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Qualifying Ends for Mayor, Chief, Council

 CENTRAL - Candidates quali-
fied last week to run in the City 
of Central’s municipal elections 
Nov. 6. As a courtesy to Central 
candidates, East Baton Rouge Par-
ish Clerk of Court Doug Welborn 
and his staff set up shop at Central 
City Hall last Wednesday to assist 
candidates and receive qualifying 
papers.
 By the close of qualifying on 
Friday, 21 candidates had filed 
papers to run in Central this fall. 
Three candidates are running for 
Mayor, two for Police Chief, and 
16 are running for seven seats on 
the Central City Council.
 Candidates for Mayor are the 
incumbent, Jr. Shelton, who is 
completing his first term as Mayor. 
Shelton, a long-time business own-
er, led Central through the Great 
Flood of 2016 and its aftermath.

 He is being challenged by David 
Barrow and Marc Michelli.
 Barrow served as the city’s 
chief administrative officer under 
Mayor Mac Watts and briefly un-
der Mayor Jr. Shelton. Barrow was 
terminated by Shelton in August 
2015. In April 2017, an arrest war-
rant was issued for Barrow by the 
East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’s 
office in connection with an appar-
ently forged signature of former 
Mayor Mac Watts on a contact 
with a local developer. Barrow 
turned himself in and denied any 
wrongdoing. Barrow has not been 
charged in connection with that 
matter but District Attorney Hillar 
Moore said today that that the As-
sistant District Attorney who has 
been assigned the case will meet 
soon with investigators to consider 

See 16 RUN on Page 3

See Page 3

Central Elections Nov. 6
— Mayor • City of Central —

— Councilman at Large (Vote for Two) —

— Central Police Chief —

Mayoral candidate David Barrow Central Mayor Jr. Shelton and wife Rita Mayoral candidate Marc Michelli and son Brennan

Council at-Large candidate Kim Powers with Ella and Sara Council at-Large candidate Ryan Meador qualifying at Clerk’s office Councilman Wayne Messina

Central Police Chief James Salsbury Police chief candidate Roger Corcoran

Wildcat
Football

Aug. 24 • St. Amant Jamboree
Aug. 31 • Dunham (Home)

LIVE • Central City News on Facebook
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City of Central
November 6, 2018

On Nov. 6, 2018, Central voters will go to the polls 
to elect a new seven-member City Council com-
posed of two members elected at large and five 
elected from five single-member Council districts. 
Voters will also elect a new Mayor and Police 
Chief. If necessary, a runoff will be held on Dec. 8.  
Early voting will be Oct. 23-30.

Candidates, Districts for Central City Council

Council District 3

Kim Fralick Dave Freneaux

Council District 5

Charles Hinton Jeffrey Meyers

Council District 4

Shane Evans D’Ann Wells

Council District 1

Charlie Habig Aaron Moak

Council District 2

Joshua Roy John Vance

Briton Myer

Wade Evans Aaron McKinney Ryan Meador Wayne Messina Kim Powers

Citywide - Council at Large (Vote for Two)
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16 Run for City Council
New Council Has Two At-Large, Five District Seats

Tuesday, November 6, 2018
Early Voting Oct. 23-30

Mayor
David Barrow R
Marcus Michelli R
Jr. Shelton R

Police Chief
Roger Corcoran R
James Salsbury R

City Council at Large
Vote for Two

Wade Evans R
Aaron K. McKinney R
Ryan Meador R
Wayne Messina R
Kim Powers R

City Council District 1
Charlie Habig D
Aaron Moak R

City Council District 2
Joshua Roy R
John Vance R

City Council District 3
Kim Fralick R
Dave Freneaux R

City Council District 4
Shane Evans  R
Despo “D’Ann” Wells R

City Council District 5
Charles Lee Hinton R
Jeffrey Meyers R
Briton Myer R

Voter Registraton Deadline
Last Day in Person or Mail

Oct. 9, 2018

Sample Ballot

the matter.  
 The third candidate for Mayor, 
Marc Michelli, is a network engi-
neer for large cable and internet 
companies. He designs, builds, 
and maintains wireless networks 
for those companies.
 If no candidate for Mayor wins 
a majority on Nov. 6, a runoff be-
tween the top two candidates will 
be held on Saturday, Dec. 8.
 Police Chief James Salsbury is 
being challenged by former Sher-
iff’s deputy Roger Corcoran.
 The current Central City Coun-
cil consists of five members, all 
elected at large citywide. They are 
Jason Ellis, Shane Evans, Dr. Kim 
Fralick, Wayne Messina, and John 
Vance.  Dr. Fralick serves as May-
or Pro-tem.
 However, last year, the City 
Council adopted a reapportion-
ment plan that established a new 
seven-member City Council ef-
fective January 1. The new Coun-
cil will have two members elected 
at large and five members elected 
from five single-member districts.
 Only four of the five incumbents 
are running again this fall, which 
means there will be at least three 
new members of the Council.
 The five candidates running for 
the two Council at Large seats are:
 • Wade Evans
 • Aaron McKinney
 • Ryan Meador
 • Incumbent Councilman Wayne 
Messina

 • Kim Powers
 All are Republicans.
 Voters throughout the City of 
Central will get to vote on the at-
large candidates with each voter 
having two votes.
 If one candidate receives a ma-
jority of the votes cast in the Nov. 6 
primary, he will be elected. In that 
case, the candidates who ran sec-
ond and third will face off in the 
Dec. 8 runoff.  If two or more can-
didates receive a majority of the 
votes cast in the primary, the top 
two candidates will be elected.  If 
no one receives a majority of the 
votes cast in the primary, the top 
four candidates will face each oth-
er in the runoff. In the runoff, the 

Continued from Page 1

top two candidates will be elected.
 The candidates are:
 District 1 - Charlie Habig and 
former Councilman Aaron Moak
 District 2 - Joshua Roy and in-
cumbent Councilman John Vance
 District 3 - Mayor Pro-Tem Dr. 
Kim Fralick and Dave Freneaux
 District 4 - Incumbent Shane Ev-
ans and Despo “D’Ann” Wells 
 District 5 - Charles Lee Hinton, 
Jeffrey Meyers, and Briton Myer
 All are Republicans except 
Charlie Habig.
 The candidates will all have to 
comply with strict reporting re-
quirements by the state campaign 
finance office and less stringent 
person financial disclosures.
 

FORMER COUNCILMAN Aaron Moak who served on the City Council from 2006 
to 2014 is running from District 1. Fred Sliman of the Clerk’s office helped with papers.
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Cutlines for identification

Thank You, Central!

Central Community School Board
Not Paid for at Taxpayers Expense

   We feel honored and very 
grateful to be re-elected 
without opposition! We will  
continue to do our best for 
the students of the Central 
Community School System!

Board member Dr. David Walker
and wife Jill

Board member Will Easley
and wife Dot

Board member Dr. Jim Gardner
and wife Maryanne

Board member Sharon Browning with husband BobbyBoard member Ruby Foil Board member Roxanne Atkinson
with husband Earl

   Welcome to 
New Board Member 

Dr. Keith Holmes
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Mayor Shelton Kicks Off Campaign
‘Jr. Did It!’ Campaign Theme Lists Accomplishments

Become the CEO of Your Family Business

Ian E. JamEsIan E. JamEs

Serving Central Since 1994 • Member, Central Masonic Lodge 442
 Served on Board of CABA and Central Chamber • MBA, LSU

Call for a Free Appointment to Discuss Your Options

Ian James
Capital Financial Group

8550 United Plaza Boulevard
Suite 702

225Wealth.com

Phone 225-261-9606
ian.james@225Wealth.com

®® ®®CRPC  , aams
FInanCIal advIsoR
CRPC  , aams
FInanCIal advIsoR

Ian James

Jeanne and Darryl Hickman
We’ve been clients 10 years. Ian is one of 
the best things that ever happened to us. 
He’s literally changed our lives. We highly 
recommend Ian James.

SCAN
HERE

Download
QR Reader

Securities by licensed individuals offered through Investa-
corp, Inc,. a registered broker/dear. Member, FINRA, SIPC

Don’t Have a Business?  
Of Course You Do!

 Whether you have a multimillion dollar 
company that’s been around forever or 
you are a surviving widow who just lost her 
husband — or anything in between — you 
are a business with income, expenses, and 
assets.  If you’re not handling that business 
like a CEO, then you are not doing your 
business justice.
 We help you analyze your financial situ-
ation and then take charge like a CEO and 
do the things that must be done to develop 
and expand streams of income to prepare 
for retirement or improve your retirement.

Gil Matherne, Brennan Easley, and Mayor Jr. Shelton Mayor announces Jr. Did It! campaign. Central native Clerk of Court Doug Welborn

Rep. Barry Ivey, Derek Babcock, Bob Morgan, Chief James and Brigette Salsbury, former Mayor Tom Ed McHugh, Sheriff Sid Gautreaux, and John and Leslie Vance
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Your Hometown Physical TherapyYour Hometown Physical Therapy

225-261-7094225-261-7094
www.centralptonline.comwww.centralptonline.com

Free Athletic Clinic
Every Saturday After Game  

9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
High school athletes from Central 
High, Central Private, and other area 
schools who suffer a sports injury are 
welcome Saturday mornings after the 
game for free evaluation and recom-
mendations.

13111 Hooper Rd. 
 Central, LA 70818
13111 Hooper Rd. 
 Central, LA 70818

2018 Varsity Football Schedule

Aug. 16 East Ascension Scrimmage Home
Aug. 24 St. Amant - Jamboree             Away  
Aug. 31  Dunham Home
Sept. 7 Dutchtown Away
Sept. 14  Jesuit Home
Sept. 21 Scotlandville Home
Sept. 28  Belaire HOCO Home
Oct. 5  Live Oak Away
Oct. 12 Brusly Home
Oct. 19 Zachary - Sr. Night Home
Oct. 26 Denham Springs             Away 
Nov. 2 Walker             Away

2018 Varsity Football Schedule

Aug. 3 Silliman-  Scrimmage Away
Aug. 10 Jamboree             TBA  
Aug. 17  CHEF Home
Aug. 24 Cathedral Away
Aug. 31  Glenbrook Home
Sept. 7 Porters Chapel Home
Sept. 14  Centerville Away
Sept. 21 ASC Away
Sept 28 Bowling Green HOCO Home
Oct. 12 Silliman - Sr. Night Home
Oct. 19 ACCS             Away 

CENTRAL WILDCATS 

Tom

Richard

Athletes Come by and See 
Erik Strahan 

D.P.T. and Certified Atheltic Trainer
Erik can Meet all your Needs and 

You will be Back on the Field SOON!

Best of Luck to

and to

May your 
Injuries be
Few and 
Your TD’s 

MANY!
Greta
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(1) Offer Subject to Credit Approval. Some Restrictions Apply. See Store Associate for Details.
* Product Price - Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Models 

subject to limited availability. Specifications and programs are subject to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit 
specifications.

© 2018 Cub Cadet         

STARTING AT:
$2,299*

RZT L SERIES
ZERO-TURN RIDERS

• Professional-grade V-
Twin engines

• 34-54" Deck options

• Over-sized lap bars 

STARTING AT:
$1,499*

XT1 ENDURO SERIES
LAWN & GARDEN TRACTORS

• Easy steering & handling

• 42"-54" deck options
• Tuff Torq® Transmission

STARTING AT:
$9,699*

700 YELLOW
UTILITY VEHICLE ¶

• 686cc EFI Liquid-Cooled

• Fully-loaded features

• Tows up to 1,200-lbs.

TAKE STRENGTH
 FOR A TEST-DRIVE.

Zero-turn handling combined with
the ease of steering-wheel control

and four-wheel steering makes
for unmatched stability and

unprecedented versatility.

RZT SX SERIES
ZERO-TURN RIDERS WITH 
STEERING WHEEL CONTROL

STARTING AT:

$2,999* 

¶ Cub Cadet Utility Vehicles are intended for off-road use.

UsA
� l}([Ji:!Am03 l]C])QJOIJ:fill[}]JIT, 

"Mr. Truck Stull'' 
DAVID FORBES 

TR■OK ST■FF 

14330 Plank Rd.• Baker, LA 70714 
(across from Wal-Mart}• (225) 774-9797 

UsA
� l}([Ji:!Am03 l]C])QJOIJ:fill[}]JIT, 

brec.org/thismonth #DiscoverJuly

Check out BREC’s events celebrating 
PARK AND RECREATION MONTH at 
brec.org/thismonth, and share your 
experiences with us at #DiscoverJuly!

Central Candidates Qualify for Nov. 6

Police chief candidate Roger Corcoran; Wade Evans and Aaron McKinney, candidates for Council at Large; Council candidate Jeffrey Meyers, and Mayor Pro-tem Kim Fralick

Clerk of Court Doug Welborn with Council candidate Charlie Habig, Councilman Shane Evans, and Council candidate Josh Roy

Clerk of Court Doug Welborn and his crew paid a courtesy visit to Central to qualify candidates; Police Chief James Salsbury, Councilman John Vance, and Fred Sliman.

Candidates 
Sign Up to Run in 

Nov. 6 Election
Photos by

Jolice Provost
July 19, 2018
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Hard Work
Honesty • Integrity

Jr Did It!

Mayor Jr. Shelton
City of Central

• Worked Tirelessly to Restore Central
 After the Flood of August 2016
• Cleaned Many Miles of Drainage
• Worked to Secure Funding of Comite
 Diversion Canal
• No New Taxes
• Designing Master Drainage Plan
• Reviewing City Master Plan
• Bringing Viable Businesses to Central
• Bringing Good Jobs to Central
• Providing a Stable Real Estate Market
• Widened Frenchtown Road
• Beginning Construction of City Center

Mayor Jr. Shelton and family

 CENTRAL — Eight years ago, a 
group of concerned citizens ap-
proached Jim Lloyd, president of 
Cornerstone Commerical Flooring, 
and asked him to consider running 
for the Central Community School 
Board. Lloyd answered the call and 
with the help of his No. 1 booster, 
his wife Gail, he was elected handily!
 For the past eight years, Jim Lloyd 
has been one of the most diligent board 
members. His wealth of business ex-
perience helped keep the school sys-
tem on a solid financial footing, even 
after the Great Flood of August 2016.
 He sacrificed a great deal to serve 
the people of Central and help give 
them a quality school system. He con-
tinued to serve, even when he became 
deathly ill at the same time the flood 
devastated his business.
 Jim has recovered his health and 
his business is booming. However, 
he recently decided that it was time to 
move on to new challenges and reluc-
tantly decided not to seek reelection.
 The other members of the school 
board expressed their appreciation 
for Jim’s service and several turned in 
statements to the Central City News.
Ruby Foil
 It has been such a pleasure serv-
ing with Jim Lloyd. He has been 
an asset to us when we have had to 
make decisions about facilities and 
construction. He is very knowledge-
able in many areas. He has a love and 
concern for all of our students and a 
passion for the arts. We will definitely 
miss him and his ability to state hard 
things in a very gentle way. I hope that 
he will still give us input at committee 
meetings. I wish Jim and his family 
the very best. 
Will Easley
 He doesn’t talk just to hear himself 

Jim Lloyd Served 8 Years
On Central School Board

Will Embark on New Areas of Service

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

talk. He thinks before he speaks. He 
speaks with wisdom and people listen.
Dr. Jim Gardner
 Jim Lloyd gave new dimensions 
to the board’s discussions.  His busi-
ness experience and creative think-
ing were invaluable.  Jim’s commit-
ment to doing what was best for our 
students was always evident in his 
thought processes.
Roxanne Atkinson 
 Jim has been a valued member of 
our School Board for many reasons.  
He and his wife Gail promoted and 
encouraged the arts in our system by 
making sure many of our students 
had opportunities to attend art events. 
He also has the ability to see all sides 
of a situation, thinking it through 
and then eloquently expressing his 
thoughts. He is a gentleman and one 
of the kindest people I have ever met. 
He has become a friend as well as 
a colleague.  I respect him greatly!
 On behalf of the Central City 
News, thank you, Jim Lloyd, for a job 
well done!

Board member Jim and Gail Lloyd
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New City Hall Will Be a Worthy Symbol for City of Central

Why New City Hall Makes Sense

CENTRAL’S FIRST CITY HALL — When Central officially came into existence on 
July 11, 2005, there was no public building appropriate to serve as City Hall. Mayor 
Mac Watts asked Central City News editor Woody Jenkins if the city could move in for 
awhile, and Jenkins readily agreed. In July and August 2005, City Hall was in the Central 
City News office, then at 12023 Sullivan Road. Jenkins’ card table served as Watts’ desk.

Councilman Ellis
Clearly Explained 
The Need, Cost
Of Building New
Central City Hall

New City Hall Is Same as 10,000-Square-Foot City Hall Proposed in 2009
With Addition of 7,000 Square Feet for a Tenant Paying Fair Market Value

 CENTRAL — If you are as old as I 
am, you probably remember Gov. 
Jimmy Davis’ monstrosity — his mil-
lion dollar mansion! Shortly after Da-
vis was elected and began his second 
term in office in 1960, he proposed 
building a much-needed Governor’s 
Mansion.  
 Most people agreed that it was 
needed but the unbelievable price 
tag of over $1 million created a 
statewide controversy in the public 
and in the media.  People said any 
legislator who voted for the million 
dollar mansion would be defeated 
at the next election. But Gov. Davis 
went forward. The legislature ap-

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

proved it, and it was 
built. By the the 
time of the election, 
the controversy was 
all but forgotten be-
cause the beautiful 
Governor’s Man-
sion was already 
built and occupied 
by the governor. 
No one was de-
feated, and the op-

ponents of the mansion were too em-
barrassed to mention the topic again.
 Since then, our governors have 
had a worthy place as their residence 
and they have opened the doors of the 
mansion to all of us. Every year, hun-
dreds of public events are held there. 
Since the 1960’s, many thousands of 
events. The Governor’s Mansion is a 
show place for our state and a remind-
er that we are worthy of nice things 
and can be trusted with them.
 Much the same things were said 
about the State Capitol when Huey 
Long spent $3 million to build the 
Capitol during the depths of the Great 
Depression.
 Can you imagine our city without 
that amazing Capitol building?  The 
Capitol is one of the great symbols of 
our state.  It is on postcards and trav-
elogues and in history books.  It is a 
powerful statement that Louisiana is 
an important place.
 If you understand that, then you 
understand why Central’s new City 

Woody Jenkins

Hall must be built — not delayed 
any longer and not cheapened into 
some kind of metal building worthy 
of South Choctaw. The reality is to-
day Central has nothing. No public 
buildings, no outstanding parks or 
museums, no attractions of any kind.  
Finally, we have a wonderful School 
Complex, and that is the only thing 
we have.
 As I listened to debate on the City 
Hall, it’s almost as though I hear peo-
ple saying, “Central is not worthy of 
anything so grand!”
 Are you kidding?  Central is do-
ing very, very well.  We have the No. 
2 school system in the state. We are 
the third wealthiest city in the state.  
We are running surpluses at the rate 
of $4 million a year and have a huge 
amount in the bank.
 I hear a “broke” mentality speak-
ing.  But Central is not broke.  You 
would think we are.  Is anyone embar-
rassed that our City Hall still operates 
out of a rundown shopping center?  At 
this point in our history — 13 years 
after incorporation — we have to have 
a vision for the future and present an 
image of success. If a big company 
is considering locating here and they 
visit our current City Hall, do you re-

ally think they will be impressed and 
want to invest here?
 If we don’t have enough vision to 
invest in our future, no one else will.
 I hear some people talking about 
Central “bursting at the seams”!  Are 
you serious?  Central hasn’t grown at 
all since incorporation in 2005!  Our 
population is within 1,000 of where it 
was then.
 Mayor Shelton often says that, as a 
city, “Either we are growing or we are 
dying!”  Right now we are not grow-
ing, and if the no-growth-at-all men-
tality takes control, we will die.
 Just look at our friends in Baker. 
Back in the 1990’s, they were so wor-
ried about growing that they put a 
moratorium on growth.  Guess what? 
They’ve never grown since! Unfor-
tunately, the city is a basket case and 
going down.
 Beware the pied pipers who say 
“We have to solve the drainage prob-
lems first!”  Seriously?  Central is a 
low lying place between two rivers 
that don’t have levees. It has always 
flooded, and unless someone can re-
peal the law of gravity, flooding will 
always be a problem. Hundreds of 
millions of dollars are already in the 
pipeline to address the drainage prob-

lem, but there will always be a drain-
age problem.  We could be here 100 
years from now and some people 
would still be saying, “We have to 
solve the drainage problem before we 
build a new City Hall!”
 That’s ridiculous!  We should be 
able to walk and crew gum at the 
same time.  There are many problems 
that have to addressed. No. 1 is drain-
age, but it IS being addressed!
 The new City Hall will be a power-
ful symbol of the City of Central and 
its success! Today, Central has a great 
story to tell.  One part of the story is 
the importance of good quality public 
schools that everyone attends. Anoth-
er part of the story is the importance 
of law and order, an armed population 
ready to defend itself. Another part of 
the story is the success of privatiza-
tion, which is what is giving us large 
surpluses and money in the bank.
 City Hall will be a constant bless-
ing to this city and all its citizens. It 
will be the center of the community.  
What is that worth?  It will the base of 
a town center.  What is that worth?  It 
will give us pride in our community.  
What is that worth?
 Of course, you realize that when 
we take $5 million in state and local 
funds and build a City Hall, we have 
a $5 million asset, right?  Our assets 
are not being destroyed.  This is not 
like a giveaway where you have $5 
million and its gone.  We will have 
a $5 million building on the balance 
sheet.  Instead of $5 million sitting in 
the bank drawing a puny interest rate, 
that asset will sitting at the corner of 
Hooper and Sullivan roads, a shining 
symbol that Central is a success and 
has a great future!

      A City Hall that will serve the people of Central into 
the 2040’s or 2050’s is a bargain at $5 million. The City 
of Central runs surpluses every year and has millions 
in the bank. Privatization and watching every penny 
have paid off!  Having a beautiful facility owned by the 
public instead of paying rent is a no-brainer.”
“
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Get outage updates sent 
directly to your phone!

It’s easy! Sign up online at 
DEMCO.org or download 
our app.

How?

demco.org

/DEMCOLouisiana 

Either way it’s easy to enable 
our Enhanced Alert System 
which allows you to receive alerts 
through email or text messages.

MANAGE OUTAGE UPDATE 
ALERTS  THROUGH OUR APP 
OR BY SIGNING IN TO YOUR 
ACCOUNT ONLINE.

DOWNLOAD THE APP TODAY.

ervices:S

all to Schedule Your Eye Exam
225.262.8141

Central Professional Plaza
11424 Sullivan Road

David P. Fargason, MD

• NEW LASER Cataract/Implants
     Tecnis Multifocal and
     Toric Lenses for Astigmatism 
• Glaucoma/Laser
• LASIK BLADE FREE
• Eye Examinations
• Contact Lenses
• Optical
• Diabetic Eye Exams

David P. Fargason, M.D.
Robert Geier, O.D.
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Victory Academy
est.1980

MINISTRY OF VICTORY HARVEST CHURCH
PRE-K - 8TH

“A love for learning brings us together 
a desire for excellence sets us apart.”

3953 N. Flannery Rd.
225-272-8339

Non-discriminatory admissions policy

Council Approves City Hall 5-0
Vote on Conditional Use Permit Moves Project Forward

 CENTRAL — The Central City 
Council Tuesday night unanimously 
approved issuing a Conditional Use 
permit for the proposed $5 million 
Central City Hall, which will be lo-
cated at the corner of Hooper and 
Sullivans roads. The permit opens 
the door for public bids to be solic-
ited for the project by early fall.
 The vote to issue the permit was 
5-0 with Councilmen Jason Ellis, 
Shane Evans, Kim Fralick, Wayne 
Messina, and John Vance all voting 
yes. However, before the vote, the 
Council heard more than two hours of 
testimony, mostly from opponents.
 Most opponents said they fa-
vored building a City Hall and many 
agreed with locating it at the cor-
ner of Hopper and Sullivans roads. 
However, they questioned the price 
tag of $5 million.
 The hearing opened with a re-
port by Councilman Jason Ellis 
who traced the history of the proj-
ect from its origins in 2009. His de-
tailed report explained the various 
committees and public hearings that 
were held over the past nine years.
 Ellis analyzed the cost of the 
project and the various savings he 
said could result over the life of the 
building, which could be 50 years 
or more. He explained that without 
the City Hall, there would be no 
town center.
 In the final analysis, Council 
members said years of study made 
it clear building a new City Hall 
like the one proposed would be a 
boon for Central’s future.

Central City Councilman Jason Ellis gave analysis of City Hall; Councilman Wayne Messina, and architect Josh Hoffpauir

Central City Councilmen listened to public testimony for and against the proposed City Hall.

Councilmen John Vance (left) and Shane Evans addressed objections; Ted McCulley, Alton Ray Ashford, and Erica Lee.
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Tuesday, August 14, 2018Tuesday, August 14, 2018
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No Reservation Necessary
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Newsmaker Luncheon

Garret Graves and Chris HesterGarret Graves and Chris Hester

 CENTRAL — In a most unusual 
move, voters returned all six in-
cumbent school board members for 
another four years without opposi-
tion. A seventh member, Dr. Keith 
Holmes, was also elected without 
opposition. School board vice presi-
dent Roxanne Atkinson thanked ev-
eryone on behalf of the board. “We 
are just so honored and humbled 
that people expressed their satisfac-
tion in this way. On behalf of all of 
us, thank you so much!”

Central School Board Unopposed

The Best Price In Roofing
& Sheet Metal Services

Blanco’s Roofing
& Sheet Metal LLC

Serving Central and
the Surrounding Area

Since 1990

Our Top Priority Is Your 
Complete Satisfaction
COMMERCIAL &

RESIDENTIAL

262-1980
Fax 262-1981 • www.blancosroofing.com

marcos@blancosroofing.com
13653 Devall Road • Central, LA 70818

Half Page Program(5.5”x4.25”)
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Kelly Lastrapes, CRPC®
Financial Advisor
.

4600 Sherwood Common Blvd
Suite 103
Baton Rouge, LA 70816
225-292-4971

Dreaming Up the 
Ideal Retirement 
Is Your Job. Helping 
You Get There Is Ours.

To learn more about why Edward 
Jones makes sense for you, call or 
visit a fi nancial advisor today.

Lewis Wrecker Service, Inc.
Family Owned and Operated since 1956

9555 Joor Road
Central,  LA 70818

You have tried the rest!  Now USE the BEST!

225-261-2995

Remember When?
Lewis Cafe on

Airline Highway
in the 1950’s

Lewis Wrecker Service, Inc.
Family Owned and Operated since 1956

9555 Joor Road
Central,  LA 70818

You have tried the rest!  Now USE the BEST!

225-261-2995

Remember When?
Lewis Cafe on

Airline Highway
in the 1950’s

Newly-elected school board member Dr. Keith Holmes with incumbent members Ruby Foil and Roxanne Atkinson

Former school board president Sharon Browning with family member; board member Will Easley with Dot and Doug Welborn

Clerk of Court Doug Welborn; school board president Dr. David Walker and wife Leslie; Dr. Jim Gardner and wife Maryanne

Photos by Jolice Provost of Central City News
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Can Kim Powers Transition to Politics?
Only Woman Running for At-Large Council Seat

Central Mom Made 
Mark at Newspaper, 
Focuses on Drainage, 
Beautification Issues

KIM POWERS QUALIFIED to run for 
one of two At-Large seats on the Central 
City Council. Powers is advertising manag-
er at the Central City News and an award-
winning journalist who has won First Place 
awards from the Louisiana Press Associa-
tion for her feature writing and photogra-
phy. She is mother of Ella, 11, and Sara, 10, 
students at Central Intermediate School.

 CENTRAL - As Advertising Man-
ager at the Central City News, Kim 
Powers could be expected to focus 
her activities on working with busi-
ness owners in Central and selling 
traditional newspaper advertising. 
 However, she and Central City 
News Business Manager Jolice Pro-
vost have done far more than that — 
they are leading the nation in creat-
ing something heretofore unknown.  
They have created America’s First 
Video Newspaper® and brought the 
old tried-and-true printed newspaper 
into the 21st Century!
 It began during the funerals of the 
three police officers who were assas-
sinated in July 2016. Facebook Live 
was brand new, and very few people 
understood it.
 Powers, Provost, and Central City 
News editor Woody Jenkins were 
covering a funeral procession on 
Airline Highway.  One of them de-
cided to try broadcasting the event 
on Facebook Live.  In just minutes, 
more than 5,000 people were watch-
ing live! The power of Facebook 
Live was obvious.
 The three began to cover news 
events in Central live on Facebook, 
including the Great Flood of August 
2016. By May 2017, they realized 
that Facebook Live could become a 
major revenue source for the news-
paper by selling sponsorships. 

 Powers and Provost went to Sul-
phur in May 2017 to broadcast the 
State 5A Championship baseball 
game between Central and West Mon-
roe. They soon realized the game was 
one of the first times a high school 
game in Louisiana was broadcast live 
on Facebook. The audience was enor-
mous — more than 94,000 viewers!
 They were off and running! Dur-
ing the 2017 football season, they 
broadcast all Central High games 
drawing 15,000 to 35,000 viewers 
per game. They continued broadcast-
ing through basketball and baseball 
seasons. This fall, their brand, Side-
line Football®, will expand to other 
high schools in the Baton Rouge area.
 Altogether, Powers and Provost 
have broadcast more than 100 com-
munity events in Central live on 
Facebook. One day, the duo was talk-
ing about QR codes.  You can point 
your phone at a QR code in print and 
your phone plays a video!
 Then Powers and Provost had a 
brainstorm!  Kim Powers said, “We 
were creating all these great videos of 
community events, news, and sport-
ing events in Central!  Why not use 
QR codes in the Central City News 
to link our readers to the videos we 
are creating?”
 She said, “We found that very 
often when we cover a news event, 
we take still photos and put them in 
the paper, and we put the videos on 
Facebook. But why not put the vid-
eos in the newspaper too!”
 And that’s how in late 2017 the 
Central City News became Ameri-
ca’s First Video Newspaper®! Many 
stories and some ads now include a 
QR code that turns the newspaper 
reader into a “newspaper viewer”!
 The Central City News has a small 

staff, and everyone does a little bit of 
everything. In addition to sales, Kim 
Powers loves to cover news. She cov-
ered the Great Flood, the Alton Ster-
ling shooting, and demonstrations at 
Triple S convenience store and the 
Baton Rouge Police Headquarters. 
Often, she was in a small minority.
 Kim Powers’ photography and 
writing have been honored by the 
Louisiana Press Association with 
many awards including First Place in 
feature writing and photography.
 Powers is the mother of three girls 
— Savannah, 21, Ella, 11, and Sara, 
10. Ella and Sara are students at Cen-
tral Intermediate School.
 “We love our life in Central,” Pow-
ers said, “especially the great schools,
low crime, and friendly people!”
 On Friday, July 20, Kim Powers 
filed qualification papers to run for 
one of the two At-Large seats on the 
Central City Council in the Nov. 6 
election. She’s the only woman in 
the race. “Vote for One Woman At-
Large,” her campaign literature says. 
 “Some people say it’s silly to say 
vote for a woman, but I’ll tell you 
why it’s important. Many of the 
principles that are essential to being 
a good mother and running a suc-
cessful household are the very same 
principles that are necessary to make 
government work. I plan to talk a lot 
about those principles during the cam-
paign because they apply in Central!”
 Powers describes herself as a 
strong conservative who is pro-life 
and pro-gun. “Yes, I’m probably 
packing!” she smiled. She believes 
in balanced budgets and is opposed 
to higher taxes in Central.
 A registered Republican, Powers 
supported Donald Trump for Presi-
dent, attended Trump rallies, and 
hosted election parties for him.
 Powers’ No. 1 issue is drainage. 
“The water rose two feet in our yard 
but fortunately the house is elevated! 
Our only actual loss was the contents 
of our shed but it was filled with 
family heirlooms, personal memen-
tos, photos, and records. Those will 
never be replaced. In Central, our 
most important issue is drainage, 
and that’s where I will focus a great 
deal of time and attention. No. 2 for 
me will be beautification of Central. 
The men don’t seem too interested in 
that, and I want to get the women of 
Central involved in turning eyesores 
into garden spots!  You will see the 
difference!”
 But can Kim Powers make the 
transition from journalism to poli-
tics? Powers laughed, “My dad was 
mayor of Slidell and served as Coun-
cilman at Large for 24 years! He was 
a great servant for the people and my 
role model! I’ve always been around 
politics! There’s no transition to 
make for me!”

Council At-Large candidate Kim Powers

CLERK OF COURT DOUG WELBORN explains politics to Kim Powers, candidate for 
an At-Large seat on the Central City Council, while daughters Ella and Sara take a selfie.
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Recipes at MadeWithManda.com

Made With

Easy, flavorful and...

 CENTRAL - Central Mayor Jr. Shel-
ton and the five members of the Cen-
tral City Council have continued the 
work begun in 2009 to design, ap-
prove, and build a City Hall for Cen-
tral. Because of public interest in the 
issue, the Central City News asked 
each of the 16 candidates running 
for the City Council to give us their 
opinion. The issue is expected to be 
resolved over the next few months. 
So it is unlikely that any of these 
candidates, except the incumbents, 
will get to vote on this issue.

 Council at Large
Vote for Two

Wade Evans
 “I am for a city hall. It is neces-
sary for a city to have an anchor for 
its future. I am not for the plan as 
drawn and think that we should con-
tinue our frugal approach as in the 
past. I think the council should con-
sider cost saving measures to bring 
the overall price down such as inte-
rior trim features and not finishing 
out the second floor at this time.”
Aaron McKinney
 “As a financially conservative 
candidate I can not support the pro-
posed city hall in its current form. 
With the initial cost estimates at 
close to $5 million dollars, even 
supporters agree it must be value 
engineered. This says we are not 
ready. I am for consolidating all 
city functions under one roof to bet-
ter serve the citizens of Central, but 
more cost-effective options must be 
evaluated. Same benefit, less capi-
tal outlay.”
Ryan Meador
 As I do see a need for a City Hall, 
I see no need for one with a $5 mil-
lion+ price tag. A price tag of around 
$1 million and having availabil-
ity to add on in the future suits the 
needs of our city much better at this 
point in time. The reasons I support 
having a town hall are that our City 
is currently paying close to $80,000 
a year in rent due to not having our 
own facility. It will also be benefi-
cial for holding meetings without 
having to work with the schedules 
of other locations to ensure meet-
ings can be held. It will also be 
able to open up the ability to host 
conferences in our City for events.
Wayne Messina
 The proposed City Hall has been 
well planned out over a period of 
11 years, by many citizens of Cen-
tral. A lot of time and effort have 
gone into this process. This beauti-
ful building will bring a source of 
Pride to Central, not just for today, 
but for many, many years to come. 
It will not have the name of one, 
but it will have the name of Central 

on it, which we will all take Civic 
Pride in.
Kim Powers
 City Hall will be a beautiful 
symbol of this community. It will 
serve and inspire our children and 
grandchildren for 50 years or more. 
When you do something right, you 
don’t have to look back. Is $5 mil-
lion a lot of money? Yes, but not for 
what we are getting, and we have 
the money to pay cash. Central had 
a $4 million surplus this year alone
and has $40 million in the bank. 
 City Hall will be seen on TV in 

almost every story about Central. It 
will brand our city and remind the 
world that Central is a very special 
place! Much research and planning 
have gone into creating this facility. 
It is a good plan, and I support it. 

Council District 1
Charlie Habig
 Mr. Habig did not issue a for-
mal statement but said he does not 
have enough information to take a 
position. “If I were serving on the 
Council, I feel I would be able to 
make a solid decision, but based on 

the information I have at this time, 
I cannot yet take a position on the 
issue.” 
Aaron Moak
 At this time we should look for 
cost savings and seek secure fund-
ing from other sources. With the 
current proposed plan I feel we can 
do better knowing what our options 
are and exactly which services will 
be used at a city hall. We do need to 
build a city hall as has always been 
said and it does need to be built 
with our future generations in mind 
and the long term goal of the City of 
Central. We also need to finish the 
City center overlay district which 
will control the surrounding area on 
design of structures and aesthetics 
of the area. .

Council District 2
Joshua Roy
 I don’t support the City Hall as 
currently proposed.  I have con-
cerns with the lack of a zoning 
overlay district establishing archi-
tectural standards, inconsistencies 
in the site development data partic-
ularly concerning green/landscape 
area, and the size and grandeur of 
the proposed City Hall.
 Notwithstanding, I do believe 
the construction of a small, mod-
est City Hall in the future is es-
sential to establishing a City 

What Candidates Say About City Hall

Since 1956

WE HAVE A GREAT SELECTION OF RECLINERS IN STOCK FOR FOOTBALL SEASON! 

6545 Airline Hwy • Baton Rouge, LA 70805 • 225-355-6666 • www.tcfurniture.com

LARGEST FLEXSTEEL GALLERY IN BATON ROUGELARGEST FLEXSTEEL GALLERY IN BATON ROUGE

Proposed Central City Hall
Candidates for City Council (District)

Yes - Wayne Messina (AL), Kim Powers (AL), 
John Vance (2), Dr. Kim Fralick (3), Shane Evans 
(4), Jeffrey Meyers (5)
No - Wade Evans (AL), Aaron McKinney (AL), 
Ryan Meador (AL), Aaron Moak (1), Joshua Roy 
(2), Dave Freneaux (3), Despo Wells (4), Briton 
Myer (5)
Undecided - Charlie Habig (1) 
No Response - Charles Lee Hinton (5)

See COUNCIL on Page 15
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It takes a lot of energy to beat the summer heat. While 

we can’t change the weather, Entergy Louisiana works 

hard to keep your rates among the lowest in the state 

and nation. We are continually investing in our power 

grid to improve reliability while keeping rates low. 

These efforts continue to attract new businesses and 

well-paying jobs to our state.

But our most important investment is in the 

communities we call home. Last year we donated 

$8.6 million to over 1,000 non-profits in Louisiana. 
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Central 
Business 
Directory

Carpet Cleaning

BayouSteam
Carpet, Upholstery,

Tile & Grout Cleaning
Locally owned and operated

225-955-6955
Dirt Work

General Sand & Gravel Co.
Limestone, Gravel, Mason Sand, Clay, Top Soil, 

Riversilt, Crushed Concrete, Tractor Work,
Swimming Pool Demo & Fill-In

225-261-3953

Electrical

Parking Lot Lights, Security Lights, and Video

Simple Electric

Commercial • Residental
Over 35 Years Experience • Any Size Job

Installation of All Electrical Work

225-921-2633

Automotive

North - Airline & 
Choctaw

 225-927-2311
South - Airline 
& Cloverland
 225-751-3656

Furniture

Gerard Furniture & Gallery

* NOTICE *
New Hours • Jan 1

Tues - Sat 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Closed Sun and Mon

7330 Florida Blvd

Pools

Who Dat Pools
Liner Install • Weekly Service

Repairs and More
225-335-1018 

www.wdpools.com

Advertising Rates
3-month contract $50 a month  
6-month contract $47 a month 
9-month contract $45 a month
12-month contract $42 a month

Call 225-261-5055

Dirt Work

General Sand & Gravel Co.
Limestone, Gravel, Mason Sand, Clay, Top Soil, 

Riversilt, Crushed Concrete, Tractor Work,
Swimming Pool Demo & Fill-In

225-261-3953

Watch Central 
High Football

LIVE
Central City 

News
on Facebook

To Advertise
Call Kim Powers

225-921-8784
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Council Candidates on City Hall

Center and cornerstone of economic devel-
opment consistent with the Master Plan.
John Vance
 City Hall will be a great asset for our city. 
The school system will benefit greatly from the 
overlay district and the increase in surrounding 
land value. This administration spent $8.2 mil-
lion on drainage and infrastructure last year. The 
Police department budget has steadily increased. 
We were able to add over $4 million to our sav-
ings account. This city has the financial ability to 
multi task. A City Center has always been in the 
vision for our city.

Council District 3
Dr. Kim Fralick
 Creating a City of Central downtown may 
be the single most effective economic devel-
opment decision this city could make. Estab-
lishment of a city hall is the beginning of and 
will be the bedrock of a dream of our founders 
and the many involved citizens who attend-
ed all those early meetings and planning ses-
sions. As  a present council member and candi-
date for reelection, I fully support the project.
Dave Freneaux
 I do not support building a $5 million City 
Hall at this time. Central should complete the 
Drainage Master Plan and have a funded solution 
to upgrade drainage before considering building 
a city hall. The best solution would be to put a 
bond referendum on this November’s ballot, let-
ting the voters decide whether to build city hall, 
and conserving cash reserves for more pressing 
needs of this community such as drainage and 
road repair.

Council District 4
Shane Evans
 Our city needs a city hall that our city center 
can be built around. My friends that do not live 
in Central don’t know where our downtown or 
city center is. We don’t have much of an iden-
tity. Yet. This is the opportunity to fulfill a vision 
for our future that will stand long after many of 
us are gone, and that future generations can be 
proud of.
Despo “D’Ann” Wells
 While I agree with the location and building 
of a city hall, I oppose building the city hall as 
currently planned ($5 million).  The citizens of 
Central deserve to see a(n) MFP (Master Flood 
Plan) and infrastructure plan with estimated ex-
penses before a city hall plan.  Most importantly, 
I oppose moving forward with a controversial 
project so close to an election and believe in let-
ting the citizens’ votes determine the decision 
based on each candidate’s position.

Council District 5
Charles Lee Hinton
 Did not respond
Jeffrey Meyers
 Prior to the July 24 City Council meeting, 
I did not support the new City Hall. However, 
Councilman Jason Ellis presented information 
describing a proposed vision of a Central City 
governmental complex projecting forward 50 
years. Utilizing comparative cost analysis along 
with establishing architectural standards for that 

future complex and the surrounding commercial 
zone, I can now support the construction of the 
proposed City Hall.
Briton Myer
 While I support a City Hall and City Center, 
I strongly believe our City Council should focus 
on drainage first. After August of 2016 Central’s 

citizens deserve to see the long awaited Compre-
hensive Drainage Study; a plan to repair and im-
prove drainage issues highlighted by the study; 
and a plan approved by the Council to fund those 
improvements using as much state and federal 
funding as possible, all before the construction 
of a City Hall.

PROPOSED CENTRAL CITY HALL -  The Central City Council has a conditional use permit allowing public bidding to go forward on a proposed new Central City Hall.

Continued from Page 13
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Militello’s
SHOE REPAIR

9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Monday - Saturday
CLOSED SUNDAY

7474 Corporate Blvd • (225) 928-7900 • militelloshoerepair.com

NEW OWNERS
Clyde and Jerri Lawrence
SAME GREAT SERVICE

Clyde has been with
Militello’s since 1976

Central’s 13th Anniversary Party

Classifieds
$6 for first 10 words. $10 for 11 to 20 words, 
$15 for 21 to 30 words.  $20 for 31 to 40 
words.  $25 for one column inch classified 
display ad. Call 261-5055.  Must be paid in 
advance. To pay by credit card, go to www.
centralcitynews.us and click “Pay Now” on 
the left.  Then email ad copy to centralci-
tynews@hotmail.com. Or mail or 
hand deliver check and ad copy to City 
News, 910 N. Foster, Baton Rouge 70806
MOBILE HOME LOT FOR RENT: 
East of Zachary, North of Central on 
Chaney Rd. a mobile home lot for rent, 
$400 down and $250 per month. Call 
225-571-7448.
HOME FOR SALE:  Cottage on One 
Acre, 3 bedroom / 2 bath home located 
at 9687 Blackwater Road. House did 
not flood, priced to sell. Contact Brad 
Way, Agent Keller Williams Red Stick 
Partners, an independently owned & 
operated Franchise Office 225-768-
1600 Cell 225-603-3179.
GARAGE SALE: Multi-family sale 
Friday and Saturday 7:00 a.m. till 
1:00 p.m. at 10027 Sagefield Dr. 
Kids  clothes, toys and much more. 


