is.”  10937 Carmel Dr., Carmel 
Acres, 3BR/2BA, 1,448 living area, $129,500.  
Acadian Realty 225-261-4670.  Call Harry 225-
937-7654.  06/23/11
TWO ADULT CATS NEED A NEW HOME 
ASAP — One male, one female.  Both up-to-
date on shots and fixed.  $25/cat.  Will to sell 
separately.  Please call Jamie or Joey at 225-262-
5280 for inquiries.  06/09/11

$47.50	monthly	January-July	
$95 monthly August-December

Call 225-261-5055Central Area Business Directory

Handyman

Handyman Father & Sons
Electrical, Plumbing, Appliances,
Painting, Fans, Fixtures, Faucets,
Fix Most Anything. References.
Quality work for God’s glory.

Call Tom 225-788-0266 Central area

Painting

Randy Falcon
20 Years’ Experience

No Job Too Large or Small
225-454-2961 (cell)

Appliance Repair

Mark’s
Appliance Repair

Service to all major brands
Shop Central First!

225-261-2270

Home Maintenance

Lloyd’s Home
Maintenance and Repair

No job too small
225-936-7652

Lloyd’s Home
Maintenance and Repair

No job too small
225-936-7652

Carpet Cleaning

BayouSteam
Carpet,	Upholstery,

Tile & Grout Cleaning
Locally owned and operated
225-955-6955

Tree Service

Fully licensed and insured
Free estimate • See Our Ad

The Tree Men, LLCThe Tree Men, LLC

262-6092 • 791-3981

Hearing/Hearing Aids

ACL Hearing & Balance
11424 Sullivan Road

Bldg. A, Ste. B-2

225-927-7011

Dirt Work

General Sand & Gravel Co.
Limestone, Gravel, Mason Sand,

Clay, Top Soil, Riversilt,
Crushed Concrete, Tractor Work

225-261-3953

Dirt Work

Adam’s Dirt Work
Dirt • Sand • Mulch • Gravel

Garden Mix • Limestone
Tractor • Dozer • Trackhoe

3 yards & Up
225-937-4682 • 225-921-1346

Aerobics

❤Aerobics by
Roxanne
225-261-5539

Since 1983  •  Good For Your ❤

Affordable Lawncare
Residential • Commercial

Licensed and Insured
225-221-3913 • 225-448-5569

Lawn Care

Besse & Sons
New	and	Used	Desktop	&	Laptops
Sales	–	Repair	–	Virus	Removal
12221	Greenwell	Springs	Road

www.timpc.com • 225-248-6611

Computers

Tim’s Computers

Plumbing

WE’VE MOVED
13366 Hooper Rd. • 225-262-1234

Across from Capital One

Lawn Care

Red Line Services, LLC
Lawn & Landscaping, Pressure Washing,
Dirt Work & Tree Work.  Free Estimates.

Fireman Owned and Operated.
225-324-1530

Residential • Commercial
225-281-9296

Lawn Care

For information on advertising
in the newspaper, call

Jolice or Shara at
225-261-5055

Advertising

Central City News

Dirt Work

Tiger Trucking Service LLC
Top Soil • Gravel • Limestone

Riversilt • Crushed Concrete • Sand
Backhoe & Leveling Work Available

225-252-5402

Dirt Work

Core Trucking
& Backhoe

Custom House Pads and
Fill Dirt Delivered to You

225-274-6770

Home Maintenance

SouthEast
Construction Co.

Roofing, Remodeling, Flooring,
Siding, Patio Covers, Painting,

Fences, New Construction
All Work Guaranteed
225-223-2953

Home Maintenance

Home Repair & Remodeling
Kitchens, bathrooms, showers, decks,

patios, concrete refinishing with cool deck.
Central area.  Call David

225-505-7675 or 225-505-7674

Central Mayor Mac Watts and Dr. 
Shyam Choudhary of IBTS.
 The City of Central (population 
27,000) is the only municipality in 

City Transitions from CH2MHILL to IBTS

Debbie Johnston Surgery Set 
For June 17 at MD Anderson

DEBBIE JOHNSTON with daughter Kim 
and Brandi Mullen before she became ill

 CENTRAL — Debbie Johnston, the 
owner of Central Perk coffee shop 
and restaurant at 6691 Sullivan 
Rd., is scheduled to undergo brain 
surgery next Friday, June 17 at MD 
Anderson Medical Center in Hous-

ton, her daughter Kim Johnston 
said Wednesday.
 Mrs. Johnston suffered a Grand 
Mal seizure on April 1 while on a 
routine visit to Lake After Hours.  
MRI’s disclosed the tumor.  Kim 
said doctors are optimistic they can 
remove most of the tumor and treat 
the rest with radiation.  She said 
Debbie wants to return to work by 
late summer.
 Debbie purchased Central Perk 
in 2003.  Kim said the family in-
tends to keep the business open.
 Medical bills have been heavy, 
and the family is accepting contri-
butions in a jar at the store.
 Debbie’s husband is Ricky 
Johnston, who retired from Exxon.  
Their children are Kim and Erick.  
 Friends can keep up with Deb-
bie’s progress on a Facebook page 
called We Love Debbie Johnston.

Louisiana and one of the few in the 
United States that has totally priva-
tized all City Services.
 The agreement with CH2MHILL 
became controversial over issues 

of transparency and costs.  Never-
theless, the Denver-based firm was 
expected to be chosen by Mayor 
Mac Watts to continue. 
 However, when the Mayor’s 
Committee on City Services is-
sued a Request for Proposals, 
IBTS came back with the lowest 
bid.  Another committee appoint-
ed by the mayor then came back 
with an evaluation of the four bid-

ders that resulted in IBTS having 
the highest evaluation score.  The 
committee recommended the non-
profit organization and the mayor 
accepted their recommendation.
 David Ratcliff has been named 
the Program Director for IBTS and 
will be responsible for running the 
company on a day-to-day basis.  
All city permits, public works, and 
other services are included.

CITY SERVICES CONTRACT — Central Mayor Mac Watts and Dr. Shyam Choud-
hary of IBTS signed the new City Services contract Wednesday morning.  The Master 
Privatization agreement is for a five-year period. IBTS will replace CH2MHILL July 1.

Continued from Page 1
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©2011 Ochsner Health System (ochsner.org) is a non-profit, academic, multi-specialty, healthcare delivery system dedicated to patient care, research and education.

It’s true. Ochsner Baton Rouge accepts most major insurance plans at our health centers, full-service hospital 
and 24-hour emergency room, where our team of over 300 skilled physicians and specialists deliver the quality, 
comprehensive care you and your family need. 

Our hospital and ER, conveniently located at I-12 and O’Neal Lane, offer a full range of medical care, including 
a renovated Family Birthing Center. In addition, Ochsner’s six health centers offer same-day/next-day 
appointments for essential services such as primary care, women’s services and pediatrics. 

insurance plans accepted at  
Ochsner Baton Rouge.

Visit ochsner.org/batonrouge for locations, to find a doctor 
and to see a complete list of accepted insurance plans.

ochsner.org/batonrouge

Accepting most major insurance plans including:

4 7 +
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Cody Hall Drafted by San Francisco
Central High Grad Goes to World Champions

 CENTRAL —  They were celebrat-
ing at the Ty and Wanda Hall home 
in Northwoods subdivision Tues-
day night, as the news sunk in that 
their son, Cody Hall, was drafted 
in the 19th round of the Major 
League Baseball Draft.
 And it wasn’t just any major 
league team that wants their son 
but the 2010 World Champion San 
Francisco Giants!
 It was a remarkable turnaround 
for Cody who didn’t play baseball 
either his junior or senior year at 
Central High School and walked 
on at Baton Rouge Community 
College.
 In fact, until he tried out for 
BRCC, he had never pitched a 
game.  But he certainly is a pitcher 
now — a pitcher with a blazing 
90+ mph fast ball, a curve ball, a 
change up, and a slider.
 The fact that he’s a powerful 6-5 
and 220 pounds doesn’t hurt ei-
ther.  The Giants are interested in 
Hall for his ability as a closer, but 
the truth is Hall is also strong as a 
starter.

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor, Central City News

6-5, 220 Pitcher
From Southern
In 19th Round

 Cody Hall just completed his 
college career at Southern Univer-
sity, where he was named to the 
All-SWAC team, along with fel-
low Baton Rougean and Southern 
teammate Frazier Hall who was 
SWAC Player of the Year.
 Cody Hall said his experience at 
Southern was outstanding.  
 “People at Southern really treat-
ed me well.  It was a wonderful ex-
perience!” he said.
 Hall heaped praise on his coach-
es at Southern, especially head 
coach Roger Cador and assistant 
coach Fernando Puebla.
 “Coach Cador is a tremendous 

man with a great deal of wisdom.  
Every day, he taught us life les-
sons, using stories.  He has had an 
enormous influence on my life,” 
Hall said.
 Assistant Coach Fernando 
Puebla, originally from Venezuela, 
knows baseball well and had a lot 
to do with his chance to play in the 
major leagues, Hall said.
 At Baton Rouge Community 
College, coach L. J. Dupre made 
a great impact on Hall.  “He be-
lieved in me and gave me a chance.  
He told me I could make it to the 
next level and that gave me confi-
dence.”

 As a senior at Southern, Hall had 
a 4-1 record as a relief pitcher with 
60 innings pitched, 64 strikeouts 
and 58 hits.  His ERA was 3.71.  
He had two saves.
 Cody Hall said, “My parents are 
the best people in the world.  They 
are always here by my side.  My 
dad was my coach and taught me 
so much.  My mom never missed 
a game.  They both encourage me, 
and they mean everything to me.”
 Cody Hall’s father Ty is a crew 
leader at Georgia Pacific.  His 
mother, Wanda, teaches at Riv-
eroaks Elementary.  She formerly 
taught at Central Middle.
 Cody’s brother, Corey Hall is 21.  
He played baseball for Central High 
but had an auto accident that slowed 
his baseball career.  Cody said 
Corey hopes to play college ball.
 Cody said it usually takes five 
or six years for a pitcher to work 
his way to the major leagues but he 
hopes to do it in two to three.
 “I feel I could really benefit 
from the coaching I will receive.  
I’ve had great coaches but not a 
pitching coach at that level.  I feel 
I have the raw ability and can be-
come a lot better pitcher with the 
right coach,” he said.
 Cody Hall said he thinks he may 
be sent to play in Oregon this sum-
mer.

CODY HALL (inset) has been drafted by the World Champion San Francisco Giants
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