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Central Has Drawn Back Families
From Livingston, Private Schools

WOODLAWN HIGH SCHOOL would become the anchor of the new Southeast Baton 
Rouge Community School System.  If Southeast follows the example of Central’s sys-
tem, it will bring students back into public schools and draw them from nearby parishes.

Can SE District Bring Families Back to EBR?

Disappearing Children
Where Have All the Children Gone?

 BATON ROUGE — An analysis of 
U. S. Census data from 1960 to 
2010 tells an amazing story of East 
Baton Rouge Parish’s disappearing 
children.  
 Over the past 50 years, the pop-
ulation of the parish has grown by 
more than 200,000 people — from 
236,058 in 1960 to 440,171 in 
2010.  Yet, in that same period, the 
number of children under five has 
actually decreased — from 30,298 
in 1960 to 29,507 in 2010.
 The parish is diverse — with 
poor people, rich people, single 
people, and retired people.  But the 
one thing that is missing is work-
ing, middle income families with 
children.  The census numbers sug-
gest that they have fled to Livings-
ton and Ascension parishes.  
 The City of Baton Rouge has 
one of the highest murder rates 
in the country, and the East Ba-
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An Open Secret
See Page 13

Prostitution on
Plank Road

Despite population growth, East Baton Rouge Parish has fewer and fewer children.

Since 1970, EBR’s Population 
Grew from 285,167 to 440,171;
Yet, Number of Children FELL

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor, Central City News

East Baton Rouge Parish
U. S. Census, 1970 and 2010

 1970 2010
Total  285,167 440,171
Age 5-17 78,963 74,158

Livingston Parish
U. S. Census, 1970 and 2010

 1970 2010
Total  36,511 128,026
Age 5-17 10,929 25.658

Ascension Parish
U. S. Census, 1970 and 2010

 1970 2010
Total  37,086 107,215
Age 5-17 11,593 22,361

Livingston + Ascension
Children, Age 5-17

 1970 2010
Livingston 10,929 25,658
Ascension 11,593 22,361
Total 22,522 48,029

Livingston, Ascension Have
Added 25,000 Kids Age 5-17
 BATON ROUGE — While East Baton 
Rouge Parish has lost children for 
generations, the nearby parishes of 
Livingston and Ascension parishes 
have been growing rapidly, and the 
number of school age children has 
also grown dramatically.  In Liv-
ingston Parish, the school age pop-
ulation (age 5 to 17) has increased 
from 10,929 in 1970 to 25,658 in 
2010.  In Ascension, the school age 
population has grown from 11,593 
to 22,361.

 Altogether, the school age pop-
ulation of Livingston and Ascen-
sion combined has grown by over 
25,000 students in the last 40 years.

Southeast BR School District Pending in Senate

 BATON ROUGE — Supporters of the 
proposed Southeast Baton Rouge 
Community School District say 
the new school system can provide 
an outstanding education to chil-
dren in the Woodlawn-Parkview 
area.  But they say it can help do 
something else as well: Begin to 
bring families with children back 
to the public schools and back to 
East Baton Rouge Parish.
 If the experience of the Central 

Community School System is any 
indication, they may be right.
 The Central Community School 
System has grown from 2,500 
student in July 2007 to 4,300 to-
day — a 72 percent increase.  The 
enrollment records of the Central 
school system show that almost all 
of their increase came from private 
schools and from Livingston Par-
ish.  Only a handful came from Ba-

As Poor Public Schools,
Crime Push Families Out, 
Nearby Family-Friendly
Parishes Are Booming

EBR Has Fewer Children
Under 5 Than in 1960

 1960 2010
Total  236 ,058 440,171
Under 5 30,298 29,507

See DISAPPEARING on Page 20

See CAN on Page 20
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Country Living in the City
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Deadline: 5 p.m. Monday before publication
Capital City News is distributed in South Baton Rouge

Central City News - Same as Above
Deadline: 5 p.m. Monday before publication
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  Health & Fitness Guide
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  Central City News
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  Central City News
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  Central City News

SE BR School District Offers Hope for Parish
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BUSINESS LEADERS FOR LOCAL SCHOOLS — Dwight Hudson (left) has 
launched Business Leaders for Local Schools, whose goal is to provide support from the 
business community for creation of the Southeast Baton Rouge Community School Dis-
trict.  For information, call Dwight Hudson at 485-0608 or go to www.BusinessLeaders 
forLocalSchools.com.  Also shown are Caesar Garcia and Dwight’s wife Stacy.

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor, Capital City News

Woody Jenkins

 The East Baton Rouge school 
system will be left with an enor-
mous tax base.  Southeast has very 
little tax base, 
but it won’t take 
much.
 Look at Central.  
There is no indus-
try.  There is only 
a small business 
community.  Yet, 
the Central school 
system has just 
built a $55 million school complex 
and has millions of dollars in the 
bank.
 Why?  How?
 Well, quite frankly, it’s run by 
conservative people who didn’t 
want to create a giant bureaucracy 
and pour money down the drain 
like some school systems have.
 We should all rally around the 
people of Southeast Baton Rouge, 
just as we did for Zachary and 
Central.  Let’s see if they can’t do 
better than the East Baton Rouge 
school system is doing now.  
 I know they can!  After all, it’s 
already been done TWICE!

  BATON ROUGE — It was great to 
see the announcement that IBM 
will be moving an office here and 
hiring hundreds of workers.  It is 
also exciting to know that some 
of the plants along the Mississippi 
River will be expanding and hiring 
more employees.
 But Baton Rouge must be more 
than a place to work.  It must also 
be a great place to live.
 Unfortunately, tens of thousands 
of families have been voting with 

their feet — by moving out of East 
Baton Rouge Parish.
 As the Census figures show, the 
population of East Baton Rouge 
has grown by nearly 200,000 peo-
ple in the past 40 years, but we ac-
tually have fewer school age chil-
dren in our parish than we did 40 
years ago.
 That means families with chil-
dren are leaving or have already left.
 We desperately need a strategy 
to bring families back to this par-
ish, because, ultimately, a place 
without children has no future.
 The great thing about the pro-
posed Southeast Baton Rouge 
Community School System is that 
it will give this community hope 
— hope that we can once again 
be a place where working, middle 
income families can afford to live, 
because there are great schools and 
a low crime rate.

 Creating the Southeast Baton 
Rouge School System is not rocket 
science.  It’s already been done very 
successfully TWICE in this parish 
with the creation of the Zachary 
Community School System and 
the Central Community School 
System. The Zachary school sys-
tem is now the No. 1 ranked school 
system in the state, and Central is 
ranked No. 5.
 When those school systems were 
proposed, the naysayers claimed 
the “pull-out” would destroy the 
East Baton Rouge Parish school 
system.  What a joke!  The system 
was destroyed long ago by Judge 
Parker and the federal courts.
 The Southeast school system 
will do exactly what the Zachary 
and Central school systems did — 
create a quality public school sys-
tem for the people living in South-
east Baton Rouge.
 One of the results will be peo-
ple moving back to Baton Rouge 
to take advantage of these new 
schools.  The Southeast school sys-
tem will also bring people back to 
the public schools.

A Place Without Children Has No Future

Should EBR Be a Parish
Where There Is No Room
For Working Mid-Income
Families With Children?
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House Committee Approves 7 Bills to
Protect Right to Keep and Bear Arms

Ph
ot

o 
by

 W
oo

dy
 Je

nk
in

s

Lawn	Care	Maintenance	Year	Round	•	Flower	Bed	Clean	Ups
Dependable	Professional	Service	•	Licensed	&	Insured

PRESSURE WASHING / MILDEW REMOVAL
Concrete	Clean	Up	•	Fences	•	Driveways

Vinyl	Siding	•	Bricks	•	Stucco

20	Years	Experience	•	Free	Estimates
Residential & Commercial

Specializing In One On One Customer Service

2 col. x 8”

Hours: 11am - 9pm Sun-Th;  
 11am - 10pm Fri-Sat(225)357-0601

Your Neighborhood Tradition!
Don’s...

Visit Don’s Seafood & Steak House 
in Baton Rouge--home of the 

ORIGINAL Seafood Platter!

* Second entrée of equal or lesser value.  Bring this coupon to Don's 
Seafood & Steak House, Inc. - Baton Rouge to receive this special offer! 
This $8 off second entrée or up to $5 off second lunch entrée excludes 
evening specials and is not valid with other offers and specials. Prices 
and specials subject to change. This offer good Monday through Sunday. 
Dine-in only.  Limit 5 coupons per table. Offer valid through April 30, 
2013. Specials not valid for private parties.  Only original coupons are 
valid - copies and downloaded coupons are not accepted. CCN

Boiled Crawfish

TUESDAY

Dine-In Only After 4:00 p.m.

$2 99
per
pound

 BATON ROUGE — Supporters of the 
right to keep and bear arms scored 
big victories in the House Com-
mittee on the Administration of 
Criminal Justice at the State Capi-
tol Wednesday.
 The committee approved seven 
bills strengthening the right to keep 
and bear arms and killed two bills 
which would have weakened it.
 The committee approved the 
following bills:
 • HB5 by Rep. Jim Morris — To 
prohibit enforcement of any fed-
eral law that attempts to ban semi-
automatic rifles.  (Favorable 9-6)
 • HB6 by Rep. John Schroder — 
To allow off-duty police to carry 
firearms on school property  (14-0)
 • HB8 by Rep. Jeff Thompson 
— To prohibit the public release of 
names of concealed carry permit 
holders. (8-5)
 • HB45 by Rep. Joseph Lopin-
to — To create Louisiana Manu-
factured Firearms Act to promote 
location of gun manufacturers in 
Louisiana.  (10-1)
 • HB48 by Rep. Henry Burns — 
To allow off-duty law enforcement 
to carry concealed weapons in al-
coholic beverage outlets. (13-0)
 • HB98 by Rep. Jeff Thompson 
— To provide relative to concealed 

carry permits issued by sheriffs 
(11-2-1)
 • HB265 by Rep. Barry Ivey — 
To allow issuance of lifetime con-
cealed carry permits. (10-4)
 The commitee killed the follow-
ing bills:
 • HB4 by Rep. Barbara Norton 
— To require firearms to be locked 
up in a residence.  Deferred.
 • HB141 by Rep. Austin Badon 

— To prohibit purchase of a fire-
arm unless the buyer has taken an 
approved firearm safety course and 
possesses a gun permit.  Involun-
tarily deferred.
 The committee also approved 
a bill on background checks that 
expands the reporting of men-
tal health issues.  Persons who 
have been involuntarily commit-
ted, found not guilty by reason of 
insanity, or found unable to pro-
ceed with a criminal trial because 
he lacks the capacity to proceed 
would be reported to the Louisi-

ana Department of Public Safety 
and then to the FBI database.  This 
bill passed 14-0.  It does not ex-
pand what transactions are subject 
to background checks, but rather 
what information on persons with 
mental health issues would be re-
ported to the federal government.
 Several other bills related to the 
right to keep and bears arms are 
pending in other House commit-
tees or in the Louisiana Senate.  
One bill would require voter regis-
tration information be provided to 
persons at firearms dealers.

SEEN IN CENTRAL — This flag was seen flying over a home on Blackwater Road in 
Central.  It promotes the National Rifle Association and its motto, “Stand and Fight.”

HOUSE CHAMBER — The Louisiana House of Representatives on the opening day of the 2013 Regular Session.
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Afternoon Drive: Large Audience of

The Best Price In Roofing
& Sheet Metal Services

Blanco’s Roofing
& Sheet Metal LLC

Serving Central and
the Surrounding Area

Since 1990

Our Top Priority Is Your 
Complete Satisfaction
COMMERCIAL &

RESIDENTIAL

262-1980
Fax 262-1981 • www.blancosroofing.com

marcos@blancosroofing.com
13653 Devall Road • Central, LA 70818

PLANT WORLD
45th	Anniversary	Sale

Gary	&	Marianne	Chapman,	Owners	•	10131	Greenwell	Springs	•	272-7144
Blackberries

Thornless
Was $29.97

$14.97

Blueberries
Rabbit Eye
Reg. $29.97

$14.97

Pecan Trees
Papershell

Reg. $39.97 and $49.97

$23.97 & $29.97
Pear Trees
6 to 8 feet tall
Reg. $39.97

$29.97

Plum Trees
6 to 8 feet tall
Reg, $39.97

$29.97

Red Mulch
2 cu. ft.

3 bags for

$12.00
1/2 Grown Ducks

Mallard • Kalchi
Blue Sweede

$16.97

Geese
Special

10 for $120
Blueberries

Sell Out

Peach Trees
6 to 8 feet tall
Reg. $39.97

$29.97

Encore Azaleas
1/2 Price

Calladium Bulbs
25 for $10

Fertilizer
Mulches

Potting Soils

Weed n Feed SALE!
Fresh Garden

Seed

Turkey	•	Chicks
Ducks	•	Geese
Arriving Daily

Citrus Trees
Louisiana Grown

17 Varieties
Satsomas & Others

Reg. $49.97 • 5 Gallon

$34.97

Reg. $19.97
Gallon Sizes • 2 Years

$9.97

Truckload Sale!
Garden

Vegetables
Thousands • Every
Vegetable on Sale!

Greenhouse	•	Nursey	•	Hardware	•	Open	Sunday	•	Propane

Capital Radio Wars
Part IV - Afternoon Drive

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor, Capital City News

Guaranty Broadcasting
Eagle	98.1	•	Talk	107.3

ESPN	104.5
Country	Legends	104.9

The Tiger 100.7
 BATON ROUGE — For Gordy Rush, 
market manager for Guaranty 
Broadcasting in Baton Rouge, af-

ternoon drive represents the larg-
est audience of the day, and he 
approaches it as he does the other 
day parts.  He asks himself what 
local programming we can offer 
the people of Baton Rouge that can 
best serve their needs.
 “We are a locally-owned broad-
caster,” he said, “and we pride our-
selves in providing the personal 
touch and a personal relationship 
with our listeners.”
 “The drive home is a little dif-
ferent from the drive to work.  It 
may take a little longer.  You may 
stop to pick up some food.”

 “We’re going to provide all of 
the broadcasting elements, but es-
pecially weather and traffic.  Being 
locally owned, we are live and lo-
cal.  So if there’s a weather event 
or a traffic event, we are going to 
be people’s lifeline.”
 “We’re not pre-recorded.  This 
is not a voice track.  We’re there 
for you,” he said.
 Rush points to some of his sta-
tion’s key personalities in the after-
noon.  “Scotty Drake on Eagle 98.1 
is like the elder statesman.  He is an 
institution and has an intimate, per-
sonal relationship with listeners.”
 “Devan Adams on New Country 
100.7 has over 20 years’ experi-
ence, 10 years in that position.  It’s 
a consistent relationship, like your 
TV weatherman or Smiley Anders 
in the Advocate.”
 “Look at Matt Moscona on 
ESPN 104.5.  He’s a Catholic High 
boy and a star for us.  His show, 
ratings, and sales are outstanding.  
He’s a big market personality who 
could go national, but he’s decided 
to stay with us.  Bill Profita really 
became a vital part of this com-
munity during Hurricane Katrina.  
People came to count on him.”
 “I have nothing but good to say 

about the personalities on the other 
stations, such as Michael Berry, 
who is outstanding.  But Michael is 
national.  Bill Profita is here local-
ly.  He can tell you what’s happen-
ing right here in Baton Rouge.”
 “When there’s a big local story, 
we jump all over it, because we’re 
here and can do it.”
 “There’s more competition in ra-
dio today, more platforms, but one 
thing will always be successful, 
and that is investing in local peo-
ple.  Today, you can listen to Tay-
lor Swift a lot of places, and you 
can hear Rush all over the country.  
But if you want to know what’s 
happening in Baton Rouge, we are 
your best bet.  We have all these 
local stations, providing local con-
tent and serving the community.”

Clear Channel
WYNK	101.5	•	The	River

Downtown Radio 97.7
WJBO	•	WFMF	102.5

 BATON ROUGE — Michael Hudson, 
market manager for Clear Channel 
in Baton Rouge, sees morning and 
afternoon drive of equal impor-
tance.  He takes issue with some 
of Guaranty’s approach to localism 

Scotty	Drake	98.1	Eagle,	Bill	Profita	Talk	107.3,	Matt	Moscona	104.5	ESPN,	James	Gilmore	Country	Legends	104.9,	and	Devan	Adams	New	Country	100.7
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Listeners on Way Home from Work

Thank you to our sponsors:

livingstonbusiness.compiercecms.comtheadvocate.com

Come enjoy 
the fun.

livingstonparishnews.com

DENHAM SPRINGS  
ANTIQUE VILLAGE

SPRING FESTIVAL
150+ Booths  ::  Denham Springs, LA 

Saturday April 27 ::  9 - 5
The Denham Springs Spring Festival is set to be bigger and better 
than ever before. This year the lineup of entertainment includes LIVE 
Music on two seperate stages. Mattie Street will be “Arts Avenue” 
with local artists exhibiting a variety of unique works. Other attractions 
include a FREE KIDS RIDES PLUS over 150 vendors with one-of-a-
kind arts and crafts, delicious food, and much more. Don’t miss this 
one day exciting event. Admission is FREE/Parking is FREE. 

VisitLivingstonParish.com

firstnbcbank.com

promoCC10.indd   1 4/15/2013   11:23:25 AM

Mattress SuperStore
& Clearance Center
10218 Sullivan Road
(In Front of Walmart) 262-4303

FREE!
FREE!
Two Pillows &
Two Pillowcases!
FREE!
Top & Fitted
Sheets!
FREE!
Delivery!
FREE!
Sleep Free for 24
Months!

FREE!

No Interest if 
Paid in Full 
within 24
Months*

On purchases of $500 or more financed through Tower
Credit made between 4/18/13 to 4/22/13. Interest
will be charged to your account from the purchase date
if the promotional purchase is not paid in full within 24
months or if you make a late payment. Minimum
monthly payments.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be assessed on promo purchase
if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 24 Months and on time monthly payments.If you do not,
interest will be assessed on the promo purchase from the purchase date. However, if account becomes 60
days past due, promo may be terminated early,accrued interest will be billed, and regular account terms will
apply. APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Subject to credit approval.

and says it’s really about being the 
best you can be.
 While some of Clear Channel’s 
afternoon drive personalities are 
syndicated, such as Sean Hannity, 
Michael Berry, and Ryan Seacrest,  
“We’re doing what works and pro-
viding the best programming that’s 
available in the market,” Hudson 
said.  “It may be local or it may be 
syndicated, but we’re here, provid-
ing news, weather, and traffic for 
Baton Rouge.  We have 48 people 
on our staff, and every one of them 
lives right here.  We’re all local.”
 Hudson said Clear Channel sta-
tions have three of the five top-rat-
ed stations in the market in after-
noon drive — WFMF, The River, 
and WYNK.  The other two top 
stations are urban stations owned 
by Cumulus.  “Ryan Seacrest on 
WFMF is not local, but he’s the 
reason the station is No. 2 in the 
market with a 10 share of women,” 

he said.  “We back him up with lo-
cal weather and traffic.”
 “What does television do?  They 
provide the best entertainment 
available.  Michael Berry isn’t lo-
cal, but what should we do, use 
weak local talent in a time period or 
the best talent available in the na-
tion?  Right now, we are 70 percent 
local and 30 percent syndicated.”
 Bob Murphy, operations man-
ager for Clear Channel, says what 
is working in afternoon drive is 
continuity.  “If you look at the top 
five stations in afternoon drive — 
three from Clear Channel and two 
from Cumulus — you see that all 
of them have stuck with the same 
format for at least 10 years.  People 
are connected to the stations they 
know and love.”
 “Afternoon drive is very per-
sonality based.  There are more 
listeners in the morning but they 
are in and out.  In Baton Rouge, 

they are in the car for 23 minutes 
on their way to work, and they are 
often distracted with the phone or 
texting.  In the afternoon, they are 
with us longer.  They stop and get 
food and come back to us.”
 “We’re doing what works.  Look 
at Scotty Mac.  He’s been around 
since 1982.  Sam McGuire.  Aus-
tin James.  They all have great rat-
ings, including WJBO. We’re all 
about local and all around being 
the best.”
 In reality, the biggest challenge 
facing Gordy Rush and Michael 
Hudson may not be each other. 

 Hudson touched on the real vil-
lain. “The hand-held phone!” he 
said.  “People pick it up 150 times 
a day.  They pick it up the first thing 
in the morning.  I pick it up!”  Hud-
son is proud Clear Channel owns 
iHeart Radio, the gateway to radio 
stations across the country. Every 
time someone uses the phone to 
listen to radio, Clear Channel prof-
its a tiny bit. But there remains the 
suspicion that the phone may be 
radio’s greatest enemy.
	 Next:	 Radio	 Wars:	 Part	 V	 —	
Radio’s glory days, and the Baton 
Rouge stations that used to be.

Sam McGuire Wynk 101.5, Scotty Mac 96.1 The River, Sean Hannity 1150 WJBO, Michael Berry 1150 WJBO, and Ryan Seacrest WFMF 102.5
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GUN TRAINING PROGRAM — Former Sheriff Greg Phares is chairing the Gun Safe-
ty Program of the Chamber of Commerce of East Baton Rouge Parish. To register for the 
free four-hour course on May 18 at Baker Range, email ChamberEBR@hotmail.com

MIKE LEWIS of Gretna won a Blue Ribbon for his 1950 MG last Saturday at the Towne Center Antique Car Show

Antique Car Show at Towne Center
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Capital Health & Fitness Guide • April 18, 2013 • 225-261-5055
www.capitalcitynews.us • capitalcitynews@hotmail.com

Capital Health & Fitness Guide

David K. Prudhome, DDS

16606 Greenwell Springs Road • Central, LA
Monday-Wednesday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Thursday 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

262-4150

CENTRAL OAKS DENTAL CARE

Local Plant Nurseries Can Help You Launch
Healthier Lifestyle Working in Your Garden

All-Natural Weight Loss
& Pain Relief

225-937-1983	•	www.livebetterwithplexus.com

Scan here for
contact information!

Debra	McCutcheon	•	Plexus	Independent	Ambassador

Instant Relief from
Chronic Pain!

Diabetic Friendly!
No Caffeine
No Meal Replacements!

GARY CHAPMAN OF PLANT WORLD on Greenwell Springs Road shows off his olive trees (left).  In the center is the Square Foot garden.  Ar right, vegetables for planting.
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She is board cer�fied by the American Board of Psychiatry and
Neurology and has a special interest in affec�ve 
disorders, anxiety disorders, psycho�c disorders and 
psychopharmacology.

Lane Behavioral Health Services offers intensive outpa�ent treat-
ment for adults experiencing life-altering emo�onal crises, such as
depression, anxiety, panic, stress, fear and other personal disor-
ders.  

To schedule a confiden�al assessment with Dr. Parsons at Lane
Behavioral Health Services, please call (225) 658-6640. 

The Doctor is In.

An Affiliate of Lane Regional Medical Center

Lane Regional Medical Center is pleased to announce
that Pamela J. Parsons, MD, has recently joined the
hospital medical staff as Medical Director for Lane 
Behavioral Health Services in Zachary.

With Potting Soil and Best Varieties, 

Plant	World	Offers	Expertise,	Personal	Attention,	Variety
 GREENWELL SPRINGS — Gary and 
Marianne Chapman have devoted 
a lifetime to serving the people of 
Baton Rouge and Central  — a total 
of 45 years — through their busi-
ness, Plant World, 10131 Green-
well Springs Road.  They’ve been 
at their current location for 42 of 
those 45 years.

 Stepping into Plant World is like 
stepping into another world — a 
world where friendly, hometown 
service is considered normal.
 Gary will probably take the time 
to show you the baby chicks and 
point out the baby turkeys who 
need chicks to teach them how to 
eat.  Or he may show you the ol-

ive trees that come from John Fol-
se’s orchard.  Or the new avocado 
trees.
 Whatever vegetables, flowers, 
fruit trees or anything else you 
want to know about, you may be 
certain Gary or Marianne will have 
the answer.  If you need something 
in the hardware store, they’ll take 

you right to it and explain the best 
way to do whatever you need to do.  
They can tell you all the secrets 
they’ve had a lifetime to learn.
 Plant World is open 9 to 5:30 
M-F, 9 to 5 on Saturday, and from 
10 to 5 on Sundays during spring.
 Phone 225-272-7144 or email 
plantworldhardware@gmail.com

PLANT WORLD offers a wide variety of vegetables, flowers, and fruit trees, including grapefruit (center) and avocados (right).
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2335 Church St., Ste G., Zachary | 225.654.8208 
4845 Main St., Ste C., Zachary | 225.286.0181

11424 Sullivan Rd., Bld. C, Ste A., Central | 225.261.7021

Baton Rouge | Zachary 
Central | Port Barre | Opelousas

You Too Can Have a Bumper Crop

POPULAR choices for Baton Rouge area homeowners are pecan trees (left) and spring flowers (right).  Plant World has been in business 45 years.

COMMON AND UNCOMMON — Most Baton Rouge area gardeners plant bell peppers (left) but very few realize that olive trees (right) will grow here and have for 200 years.
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Moreau Physical Therapy in BR, Central

Trigger Point Dry Needling for Pain

Dr. Keith Elbourne and Dr. Joshua Best are 
now seeing new patients in Obstetrics and 
Gynecology at both locations, Central and Zachary.

North Pointe Family Medical 
18901 Greenwell Springs Road 
(at the corner of Wax Rd)

Please call for an appointment.  
658-1303

Central 

Lane Medical Plaza
6550 Main Street, Ste 2000

Opennow
Office

 BATON ROUGE — Moreau Physi-
cal Therapy is currently perform-
ing Trigger Point Dry Needling 
and having successful patient out-
comes.  
 TDN is a treatment for muscular 
tightness and spasm which com-
monly follows injuries and often 
accompanies the degenerative pro-
cesses.  This muscular tightness 
and spasm will cause compression 
and irritation of the nerves exiting 
the spine. When the nerves are irri-
tated, they cause a protective spasm 
of all the muscles to which they 

are connected.  This may cause pe-
ripheral diagnoses, such as carpel 
tunnel, tendonitis, osteoarthritis, 
decreased mobility, and chronic 
pain. 
 Small, thin needles are inserted 
in muscles that contain the trigger 
points that are referring pain. The 
muscles then contract and release, 
improving flexibility of the muscle 
and decreasing symptoms.  
 The patient may only feel a 
cramping sensation locally or they 
may feel similar symptoms for 
which they are seeking treatment. 
TDN results in deactivating the 
trigger point, reducing pain, and 
restoring normal length and func-

tion of the involved muscle. Typi-
cally, positive results are apparent 
within two to four treatment ses-
sions, but this can vary depending 
on the cause and duration of the 
symptoms and the overall health of 
the patient.
 Common diagnoses that are 
treated with dry needling include 
sports-related injuries, muscle 
strains and spasms, chronic pain, 
fibromyalgia, back/neck pain, and 
headaches. Trigger point dry nee-
dling is used in conjunction with 
other physical therapy interventions 
to achieve successful outcomes. 
 Jesse Phenald said, “I received 
trigger point dry needling at the 

Baton Rouge location and felt im-
mediate relief in my low back.  It 
was awesome! I can now move bet-
ter and perform all of my job duties 
without pain. I would recommend 
this type of treatment to anyone. “
 Moreau Physical Therapy is cur-
rently offering Trigger Point Dry 
Needling at 11281 Old Hammond 
Hwy. Bldg A, in Baton Rouge.  
Phone 225-275-3177
 It is also offered in Central at 
11424 Sullivan Rd, Bldg C, Ste A.  
Phone 225-261-7021
 For more information or to set 
up your appointment, go to the 
Moreau Physical Therapy website 
at www.moreauPT.com.

 Al Moreau
      Moreau Physical Therapy

TRIGGER POINT DRY NEEDLING is being used by Moreau Physical Therapy as a treatment for muscular tightness and spasm which often follows injuries.
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Where you’re not a number, you’re a friend!
Central Business of the Year Two Years Straight!
Fast Convenient Service • 13565 Hooper Road

262-6200

•	Cholesterol	Testing
•	A1C	Testing
•	PT/INR
•	Blood	Pressure	Checks
•	Blood	Sugar	Checks

We offer BHRT compounding as well as other drug compounds.
We now administer all types of immunizations!

For your convenience, an appointment is needed for
Cholesterol and A1C Testing

Home Health Products
	 •	Walkers
	 •	Wheelchairs
	 •	Bathroom	Supplies
	 •	Diabetic	Supplies

Lane Regional Recognized Employees

LANE REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER recognized 34 long-term employees for their years of service at the semi-annual Service Awards Luncheon.  Five year employees (left) 
are Wally Simon, Clay Olson, Evelyn Agnew, Melissa LeBlanc, Linda Long, Heather Burdsall, Dianne Peabody, Susan Frebis, Lauri Garrett, and Toni Williams.  Ten year employees 
(right) are Lynn Allen, Mary Logsdon, Byron Minor, Lisa Cockerham, and Clara Berry.

LANE REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER — Fifteen year employees (left) are Tarsh McElwee, Shirleane Wells, Janet Matthews, and Rosemary Minor.  Twenty year employees 
(center) are Linda Wilson, Carolyn Beard, and Twana Dixon.  Not pictured is Kelley Dunstan.  Employee of the Year (right) is Michele LeBlanc, a registered nurse in Lane’s Wound 
Center.  She received the honor at the hospital’s annual “Employee of the Year Luncheon” at Sammy’s Grill in Zachary.  She has worked at Lane for five years.

Follow Capital City News and Central City News on Facebook
Visit www.centralcitynews.us and www.centralcitynews.net
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Free Oral
Cancer

Screenings 
Available

Instant whitening that lasts
Extraordinarily strong • No shots, no pain*

No drilling of sensitive tooth structure*
Backed by over 20 years of clinical research**

* Tooth contouring may be necessary.  Individual cases may vary.  **Data on File.

LUMISmile is a digital smile makeover 
that takes about 30 minutes and will 
give you a preview of how beautiful 
your smile could be.  Ask about
LUMISmile during your consultation!

Join Us on Our LUMIDay
April 24 • 7 a.m.-5 p.m.
Stephen Weilbacher, D.D.S.

Family Dentistry
2321 Drusilla Lane, Ste. A

(225) 928-3384
www.drweilbacher.com

FREE LUMISmile®

Digital Makeover

$6 for first 10 words. $10 for 11 to 20 words, 
$15 for 21 to 30 words.  $20 for 31 to 40 
words.  $25 for one column inch classified 
display ad. Call 261-5055.  Must be paid in 
advance. To pay by credit card, go to www.
centralcitynews.us and click “Pay Now” on 
the left.  Then email ad copy to centralci-
tynews@hotmail.com.  Or mail or hand de-
liver check and ad copy to Central City News, 
910 N. Foster, Baton Rouge, LA 70806
CRYOGENIC TRANSPORTATION LLC 
is hiring Class A CDL drivers out of Geismar, 
LA for our OTR (three weeks out) positions!  
We offer competitive pay, medical benefits for 
you and your family, paid training on roduct 
handling, paid uniforms, paid vacations, 401K 
and more!  Two years tractor-trailer experience, 
tank & hazmat endorsements (or ability to ob-
tain) and safe driving record required.  Apply 
Now at TheKAG.com or call (800) 871-4581.  
04/18/13
DRIVERS — Want a professional career?  Haul 
flatbed/OD loads for Trinity Logistics Group!  
Earn $.41-.51 cpm!  CDL-A with two years’ ex-
perience.  EEO/AA  Call 800-533-7862.  www.
trinitytrucking.com.  05/02/13
DRIVERS — Experienced Tanker.  Great 
pay!  Regional/Linehaul. No Layoffs.  Full 
benefits.  CDL-A w/H&T, Dbls.  Good MVR.  
Apply www.drive4sbi.com or 800-457-1459.  
04/18/13
MOBILE HOME FOR RENT — Very nice 
two bedroom, one bath located at 10944 Ridge 
Road.  $500 month, $300 deposit.  225-202-
0053.  05/02/13
TELLER NEEDED — For BR Telco FCU’s 
Denham Springs Branch.  Monday-Friday 
8 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m.-12 p.m.  Six 
months previous teller/customer service experi-
ence.  Apply online at brtelco.org.  05/02/13
VACATION ON MS. GULF COAST — 
Beautiful condo two bed, 2-1/2 bath, balcony 
with ocean view, furnished.  Weekend, weekly, 
monthly rates.  225-938-8601 or 225-324-0973.  
05/02/13

Classifieds

Free	Oral	Cancer	Screenings	April	24
Dr. Steve Weilbacher
Using New Technology
To Detect Early Signs
Of Cancer of Mouth
 BATON ROUGE — Until pap smears, 
cervical cancer was one of the big-
gest killers.  But pap smears al-
lowed cervical cancer to be caught 
earlier and treated more success-
fully.
 Unfortunately, oral cancer is 
now three times more common 
than cervical cancer.  Yet, few 
people routinely have themselves 
tested for oral cancer.
 Now Dr. Steve Weilbacher, 
2321 Drusilla Lane, Suite A, is of-
fering new technology that allows 
quick, easy, painfree, and harmless 
screening for oral cancer.  The re-
sults are available immediately.
 Normally, dentists look for flesh 
which is abnormally white or red,  
but this method is unreliable.  The 
new technology uses a florescent 
light.  Under the light, black spots 
are signs of possible cancer, and 

the patient should be referred to an 
oral surgeon.
 Dr. Weilbacher said one of the 
reasons oral cancer is much more 
common today is the human papil-
loma virus.  It can be transmitted 
by oral sex.  “Oral sex is not safe 
sex,” he said.
 Dr. Weilbacher said catching 
oral cancer early can mean the can-

cer can be treated more conserva-
tively and with better results.
 He said that by the time oral 
cancer can be seen with the naked 
eye, it is often more serious cancer 
in stage three or four.
 If a black spot is detected, it can 
be photographed and the photo sent 
to a specialist.
 Dr. Weilbacher often refers pa-

tients to Dr. Richard Akin, who is 
an oral surgeon who is both a den-
tist and an M.D.
 To set up an appointment with 
Dr. Weilbacher for free oral cancer 
screening, call 928-3384.
LUMIDay	Coming	April	24
 On Wednesday, April 24, Dr. 
Weilbacher will also be offering 
free LUMISmile Digital Make-
overs.  This is an opportunity to 
see how Lumineers could trans-
form your smile.
 There is no charge for this ser-
vice.
 The digital makeover takes 
about 30 minutes and will give you 
a preview of how your smile could 
look.
 Lumineers have many advan-
tages:
 • Instant whitening that lasts
 • Extraordinarily strong
 • No shots and no pain
 • No drilling of sensitive tooth 
structure
 When Lumineers or the Snap-
On Smile are ordered during the 
day, they will be subject to signifi-
cant discounts.
 Dr. Weilbacher began offer-
ing Lumineers to his patients in 
2009, and he said he has been very 
pleased with the results.
 Lumineers cover individual teeth 
with a thin protective layer.  On the 
other hand, the Snap-On Smile fits 
over the entire top or bottom teeth 
and is removed every night.
 One of the advantages of Lu-
mineers is that often very little 
and sometimes no tooth has to be 
removed.  The Snap-On Smile 
doesn’t normally involve removal 
of parts of a tooth, since it fits over 
the existing teeth.
 To set an appointment to get 
your free LUMISmile Digital 
Makeover, call Dr. Weilbacher’s 
office at 225-928-3384.
 For more information, go to 
www.drweilbacher.com.

DR. STEVE WEILBACHER screens patient for oral cancer with new device.



Health & Fitness Events Coming Up in Capital City
 BATON ROUGE — Health and fitness 
events coming up in and around the 
capital city:

April 20 and 27
CPR Training and Renewal

 Want to learn CPR or need to re-
new your card?  Bryan Hutson, ath-
letic trainer at Central High School, 
will be offering American Heart As-
sociation classes.  Renewal classes 
begin at 7:30 a.m. and new classes 
begin at 10 a.m. both days.  Cost of 
renewal class is $30 and cost for new 
course is $60.  To reserve a seat, call 
262-2777.

Monday, April 22
Ask	the	Doctor	•	12	noon

 Dr. Joseph Nesheiwat with Zach-
ary Rheumatology will discuss the 
systems of rheumatoid arthritis and 
osteoarthritis during the “Ask the 
Doctor” Lunch and Learn session in 
the Staff Development Classroom at 
Lane Regional Medical Center.  The 
session is free and includes a light 
lunch.  Advance reservations are re-
quired by call 654-5263.

April 23 and 25

Heart Screenings for Central
Athletes	•	4	p.m.

 Members of Jump Start Your 
Heart and Baton Rouge EMS will 
be at Central High School’s athletic 
training room to administer heart 
screenings to athletes of the Central 
School System.  This is for incom-
ing freshmen through 12th grade.  
Dr. Stephen Kelly of the Southeast-
ern Cardiovascular Clinic will be on 
hand both days to review the test of 
each student.   Cost of the test is $20, 
cash only.  Call Bryan Hutson at 262-
2777 or Alison Porche at 337-7197 to 
set a day for screening.

Wednesday,	April	24
Louisiana Diabetes Summit

 The Environment & Health Coun-
cil of Louisiana will host a conference 
focusing on the most pressing chal-
lenges and concerns related to diabe-
tes in Louisiana, as well as the most 
promising solutions and innovations 
available.  The “Louisiana Diabetes 
Summit: Meeting our Challenge” 
will be held at the C.B. Pennington 
Conference Center located on the 
campus of Pennington Biomedical 

Research Center.  The conference be-
gins at 8:30 a.m. with registration and 
will conclude at 4 p.m.  It is open to 
the public at no charge, but registra-
tion is required.  Pre-registration will 
guarantee your spot and lunch; day-
of-registration will be available on a 
first-come basis.  To pre-register, send 
your name and contact information to 
jmckelviekemp@gmail.com.  For in-
formation, visit www.ehcla.org.

Thursday, April 25
Intro	to	Acupuncture	•	6	p.m.

 Join Ashley Johnson, Licensed 
Acupuncturist, for an “Introduction 
to Acupuncture” in the Staff Devel-
opment Classroom at Lane Regional 
Medical Center.  Advance reserva-
tions are required and seating is lim-
ited.  For information, call 654-5263.

Thursday, May 2
Ask	the	Doctor	•	12	noon	to	1	p.m.
 Dr. Thomas Kang of Lane Surgery 
Group will discuss “How to Lose 
Weight: A Surgeon’s Perspective,” 
including the benefits and limitations 
of weight loss surgery, during the 
“Ask the Doctor” Lunch and Learn in 

the Staff Development Classroom at 
Lane Regional Medical Center.  The 
session is free and includes a light 
lunch.  Advance reservations are re-
quired by calling 654-5263.

Wide Open Prostitution on Plank Road,
Within Blocks of BR City Police Station

At 12:30 a.m., Half Dozen Prostitutes Working Plank Road

 BATON ROUGE — It’s a little after 
midnight on Saturday in Louisi-
ana’s capital city, and prostitutes 
are openly plying their trade on the 
streets, especially on Plank Road 
in North Baton Rouge.
 Within a few blocks of the Baton 
Rouge City Police station at 4445 
Plank Road, at least six prostitutes 
were out soliciting business.  As 

they hailed down prospective cus-
tomers and negotiated deals, city 
police vehicles repeatedly drove by.
 On this night, all of the women 
appeared to be African American.
 A few blocks away, a city po-
liceman who was off-duty said it is 
tough for police officers to handle 
prostitution cases.  “Basically, you 
need an undercover agent who is 

recording the conversation with the 
prostitute.  Otherwise, it’s difficult 
to make a case.  Plus, they are out 
on the street the next night,” he said.
 In the current session of the 
Louisiana Legislature, Sen. Sha-
ron Broome (D-Baton Rouge) and 
Rep. Valarie Hodges (R-Central) 
have bills to target human traffick-
ing, which often involves minors 

who are kidnapped and forced to 
engage in prostitution or, more 
often, minors who are addicted to 
drugs and subject to being con-
trolled by pimps or managers who 
provide them drugs and keep most 
of the profits.  Broome has intro-
duced SB88, and Hodges has in-
troduced HB126.  For information, 
go to www.legis.la.gov.
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Beth Sibley

Two Positions Filled at Lane Regional Wound Center
 ZACHARY — Beth Sibley, RN, MSN, has been named 
Program Director of the Lane Wound Care and Hyperbaric 
Oxygen Therapy Center.
 She is responsible for the ongoing management and suc-
cess of the center including operations, performance im-
provement, and referral development.
 Sibley and her husband, Kibler, live in Plaquemine with 
her son, Connor.  She is a member of the St. John the Bap-
tist Catholic Church in Brusly.
 Megan Prejean, RN, BSN, CWON, has been named 
Clinical Manager of Lane Wound Care and hyperbaric Ox-
ygen Therapy Center.
 She is responsible for coordinating services and pro-
viding quality care to patients with chronic, non-healing 
wounds.
 Prejean and her husband, Kevin, live in Watson with 
their daughters, Kasie, Amy and Katherine Grace.  She is a 
member of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church.Megan Prejean

Sheila Barrett

Sheila Barrett, RN 
Named Director
Of Telemetry Unit
 ZACHARY — Sheila Barrett, 
R.N., has been named director of 
the Telemetry Unit at Lane Re-
gional Medical Center.
 Barrett is responsible for co-
ordinating all aspects of nursing 
care for the unit, including patient 
satisfaction, staffing, and physi-
cian relations.  She has 21 years of 
health care experience.  She was 
previously Charge Nurse on the 
Telemetry Unit and relief House 
Supervisor.
 She and her husband, Rusty, 
reside in Central.  They have one 
son and one granddaughter.

PROSTITUTES often ply their trade along Plank Road in North Baton Rouge.  These photos were taken near Plank and Brady Street around 12:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 30.



Red Stick Farmers Market Offers 
14  CITY NEWS  Thursday, April 18, 2013

/DEMCOLouisiana 

Our People - Your Power

No one looks forward to paying bills. However, DEMCO makes the process 

more convenient with online bill pay. You can better manage your monthly 

payments by signing up for DEMCO’s Bankdraft option, so your bill will 

always be paid on time. You can also pay online using an e-check or credit 

card. Log on to DEMCO.org for details, and add a little convenience to 

your life. DEMCO puts the power in your hands!

We’re DEMCO, but to our 
  members we’re known as 

demco.org
Red Stick Farmers Market, 5th at Main streets

Photos by Woody Jenkins

Glasers Produce Farm near New Roads

People line up for Glasers Produce Farm products

Trying the juice from Our Daily Bread

Amato’s in Independence produces a Louisiana Native Wine

St. Joseph’s Cathedral provides the backdrop for the Farmers Market.



12628 Hooper Road • Central, Louisiana 70818
225-330-8441 • Fax: (225) 330-8466

(225) 939-9129 • wayne@wayneclarkbr.com
www.WayneClarkBR.com

Twin Lakes Estates
For information visit twinlakesestatescentral.com

Now pre-selling Central’s newest upscale
neighborhood off Denham Road

Fresh, Locally-Grown Whole Food
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5.667 X 3

TESTED HARSHLY. PRICED AFFORDABLY.

Extreme testing for rugged reliability and 
special financing for an easygoing payment.

0%APR for 36Months!*

with equal monthly payments

*No Interest with Equal Payments available for qualifying equipment purchased between
4-1-13 and 6-15-13. Call your participating dealer for complete details and restrictions.

Alan Watts 
Service, Inc. 225-924-0487

Watts Target Ad  4/3/13  3:17 PM  Page 1

Galen Iverstine of Central
Developed Love of Farming

Red Stick Farmers Market
Now Enjoying Its 25th Year

 KENTWOOD — Galen Iverstine 
grew up in Central and graduated 
from Central High School.  But he 
has given up the “big city” ways of 
Central to pursue his love of farm-
ing as owner of Iverstine Farms in 
Kentwood in Tangipahoa Parish.
 Iverstine is a familiar face at the 
Red Stick Farmers Market in Ba-
ton Rouge every Saturday, offering 
his farm’s Berkshire pork, broilers, 
and eggs.
 Iverstine said, “We produce high 
quality, all natural foods.  We con-

sider ourselves as stewards of the 
land driven to develop sustainable 
growth techniques.  We seek trans-
parency in all that we do, through 
responsible farm practices.”
 His Heritage breed pork is raised 
on pasture and has no antibiotics or 
hormones added.
 Iverstine has a Facebook page 
called “Iverstine Family Farms.”    
The page is filled with photos of 
his farm.  The farm is located at 
2973 Newman Road, Kentwood, 
LA 70444.  Phone 225-276-0207.

 BATON ROUGE — The Red Stick 
Farmers Market began in 1996 as a 
way to connect Baton Rouge area 
farmers with the urban market.  It 
is a producer-only market, which 
is designed to provide income for 
Louisiana agribusiness.
 The market operates from 8 a.m. 
to 12 noon every Saturday at the 
corner of Fifth and Main streets in 
downtown Baton Rouge.  It faces 
toward St. Joseph Cathedral to the 
west.
 On Thursdays, it operates from 
8 a.m. to 12 noon at the Pennington 

Biomedical Research Center, 6400 
Perkins Road.
 The Red Stick Farmers Market 
is a member of the FoodRoutes 
Network and a partner in the Buy 
Fresh Buy Local campaign.
 On the first Saturday of each 
month, the East Baton Rouge Mas-
ter Gardeners are at the market to 
offer expert advice.  Also on the 
first Saturday, except January and 
May, the Baton Rouge Arts market 
sets up next to the Farmers Market.
 For more information, go to 
www.redstickfarmers market.org.

Cutrer’s Meat Market offers a delicious sausage

Frank Fekete Farm is a favorite for strawberres at the Farmers Market. 

Galen Iverstine is making a name for himself as a farmer and a businessman.
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Istrouma High Pow Wow • Home of Frank Parker • Photos by Woody Jenkins • Saturday, April 6, 2013

ISTROUMA POW WOW — Istrouma grads from the 1960’s held a crawfish boil at Frank Parker’s home last Saturday.  Shown: The Henagans, the Parkers, and Marilee Whitfield

ISTROUMA GRADS gathered to sing the Alma Mater (left).  At right, former Istrouma track runners Carl Causey, Jim Dousay, and Woody Jenkins.  Dousay was All-SEC at LSU

Donna Ellis King and husband B. J. (left)  Lana Day and husband Leo (center).  At right, an Istrouma Indian.

The Causeys, the Tolers, the Humphries, and the Effersons were among the 75 alumni in attendance.
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For information on advertising
in the newspaper, call

Jolice or Candi at
225-261-5055

Advertising

Central City News

$47.50 monthly (Every other week)
Now through August

$95 monthly (Every week)
September through December

Area Business Directory

Painting

Randy Falcon
20 Years’ Experience

No Job Too Large or Small
225-454-2961 (cell)

Appliance Repair

Mark’s
Appliance Repair

Service to all major brands
Shop Central First!

225-261-2270

Carpet Cleaning

BayouSteam
Carpet, Upholstery,

Tile & Grout Cleaning
Locally owned and operated
225-955-6955

Dirt Work

General Sand & Gravel Co.
Limestone, Gravel, Mason Sand,

Clay, Top Soil, Riversilt,
Crushed Concrete, Tractor Work

225-261-3953

Aerobics

❤Aerobics by
Roxanne
225-281-1623

Since 1983  •  Good For Your ❤

Wind Shield Repair & Replacement
We Come to You • 225-791-7440

Auto Glass

Plumbing

LAFLEUR’S Plumbing
#LA676

261-2751

Full Repair Service
Monday - Saturday • Same Rates!

Appointment Necessary on Saturday
(Make Appointment Before Friday)

Home Maintenance

Lloyd’s Home
Maintenance and Repair

No job too small
225-936-7652

Lloyd’s Home
Maintenance and Repair

No job too small
225-936-7652

Avon

Buy or SELL AVON

Call Karen 225-328-1188

$10 to Start
Independent Sales Rep

Central Metal & Aluminum
Patio & Carport Covers

Metal Buildings & Sun Rooms
Karl Cheek, Owner

Construction

225-261-6105

Automotive

North Store
7777 N. Airline Hwy.

 225-927-2311
South Store

12116 S. Airline Hwy.
 225-791-7440

Mowing & Trimming • Tree Maintenance
Flower Bed Maintenance

No Contracts • Free Estimates
(225) 614-7496

Lawn Care

PRO CUTS

Lawn Care

What’s Happening Around the Capital City

offer free prom dresses and tuxedos 
for families who can’t afford to send 
their child to prom.  For information, 
call 389-3182.

Saturday, April 20
Family Fun Under the Stars

3 to 11 p.m.
 Spend an evening among the stars 
as Highland Road Park Observatory, 
13800 Highland Road, hosts its 7th 
annual International Astronomy Day 
celebration.  The event will feature 
raffles, food, and games on site for 
all.  For information, call 768-9948.

Saturday, April 20
Central Veterans Helping Veterans

Dinner	&	Meeting	•	6	p.m.
 Central Veterans Helping Veterans 
is inviting all veterans to join them 
at their monthly dinner and meeting 
at DEMCO on Wax Road.  Louis 
DeJohn is scheduled to be the guest 
speaker.  Free to veterans and the 
spouses.  For information, contact 
Charles Lee Hinton at 261-3000 or 
405-9675.

 BATON ROUGE — Events coming up in 
and around the capital city:

Friday, April 19
District-Wide Strings Rock

Concert	•	7	p.m.
 A District-Wide Strings Rock Con-
cert will be held at McKinley Magnet 
Academic Middle School.  $5 general 
admission and $2 for students and se-
niors.  New York City rock violinist 
Bridgid Bibbens will be a guest per-
former.  For information, contact Mi-
chelle Wilkinson-Nelson at mwilkin-
son1@ebrschools.org.

Saturday, April 20
Child Abuse Prevention

Breakfast	•	9	a.m.
 Councilwoman Chauna Banks-
Daniel and Daughters of Naomi will 
host a Child Abuse Prevention Break-
fast at Camphor Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 8742 Scenic Hwy.  
The public is invited to attend and 
learn how to identify and report pos-
sible child abuse or negligent behav-
iors.

Saturday, April 20
EBRP Honor’s Music Camp

8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 The East Baton Rouge Schools 
Honor’s Music Camp will be held at 
Winbourne Elementary, 4503 Win-
bourne Ave.  The purpose of the 
camp is to encourage musical excel-
lence by rewarding and showcasing 
the district’s honor music students.  A 
concert will be held at 2 p.m.  For in-
formation, contact Susan Chernetz at 
schernet@ebrschools.org.

Saturday, April 20
“The	Story	of	Arpadhon”	•	10	a.m.
 “The Story of Arpadhon: The 
Hungarian Settlement at Albany, 
La.” will be presented by Royanne 
Kropog at the Bluebonnet Library, 
9200 Bluebonnet Blvd.  Kropog, au-
thor of “the Hungarian Settlement” 
will have a visual presentation on the 
settlement’s history.  The program is 
free and open to the public.  For in-
formation, call Mary McKeough at 
924-8921 or visit www.batonrouge-
genealogy.org.

April 20 and April 21
Angola Prison Rodeo

 Warden Burl Cain invites the pub-
lic to view the wildest rodeo show 
in the south.  The gates will open at 
9 a.m. and the rodeo starts at 2 p.m.  
All seats are only $15.  Tickets can 
be purchased in advance on-line 
at www.angolarodeo.com or call-
ing 225-655-2030 or 225-655-2607 
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 21
Kelly Pease in Concert

5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
 Nationally known Christian artist, 
Kelly Pease, will be in concert at the 
St. Alphonsus’ Family Center, 14040 
Greenwell Springs Road.  Upbeat, 
Christ-filled music for all ages.

Sunday, April 21
Giuliana	Rancic	•	7	p.m.

 E! News anchor and breast cancer 
survivor Giuliana Rancic will speak 
at LSU’s Pete Maravich Assembly 

Saturday, April 20
Missy	Couvillion	Benefit	•	11	a.m.

 A benefit will be held for Melissa 
Thompson Couvillion, a resident of 
Central and CHS graduate, who was 
diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis.  
The benefit will be held at Kristen-
wood, 14025 Greenwell Springs.  
There will be live bands and activi-
ties for kids including a space walk 
and carnival games.  Jambalaya tick-
ets can be purchased for $6 and two 
raffles.  $2 chance for a chance to win 
an 80 quart crawfish pot, burner, and 
handmade wooden crawfish table and 
$5 chance to win a $1,500 kitchen 
cabinet makeover courtesy of Cor-
nerstone Cabinets.  There will be a 
silent auction and bake sale.

Saturday, April 20
Fairy Godmother Prom

Extravaganza	•	10	a.m.	to	1	p.m.
 The 2013 Fairy Godmother Prom 
Extravaganza Give-Away will be 
held at the Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Community Center, 4000 Gus 
Young Ave.  The Extravaganza will See THINGS on Page 18

Business
Directory
261-5055

Business Services
Need more help in the office, but can’t

afford the employee expense?
My Business Assistant, LLC

Let us handle your to-do list! From bookkeeping to 
secretarial or administrative tasks.  Notary Public.

(225) 329-9058

SEAN MURPHY (left) was named to the 2013 District 5A Boys All-District Bowling 2nd Team.  The Central Wildcat junior’s stats 
were: Average, 171.86; 35 games; high game, 226; high series, 609; and winning percentage, 70.00.  BLAKE ESCH (center) was the 
overall winner of the 2013 Ochsner Central Community 5K in Central on Feb. 23.  He finished with a time of 18:36.  He lives in Central 
and is a senior at Catholic High.  CADET PFC RENEE NGUYEN (right) of Tara High School received the JROTC Leadership and 
Education Training (LET) 1 Cadet of the Year Award. She is a member of the Trojan Strong Armed Drill Team, Cadet Challenge Team, 
and the Tara High I CARE Team.  Currently, she is ranked first out of 323 in her freshman class with cumulative grade point average of 
4.375.  Presenting her with the award is Col. James Bowie, a JROTC instructor at McKinley High School and board president of LET.
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Continued from Page 17
Center.  The Gamma Zeta chapter of 
Delta Gamma will host the event for 
the biennial Lectureship in Values and 
Ethics.  Admission is free and open to 
the public.  For information, contact 
Maddie Duhon at gammazetalsu@
gmail.com or 337-349-5403.

Thursday, April 25
Heritage	Lecture	•	6	p.m.

 River Road author Mary Ann 
Sternberg will share insights on the 
River Road at a lecture sponsored by 
the Foundation for Historical Louisi-
ana at the Old Governor’s Mansion, 
East Room, 502 North Blvd.  Stern-
berg will be signing two new books 
“River Road Rambler” and “Along 
the River Road: Past and Present on 
Louisiana’s Historic Byway.”  The 
lecture is free to Foundation members 
and $10 for guests.  For information, 
call 387-2464 or visit fhl.org.

Friday, April 26
Beethoven	Festival	•	7:30	p.m.

 The LSU Symphony Orchestra and 
LSU Choral Ensemble will conclude 
its Beethoven Festival with a perfor-
mance of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 
9 at the LSU Union Theater.  General 
admission tickets are $20; LSU fac-
ulty, staff, and students are $17; and 
LSU students with a student ID are 
$12.  To purchase tickets, call 578-
5128 or visit www.music.lsu.edu.

April 26 through 28
Our Lady of Mercy Parish Fair

Raffle	&	Baked	Goods
 Our Lady of Mercy’s Parish Fair 
is scheduled for April 26 through 
28.  Preorder your baked goods now 
for pickup Sunday, April 28.  Cakes 
and pies $25 and cookies, candies, 
and brownies $5 package.  Limited 
quantities available.  Orders filled on 
a first-come, first-serve basis.  Place 
your order no later than Saturday, 
April 6.  For a list of bakers, go to 
www.olomchurch.com.  To order, 
call Margaret Roberts at 925-1585 
or 933-8977.  There will also be a 
Raffle. For information, contact the 
church office at 926-1883.

Thursday, May 2
Lunch, Lecture, and Tour

Noon to 1:30 p.m.
 The LSU Museum of Art will host 
a special luncheon and lecture event 
and guest speaker is LSU alumna and 
New Orleans-based fashion designer 
suzanne Perron.  Enjoy a guided tour 
of the exhibit, “Revealed: Exquisite 

Gowns by Suzanne Perron,” that is on 
display through July 28.  The event is 
in the museum’s Turner Gallery, lo-
cated on the third floor of the Shaw 
Center for the Arts, 100 Lafayette St.  
Purchase tickets at the LSU Museum 
of Art Store or by calling 389-7210 
by Friday, April 26.  Tickets are $35.

Thursday, May 2
Rock	of	Ages	•	7:30	p.m.

 “Rock of Ages,” a hilarious, feel-
good love story told through the hit 
songs of iconic rockers Journey, 
Styx, REO Speedwagon, and many 
more will play the Baton Rouge river 
Center.  Tickets are on sale at Ticket-
master.com, 800-745-3000, all Tick-
etmaster outlets, and the Baton Rouge 
River Center Ticket Office.  To race a 
group discount, call 389-3093.

Friday, May 3
St. Alphonsus Appreciation
Crawfish	Boil	•	6:30	p.m.

 Inviting all adults who are involved 
in the life of St. Alphonsus parish in 
all the different organizations, com-
mittees, councils, boards, and min-
istries.  Join Fr. Mike and the parish 
staff as we say thank you to the many 
generous people who have worked 
together in making St. Alphonsus the 

wonderful parish that it is!  RSVP by 
calling the church office, 261-4650 
by Friday April 26.  Childcare will be 
provided.  RSVP with the number of 
children by Friday, April 26.

May	3	and	4
Greenwell Springs Youth Riders’
55th	Annual	Pro-Rodeo	•	8	p.m.

 The Greenwell Springs Youth Rid-
ers’ 55th Annual Pro-Rodeo will be 
held at the BREC Shady Park Arean 
off Greenwell Springs Road.  Admis-
sion is $10 for adults, $5 for children 
school age, and children under 5 free.  
For information, visit www.gsyr.
webs.com.

Saturday,	May	4
Crawfish	Boil	Fundraiser

3 to 5:30 p.m.
 Two staples of Louisiana culture 
— music and crawfish — will come 
together to raise funds to help local 
students learn about the performing 
arts. The LSU Performing Arts Acad-
emy, the community programs divi-
sion of the LSU College of Music & 
Dramatic Arts, will host a crawfish 
boil fundraiser to support scholar-
ships and programs to help children 
take music lessons and performing 
arts classes at LSU.  The festivities 
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2013 CAYL COACHES PITCH CHAMPS — The Wildcats won the 2013 CAYL Pre-Season Coaches Pitch Tournament held April 
23 and 24 at Lovett Road Park.  Team members are (1st row, left to right) Cole Turner, Jacob Williams, Conner Pike, and Mike Stephens 
and (2nd row) Jackson Forbes, Brayden Pellerin, Luke McLin, Zach Juneau, Brody Wilbert, Daylon Duplessis, and Shelton Sampson.  
Coaches are Kyle Turner, Wade Forbes, Berch Wilbert, and Les McLin.  Not pictured Skylar David.

will take place under the oaks in front 
of the LSU Music & Dramatic Arts 
Building on Dalrymple Drive.  Tick-
ets are $50 for adults and $10 for 
those ages 17 and under.  For infor-
mation, or reservations, visit www.
paa.lsu.edu.  Reservations will be ac-
cepted through Friday, April 26.

Sunday, May 5
Spring	Tea	•	2	to	4	p.m.

 The Beacon House Adoption 
Services’ annual Growing Families 
Spring tea will be held at Highland 
Porch, 145 Ben Hur Rd.  The tea 
will feature live music, gardening 
tips by horticulturist Brook Webber 
of The Parish Group, LLC, and key-
note speech by Scott Rogers of “The 
Around Town Show.”  Tickets are 
$25.  For information, contact Lauren 
Lambert at 753-5551.

Tuesday, May 7
Victory Harvest Church MOPS

9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
 Victory Harvest Church MOPS 
will meet at Victory Harvest Church, 
3953 N. Flannery Road.  Limited 
childcare is available.  Moms should 
email Barbara Womack at vhcmops@
cox.net or call 275-5255 to check 
availability.
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MILESTONES
Send milestones to centralcitynews@
hotmail.com or mail to 910 N. Foster 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70806.

Births • Engagements • Weddings • Deaths
Anniversaries • Reunions

Milestones FLAKE, CHAMPAGNE
Heather and Joshua Champagne mar-
ried Feb. 22 at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in French Settlement.

Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Champagne

Heather Flake, Joshua Champagne
Wed at St. Joseph Catholic Church
 FRENCH SETTLEMENT — Heather 
Lynn Flake and Joshua Joseph 
Champagne, both of St. Amant, 
were married in a 7 p.m. ceremony 
Feb. 22, 2013, at St. Joseph Catho-
lic Church in French Settlement.  
Fr. Jason Palermo officiated.
 The bride is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Flake, 
Jr. of Greenwell Springs.  She is 
the granddaughter of the late Mr. 
and Mrs. Roland L. Flake, Sr. and 
the late Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. 
Weatherford.
 The bridegroom is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Brion Broussard of 
St. Amant and Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery 
Champagne, Sr. of Reserve.  He is 
the grandson of Mr. Joseph Marks 
and the late Verlie Marks and Mrs. 
Melanie Champagne and the late 
O.J. Champagne.
 The bride was attended by her 
matron of honor, Maggie Raborn.  
Bridesmaids were Jennifer Arce-
neaux, Stephanie Nguyen, Angela 
Broussard, Courtney Donatto, and 
Lindse Marks.  Junior bridesmaids 
were Malorie Nguyen and Nata-
lie Arceneaux.  Flower girl was 
Brooklyn Broussard.
 The bride groom was attended 
by his best man, Jeff Champagne.  

Groomsmen were Brandon Brous-
sard, Justin Fryoux, Andrew Marks, 
Justin Richard, Matt Marks, Travis 
Ortego, and Jake Vicknair.  Ring 
bearer was Brody Broussard.
 A reception took place at Elegant 
Affairs in Gonzales.  Following a 
wedding trip to Gatlinburg, Tenn, 
the couple resides in St. Amant.

. Births , 

Mary Katherine Readinger
 David and Emily (Messina) Re-
aginger are proud to announce the 
birth of their daughter, Mary Kather-
ine.  She was welcomed home by big 
brother, Andrew.
 Mary was born Dec. 11, 2012, at 
Woman’s Hospital.  She weighed 
eight pounds, five ounces, and was 
20 inches long.
 Proud grandparents are Greg and 
Cathy Messina of Central and Loren 
and Julie Readinger of Fort Scott, 
Kan.

Saturday, April 27
Central Class of ’83 Reunion

7:30 to 11 p.m.
 Central High Class of ’83 will 
have a reunion at De la Ronde Hall, 
320 Third Street, Ste. 201, Baton 
Rouge.  Cost is $75 at the door.  En-
tertainment will be the Chris Leblanc 
Band.  There will be a buffet and a 
cash bar.  For information, contact 
Tami Helmke Misuraca at 937-4083 
or email chs1983@cox.net.

Saturday, June 15
Bellingrath Reunion

4	to	8	p.m.
 There will be a Bellingrath Re-
union at the new Middle School caf-
eteria.  It will be for faculty, staff, 

students, parents, and grandparents 
who were involved with Bellingrath 
from 1966 to 2000.  Only adults are 
invited.  Go to www.Bellingrathre-
union.webs.com to register and get 
more information.  If you are inter-
ested in helping with the reunion, 
there will be a meeting at Berean 
Ministries Sunday, April 7 at 2 p.m.

Saturday, August 17
Istrouma Class of ’73 Reunion

 Istrouma High Class of ’73 will 
have a reunion at Kristenwood, 
14025 Greenwell Springs.  Con-
tact Rhona C. Watson, 654-7716 
or rcw51055@aol.com or Debbie 
or Danny Wellman, 261-8358 or 
dwell96@bellsouth.net.

. Class Reunions , 

246-2722
14790	Wax	Road,	Ste.	110	•	Central

One Stop Shopping
for Mother’s Day

Free
Gift Wrapping

DISTINGUISHED PASTOR OF 2013 — Fr. Mike Moroney from St. Alphonsus Church 
has been named Distinguished Pastor of 2013 on the local and national level by the Na-
tional Catholic Educators Association.  This award was presented at the NCEA confer-
ence hosted in Houston, Texas on Wednesday, April 3.  Shown are (left to right) Cindy 
Ryals, principal at St. Alphonsus School, Fr. Mike Moroney, and Dr. Melanie Verges, 
superintendent of the Diocese of Baton Rouge Catholic Schools.
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Facebook page Neighbors in Action

ton Rouge Parish school system 
is ranked among the worst in the 
state.
 Meanwhile, right outside the 
East Baton Rouge Parish school 
system are five of the top perform-
ing school systems in the state — 
Zachary, Central, West Feliciana, 
Livingston, and Ascension.  These 
areas also boast low crime rates.
 Poor families may be trapped 
in poorly-performing inner city 
schools, and upper income families 
may decide to stay and take advan-
tage of Baton Rouge’s outstanding 
private and parochial schools.
 But working, middle income 
families have had little choice but 
to exit the parish, in favor of fam-
ily-friendly communities and par-
ishes nearby.
School Age Population
 Since 1970, the school age pop-
ulation of East Baton Rouge Parish 
has also declined.
 In 1970, the parish had a popula-
tion of 285,167.  It grew to 440,171 

Disappearing Children
by 2010.  However, in that same 
period the number of school age 
children (age 5 to 17) in the parish 
went down from 78,963 in 1970 to 
74,158 in 2010.
EBR’s Aging Population
 As the number of pre-schoolers 
and school age children has de-
clined in East Baton Rouge Parish, 
the number of older citizens has 
sky-rocketed.
 In 1960, East Baton Rouge Par-
ish had 11,877 residents who were 
over 65 years of age.  In 2010, the 
parish had 48,030 residents over 
65.
Outlook for Future
 The population trends for the 
parish raise many questions:
 • With young people constitut-
ing a smaller and smaller percent-
age of the population, who will pay 
the taxes to support the growing 
number of older citizens?
 • With the exodus of middle in-
come working families, will East 
Baton Rouge Parish maintain its 
viability as a commercial center?  

The city saw the closure of Bon 
Marche as a retail center.  Cortana 
Mall was recently sold for only $6 
million, and some analysts have 
said the new owners will likely 
shift the emphasis of the mall from 
retail to offices.  Recent disorders 
by teenagers created bad publicity 
for Mall of Louisiana.  The ques-
tion is, will families in Livingston 
and Ascension continue to shop in 
Baton Rouge as their own parishes 
develop new shopping areas such 
as Juban Crossing?
 • Will anything be done to curb 
the growing cost of government?  
Almost every program is justified 
as necessary “for the children” and 
spending goes up.  Yet, the number 
of children is down, in real terms 
and especially as a percentage of 
the population.
What Can Draw People Back?
 Can anything draw working, 
middle income families back to 
East Baton Rouge Parish?
 If it is true that families have 
fled to Livingston and Ascension 

parishes primarily because of good 
public schools and low crime rates, 
it follows that the way to draw peo-
ple back to East Baton Rouge Par-
ish is with good public schools and 
low crime rates
 Unless that can be done, East 
Baton Rouge Parish seems likely 
to see more and more of its chil-
dren disappear.

Continued from Page 1

Can SE District 
Bring Families 
Back to EBR?

Continued from Page 1
ton Rouge.
 When interviewed about the 
growth of enrollment in Central 
schools last year, Central schools 
Supt. Mike Faulk said many of the 
families who moved from Livings-
ton into Central because of the new 
school system were former Cen-
tral residents.  Faulk said they had 
moved to Livingston because they 
felt they had no choice, but once 
schools in Central improved, they 
came back.
 Norman Browning, chairman of 
Local Schools for Local Children, 
said he believes many of the fami-
lies who have moved to Livingston 
and Ascension in search of quality 
schools would move back to East 
Baton Rouge Parish to take advan-
tage of the new Southeast Baton 
Rouge school district.

 BATON ROUGE — A survey of the 
top-performing public school dis-
tricts in the Baton Rouge area — 
Zachary, Central, West Feliciana, 
Livingston, Ascension, and St. Tam-
many — indicates that only one of 
them has magnet schools.
 The one exception is Ascension, 
which has authorized magnet school 
programs on the west bank of the 
parish in the Donaldsonville area, 
where some schools have scored 
D’s and F’s by the state.
 Some of the opposition to the 
proposed new Southeast Baton 
Rouge Community School System 
has come from parents of students 
attending East Baton Rouge Par-
ish magnet schools.  They are con-
cerned that the new system will not 
offer magnet school programs.
 Sen. Bodi White’s bills SB 73 
and SB 199 to create the new school 
district do provide that high school 
students from within the new South-
east school district who are attend-
ing schools outside the district, such 
as Baton Rouge Magnet, would be 
able to continue there through grad-
uation.
 A school board member in one of 
the top districts, who asked that his 
name not be used, said, “Our schools 
are rated A by the state.  Why would 
we have magnet schools?  All of our 
schools are designed for excellence. 
Good school systems tend to focus 
on gifted and talented programs 
within the context of general admis-
sion public schools.”

Only One of Top
School Districts
In BR Area Has
Magnet Schools


